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Introduction 
 

The Washington Affairs Office was established in 1989 at the Georgetown 

University Law Library to advance informat ion policy issues on behalf of the 

American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) . It was renamed the Government 

Relations Office in October 2008 to better reflect the broadened scope of the 

office that includes advocacy efforts at national, state, and international levels. 

AALL Government Relations Office staff include Director Mary Alice Baish and 

Advocacy Communications Assistant Emily Feldman. Staff work to meet the 

objective of AALLôs strategic direction  on Advocacy. 

The Government Relations Office staff work on information policy issues in 

accordance with AALL's Government Relations Policy and in consultation with 

the Copyright Committee , Electronic Legal Information Access and Citation 

Committee, Government Relations Committee, and, where necessary or 

appropriate, the President or Executive Board of the Association. Issues include 

funding for public  law libraries,  digital authentication  and preservation, access to 

government information, copyright, privacy and more.  

 

While the Government Relations Office works with members of Congress and 

their staffs, agencies, and the Administration to promote information policy 

issues, it is you who has the most powerful voice to be a strong advocate for law 

librar ies. As a law librarian and constituent, you have the ability to get the 

attention of your lawmakers. This toolkit provid es you with information you need 

to become a successful advocate for law libraries at the federal and state levels. 

We have divided the toolkit in sections to help our members and chapters learn 

the tools they need to take action. 

 

The purposes of this Toolkit  are to: 

 I llustrate the many ways in which you can get involved in advocacy; 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/people.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/strategic/strategic.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/about/policy_government.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/copyright.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/eliac.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/eliac.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/eliac.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/government.asp


 

 Provide you with specific actions you can take immediately; 

 Present you with a comprehensive look at the issues and bills weôre 

currently working on; and  

 Give our members and chapters the tools they need to become effective 

on both the federal and state levels. 

 

 

1. Join the AALL Advocacy Team  
  
1.1 What the AALL Government Relations Office 
Does for You 
 
Resources:  
 
The Government Relations Office offers several timely services to help you stay 

informed about the latest information -policy news and updates:  

 

 
The Government Relations Office Web site on 

AALLNET : The one-stop-shop for AALL policy updates, 

letters, testimony, issue briefs, presentations, and other 

resources, with coverage back to 1995.  

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/   

 

 

AALL Washington Blawg :  Launched in February 

2008, the Blawg includes the latest policy updates, 

news items, summaries of hearings, and useful 

resources. It is the best source of up-to-date 

information from the Government Relations Office. 

You can receive Blawg updates through RSS feeds and email.                           

http://aallwash.wordpress.com/  

 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/
http://aallwash.wordpress.com/


 

Washington  E-Bulletin :  The E-Bulletin provides you 

with the monthly round up of the important information 

policy issues that weôre tracking, current action alerts, 

chapter news, and interesting reading for the information 

policy junkie.  

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lru.asp    

 

Advocacy Toolkit for the 111th Congress: 2009 -

2010  

Divided into sections for individuals and chapters, the 

Toolkit will help you become familiar with AALL's policy 

priorities an d learn the skills you need to make a difference 

for law libraries on the federal and state levels. 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/contents.asp   

 

The AALL Advocacy Listserv:  A two-way discussion 

list that keeps you in the loop on the latest federal and 

state policy news, the Advocacy Listserv also gives you an 

opportunity to share stories about whatôs happening in 

your state. Listserv members can post news, questions, or 

concerns to the hundreds of people who subscribe to the 

list.         

                                    http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/aalladvocsubscribe.asp  

 

ñWashington Briefò column in Spect rum :  The 

column highlights the most important issues the 

Government Relations Office is following. Archived 

columns are available on our Web site.                                    

http://www.aallnet.or g/aallwash/lru.asp   

 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lru.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/contents.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/aalladvocsubscribe.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lru.asp


 

GRO Staff:  The Government Relations Office is located in 

Washington, D.C. Weôre always here to answer your 

questions and discuss your concerns. Please feel free to drop 

us a line any time! 

 
Mary Alice Baish 
Director  
AALL Government Relations Office 
(202) 942 -4237 
mbaish@aall.org 

 
 Emily Feldman  
 Advocacy Communications Assistant 
 AALL Government Relations Office 

(202) 942 -4233 
 efeldman@aall.org 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even ts:  

 

In addition to the resources we offer to keep you informed and engaged, the 

AALL Government Relations Office and Government Relations Committee hold 

several events during the AALL Annual Meeting and Conference to tell you about 

our work and give you an update on whatôs happening in Washington, D.C. AALL 

members and chapter members are encouraged to attend as many of these  

events as possible. 

 

 For example, we will hold  the following events at the 2010 Annual Meeting : 

 

IDEA CORNER: 

If youõre looking for AALLõs position on a policy issue or just for more 

information, try searching AALLNET. In the search bar in the left-hand 

column, type in a few key words. For example, òpublic access to 

information,ó òdigital authentication,ó or òorphan worksó will bring up 

background information, policy documents, action alerts, and more. 

mailto:mbaish@aall.org
mailto:efeldman@aall.org


 

 Legislative Advocacy Training 201 0: Raising the Bar in Your 

State  

 Saturday , July 10, 2010ž 8:30 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 

With the economic crisis forcing many states to tighten their budgets, 

some states are making short-sighted decisions to eliminate official print 

legal resources in favor of online-only, or to charge fees to access legal 

informatio n electronically. In addition, a growing number of court and 

county law libraries around the country are facing drastic reductions of 

staff and resources, and even closure. 

 

We need your help more than ever before on these state issues. This 

year's Advocacy Training, coordinated by the AALL Government 

Relations Office and Government Relations Committee and available at 

no cost to AALL members, will teach you the skills you need to prove to 

state officials the need to authenticate and preserve online legal 

information, and make sure they understand the vital role of your state's 

public law libraries.  

 

Following last year's successful Day on the Hill Advocacy Training in 

July and follow -up October Webinar, the Government Relations Office 

has been seeking volunteers in every state to form working groups to 

promote equitable, no-fee, permanent public access to authentic online 

legal information. This year's Advocacy Training will provide the 

opportunity for our volunteers to come together and share the challenges 

they face, as well as their success stories. 

 

We are delighted that Barbara Bintliff, Reporter to the National 

Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws' Drafting 

Committee on Authentication and Preservation of State Electronic Legal 

Materials, wi ll be our Guest Speaker. Ms. Bintliff will share her unique 

perspective on the importance of digital authentication and preservation.  

 



 

The second priority issue we will address is the state of our public law 

libraries. Since AALL began to work on state funding issues in 2003, 

when Florida's county law libraries lost their revenue stream of filing 

fees, we have witnessed a predictable domino effect. Public law libraries 

in Connecticut, Ohio, California, Washington, and other states have 

faced severe budget cuts, and even closure, that threaten to deny the 

public with access to legal materials. It is crucial that we work together to 

protect these at-risk libraries.  

 

To volunteer to participate in your state's working group and/or register 

for the Advocacy Training, please contact Advocacy Communications 

Assistant Emily Feldman  by June 1. 

 

 Policy Meetings   

Hear about the recent work of our three policy committees and their 

plans for the future. These meetings are open to everyone, and provide a 

great opportunity  to network with members of the Committee and learn 

more about their important work.  

 

Copyright Committee  

Sunday, July 11, 2010 ž 12:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. 

  

Electronic Legal Information Access & Citation (ELIAC) 

Committee  

Sunday, July 11, 2010 ž 5:30  p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

 

Government Relations Committee  

Monday, July 12, 2010 ž 12:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. 

 

 Chapter Leadership Roundtable: Governm ent Relations  

Monday, July 12, 2010 ž 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

 

mailto:efeldman@aall.org


 

Intended for chapter members with an interest in policy, this Roundtable 

is designed to give participants an opportunity to learn about the work of 

the Government Relations Committee and Government Relations Office, 

share policy news from your chapter, and ask any questions you may 

have about chapter advocacy. Itôs also a great opportunity to network 

with your peers in other chapters. This is an important meeting for 

chapter policy committee chair s and committee members and we 

strongly encourage participation by one or more member of each 

chapter. 

 

 G3: AALL Public Policy Update  

Monday , July 12, 2010 ž 4:00 p.m. ï 5:15 p.m. 

 

The AALL policy update annually provides the AALL membership with 

news about progress with information policy issues and legislative 

advocacy efforts during the year, as well as pending legislation and 

administrative actions of particular interest to our membership. GRC 

Chair Camilla Tubbs will present the 2010 AALL Public Access to 

Government Information (PAGI) Award and the Robert L. Oakley 

Advocacy Award to our distinguished recipients. She will also provide an 

overview of the GRC's work during the past year. Chair of the Copyright 

Committee Joan Shear, Chair of the Electronic Legal Information Access 

and Citation Committee Emily Janoski -Haehlen, and Director of the 

Government Relations Office Mary Alice Baish will summarize their 

year's activities and accomplishments. 

 

1.2 Why We Need YOU on Our Advocacy Team 

 
Former Speaker of the House Thomas "Tip" O'Neill is famous for the phrase, ñAll 

politics is local.ò The AALL Government Relations Office strongly believes that 

getting the participation of our members and chapters is essential to our success. 



 

While your Government Relations Office staff work hard to advance the policy 

goals of AALL, it is you who has the power to convince your lawmaker of the 

importance of law libraries to your community and the Nation. By speaking up 

for law libraries and taking action when itôs needed, youôll become an important 

member of our Advocacy Team. All it takes is a little know-how and the 

willingness to speak up on issues that affect our profession. 

 

The Government Relations Office makes it easy for you learn about the issues on 

our agenda and to get involved. By reading our monthly publications  and signing 

up for the Advocacy Listserv and the Washington Blawg , youôll stay on top of the 

latest updates and news from our office.  

 

When an issue arises that may significantly affect law libraries, we may ask you to 

take action in support or opposition. This may be in the form of writing an 

individual letter or email to your representative, making a phone call, or setting 

up a meeting in your legislatorôs district office. Weôll provide you with the 

background information, talking points, and how to go about taking action.  

 

We also ask chapters to send letters to Capitol Hill when important issues come 

up. In this case, Advocacy Communications Assistant Emily Feldman will write 

the letter for you and simply ask for edits, approval, and signature, usually of the 

chapter President. When you send it back to us, weôll hand deliver it to the Hill so 

it ends up in the right hands.   Please be aware that we donôt overburden you with 

action alerts, so when we release an alert, youôll know we really  need your help! 

 

By exercising your voice, youôll really make a difference. Several recent examples 

illustrate the importance of your part icipation  in our efforts . Over the past couple 

of years, many AALL members spoke out on the closures of the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) libraries . Members of Congress heard your concerns 

and several committees, including the Senate Environment and Public Works 

Committee chaired by Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA), held a series of oversight 

hearings. Seeing the obvious need for these wonderful resources that EPA shut 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/aalladvocsubscribe.asp
http://aallwash.wordpress.com/


 

down, Congress appropriated $1 million for EPA to reopen the libraries. The five 

closed libraries in Dallas, Chicago, Kansas and Washington, D.C. reopened on 

September 30, 2008. This would not have happened without all of your calls and 

letters to members of Congress.  

 

 
 

2. Take Action Now! 
 
2.1 Action Alerts 
 
Below is our most current action alert for individuals. By taking action, youôll 

help to deliver our message to key members of Congress. You can find older alerts 

on our Web site under ñAction Alerts.ò 

 

2009. 4 Ask Your House Rep. to Vote for PATRIOT Act 
Reauthorization Bill, H.R. 3845  
 

 
BACKGROUND  
 
On December 31, 2009, three provisions of the USA PATRIOT Improvement and 
Reauthorization Act of 2005 (P.L. 109-177) are scheduled to expire: Section 206 
(roving wiretaps), Section 215, and the lone wolf provision.  
 
AALL strongly supports  legislation introd uced by House Judiciary Committee 
Chairman John Conyers, Jr. (D-MI -14), Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY-8) and Rep. 
Bobby Scott (D-VA-3), the USA Patriot Amendments Act of 2009  (H.R. 3845), 
which would raise the standard for Section 215 orders to protect the private 
information of library users and tighten the standards for issuing National 
Security Letters. The House Judiciary Committee reported H.R. 3845 favorably, 
as amended, on November 5, 2009.  
 
Please email your House representative to ask him or her to vote for 
the USA Patriot Amendments Act of 2009  (H.R. 3845)  when it reaches 
the House floor.  
 
This Alert includes our specific ñasksò and a sample message so that you can 
easily make contact with your representative. Thank you for speaking out on this 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/aaarchives.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/aa11162009.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/aa11162009.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/aa11162009.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/ib102009.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/ib082009.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h3845:
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/ib032007b.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/ib032007b.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/ib032007b.pdf
https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h3845:


 

import ant issue and please let us know the response you receive from your 
representativeôs office. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
IMMEDIATE ACTION NEEDED  
 
Message to all House representatives:  
 

 Ask him/her to vote in favor of H.R. 3845, the USA PATRIOT Amendments 
Act of 2009 , when it reaches the House floor. 

 The bill would protect the privacy of library users by raising the standard 
for Section 215 orders and amending the National Security Letter statute to 
ensure that the government obtains records only of people believed to be 
terrorists or spies.  

 Explain why preserving the privacy rights and civil liberties of library users 
and all Americans is important to you. 

 
Message to the following members of the House Judiciary 
Committee who voted in support of the H.R. 3845 when it was 
favorably reported out of committee:  
 
Rep. John Conyers (D-MI -14) 
Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY-8) 
Rep. Mel Watt (D-NC-12) 
Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA-16) 
Rep. Bill Delahunt  (D-MA-10) 
Rep. Steve Cohen (D-TN-9)  
Rep. Henry Johnson (D-GA-4) 
Pedro Pierluisi (New Progressive Party-PR) 
Rep. Mike Quigley (D-IL -5)  
Rep. Judy Chu (D-CA-32) 
 

 

 Thank him/her for supporting H.R. 3845, the USA PATRIOT Amendments 
Act of 2009 . 

 Explain why preserving the privacy rights and civil liberties of library users 
and all Americans is important to you.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

Sample Message t o all House representatives:  
 
Please personalize your message by explaining why protecting the privacy and 
civil liberties of library patrons is important to you. If your member is one of 
the ten co-sponsors of H.R. 3845, or if he or she voted to report the bill favorably  
out of committee, please thank him/her for supporting the bill.  
 

Rep. Luis Gutierrez (D-IL -4) 
Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI -
2) 
Rep. Anthony Weiner  (D-NY-
9) 
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA-29) 
Rep. Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz (D-CA-20)  
Rep. Dan Maffei (D-NY-25) 

 

mailto:efeldman@aall.org
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h3845:
http://conyers.house.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=Contact.OnlineContactForm
http://www.house.gov/nadler/emailform.shtml
http://www.house.gov/formwatt/IMA/issue_subscribe.htm
http://forms.house.gov/lofgren/webforms/landing.html
http://www.house.gov/writerep
http://cohen.house.gov/index.php?option=com_email_form&Itemid=113
http://hankjohnson.house.gov/contact_hank_write.shtml
http://pierluisi.house.gov/email.html
https://forms.house.gov/quigley/contact-form.shtml
https://forms.house.gov/chu/contact-form.shtml
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h3845:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h3845:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h3845:
http://luisgutierrez.house.gov/singlepage.aspx?newsid=1262
http://tammybaldwin.house.gov/get_address.html
http://weiner.house.gov/email_anthony.aspx
http://schiff.house.gov/HoR/CA29/Contact+Information/Contact+Form.htm
https://writerep.house.gov/
https://writerep.house.gov/
https://forms.house.gov/maffei/contact-form.shtml


 

Also, please take a look at our list of representatives to determine if your 
representative has a JD. If so, please personalize your message by mentioning 
the law school he/she attended or any other connection you might have to 
him/her.  
 
Dear Representative [last name]  
 
I am writing to ask you to support H.R. 3845, the USA Patriot Amendments Act 
of 2009 , when it reaches the House floor. As a law librarian, I support H.R. 3845 
because it would raise the standard for Section 215 orders, the so-called ñlibrary 
provisionò of the USA PATRIOT Act, to protect the privacy of library patrons. 
Importantly, the bill would also amend the National Security Letter statute to 
ensure that the government obtains financial, communication and credit records 
only of people believed to be terrorists or spies.  
 
As a law librarian, I understand the vital importance of having a strong law that 
balances the needs of law enforcement with safeguards for our civil liberties. I 
urge you to vote for H.R. 3845, the USA Patriot Amendments Act of 2009 , when 
it reaches the House floor. 
  
Thank you for your consideration.  
 

3. AALLôs Policy Priorities for the 
111th Congress: 2009-2010 
 
3.1 Public Policy Positions 

 
In early December 2008, the Obama-Biden transition team invited organizations 

to meet with t he team and submit formal comments. AALL  took this opportunity 

to submit a Statement of AALLôs Public Policy Positions for the new 

administration and Congress. 

 

Drafted by Mary Alice Baish, director of the AALL Government Relations Office, 

and our Government Relations Committee, Copyright Committee , and Electronic 

Legal Information Access and Citation Committee, the report articulates AALLôs 

commitment to the publicôs right to access information, achieving an equitable 

balance between the rights of users of information and the rights of  

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/JDList_111thReps.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/AALLTransition2008.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/government.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/copyright.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/eliac.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/eliac.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/eliac.asp


 

copyright owners and licensors, and preserving the privacy rights and civil  

liberties of library users and all Americans.  

 

Our legislative goals are ambitious yet crucial to law librarians, legal researchers 

and the public. They include: 

 

Å Adequate annual funding to the Administrative Office of the United 

States Courts for no-fee public access to PACER;  

Å A public domain citation system for legal information;  

Å The enactment of ñOrphan Worksò legislation to allow libraries to digitize 

materials whose copyright owners cannot be found despite extensive and 

costly searches; and,  

Å The repeal of Section 215 (the so-called ñlibraryò provision) of the USA 

PATRIOT Act which is due to sunset on December 31, 2009.   

 

The statement report,  which reflects AALLôs Government Relations Policy, will 

guide the work of our Government Relations Office and policy committees during 

the next several years. 

 
3.2 Bills Weôre Tracking        Updated March 5, 2010  

              (Updates and additions are highlighted in navy)  
 
AALL supports the following bills (in order of introduction):  

 
 
Name  

 
Bill Number  

 
Purpose  

 
Status  

AALL  Formal 
Statements   

 
 
Presidential Records 
Act Amendments of 
2009  

 
H.R. 35   
 
(I ntroduced Jan. 
6, 2009)  

 
To restore standards for the 
timely release of Presidential 
records and nullify Executive 
Order 13233 that President 
Bush issued in 2001.  

 
Passed the House 
(Jan. 7, 2009)  
 
Referred to the 
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security and 
Governmental 
Affairs  (Jan. 8, 
2009)  
 

 
From the 110th 
Congress: 
 
Letter  to Senators 
in support of the  
Presidential 
Records Act 
Amendments of 
2007 (H.R. 1255, S. 
886) (Dec. 7, 2007)  
 

http://www.aallnet.org/about/policy_government.asp
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h35:
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/PRAA07-sen-pres-ltr.pdf


 

Ordered to be 
reported with an 
amendment in 
the nature of a 
substitute 
favorably (April 
1, 2009) 
 
Placed on Senate 
Legislative 
Calendar (May 
19, 2009) 

Letter  to  Senate 
Majority Leader 
Reid in support of  
H.R. 1255 and S. 
886 (Nov. 19, 
2007)  

 
Reducing Over-
Classification Act of 
2009  

 
H.R. 553 
 
(Introduced Jan. 
15, 2009) 

 
To require the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to 
develop a strategy to prevent 
over-classification and 
promote the sharing of 
unclassified information  at 
the Department of 
Homeland Security.  

 
Passed the House 
(Feb. 3, 2009)  
 
Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security and 
Governmental 
Affairs (Feb. 4, 
2009)  
 
Ordered by the  
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security and 
Governmental 
Affairs  to be 
reported with an 
amendment in 
the nature of a 
substitute 
favorably (Nov. 
4, 2009)  

 
 

 
Over-Classification 
Reduction Act 

 
H.R. 854 
 
(I ntroduced Feb. 
4, 2009)  

 
To require increased 
oversight and training to 
reduce over-classification 
across the federal 
government.  

 
Ordered by the 
House Comm. on 
Oversight and 
Government 
Reform to be 
Reported 
(Amended) by 
Voice Vote (Feb. 
11, 2009) 

 
 

 
Plain Language Act of 
2009  

 
H.R. 946;  
 
(Introduced Feb. 
10, 2009) 
 
S.574 

 
(Introduced 

 
To enhance citizen access to 
Government information 
and services by establishing 
that Government documents 
issued to the public must be 
written clearly.  
 
 

 
Referred to the 
House 
Committee on 
Oversight and 
Government 
Reform (Feb. 10, 
2009)  
 

 
From the 110th 
Congress: 
 
Letter  to Sen.  
Daniel K. Akaka in 
support of The 
Plain Language in 
Government 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt11192007.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h.r.00553:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h.r.00854:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h946:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s574:
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt12182007.pdf


 

 
 
 

March 11, 2009) Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security and 
Governmental 
Affairs (March 
11, 2009) 
 
Ordered to be 
reported with an 
amendment 
favorably (April 
1, 2009) 
 
Placed on Senate 
Legislative 
Calendar under 
General Orders 
(Dec. 9, 2009) 

Communications 
Act of 2007,  
S. 2291 (Dec. 18, 
2007)  

 
Free Flow of 
Information Act of 
2009  

 
H. R. 985 
 
(I ntroduced Feb. 
11, 2009) 

 
To offer a qualified privilege 
for journalists  so that would 
not be compelled to identify 
sources or hand over 
confidential material except 
under limited circumstances.  

 
Ordered to be 
Reported by 
Voice Vote by the 
House 
Committee on 
the Judiciary 
(March 25, 
2009)  
 
Referred to the 
Senate  
Committee on 
the Judiciary 
(April 1, 2009)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reducing Information 
Control Designations 
Act 

 
H.R. 1323 
 
(Introduced 
March 5, 2009)  

 
To require the Archivist of 
the United States to 
promulgate regulations 
regarding the use of 
information control 
designations (often called  
"sensitive but unclassified" 
(SBU) information and 
"controlled unclassified 
information" (CUI)) . 

 
Passed the House 
(March 17, 2009) 
 
Referred to the 
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security and 
Governmental 
Affairs (March 
18, 2009) 

 
 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h.r.00985:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h1323:


 

 
Whistleblower 
Protection 
Enhancement Act of 
2009  

 
H.R.1507; 
 
(Introduced 
March 12, 2009) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 S.372 
 
(Introduced Feb. 
3, 2009)  

 
To strengthen 
whistleblower  protections 
for federal employees who 
expose waste, fraud, and 
abuse. 

 
Referred to the 
House 
Committee on 
Oversight and 
Government 
Reform and 
House 
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security (March 
12, 2009) 
 
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security and 
Governmental 
Affairs or dered 
S. 372 to be 
reported with an 
amendment in 
the nature of a 
substitute 
favorable (July 
27, 2009)  
 
Placed on 
Senate 
Legislative 
Calendar under 
General Orders 
(Dec. 3, 2009) 

 
 
Letter  to 
President Obama 
and Members of 
Congress in 
support of strong 
whistleblower 
protections (May 
15, 2009) 

 
State Secrets  
Protection Act  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
S. 417;  
 
(I ntroduced Feb. 
11, 2009)  
 
 
H.R. 984 
 
(I ntroduced Feb. 
11, 2009)  

 
To enact a safe, fair, and 
responsible state secrets 
privilege.  

 
Referred to the 
Committee on 
the Judiciary  
(Feb. 11, 2009) 
 
 
H.R. 984 was 
referred to the 
House 
Committee on 
the Judiciary 
(Feb. 11, 2009) 
Ordered to be 
Reported 
(Amended) 
(Nov. 5, 2009)  

 
Letter  to 
Chairman Leahy 
and Ranking 
Member Sessions 
in support of the 
State Secrets 
Protection Act , S. 
417 (May 20, 
2009)  

 
Senate Campaign 
Disclosure Parity Act  

 
S. 482 
 
(Introduced Feb. 
25, 2009)  

 
To require Senate 
candidates to file 
designations, statements, 
and reports in electronic 
form.  

 
Placed on the  
Senate 
Legislative 
Calendar under 
General Orders 
(Feb. 26, 2009) 
 

 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h1507:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:SN00372:
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt051509.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s.417:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h984:
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt052009StateSecrets.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s482:


 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Federal Advisory 
Committee Act 
Amendments of 2009 
 

 
HR 1320 

 
(Introduced 

March 5, 2009 ) 
 

 
To amend the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act to 
increase the transparency 
and accountability of 
Federal advisory 
committees, and for other 
purposes. 

 
Referred to the 
House 
Committee on 
Oversight and 
Government 
Reform (March 
5, 2009)  
 
Reported 
favorably by the 
Committee 
(June 4, 2009)  

 
 

 
To authorize 
appropriations for the 
National Historical 
Publications and 
Records Commission 
through fiscal year 
2014 

 
H.R. 1556 
 
(Introduced 
March 17, 2009) 

 
To authorize $20,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2010, 
2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014. 

 
Referred to the 
Subcommittee 
on Information 
Policy, Census, 
and National 
Archives (May 4, 
2009)  

 

 
OPEN FOIA Act of 
2009  

 
S. 612 
 
(Introduced 
March 17, 2009)  

 
To make Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) 
exemptions more 
transparent.   

 
Referred to the 
Committee on 
the Judiciary 
(March 17, 
2009)  

 
From the 110th 
Congress: 
 
Letter  to Sens. 
Patrick J. Leahy 
and Arlen Specter 
in support of the 
OPEN FOIA Act, 
S. 2746 (July 7, 
2008)  

 
National Security 
Letters Reform Act of 
2009  

 
H.R. 1800 
 
(Introduced 
March 30, 
2009)  

 
To establish reasonable 
procedural protections for 
the use of national security 
letters. 

 
Referred to the 
House Judiciary 
Subcommittee 
on the 
Constitution, 
Civil Rights, and 
Civil Liberties ,  
Subcommittee 
on Crime, 
Terrorism, and 
Homeland 
Security and   
Committee on 
House Financial 
Services (April 
27, 2009) 

 
 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h1320:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h1556:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s612:
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt070708.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h1800:


 

 
Presidential Signing 
Statements Act of 
2009  

 
S.875 
 
(Introduced 
April 23, 2009)  

 
To regulate the judicial use 
of presidential signing 
statements. 

 
Referred to the 
Committee on 
the Judiciary 
(April 23, 2009)  

 

 
A resolution to provide 
Internet access to 
certain Congressional 
Research Service 
publications  
 

 
S. Res. 118 
 
(Introduced 
April 29, 2009)  

 
To give the public access to 
CRS reports by creating a 
centralized electronic 
system that would allow 
members of the public to 
search for reports and issue 
briefs.  
 
S. Res 118 would also 
require that an index of 
reports and issue briefs be 
made publicly available. 

 
Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Rules and 
Administration 
(April 29, 2009)  

 
Letter  to Sens. 
Joseph I. 
Lieberman and 
John McCain in 
support of S. Res. 
118 (May 20, 
2009)  
 
Letter  to 
Chairman 
Schumer and 
Senator Bennett 
to urge the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Rules and 
Administration to 
pass S. Res. 118 
(May 14, 2009) 

 
Preserving the 
American Historical 
Record Act  
 

 
H.R .2256 
 
(Introduced May 
5, 2009)  

 
To authorize the Archivist 
of the United States to make 
grants to States for the 
preservation and 
dissemination of historical 
records.   

 
Referred to the 
House 
Committee on 
Oversight and 
Government 
Reform (May 5, 
2009)  
 
Referred to the 
Subcommittee 
on Information 
Policy, Census, 
and National 
Archives (July 
31, 2009) 

 

 
William Orton Law 
Library Improvement 
and Modernization 
Act 
 

 
H.R. 2728 
 
(Introduced 
June 4, 2009)  
 

 

  

 
To provide increased 
funding for the Law Library 
of Congress. 

 
Reported 
(Amended) by 
the Committee 
on House 
Administration 
(June 19, 2009) 
 
Passed the 
House (July 30, 
2009)  

 
Joint letter  from 
AALL and the 
Northern 
California 
Association of 
Law Libraries 
(NOCALL) (June 
8, 2009)  

 

 
Amending the Rules of 
the House of 
Representatives to 

 
H. Res. 554 
 
(Introduced 

 
To require that legislation 
and conference reports be 
available on the Internet for 

    
Referred to the 
House 
Committee on 

 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s875:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:sr118:
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt052009.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt051409CRS.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h2256:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h.r.02728:
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt060809.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h.res.554:


 

 

require that legislation 
and conference 
reports be available 
on the Internet for 72 
hours before 
consideration by the 
House, and for other 
purposes. 
 

June 17, 2009) 72 hours before 
consideration by the House. 

Rules (June 17, 
2009)  
 
 Motion to 
Discharge 
Committee filed 
by Rep. Walden 
(Sept. 23, 2009) 

 
Federal Research 
Public Access Act 
 

 
S. 1373 
 
(Introduced 
June 25, 2009) 

 
To provide for Federal 
agencies to develop public 
access policies relating to 
research conducted by 
employees of that agency or 
from funds administered by 
that agency. 
 

 
Referred to the 
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security and 
Governmental 
Affairs  (June 25, 
2009)  

 
Letters to The 
Honorable 
Joseph I. 
Lieberman and  
The Honorable 
John Cornyn 
to thank them for 
introducing The 
Federal Research 
Public Access Act 
of 2009 , S.1373 
(July 2, 2009)  

 
Internet Freedom 
Preservation Act of 
2009  

 
H.R. 3458  
 
(Introduced July 
31, 2009) 

 
To amend the 
Communications Act of 
1934 to establish a national 
broadband policy, safeguard 
consumer rights, and spur 
investment and innovation. 
This legislation would 
ensure Network Neutrality.   

 
Referred to the 
House 
Committee on 
Energy and 
Commerce (July 
31, 2009) 

 

 
Judiciously Using 
Surveillance Tools In 
Counterterrorism 
Efforts (JUSTICE) Act  

 
S.1686 
 
(Introduced 
September 17, 
2009)  

 
To place reasonable 
safeguards on the use of 
surveillance and other 
authorities under the  USA 
PATRIOT Act. 

 
Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
the Judiciary 
(Sept. 17, 2009) 
 
 

 
Letter  to co-
sponsors of the 
JUSTICE Act in 
support of the bill 
(Sept. 23, 2009) 
 
 

 
USA PATRIOT Act 
Sunset Extension Act 
of 2009  
 

 
S.1692 
 
(Introduced 
September 22, 
2009)  

 
To extend the sunset of 
certain provisions of the 
USA PATRIOT Act, 
including Sec. 215, the so-
called ñlibrary provision,ò 
and the authority to issue 
national security letters.  

 
Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
the Judiciary 
(Sept. 22, 2009) 
 
Favorably 
reported out of 
committee  with 
an amendment 
in the nature of 
a substitute 
(Oct. 13, 2009)  

 
Letters to The 
Honorable 
Patrick J. Leahy, 
The Honorable 
Benjamin L. 
Cardin, and The 
Honorable Ted 
Kaufman 
in support of the 
bill  
(Sept. 25, 2009) 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s1373:
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt070209Lieberman.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt070209Lieberman.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt070209Lieberman.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt070209Lieberman.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt070209Lieberman.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt070209Cornyn.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt070209Cornyn.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h3458:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s1686:
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt092309.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s1692:
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt092509Leahy.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt092509Leahy.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt092509Leahy.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt092509Leahy.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt092509Cardin.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt092509Cardin.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt092509Cardin.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt092509Kaufman.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt092509Kaufman.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt092509Kaufman.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt092509Kaufman.pdf


 

 
 

AALL opposes the following bills:  
 
 

 
Name  

 
Bill Number  

 
Purpose  

 
Status   

AALL Formal 
Statements  

 

 
USA PATRIOT 
Amendments Act of 
2009  

 
H.R. 3845 
 
(Introduced 
October 20, 
2009)  

 
To extend and modify 
authorities needed to 
combat terrorism and 
protect civil liberties, 
including the expiring 
provisions of the USA 
PATRIOT Act and the 
authority to issue national 
security letters. 

 
Referred to the 
Committee on 
the Judiciary, 
Permanent 
Select 
Committee on 
Intelligence and 
Committee on 
Financial 
Services (Oct. 
20, 2009)  
 
Ordered to be 
reported 
(amended) 
(Nov. 5, 2009)  
 
House 
Committee on 
Financial 
Services 
Granted an 
extension for 
further 
consideration 
ending not later 
than Jan. 29, 
2010 (Dec. 16, 
2009)  

 

 
A bill to authorize 
appropriations for the 
National Historical 
Publications and 
Records Commission 
through fiscal year 
2014, and for other 
purposes 

 
S.2872 
 
(Introduced 
December 11, 
2009)  

  
 
Ordered by the 
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security and 
Governmental 
Affairs. to be 
reported with 
amendments 
favorably (Dec. 
16, 2009) 

 

  

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h3845:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:S2872:


 

 

 
The Fair Copyright in 
Research Works Act 

 
H.R. 801 
 
(Introduced 
February 2, 
2009)  

 
To amend title 17, United 
States Code, with respect to 
works connected to certain 
funding agreements.  

Would effectively reverse 
public access policy at 
National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), and prevent 
similar policies at other 
agencies. 

 
Referred to the 
House 
Committee on 
the Judiciary 
(Feb. 3, 2009) 

 
Letter  to 
Members of the 
House Judiciary 
Committee 
 
To ask 
Committee 
members to 
oppose The Fair 
Copyright in 
Research Works 
Act, H.R. 801  
(Feb. 13, 2009) 

 
Safe and Secure 
America Act of 2009   

 
H. R. 1467 
 
(Introduced 
March 12, 
2009)  

 
To extend certain 
provisions of the USA 
PATRIOT Act and the 
Intelligence Reform and 
Terrorism Prevention Act  
of 2004 for 10 years.  

 
Referred to the 
House 
Committee on 
the Judiciary 
(March 12, 
2009)  
 
 
Referred to the 
House 
Committee on 
Intelligence 
(Permanent 
Select) (March 
12, 2009) 
 

 
 

 
USA PATRIOT 
Reauthorization and 
Additional Weapons 
Against Terrorism Act 
of 2009  

 
S.1726 
 
(Introduced 
Sept. 29, 2009) 

 
To reauthorize the expiring 
intelligence tools of the 
USA PATRIOT 
Improvement and 
Reauthorization Act of 
2005 and improve 
classified procedures and 
criminal law reforms.  

 
Referred to the 
Senate  
Committee on 
the Judiciary 
(Sept. 29, 
2009)  

 

 
USA PATRIOT 
Reauthorization Act of 
2009  

 
S.2336 

 
(Introduced 
October 29, 
2009)  

 
To reauthorize the 3 
expiring provisions of the 
USA PATRIOT 
Improvements and 
Reauthorization Act . 

 
Referred to the 
Committee on 
the Judiciary 
(Oct. 29, 2009)  

 
 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h.r.00801:
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lt021309.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h1467:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s1726:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s2336:


 

3.3 AALL Day on the Hill  
 

On July 24, 2009, more than 75 enthusiastic AALL members participated in 

AALL's Day on the Hill  Advocacy Training in Washington, D.C. During the full -

day training, participants heard about AALL's public policy priorities, learned 

tips and tricks on effective advocacy from "Advocacy Guru" Stephanie Vance, and 

met with members of Congress or their staffs on Capitol Hil l to discuss AALL's 

core issues.  

 
Issue Briefs   
 
Below, you'll find ten Issue Briefs on our policy priorities that were included in 

participants' packets. In addition, the first document listed below is a summary of 

our issues and "asks" that participants gave to every staff member they met with 

on the Hill.  

 AALLôs Public Policy Priorities for the 111th Congress (summary 

document) 

 AALL Policy Positions for the Administration and the 111th Congress 

 Authentication and e -Life Cycle Management 

 Congressional Research Service Reports 

 The FY 2010 Legislative Branch Appropriations Act 

 The Law Library of Congress 

 National Security Letters  

 Network Neutrality  

 USA PATRIOT Act Reauthorization: Section 215 

 Public Access to Court Electronic Records (PACER) 

 Whistleblower Protections   

 

Presentations:   

 

Hot Topics on AALLôs Policy and Legislative Agenda 

by Mary Alice Baish and Emily Feldman  

 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/DayonHill2009_GRO.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/DayonHill_AALL.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/DayonHill_Authentication.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/DayonHill_CRS.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/DayonHill_Legislative_Branch_Appropriations.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/DayonHill_Law%20Library%20of%20Congress.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/DayonHill_NSL.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/DayonHill_NetworkNeutrality.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/DayonHill_Section215.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/DayonHill_PACER.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/DayonHill_Whistleblowers.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/DayonHill_GRO.pdf


 

AALL Day on the Hill: Tips and Techniques for Effective Advocacy  

by Stephanie Vance  

  

3.4 Webinar ~ Join AALL's Advocacy Team: 
How to Deliver Our Message 
 

Presentations  
 

 Archived Webinar on AALL2go  
 Power Point Slides 

 
October 14, 2009 
by Mary Alice Baish, Emily Feldman and Stephanie Vance  
 

Issue Briefs   
 

 Congressional Research Service Reports 
 The Need for Authentication and Preservation of Online Legal Resources 

 
Other Resources   
 

 List of Senators with JDs in the 111th Congress 
 List of Representatives with JDs in the 111th Congress 

 

3.5 AALL State Working Groups to Ensure 
Access to Electronic Legal Information  

We're asking law librarians in every state to organize state working groups to 
respond to challenges that threaten the authentication and preservation of legal 
resources. Please email Advocacy Communications Assistant Emily Feldman  if 
you would like to volunteer for this important initiative.  

 Issue Brief 
 List of Volunteers (as of 3/3 /2010)  

 

 

4. Developing an Effective Legislative 
Committee for your Chapter  

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/DayonHill_Vance.pdf
http://www.softconference.com/aall/sessionDetail.asp?SID=191837
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/advocacywebinar_slides.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/webinar_CRS.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/webinar_authentication.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/JDList_111thSens.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/JDList_111thReps.pdf
mailto:efeldman@aall.org
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/stateworkinggroups.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/stateworkinggroupvolunteers.pdf


 

4.1 The Benefits of a Legislative Committee 
 
        
A legislative committee is key to your chapterôs success. By forming a team of 

dedicated advocates to keep an eye on issues in your state and communicate with 

the AALL Government Relations Committee and Government Relations Office, 

you can help build long-term success in your state and on our federal issues. Your 

committee members are encouraged to join and contribute to the AALL Advocacy 

Listserv, read and subscribe to the Washington Blawg , and stay on top of the 

federal issues that the Government Relations Office makes easy to follow.  

 

Your dedicated team of advocates will  track key state legislation, issues and 

trends that affect law libraries  and advise your chapterôs Executive Board on 

important poli cy matters and action opportunities . When the Government 

Relations Office needs pressure put on certain Representatives or Senators here 

in D.C., weôll turn to you to help us apply that pressure where itôs needed most. 

AALL Advocacy Communications Assistant Emily Feldman will work with your 

chapterôs legislative committee to take action when necessary, drafting letters for 

you to send to your members of Congress and helping you identify the key issues 

to address.  

 

Your chapterôs legislative committee will be our eyes and ears on developments of 

interest to all  law librarians.  By keeping us informed about whatôs going on in 

your state and sending us policy-related chapter news to include in the 

Washington  E-Bulletin, weôll be able to help you and other AALL chapters 

respond more effectively to issues that affect law libraries at the local, state, and 

federal levels.   

 

4.2 How to Create a Legislative Committee for 
Your Chapter 

 
 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/aalladvocsubscribe.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/aalladvocsubscribe.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/aalladvocsubscribe.asp
http://aallwash.wordpress.com/
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lru.asp


 

As outlined in section 4.1, there are many benefits of having an active legislative 

committee within your chapter. Best of all, itôs easy to get started! Here are some 

guidelines to help you get your committee off the ground. If your chapter already 

has a legislative committee, please skip to section 4.3. 

 

1. Identify your core group of advocates  

 

First, youôll want to enlist a few dedicated members interested in taking a 

proactive role for the chapter on policy issues to join the committee .  If your 

chapter includes several states, try to include representatives from each state on 

the committee. This will allow you to stay informed about whatôs happening in 

each state and respond more effectively when legislative issues arise.  It will also 

help the AALL Government Relations Committee and Government Relations 

Office to have people in each state keeping an eye on local issues and to let us 

know when legislative issues, good or bad, arise. Once youôve established the 

members of the committee, determine who will chair the committee.   

 

2. Develop Your Committeeôs Charge 

 

You should develop your committeeôs charge to reflect the role your committee 

will play within your chapter.  For an example, see this document from the 

Northern California Association of Law Librariesôô (NOCALL) Government 

Relations Committee. Remember to be forward-thinking, because youôll want 

your chapterôs legislative committee to become a permanent committee within 

your chapter for years to come! 

 

3. Develop Your Committeeôs Policies and Procedures 

 

After you establish a core group of advocates, you should do some brainstorming 

about the goals and objectives of your new committee. How will you best achieve 

those goals? Develop policies and procedures that will help you take effective 

action as a committee. Feel free to contact Emily Feldman for guidance.  

http://nocall.org/officers/grc.html
mailto:efeldman@aall.org


 

 

4. Develop Your Chapterôs Government Relations Policy 

 

 We also recommend that you draft a chapter Government Relations Policy which 

can help guide your committee in addressing important policy issues. For an 

example of a chapter Government Relations Policy, see the Southeastern Chapter 

of the American Association of Law Librariesô (SEAALL) Government Relations 

Policy. You may also want to refer to the AALL Government  Relations Policy for 

ideas.  

 

The Government Relations Policy should outline the core issues that your 

committee will address at the state and federal levels, while staying broad enough 

to incorporate new issues as they arise in the future. Some of the core issues for 

law libraries at the state level include: 

 

 Funding for state, court, and county law libraries  

 Elimination of print legal resources in favor of online -only 

 Digital authentication and preservation of online legal resources  

 State depository library program  

 Freedom of information  

 Privacy 

 

As you draft your Government Relations Policy, you may want to incorporate the 

Principles and Core Values Concerning Public Information on Government Web 

Sites developed by the AALL Access to Electronic Legal Information Committee. 

The Principles recommend policies on accessibility, reliability, official status, 

comprehensiveness, and preservation. In 2007, the AALL Executive Board 

adopted the Principles and they were subsequently incorporated into the AALL 

Government Relations Policy.   

 

5. Develop a Strategic Plan  

 

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/seaall/handbook/Government_Relations_Policy.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/seaall/handbook/Government_Relations_Policy.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/seaall/handbook/Government_Relations_Policy.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/about/policy_government.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/about/principles_core_values.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/about/principles_core_values.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/board/
http://www.aallnet.org/about/policy_government.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/about/policy_government.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/about/policy_government.asp


 

You strategic plan should reflect the goals of your committee and should 

articulate the ways in which you will reach those goals. For a good example of a 

strategic plan, see the LLAM Strategic Plan 2007-2012 .  

 

 
 

4.3 How to Create a Successful Advocacy 
Program for Your Committee  

 

 

Once your committee is in place, youôll be ready to take action! The AALL 

Government Relations Committee and Government Relations Office have 

mechanisms in place to both keep you informed of whatôs happening at the 

federal level as well as receive information from you as to what is happening at 

the state level.  In this section we describe the ways in which your committee can 

become a strong and reliable voice in support of law libraries.  

 

Create partnerships with the AALL Government Relations Committee 

and Government Relations Office  

 

Forging a strong relationship with the AALL Government Relations Committee 

and Government Relations Office will help your chapter be effective on both the 

federal and state levels. This partnership is facilitated by Government Relations 

Committee ñliaisons,ò who are members of the Government Relations Committee 

that work with their assigned chapters to form personal relationships and 

establish a channel of communication between the Government Relations Office, 

Government Relations Committee, and all of our chapters.  

 

Liaisons will provide you with updates from the Government Relations Office, 

including the monthly Washington E -Bulletin  which you can distribute on your 

chapter listserv.  Youôll find the list of current GRC chapter liaisons on the 

Government Relations Committee  Web site. We are always pleased to include 

chapter news in the E-Bulletin  that relates to legislation you are tracking and 

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/llam/plan2012.htm
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/lru.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/govr/members.htm


 

policy-related events your chapter is hosting. Please let Emily Feldman  or your 

chapter liaison know when something comes up. 

 

Monitor  Legislation  

 

As a committee, youôll also be responsible for monitoring legislation at the state 

level. By tracking legislation on your State Legislature or General Assemblyôs Web 

site, youôll be able to keep your chapter informed about the important issues 

surfacing in your state.   

 

Your chapterôs listerv is an important tool to help you with your work. Keeping 

chapter members informed will help you create a grassroots network that you can 

activate when issues start moving!  When state issues arise, please also inform 

your GRC liaison or the Government Relations Office staff so that weôre aware of 

the important issues around the country.  Most often, theyôre the same ones weôre 

working on at the federal level. 

 

Influenc e Policy at  the Federal and State Levels  

 

Chapters have a critical  role to play in influencing legislation at the federal and 

state levels. The most important way to impact policy is by forming trusting 

relationships with your representatives and their staff.  

 

How Yo ur Chapter Can Influence Policy at the Federal Level  

 

The Government Relations Office relies on chapters to help influence legislation 

at the federal level. Remember, all politics is local, and we need your help to get 

law library issues on the agenda of your members of Congress. 

 

The Government Relations Office closely monitors the legislative activity of 

Congress. In the 111th Congress, we'll be working on our proactive agenda and 

will n eed your support on many of our issues.  

mailto:efeldman@aall.org
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/AALLTransition2008.pdf


 

 

There are several committees which have jurisdiction over issues important to us, 

and we closely monitor their work. Do you know if your members of Congress are 

on any of these committees? To find out, refer to our senate chart and check your 

House representative's Web site or the committee Web site.  

 

If your member of Congress is on one of these important committees, it's 

especially important  for your chapter to follow their work, and ultimately build a 

trusting relationship with them. It's also important to know whether your senator 

or House representative has a JD because this knowledge will help you determine 

how to frame our issues. Please refer to our lists of senators and representatives 

with JDs in the 111th Congress. 

 

Here are some of the committees we track or work with on a regular basis: 

 

House Committees:   

 

Appropriations :  

Chair:  David Obey (D-WI -7) 

Ranking Member:  Jerry Lewis (R-CA-41) 

Subcommittee on the Legislative Branch  

Chair:  Rep. Debbie Wasserman-Schultz (D-FL-20)  

Ranking Member:  Rep. Robert B. Aderholt (R-AL-4) 

Jurisdiction:  Legislative Branch Appropriations  

AALL issue(s):  Funding for the Government Printing Offi ce and 

the Library of Congress, including the Law Library of Congress. 

 

Energy and Commerce:  

Chair:  Rep. Henry Waxman (D-CA-30) 

Ranking Member:  Joe Barton (R-TX-6) 

 Subcommittee on Communications, Technology, and the Internet    

 Chair:  Rick Boucher (D-VA-9) 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/ChapterChart_111thSens.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/JDList_111thSens.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/JDList_111thReps.pdf
http://appropriations.house.gov/default.aspx
http://appropriations.house.gov/Subcommittees/sub_leg.shtml
http://energycommerce.house.gov/
http://energycommerce.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=166&Itemid=69


 

 Ranking Member:  TBA 

  Jurisdiction:  Interstate and foreign telecommunications   

  inclu ding, but not limited to all telecommunication and   

  information transmission by broadcast, radio, wire,    

  microwave, satellite, or other mode.  

  AALL issue(s):  Net neutrality  

 

Judiciary  

Chair:  John Conyers (D-MI -14) 

Ranking Member:  Lamar Smith (R-TX-21) 

Jurisdiction:  Includes the judiciary and judicial proceedings, civil 

liberties, patents, copyrights, and trademarks . 

AALL issue(s ): Copyright, including Orphan Works , freedom of 

information  

 

Oversight and Government Reform 

Chair:  Edolphus Towns (D-NY-11) 

Ranking Member:  Darrell Issa (R-CA-49) 

Jurisdiction:  The main investigative committee in the U.S. House of 

Representatives, it has jurisdiction to investigate any federal program and 

any matter with federal policy implications.  

AALL issue(s):  Presidential records, freedom of information, 

whistleblower protections  

 

Senate Committees:  

 

Appropriations  

Chair:  Daniel K. Inouye (D-HI)  

Ranking Member:  Thad Cochran (R-MS) 

 Subcommittee on the Legislative Branch 

Chair:   Mary Landrieu (D -LA) 

Ranking Member:  Lamar Alexander (R-TN) 

http://judiciary.house.gov/
http://oversight.house.gov/
http://appropriations.senate.gov/
http://appropriations.senate.gov/legislative.cfm


 

Jurisdiction:  Legislative Branch Appropria tions 

 

AALL issue(s):  Funding for the Government Printing Office and 

the Library of Congress, including the Law Library of Congress. 

 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

Chair:  Jay Rockefeller (D-WV) 

Ranki ng Member:  Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) 

Jurisdiction:  Includes regulation of consumer products and services, 

Science, engineering, and technology research and development and 

policy, interstate commerce and communications.   

AALL issue(s):  Net neutrality  

 

Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs  

Chair:  Joe Lieberman (ID -CT) 

Ranking Member:  Susan Collins (R-ME)  

Jurisdiction:   Archives of the United States, government information, 

Intergovernmental relations, and municipal affairs of the District of 

Columbia, except appropriations.  

AALL issue(s):  Presidential records, E-government, National Archives 

and Records Administration (NARA), Congressional Research Service 

reports 

 

Rules and Administration   

Chair:  Charles E. Schumer (D-NY) 

Ranking Member:  Bob Bennett (R-UT) 

Jurisdiction:  Includes Congressional organization relative to rules and 

procedures and Senate rules and regulations, Federal elections, 

Government Printing Of fice, United States Capitol and congressional 

office buildings, the Library of Congress, the Smithsonian Institution (and 

the incorporation of similar institutions), and the Botanic Gardens.  

http://commerce.senate.gov/public/
http://hsgac.senate.gov/public/
http://rules.senate.gov/public/


 

AALL issue(s):  Government Printing Office, and the Library of 

Congress, including the Law Library of Congress. 

 

Judiciary  

Chair:  Patrick Leahy (D-VT) 

Ranking Member:  Arlen Specter (R-PA) 

Jurisdiction:  Includes the courts, law enforcement, and judicial 

administration . 

AALL issue (s):  Copyright, including Orphan Works , Freedom of 

Information  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When an important issue arises and we need your help, weôll make it easy for 

your chapter to take action. Weôll first identify the chapters that we need to speak 

out on the legislation, and then weôll contact your legislative committee chair to 

let you know that we need your chapter to take action. In most cases, the most 

effective means of making your voice heard as a chapter is through a chapter 

letter, which Emily Feldman will draft for you. All you need to do is make any 

edits youôd like, add personalization if you choose, add your chapterôs letterhead, 

and then forward it to your chapter president for his or her signature. Then just 

send it back to Emily (usually as an email attachment) and she will hand-deliver 

it to Capitol Hill on your behalf. Weôll also ask you to send a letter to his or her 

District Office. This will ensure that your letter lands in the right hands!  

 

Chapter letters are a very effective means of showing your support or opposition 

to an issue. When NOCALL wrote a letter  to Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA-16) 

IDEA CORNER: Visit your federal and state legislatorsõ Web sites and sign up for 

updates by email or RSS feed. This is a good activity for each member of your 

committee, and can be an easy way for new committee members to get involved. 

Doing so will encourage on-going communication with your legislators, which is 

the key to building successful relationships!  

http://judiciary.senate.gov/
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/ltNOCALL072508.pdf


 

thanking her for introducing H.R. 6589, the Charles H.W. Meehan Law Library 

Improvement and Moderniza tion Act , in July 2008 Rep. Lofgren was so pleased 

that she mentioned the letter at a mark-up on the bill. It was important that she 

heard from law librarians in her district to let her know that this bill was 

important to them.   

 

How Your Chapter Can Inf luence Policy at the State Level  

 

Influencing legislation at the state level is similar to influencing policy at the 

federal level. You'll want to start by getting a sense of the political climate, 

gathering background information on your legislators, and making a list of the 

issues of importance to law librarians in your state. Below, we've provided some 

ideas for topics to search for when you're looking for background information. 

Remember, when state legislation comes up, we ask that you share information 

with the Government Relations Committee and Government Relations Office, as 

well as post to the Advocacy Listserv. 

 

For links to your state legislature's Web site, see the list provided by the National  

Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL). In addition to linking to the home page 

of the each legislature, NCSL allows you to search for specific content (such as, 

bills, press rooms, statutes) from all states, or a selected state or states. You may 

also want to look at the State Legislatures, State Laws, and State Regulations 

section of the Law Librarians Society of Washington, D.C.'s (LLSDC) Legislative 

Source Book which provides links to Web sites (and telephone numbers, where 

appropriate) of state legislatures, administrative codes, state libraries, and more.  

Recently, there's been a discussion on the Advocacy Listserv about what 

resources AALL members and chapter members use to track legislation in their 

own state. The Government Relations Committee has put together a state bill 

tracking chart  with the bill tracking services we've collected so far. To add your 

state to the list, join the Advocacy Listserv and send us a link! 

  

 

http://www.ncsl.org/public/leglinks.cfm
http://www.ncsl.org/public/leglinks.cfm
http://www.llsdc.org/state-leg/
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/govr/billtrack.htm
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/govr/billtrack.htm
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/govr/billtrack.htm
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/aalladvocsubscribe.asp


 

 

 

 

 

To get started tracking legislation in your state, ask yourself these 

simple questions:  

 

1. What are the dates of the legislative session? Check the Government Relations 

Committee's state bill tracking chart  to see if your state is listed. If not, you can 

find information on the National Conference of State Legislatures' Legislative 

Calendar.  

2. Who are my representatives? 

3. What issues is the legislature likely to address this session? For example, given 

the current economic crisis, will important programs be cu t? Read local 

newspapers for some ideas. Also check for local blogs that track issues in the state 

legislature. 

4. Explore the legislature's Web site for tools to keep you up-to-date on the 

legislature's work. Does your state offer RSS feeds or emails? If so, sign up to 

receive them. Do the same on the Web sites of your own representatives. If they 

don't offer such services, bookmark these sites and visit them a few times a 

month during the session (less frequently when the session is out). The 

Government Relations Committee's state bill tracking chart  includes links to free 

bill tracking services offered by many states.  

You may also want to search for keywords such as: 

 County Law Libraries  

 State depository library program  

 Digital authentication  

 Preservation  

 Public access 

 Freedom of information  

 Privacy 

 

IDEA CORNER: 

Want to help your chapter members monitor legislation in your state? Put links to 

your state legislature and other legislative resources on your chapterõs Web site. 

For examples, see the òLegislation to Watchó on VALLõs Wiki or SANDALLõs 

Resources page.  

 

http://www.aallnet.org/committee/govr/billtrack.htm
http://www.ncsl.org/programs/legismgt/about/sess2009.htm
http://www.ncsl.org/programs/legismgt/about/sess2009.htm
http://www.ncsl.org/programs/legismgt/about/sess2009.htm
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/govr/billtrack.htm
http://vall.pbworks.com/Legislation-to-Watch
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/sandall/resources_fedstate.htm


 

Know the Politics and Players  

 

When the legislature is out of session, take the opportunity to do some 

background research on state politics. What is the current political environment 

in your state? Do you think your lawmakers will be friendly or unfriendly to your 

issues? It is important to start with a good sense of the climate, as this will help 

you shape your strategy and message down the road. 

 

Take some time to research your legislators. Much of this research is the same as 

for your members of Congress: 

 What is their educational background? 

 Do they have a J.D.? If so, they may already have an understanding of 

some of our key issues. 

 What is their other profession? 

 What issues are important to them? 

 What committee assignments do they have? 

 

Once youôve familiarized yourself with your representatives, call their offices and 

set up a meeting with their local  staff. Convincing your policymakerôs staff of the 

importance of your issues is the key to your legislatorsô attention. Staff members 

usually have a few issues on which they focus and theyôll report back to their boss 

(your legislator), so building relationships w ith the right s taff  members will help 

get your message heard. Find out who the staff member who deals with your 

issues is and try to set up a meeting with that person. If youôre well prepared for 

the meeting, you can establish yourself as a trusted and knowledgeable resource 

to whom they will turn . Thatôs your goal!  

 

Take Action  

 

Once youôve collected some background information on the political climate and 

your state legislators, youôll be ready to take action.  Below are the steps you 

should take if your chapter supports or opposes a particular piece of legislation. 



 

Do Your Homework  

 

Members of your chapterôs legislative should try to answer these questions. Once 

youôve answered them, youôll be ready to take action. Please let the Government 

Relations Committee and Government Relations Office know when something is 

happening in your state. In addition, email the Advocacy Listserv with your 

update. 

 
 What will the legislation do?  

 Why do you support or  oppose the bill?   

 What changes would need to be made to get your support? 

 Who sponsored the bill? Who are the co-sponsors (if any)? 

 Whatôs the status of the bill? Has it been introduced? If so, what 

committee is it (or will it be) in? Has it passed either House?  

 

Determine Your Course of Action  

 

Once youôve gathered background information, spend some time thinking about 

what you want to see happen and your strategy for reaching that goal.  

 

 What is your goal?  It is important to be clear about what you are 

trying to accomplish. Are you trying to stop a piece of legislation from 

passing or eliminate a particular provision of a bill?  

 Who are your targets?  A target is a decision-maker or decision-

makers who have the power to make the change you want to see. Do you 

already have a relationship with the lawmaker who introduced the bill or a 

lawmaker who would support your position? If so, youôll want to set up 

meetings with the appropriate staff right away.  

 Who are your allies?  Contact other organizations to see if they will 

support your position. Identify possible coalition partners such as:  

 The state and local bar associations 

 The state library association 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/aalladvocsubscribe.asp


 

 A state government documents group 

 Other non-profits, such as open government groups 

 What other actions are needed to rea ch your goal ? What do you 

want your chapter members and allies to do? This could be writing letters 

or making phone calls to your targets, participating in meetings with staff, 

or getting the word out to other allies and the media.  

 

Mobilize and Take Action 

 

Once your committee has collected background information and determined 

what you want to do, youôre ready to take action. 

 

 Organize:  Tell your chapter members about the proposed 

legislation. Ask them to participate in your campaign.  

 Inform:  Generate materials like position papers, fact sheets, and 

letters to give to legislators and the media, if appropriate. 

 Use Your Network:  Ask your allies to join you in taking action. 

Keep the Government Relations Committee, Government 

Relations Office, and Advocacy Listserv informed of your action 

and progress.  

 

4.4 Case Studies 
 

FUNDING FOR COURT LAW LIBRARIES  

 

Here is an example of a successful effort by the Law Library Association of 

Maryland  (LLAM) to oppose and stop a bad bill in Maryland. Thanks to LLAM 

Government Relations Chair Joan Bellistri for her help in crafting this case study. 

We will add other examples in the future.  

 

 

LLAM Stopped Bill s to Disrupt Revenue to Court Libraries  

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/llam/
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/llam/
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/llam/


 

 

In early 2008, LLAM  became aware of legislation (Senate Bill 86, House Bill 247) 

introduced in the state legislature that would negatively affect the revenue stream 

to Maryland court libraries. This case study looks at the steps LLAM followed to 

successfully stop this bill in the legislature.  

 

LLAM Did Their Homework  
 
 

Maryland  law libraries were a step ahead because they had already established a 

working relationship  with the  Maryl and Library Association  (MLA)  and 

Maryland Administrative Office of the Courts  (AOC). The AOC informed Steve 

Anderson, Director of the Maryland State Law Library, about the bills and asked  

for his input.  Steve Anderson then shared the information with th e Chair of the 

Conference of Maryland Court Law Library Directors  (CMCLLD) .  Chair of 

CMCLLD was also the LLAM GRC chair and a member of the MLA Legislative 

Advisory Panel. 

 

 They identified the problem  
 

Marylandôs circuit court law libraries receive a portion of their revenues from the 

fines defined in Maryland Annotated Code, Courts and Judicial Procedures 

Section 7-507. The legislation (Senate Bill 86, House Bill 247) would have 

disrupt ed this revenue stream. 

 They identified the co-sponsors 

 

Joseph F. Vallario, Jr., Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, and Brian E. 

Frosh, Chair of the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee sponsored the bill in 

the House and Senate, respectively.  

 

 They identified key allies 

 

http://mlis.state.md.us/2008rs/billfile/SB0086.htm
http://www.mdlib.org/


 

LLAM worked closely with the AOC, the Maryland Judicial Conference and the 

Conference of Maryland Court Law Library Directors  to oppose these two bills.  

 

They Determined Their  Course of Action 

 

The LLAM Government Relations Committee prepared a statement and 
testimony as to the effect of the bills on Maryland Court Libraries.  
 
The Committee then contacted the LLAM board and presented the information.  
 

 
They Mobilized and Took Action  
 

Janet Camillo, President of LLAM, contacted the AALL Government Relations 

Office for help in opposing this bill.  Because of the urgency of this matter, AALL 

President Ann T. Fessenden wrote to Joseph F. Vallario, Jr., Chairman of the 

House Judiciary Committee, and Brian E. Frosh, Chair of the Senate Judicial 

Proceedings Committee, to oppose this legislation. LLAM also wrote a letter  to 

the Chairmen expressing their  concern.  

 

Information  on the bills was included in the MLA Legislative Day information 

packets that were distributed to the legislators when lib rarians visited the offices 

of their respective delegates and senators on February 2, 2008. These bills were 

included in the talking points for these visits as well.  

 

The Legislative Committee of the Maryland Judicial Conference prepared 

testimony with the  assistance of Steve Anderson, Director of the Maryland State 

Law Library , which was submitted to the committees. 

 

On February 6, 2008, a hearing was held on the legislation in the Senate Judicial 

Proceedings Committee and on February 5, 2008  in t he House Judiciary 

Committee. Marion Francis, President of the Maryland Library Association , 

testified  at both hearings against the legislation and in support of the circuit court 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/LLAMmemo2008.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/MLAtestimony2008.pdf


 

libraries. At the end of her successful testimony, one sponsor of the bill remarked, 

ñMadam, I believe you have just killed my bill.ò 

 

4.5 Chapter Letters  
 
Chapter letters are an easy and effective means of showing your support or 

opposition to an issue. When an important i ssue arises at the federal level where 

we need your chapter to take action, or when you need our help at the state level, 

the Government Relations Office staff will work with you to write a letter to the 

appropriate officials.  

 

 Chairs and Ranking Members of the Connecticut General Assembly Joint 

Committee on Appropriations  

Letter from South ern New England Law Librarians Association (SNELLA) to 

deliver the petitions showing the broad support from Connecticut's residents for 

the courthouse law libraries that are being threatened with closure. [PDF]  

February 22, 2010 

 

Chairs and Ranking Members of the Connecticut General Assembly Joint 

Committee on Appropriations  

Joint letter from AALL and  SNELLA to oppose the proposed closure of six law 

libraries and three other court facilities in Connecticut. [PDF]  

December 23, 2009  

 

The Honorable M. Jodi Rell, Governor  

Joint letter from AALL and SNELLA to exp ress concern about the recent budget 

cuts to the Connecticut Judicial Branch. [PDF]  

December 23, 2009  

 

Letter from the Law Librarians of New England (LLNE) to Governor Deval 

Patrick 

To oppose funding cuts and possible closing of the Massachusetts State Library. 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/lt022210SNELLA.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/lt022210SNELLA.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/lt022210SNELLA.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/lt122309Approps.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/lt122309Approps.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/lt122309Governor.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/LLNE111309.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/LLNE111309.pdf


 

[PDF]  

November 13, 2009  

 

Letter from the Chicago Association of Law Libraries (CALL) letter to Sen. Dick 

Durbi n 

To thank him for sponsoring the JUSTICE Act of 2009. [PDF]  

September 18, 2009  

 

Joint Letter from AALL and the San Diego Area Law Libraries (SANDALL) to 

City Clerk Elizabeth Maland 

In support of regarding the City's recent decision to stop publishing the San 

Diego Municipal Code supplemental updates for public distribution. [PDF]  

June 1, 2009  

 

Joint letter from AALL and th e Southern New England Law Librarians 

Association (SNELLA) to the Chairs and Ranking Members of the Connecticut 

General Assembly Joint Committee on Appropriations  

To oppose proposed elimination of acquisitions funding for Connecticut Judicial 

Branch Law Libraries in FY 2010 and FY 2011. [PDF] 

May 18, 2009  

 

Joint letter from the Association of Law Libraries of Upstate New York 

(ALLUNY) and the Law Library Association of Greater New York (LLA GNY) 

To ask Sen. Charles Schumer to support S. Res. 118 to ensure no-fee public access 

to Congressional Research Service reports through the Internet. [PDF] 

May 18, 2009  

  

Conclusion 
 

http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/CALL091809.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/CALL091809.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/lt060109.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/lt060109.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/lt051809.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/lt051809.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/lt051809.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/NY051809.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/NY051809.pdf


 

We hope this Advocacy Toolkit provide s with you with the  inspiration , tools, and 

resources you need to become a successful advocate for law libraries. As you can 

see, we make it easy for you to get involved and take action.  

 

In case you need any more convincing about the benefits of becoming a champion 

for law libraries , here are the Top Ten Reasons Why You Should Join Our 

Advocacy Team :  

 

10. There is truly an advocacy role, large or small, for every AALL member and 

sometimes all it takes is a few phone calls or e-mail messages to a government 

official to swing the balance in our favor on an issue that will benefit law libraries.  

 

9. Becoming an AALL advocate means "being in the loop.ò You can easily track 

issues that affect our profession by taking advantage of the many 

communications tools from the Government Relations Of fice.  

 

8. Real benefits for your library and its users have resulted from AALLôs efforts to 

promote balance in copyright law and permanent public access to authentic 

online legal information.  

 

7. Skills youôll develop advocating for a policy issue can be adapted easily for use 

within your own institution to address the needs of your library and users.  

 

6. Public participation in government is at an all -time high so itôs important that 

law librarians speak up and impact our elected officialsô decisions. 

 

5. Law librarians are naturals at advocacy because they are knowledgeable, 

articulate, and able to organize information and explain complex issues in an easy 

to understand way. 

 

4. ñAll politics is localòðelected officials listen carefully to their constitu ents and 

they are accountable to you.  



 

 

3. Developing a working relationship with your elected officials or their staff 

makes them aware of law libraries as a valuable resource and willing to listen to 

you when important information issues are under consid eration.   

 

2. AALL's ambitious policy goals cannot be achieved by a small staff and only a 

few membersðñit takes a villageò and solid support from all sectors of our 

membership. 

 

1. Being an active member of AALLôs advocacy team is challenging, rewarding 

and, believe it or not, fun!  

 

Members of the AALL Government  Relations Committee and your staff here at 

the Government Relations Office look forward to working with you as a member 

of our team! 

 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions  
 

Does my voice really make a di fference?  
 
The simple answer is yes! Your lawmakers want to know what you think  about 

issues that impact law libraries. After all, youôre a constituent and youôll be 

responsible for re-electing them. By making your voice heard through phone 

calls, emails, letters, and visits, you have the opportunity to influence your 

legislatorôs opinion. Your opinion and your stories help your lawmaker decide 

what is important to his or her constituents.  

 
Is it better to call, write, or email my member of Congress?  
 



 

This answer varies, depending on whether you are taking action as an individual 

or as a chapter, at the federal or state level. 

 

Individuals:  

 

Federal  level :  In general, it is better to call or email your member of Congress. 

Since the Anthrax attacks in 2001, written letters to Congress and some agencies 

must go through a screening process. That process causes major delays in getting 

your letters to Capitol Hill.  

 

If the matter is urgent, we encourage you to make a phone call to your 

representatives Washington, D.C. or district office. To find your Senators' and 

Representative's phone numbers, you can call the Capitol Switchboard at (202) 

224-3121 and ask for them by name, or search for your member on the House or 

Senate Web site. If weôre asking you to take action, weôll provide you with links to 

your memberôs contact information and specific talking points on the issue at 

hand.   

 

Chapters:  

 

Federal  level :  When the Government Relations Office asks you to take action, 

itôs usually in the form of writing a letter. To avoid the screening delays and 

ensure your letter ends up in the right hands, Advocacy Communications 

Assistant Emily Feldman will hand -deliver your letters to the appropriate 

Congressional office on Capitol Hill. We will also usually ask you to send the 

letter (by snail -mail, fax or by dropping it off in -person (the best method)) to 

your membersô District Office.  

 

State  level :  At the state level, the best communication methods are usually in-

person visits, letters, and telephone calls. 

  
 

http://www.house.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/


 

How do I write a letter to my member of Congress?  
 
When writing a letter to your representative, there are some basic rules to follow. 

Individuals and Chapters:  

When the Government Relations Office asks individuals and chapters to take 

action, weôll provide you with background information and our key talking points. 

We may also draft a sample letter in which weôll encourage personalization. Your 

stories will grab your representativeôs attention, so donôt be shy to share them! 

Here are some general rules to keep in mind when writing a letter to your 

representative:  

1. Stick to one issue. The most effective way to deliver your message is to keep 

your message short, clear and concise. 

2. Be specific. Provide bill numbers when possible. 

3. Articulate your support or opposition to the issue.  

4. Include an ñaskò. Be clear as to what youôd like your member of Congress to do, 

e.g., co-sponsor the bill, reverse his or her opposition to it, etc.  

Addressing  your letter:  

To a Senator : 

The Honorable (full name)  

Room number and name of Senate Office Building 

United States Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Dear Senator (last name): 

To a Representative:  

The Honorable (full name)  

Room number and name of House Office Building  



 

United States House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Representative (last name):  

When writing to the Chair of a Committee or the Speaker of the House, it is 

proper to address them as Mr. Chairman or Madam Chairwoman  or Madam 

Speaker or Mr. Speaker. 

 

How do I track state legislation?  

To get started tracking legislation in your state, ask yourself these simple 

questions: 

1. What are the dates of the legislative session? 

2. Who are my representatives? 

3. What issues is the legislature likely to address this session? For example, given 

the current economic crisis, will important programs be cut? Read local 

newspapers for some ideas. Also check for local blogs that track issues in the state 

legislature. 

4. Explore the legislatureôs Web site for tools to keep you up-to-date on the 

legislatureôs work. Does your state offer RSS feeds or emails? If so, sign up to 

receive them. Do the same on the Web sites of your own representatives. If they 

donôt offer such services, bookmark these sites and visit them a few times a 

month during the session (less frequently when the session is out). 

You may also want to search for keywords such as: 

 County Law Libraries  

 State depository library 

program 

 Digital authentication  

 Preservation  

 Public access 

 Freedom of information  

 Privacy



Resources:  
 
AALLNET 
 
AALL Government Relations Office 
 
AALL Washington Blawg 
 
AALL's Policy Committees: 

 Copyright Committee 
 Electronic Legal Information Access & Citation Committee 

(ELIACC) 
 Government Relations Committee (GRC)  

 
United States House of Representatives  
 
United States Senate  
 
 

For additional links to the numerous coalitions AALL participates in, the 

many organizations we partner with, and useful government Web sites 

and databases, visit the Other Resources page on our Web site. 

 

Government Relations Office Staff 
 

Mary Alice Baish 
Director  
AALL Government Relations Office 
(202) 942-4237 
mbaish@aall.org 
 
Emily Feldman  
AALL Advocacy Communications Assistant 
AALL Government Relations Office 
(202) 942-4233 
efeldman@aall.org 

 

http://www.aallnet.org/
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash
http://aallwash.wordpress.com/
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/copyright.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/eliac.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/eliac.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/government.asp
http://www.house.gov/
http://senate.gov/
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/links.asp
mailto:mbaish@aall.org
mailto:efeldman@aall.org
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