
E6: Discovering E6: Discovering 
Advocacy Web ToolsAdvocacy Web Tools

Your Key to Influencing Your Key to Influencing 
CongressCongress



AALL and AdvocacyAALL and Advocacy

Advocacy is one of AALLAdvocacy is one of AALL’’s 3 strategic s 3 strategic 
directionsdirections
AALLAALL’’s Government Relations Office, s Government Relations Office, 
located in D.C., advocates on located in D.C., advocates on youryour
behalfbehalf
We need your help to succeed!We need your help to succeed!



Successes in 110Successes in 110thth
 

CongressCongress

OPEN Government Act of 2007 (P.L. OPEN Government Act of 2007 (P.L. 
110110--175)175)
$ 1 million and order to re$ 1 million and order to re--open EPA open EPA 
librarieslibraries
Charles H.W. Meehan Law Library Charles H.W. Meehan Law Library 
Improvement and Modernization ActImprovement and Modernization Act

--NOCALL letterNOCALL letter



Outlook for the 111Outlook for the 111thth
 

CongressCongress

AALL Statement to The ObamaAALL Statement to The Obama--Biden Biden 
Transition Team: Public Policy PositionsTransition Team: Public Policy Positions

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/AALLTranhttp://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/AALLTran 
sition2008.pdfsition2008.pdf

--Access Access 
--IPIP
--PrivacyPrivacy



Challenges in the 111th CongressChallenges in the 111th Congress

Competing priorities in Congress: Competing priorities in Congress: 
health care, energy, environmenthealth care, energy, environment……
The economyThe economy
Making your voice heard on Capitol Making your voice heard on Capitol 
Hill!Hill!



Priorities for the 111Priorities for the 111thth
 

CongressCongress

Increase funding for the Law Library Increase funding for the Law Library 
of Congressof Congress
–– The The William Orton Law Library William Orton Law Library 

Improvement and Modernization Act Improvement and Modernization Act 
(H.R. 2728)(H.R. 2728)

Access to CRS reports (S. Res. 118)Access to CRS reports (S. Res. 118)
Reauthorization of the Reauthorization of the PATRIOT ActPATRIOT Act



GRO Communications ToolsGRO Communications Tools

AALL AALL Washington EWashington E--BulletinBulletin

AALL AALL Washington Blawg Washington Blawg 

““Washington BriefWashington Brief”” column in column in 
SpectrumSpectrum

AALL Advocacy ListservAALL Advocacy Listserv





Action Alerts Action Alerts 
AALL Advocacy Toolkit for the 111AALL Advocacy Toolkit for the 111thth

CongressCongress
~RSS feed~RSS feed

GRCGRC’’ss bill tracking list on their Web bill tracking list on their Web 
sitesite

GRO Advocacy ToolsGRO Advocacy Tools



Other  Bill Tracking ResourcesOther  Bill Tracking Resources

THOMAS: THOMAS: http://http://thomas.loc.govthomas.loc.gov/ / 

GovTrackGovTrack: : http://http://www.govtrack.uswww.govtrack.us

OpenCongressOpenCongress: : 
http://http://www.opencongress.orgwww.opencongress.org



Blogs and Other ToolsBlogs and Other Tools

OpenTheGovernment.orgOpenTheGovernment.org

Sunlight Foundation blogSunlight Foundation blog

OMB Watch blogOMB Watch blog

Secrecy News blogSecrecy News blog



How You Can Get InvolvedHow You Can Get Involved

Subscribe to the AALL Advocacy Subscribe to the AALL Advocacy 
Listserv, and ask 5 friends to joinListserv, and ask 5 friends to join
Let us know whatLet us know what’’s happening in s happening in 
your stateyour state
Respond to Action AlertsRespond to Action Alerts
Start or join your chapterStart or join your chapter’’s s 
Government Relations CommitteeGovernment Relations Committee



GRO Staff: WeGRO Staff: We’’re here for YOU!re here for YOU!
Mary Alice BaishMary Alice Baish
DirectorDirector
AALL Government Relations OfficeAALL Government Relations Office
mbaish@aall.orgmbaish@aall.org

Emily FeldmanEmily Feldman
Advocacy Communications AssistantAdvocacy Communications Assistant
AALL Government Relations OfficeAALL Government Relations Office
efeldman@aall.orgefeldman@aall.org
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