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Towards a Broadband Public Interest
Standard

61 Administrative Law Review 1 (2009)

Although they emerged seven decades apart, commercial
broadcasting and the Internet were greeted with similar

excited declarations of their potential to transform American

democracy by hosting an electronic free marketplace of

ideas that would inform and enlighten citizens and catalyze

discussion on issues of public importance. The federal

’ government played a central role in the initial development
and proliferation of both technologies, but then assumed

e very different regulatory orientations to the two industries

(] once they were commercialized. In broadcasting, the
government took on an interventionist posture promoting

civic republican First Amendment values by means of a

variety of public interest programming requirements,

‘ justified by the public ownership and scarcity of broadcast
spectrum. Technological, constitutional, regulatory and

political constraints, however, conspired to render the
broadcast public interest standard largely ineffective at
realizing the democratic and expressive potential of the
broadcast media.

Read more at http://www.aallnet.org/caucus/lllc/varona.html
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