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NYS Supreme Court Library - Rensselaer County - Troy, NY 

Formerly a church, the Library has been in this 
Courthouse Annex location since 1915. Extensive 
renovations to the Courthouse complex were 
undertaken in the late 1990’s. The picture of the 
Library interior was taken by a Troy Record 
photographer on the occasion of the Library Centennial 
in December, 2008. Law Library Assistant, Martha 
Greene, recently took a picture of one of the stained 
glass windows (Law). 

Text by Laura Barber; photos from the Troy Record and by Martha Greene, Law Library Assistant 

A Trip to the Tower 
by Robert D. Cunningham, MLS, M. Dolores Denman Courthouse 

Tower of the Cutler Building, home of the Appellate Division, Fourth Department Law Library 

 Distant View (above left) and The Tower (above right) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 20) 

Welcome to Our Worlds — ALLUNY Spaces 
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. 
Up the Stairs (above left) 
 Long Way Down (above right) 
Almost There (below left) 
 Through the Hatch (below right) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 19) 

(Continued on page 21) 

A Trip to the Tower 

Welcome to Our Worlds — ALLUNY Spaces 
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A Trip to the Tower 

. 
From the Tower: Roof of the Courthouse Far Below and East Avenue (above left) 
 From the Tower: Chestnut Street with Lake Ontario in the Distance (above right) 
From the Tower: Heart of the City (below left) 
 From the Tower: Highland Park and the Tower of Colgate-Rochester Divinity School in the Distance (below right) 
 

 
 

(Continued from page 20) 

Welcome to Our Worlds — ALLUNY Spaces 

What’s going on at your Library? 
Inspire your colleagues — share your news and views  

in the ALLUNY Newsletter. 
Next issue: December 2009.  Submission deadline: November 10, 2009 
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Help Review the AALL Competencies of Law Librarianship 
 
The AALL Continuing Professional Education Committee is conducting online discussions about the AALL 
Competencies of Law Librarianship, approved by the AALL Executive Board in March 2001, to discover if the 
competencies are still relevant or whether modifications are needed. The CPE Committee offers AALL members the 
opportunity to comment and share their thoughts on the competencies through the Tools for Success in Today’s 
Economy wiki at http://aallnet.pbworks.com/AALL-Competencies. 
 
The core competencies and specialized competencies are listed on the wiki, which includes questions that will help you 
get started on thinking about the competencies. Please join in the discussions online! 

New Edition of the AALL Price Index Now Available 
 
The AALL Price Index for Legal Publications, 6d., is now available in the Members Only Section of AALLNET at http://
www.aallnet.org/members/price_index-2008.asp. This year's Price Index includes 2008 pricing information for more 
than 500 titles. The table-based report also includes details for the mean cost of titles and percentage increases over 
previous years for serial publications, legal periodicals, loose-leaf services, commercially published court reporters, and 
supplemented treatises. 
 

AALL Dues Help for Unemployed Members 
 
To help in these tough times, AALL is offering a discounted membership rate for AALL members who are 
recently unemployed. The discounted membership appears online and in all public records simply as an “Active” 
membership, but is billed at the student/retired rate ($55 instead of $218). The discounted rate is good through May 
31, 2010. 
 
Unemployed AALL members should fill out the online form at http://www.aallnet.org/about/unemployed-member-
form.pdf or contact AALL Membership Services Coordinator Hannah Phelps (hphelps@aall.org or 312-205-8022) to 
sign up. 

Archived Webinars Available on AALLNET 
 
AALL members now have the chance to view six popular Webinars presented October 2008-February 2009 in the 
Members Only Section of AALLNET: 
 

• Twenty Essentials for the Effective Speaker http://www.aallnet.org/members/media_show.asp?mnum=68 
• How to Train Without Showing Up http://www.aallnet.org/members/media_show.asp?mnum=69 
• Law Firm Library Budgeting for Hard Economic Times http://www.aallnet.org/members/media_show.asp?

mnum=70 
• Take the Lead: Journey to Authentic Leadership http://www.aallnet.org/members/media_show.asp?mnum=67

(free for AALL members)  
• C-ing is Believing—Next Steps for Library Success http://www.aallnet.org/members/media_show.asp?mnum=71 
• Gu ided  Tour  o f  you r  AALL  Member sh i p  h t tp s : / / a a l l .webex . com/aa l l / l s r . php ?

AT=pb&SP=EC&rID=1269612&rKey=BC12097A308C9EAD (free for everyone) 
 
The links above are available for AALL members only. Nonmembers can access the 2008 Webinars http://
www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventId=704143 and 2009 Webinars http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?
EventId=710466 for a higher fee. 

News from AALL 

http://www.aallnet.org/members/media_show.asp?mnum=70
http://www.aallnet.org/members/media_show.asp?mnum=70
https://aall.webex.com/aall/lsr.php?AT=pb&SP=EC&rID=1269612&rKey=BC12097A308C9EAD
https://aall.webex.com/aall/lsr.php?AT=pb&SP=EC&rID=1269612&rKey=BC12097A308C9EAD
http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventID=710466
http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventID=710466
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AALL2go Coming to a Computer Near You in August 2009 
 
AALL is proud to announce it is adopting a new, powerful, state-of-the-art learning technology, which will provide a 
new learning gateway to all AALL members. AALL2go will offer you specialized continuing education programs 
designed specifically for law librarians, available online 24/7.  
 
The online learning center will be available this August with audio recordings from the 2009 AALL Annual Meeting in 
Washington, D.C., as well as archived webinars, video recordings, virtual programs, and accompanying handouts. Log 
on to AALL2go to expand your knowledge base and gain new skills to grow your 
career—whenever and wherever you need it.  

New Advocacy Toolkit for the 111th Congress 
 
The AALL Government Relations Office is pleased to announce an exciting new resource to help AALL members and 
chapters become effective advocates for law libraries. The Advocacy Toolkit for the 111th Congress: 2009-2010 is designed 
to help you learn more about AALL’s ambitious legislative agenda. 
The purposes of the Advocacy Toolkit are to: 

• illustrate the many ways in which you can get involved in advocacy;  
• notify you of the latest action alert so that you can promote our legislative efforts;  
• present you with a comprehensive look at the issues and legislation we are currently working on; and  
• provide AALL members and chapters the tools you need to become effective advocates on both the federal and 

state levels.  
 
The Advocacy Toolkit is available as a live document and as a PDF on the AALL Government Relations Office Web site 
at http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/contents.asp. You can sign up for the RSS feed to receive valuable updates, 
learn about AALL’s latest action alert, and monitor legislative priorities.  

Free CALI Lessons 
 
AALL now provides members free access to the full set of online lessons hosted by the Center for Computer-Assisted 
Legal Instruction (CALI) http://www2.cali.org/. With more than 600 lessons covering 32 legal subject areas, these 
online learning opportunities feature a variety of interactive formats that make for an engaging, effective user 
experience. They are particularly helpful for new law librarians with little or no exposure to legal research. AALL 
members can obtain the CALI access code through the Members Only Section of AALLNET at http://www.aallnet.org/
public/index.asp?reason=denied_empty&script_name=/members/cali.asp&path_info=/members/cali.asp  

Follow AALL & ALLUNY on Twitter 
Get up-to-the-minute news from AALL by joining the AALLNET Twitter Feed at http://
twitter.com/aallnet. A separate 2009 Annual Meeting Twitter Feed at http://twitter.com/
aall2009 is dedicated to updates on this summer’s Annual Meeting 
in Washington, D.C. http://www.aallnet.org/events/.  
 
You can also follow ALLUNY on Twitter at http://twitter.com/
alluny . ALLUNY’s Twitter Feed is currently being used primarily 
to share postings from our blogs.  

News from AALL 

http://www.aallnet.org/public/index.asp?reason=denied_empty&script_name=/members/cali.asp&path_info=/members/cali.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/public/index.asp?reason=denied_empty&script_name=/members/cali.asp&path_info=/members/cali.asp
http://twitter.com/aall2009
http://twitter.com/aall2009
http://twitter.com/alluny
http://twitter.com/alluny
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AALL Publishing Initiatives Caucus Meeting  
 
We invite any interested people to attend the Publishing Initiatives Caucus meeting at AALL. It will be held on Tuesday 
July 28th at 7 AM in Renaissance Room 4. Please come join us to brainstorm ideas on how to get the word out to our 
employers. Please join our Discussion Forum too at http://www.aallnet.org/caucus/pic/forum.htm. 
 
If you are unfamiliar with PIC (Publishing Initiatives Caucus) we are a group of librarians who are promoting the 
publication of articles in places that their employers read. In these trying times it is more important than ever to keep 
our expertise in front of our employers of all types. More information can be found at our website http://
www.aallnet.org/caucus/pic/history.htm. This includes the list of articles published by law librarians if you are searching 
for ideas on what to write about. 
 
Let the AALL Publishing Initiatives Caucus co-chairs Carol Bannen and LaJean Humphries know if you are aware of any 
other articles that have been published or send them directly to Michelle Pearse the PIC webmaster who will get them 
on our publications list at http://www.aallnet.org/caucus/pic/published.htm. There are lots of brilliant articles and ideas 
there. You can also set up an RSS feed to get updates. 
 
Don't forget all the law librarians who are also blogging. Check out the list at the AALL Computing Services wiki http://
aallcssis.pbworks.com/Law-Library-Blogs.  
 
Carol Bannen cbannen@reinhartlaw.com  & LaJean Humphries lhumphries@SCHWABE.com,  co-chairs of the 
Publishing Initiatives Caucus 

Questions about ALLUNY membership?   
Contact the Membership Chair: 

Lynn C. Fullshire, Principal Law Librarian 
Supreme Court Law Library, Suffolk 
220 Center Drive, Riverhead, NY11901 
(631) 852-2418         lfullshi@courts.state.ny.us 

Have you renewed your ALLUNY membership? 
and please — remember your membership dues 
 

1. See back cover for membership form 
2. Dues are payable to the ALLUNY Treasurer 

Member Benefits 
 
ALLUNY and AALL provide many resources to their members as part of your dues, don’t forget to take advantage of 
them! Here are just a few of the many helpful resources offered: 
 
9 ALLUNY Events Calendar: http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/alluny/events/events-cal.asp 
9 ALLUNY Job Postings: http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/alluny/jobs.asp 
9 AALL Calendar of Events: http://www.aallnet.org/calendar/ 
9 AALL Job Hotline: http://www.aallnet.org/hotline/hotline.asp 
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I must confess that I am not a poetry person.  Oh, I read my share of sonnets in college, attended a "read-in" by Allen 
Ginsburg, and enjoyed "The Lady of the Lake" and "Spoon River Anthology."  I even purchased a small volume or two 
of poems over the years.  But by and large, with the exception of limericks and haiku, poetry as such has never been a 
preferred form of reading pleasure for me. 
 
Almost everyone must love a good limerick (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limerick_(poetry)).  From the silly ones we 
learned as children to the more raunchy ones we've heard in latter years, they generally provide a good chuckle - not 
to mention groans.  When one of my brothers was living in Caracas several years ago, his daughter began dating.  At 
his instigation, the entire extended family (and a few friends) took part via email in creating limericks about her, the 
boyfriend, and her father's machete.    Limericks can even be "nice":  the librarians in my district recently created 
Limericks (funny and clean) to honor the retirement of our District Executive (they were well-received). 
 
Haiku (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haiku), on the other hand, is still something of a mystery to many people.  Usually 
of a more serious tone, they tend to concentrate on nature or (hu)man's relationship to nature.  But, though subtle 
(we're talking a mere 17 syllables here) they can still be playful - and potentially useful.  This article was prompted by a 
chance encounter with a blog posting by Librarygrrrl (http://www.librarygrrrl.net/) wherein she describes creating 
several haiku and sending them out to students while working the reference desk during finals: http://
www.librarygrrrl.net/2009/05/17/631/ 
 
My first thought, after acknowledging that it was a fun way to interact with the students, was what a great way to market 
your library!  Most of us have an office newsletter of some sort; many of us are actually in charge of producing it.  How 
many times have you had to edit a column because it was either too long or too short?  Take a few moments and 
insert your library-related haiku or limerick (or both) to fill the empty space.  Use an appropriate haiku as your tag line 
in your email signature.  Start planning ahead for National Poetry Month 2010 and have a limerick or haiku contest in 
the office (winners have a choice of Irish cheddar or sushi). 
 
Here are two examples: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Insert your name here?  Only three syllables, please! 
 
And to start you off, the ALLUNY Newsletter committee is inviting you all to submit your own creations for 
publication in the December issue.  Submissions are due to alluny.news@gmail.com by November 10, 2009. 

 
 
 

Do You Haiku? 
by Judy A. Lauer, Pr. Law Librarian, Binghamton  

A reminder regarding format: 
 

fingers count the beat 
bite lip in concentration 
haiku not easy 

frozen computers 
paper jams, in(s)ane questions 
full moon strikes again 
 
treaties, cases, laws 
only ALLUNY* can help 
answer the question 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limerick_(poetry)


 

 

 
2009 Membership Application 

 
Membership is open to all individuals employed within a law library or law section of a general library (active membership), as well as those 
expressing interest in law libraries (associate membership). Students enrolled in a Graduate School of Library Science are most welcome to 
join (student membership). Membership includes the newsletter subscription and access to members-only online resources.  
Questions about membership may be addressed to Lynn C. Fullshire, Membership Chair, e-mail: lfullshi@courts.state.ny.us  
 

Membership Information (Please note any changes) 

 
 

2009 ALLUNY MEMBERSHIP DUES PAYABLE BY JANUARY 31, 2009 
Checks payable to:  Association of Law Libraries of Upstate New York, Inc. 

 
Please return this form with remittance to the ALLUNY treasurer: 

Charles Finger  
Collection Development/Reference Librarian  
Cornell University Law Library  
340A Myron Taylor Hall  
Ithaca, NY 14853-4901  
(607) 255-5862 
 

Name:  Position: 

Institution:  

Mailing Address:  
 

Telephone:  Fax: 

Email:  

AALL Member:   �  Yes     � No I wish to have my name/email added to the ALLUNY listserv:  �  Yes     �  No  

Membership Status (includes Newsletter subscription)  

�  Active Membership $20.00  

�  Associate Membership $20.00 �  New Membership 

�  Student Membership $10.00 �  Renewal 

�  Currently unemployed  
or Life member: Dues waived �  Life Membership 

�  Newsletter subscription  
only: $10.00  

   

Permission to use photographic images:   
Photographs of ALLUNY members may be used in various ALLUNY communications, including the ALLUNY Newsletter 
and website.  Group photographs taken at ALLUNY events may be used without identifying individual members. For indi-
vidual photographs, please indicate your permission for use: 
�  ALLUNY has my permission to use and identify photographs of me. 
�  ALLUNY does not have permission to use and identify photographs of me. 
�  ALLUNY must contact me before using any identified photographs of me in ALLUNY communications.   


