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This is an updated list of the best books, websites, li-
braries, and other resources available for Colorado-spe-
cific legal research.1 “A Guide to Colorado Legal Re-

search Sources—Part II” will be published in the May 2006 Le-
gal Research Corner pages of The Colorado Lawyer.The author
wishes to thank Martha Campbell, Supreme Court Librarian,
Colorado Supreme Court Library, for her guidance and assis-
tance during the editing of this bibliography.

PRIMARY LAW
Constitution
Print Resources

Colorado Constitution. Published as part of the Colorado Re-
vised Statutes (Charlottesville,VA: LexisNexis,® 2003–present)
[formerly Colorado Revised Statutes (Denver, CO: Bradford
Pub. Co., 1973–2002)].

Online Resources
Colorado General Assembly website, available at www.leg.

state.co.us (click on the “U.S. & Colorado Constitutions” link on

the left-hand side of the page, and then click on the “Colorado
Constitution” link on the resulting page).

Subscription Databases
Casemaker® online law library, available at www.cobar.org

(click on the Casemaker icon) (“Casemaker”).
LexisNexis Total Research System, available at www.lexis.

com (“Lexis”).
Westlaw,® available at www.westlaw.com (“Westlaw”).

Statutes
Print Resources

Colorado Revised Statutes (Charlottesville, VA: LexisNexis,
2003–present) [formerly Colorado Revised Statutes (Denver,
CO: Bradford Pub. Co., 1973–2002)]. As of 2003, LexisNexis is
the official publisher of Colorado Revised Statutes. Published
annually.

West’s Colorado Revised Statutes Annotated (St. Paul, MN:
West Pub. Co., 1989–present). Unofficial publication of the
Colorado Revised Statutes. Updated annually with pocket
parts.

Online Resources
Colorado General Assembly website, available at www.leg.

state.co.us (click on the “CO Revised Statutes” link on left-hand
side of the page) (current through the First Regular Session of
the Sixty-Fifth General Assembly, 2005).

Subscription Databases
Casemaker (current only).

LEGAL RESEARCH CORNER

A Guide to Colorado Legal Research
Sources—Part I

This department, published quarterly, is sponsored by the
Colorado Association of Law Librarians (“CoALL”) to assist
attorneys with common problems in legal research. Readers
interested in submitting research questions may send them
to: CoALL, Legal Research Corner, at http://www.aallnet.
org/chapter/coall; or to: “Legal Research Corner,” c/o Leona
Martínez, Managing Editor, The Colorado Lawyer, 1900
Grant St.,Suite 900,Denver,CO 80203-4336 or e-mail: leona
martinez@cobar.org.

Members of CoALL will attempt to answer as many ques-
tions as possible, either individually or as part of this de-
partment.The information provided in this space is for edu-
cational purposes only and is not intended as legal advice.
No endorsement or recommendation is made of any product
named in this department. Department contributors are
CoALL members and include Don Ford,Andrea Hamilton,
Theresa (Tracy) Leming, and Wanda McDavid. For more in-
formation about CoALL, see www.aallnet.org/chapter/
coall.

Andrea Hamilton is the Research
Librarian at the Boulder office of
Faegre & Benson LLP and a member
of the Colorado Lawyers Committee—
(303) 447-7755, hamilton@faegre.com.
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Lexis (1992–present).
Loislaw,™ available at www.loislaw.com (“Loislaw”) (current

only).
Westlaw (1989–present).

Legislation: General
Print Resources

Colorado Session Laws (Charlottesville, VA: LexisNexis,
2003–present) [formerly Laws Passed at the Session of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the State of Colorado (Denver, CO: Bradford
Pub. Co., 1879–2002)]. Includes passed acts, state constitution-
al amendments, resolutions, memorials, and appropriations.
There is an index of bills, resolutions, and memorials, as well
as tables organized by bill number and subject matter. Pub-
lished annually.

West’s Colorado Legislative Service (St. Paul, MN:West Pub-
lishing Company, 1990–present). Provides information on
amended and newly enacted state laws. Supplements include
amendments to the Colorado Supreme Court’s Colorado Court
Rules and Forms. Published annually, and updated as needed
with Advance Sheets.

Online Resources
Colorado General Assembly, Office of Legislative Legal Serv-

ices website, available at www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/
olls/olls1.htm (click on the “Office Pulications” link, and then
click on the “Session Laws of Colorado” link on the resulting
page) (1993–present).

Subscription Databases
Casemaker (current only).
Westlaw (1989–present).

Legislation: House of Representatives
Print Resources

Journal of the House of Representatives of the . . . Regular
Session of the . . . General Assembly of the State of Colorado
(Denver, CO: s.n., 1953–present) [formerly House Journal of the
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Colorado (Colorado: s.n.,
1861–1876); House Journal of the General Assembly of the State
of Colorado (Denver, CO: s.n., 1879–1949); House Journal of the
. . . Regular Session of the . . . General Assembly of the State of
Colorado (Denver, CO: s.n., 1951–1952)].

Online Resources
Colorado General Assembly website, available at

www.leg.state.co.us (click on the “Journals” link under the
“HOUSE - Current Regular Session” heading) (1998–present).

Subscription Databases
Westlaw (1998–present).

Legislation: Senate
Print Resources

Journal of the Senate of the . . . General Assembly . . . Regu-
lar Session of the State of Colorado (Denver, CO: s.n.,
1953–present) [formerly Council Journal of the Legislative As-
sembly of the Territory of Colorado (Colorado: Thos. Gibson,
1861–1876); Senate Journal of the General Assembly of the
State of Colorado (Denver, CO: Time Steam Printing House,

1879–1931); Senate Journal of the . . . Legislature of the State
of Colorado (Denver, CO: s.n., 1933–1949); Senate Journal of
the . . . Regular Session of the . . . General Assembly of the State
of Colorado (Denver, CO: s.n., 1951)].

Online Resources
Colorado General Assembly website, available at www.leg.

state.co.us (click on the “Journals” link under the “SENATE - 
Current Regular Session” heading) (1998–present).

Subscription Databases:
Westlaw (1998–present).

Case Reports and Opinions: 
Supreme Court 
Print Resources

Pacific Reporter and West’s Pacific Reporter, Second and
Third Series (St. Paul, MN:West Pub. Co., 1883–present). Con-
tains Colorado Supreme Court decisions since 1883. Also cov-
ers opinions and decisions from the state courts of Alaska,Ari-
zona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Kansas, Montana,
Nevada, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, Utah, Washington,
and Wyoming. Updated weekly with Advance Sheets.

West’s Colorado Reporter (St. Paul, MN: West Pub. Co.,
1960–present). Contains Colorado cases from the Pacific Re-
porter, vols.1–300; West’s Pacific Reporter, Second Series;
vols.1–999, and West’s Pacific Reporter, Third Series. Updated
weekly with Advance Sheets.

Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of the
State of Colorado (Denver, CO: W.H. Courtright Pub. Co.,
1912–1982), vols. 51–200 [formerly Reports of Cases Deter-
mined in the Supreme Court of the State of Colorado (Chicago,
IL: Callaghan, 1882–1891), vols. 1–16; Colorado Reports: Cases
Adjudged in the Supreme Court of Colorado (New York, NY:
Banks & Brothers, 1893–1911), vols. 17–50].

Online Resources
Colorado Judicial Branch website,“Colorado Supreme Court

Search for Opinions” page, available at www.courts.state.co.us/
supct/supctopinion.htm (2000–present).

Colorado Judicial Branch website,“Colorado Supreme Court
Case Announcements” page, available at www.courts.state.co.
us/supct/supctcaseannctsindex.htm (1998–present).

Colorado Bar Association website,“Colorado Supreme Court
Opinions” page (includes Case Announcement Sheets), avail-
able at www.cobar.org/opinions/index.cfm?CourtID=2 (past
twelve months).

Subscription Databases
Casemaker (1919–present).
Lexis (1864–present).
Loislaw (1924–present).
Westlaw (1864–1876, Supreme Court of Colorado Territory;

1877–present, Supreme Court).

Case Reports and Opinions: 
Court of Appeals
Print Resources

Pacific Reporter and West’s Pacific Reporter, Second and
Third Series (St. Paul, MN:West Pub. Co., 1883–present). Con-
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tains Colorado Court of Appeals decisions from 1891–1905,
1912–1915, and 1970–present. Also covers opinions and deci-
sions from the state courts of Alaska,Arizona, California, Colo-
rado, Hawaii, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming. Updat-
ed weekly with Advance Sheets.

West’s Colorado Reporter (St. Paul, MN: West Pub. Co.,
1960–present). Contains Colorado cases from the Pacific Re-
porter, vols.1–300; West’s Pacific Reporter, Second Series;
vols.1–999, and West’s Pacific Reporter, Third Series. Updated
weekly with Advance Sheets.

Officially Selected Cases Argued and Determined in the
Court of Appeals of the State of Colorado (Denver, CO: Bradford
Pub. Co., 1970–1980), vols. 28–44 [formerly Reports of the Deci-
sions of the Court of Appeals of the State (New York: Banks &
Brothers, 1892–1915), vols. 1–20; Cases Argued and Deter-
mined in the Court of Appeals of Colorado (Denver, CO: Mills
Publishing Co., 1912–1915), vols. 21–27].

Online Resources
Colorado Judicial Branch website, “Colorado Court of Ap-

peals Search for Opinions” page, available at www.courts.state.
co.us/coa/coaopinion.htm (2000–present).

Colorado Bar Association website, “Colorado Court of Ap-
peals Opinions” page (includes Case Announcement Sheets),
available at www.cobar.org/opinions/index.cfm?CourtID=1
(past twelve months).

Subscription Databases
Casemaker (1970–present).
LexisNexis (1981–present).
Loislaw (1970–present).
Westlaw (1891–present).

Court Rules
Print Resources

Colorado Court Rules: State and Federal (2 vols.) (St. Paul,
MN:West Pub. Co., 1990–present).

Jacobson and Bucholtz, Colorado Rules of Evidence, Anno-
tated (Littleton, CO: Colorado Legal Pub. Co. Inc., 1982–pres-
ent).

All Colorado Court Rules are also included in stand-alone
volumes of Colorado Revised Statutes (Charlottesville, VA:
LexisNexis, 2003–present) and West’s Colorado Revised
Statutes Annotated (St. Paul, MN: West Pub. Co., 1989–pres-
ent).

Online Resources
Colorado General Assembly website, available at www.leg.

state.co.us (click on the “CO Revised Statutes” link on left-hand
side of the page, and then click on the “Colorado Statutes” link
on the resulting page) (current only).

Colorado Judicial Branch website, “Local Rules of the First
Judicial District” PDF, available at www.courts.state.co.us/dis
trict/01st/localrules.pdf (current only).
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Vanatta, Sullan, Sandgrund,
Sullan & Smith, P.C. 

Experienced in construction defect 
litigation, including expansive soils,
class actions, residential and
commercial construction, and 
professional engineering and design 
liability cases.  Also experienced in
insurance litigation, including bad faith
handling of liability, property, builder’s
risk, and errors and omissions claims
of all kinds.

Accepting referrals and requests

for co-counsel.

Scott F. Sullan, Esq. Suite 120

Ronald M. Sandgrund, Esq. 5290 DTC Parkway

Curt T. Sullan, Esq. Greenwood Village, CO

Joseph F. Smith, Esq. (303) 779-0077

Marci M. Achenbach, Esq. Fax: (303) 779-4924

Leslie A. Tuft, Esq.

Dean R. Vanatta, Esq. (of counsel)



Colorado Judicial Branch website, “United States District
Court for the District of Colorado—Local Rules of Practice”
page, available at www.co.uscourts.gov/rules_frame.htm (cur-
rent only).

United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Colorado
website, “Local Bankruptcy Rules” page, available at
www.cob.uscourts.gov/lbrtc.asp (current only).

Subscription Databases
Casemaker (current only).
Lexis (current only).
Loislaw (current only).
Westlaw (current only).

Attorney General Opinions
Print Resources

Biennial Report of the Attorney General of the State of Colo-
rado (Colorado Springs, CO: Smith Brooks Printing Co.,
1877–1966).

Since 1967, print versions of substantive opinions have been
available only from the Office of the Attorney General, Denver,
CO.

Opinions relating to the constitutionality and legality of ad-
ministrative rules are published in the Code of Colorado Regu-
lations (Augusta, ME:Weil Pub.,2 2002–present) (formerly pub-
lished by Public Record Co., 1977–2002).

Online Resources
Colorado Attorney General’s Office, Colorado Department of

Law website, “AG Opinions” page, available at www.ago.state.
co.us/ag_opinions.cfm (1984–present).

Subscription Databases
Casemaker (1984–present).
Lexis (1975–present).
Westlaw (1977–present).
Loislaw (1975–present).

Rules and Regulations
Print Resources

Code of Colorado Regulations (Augusta, ME: Weil Pub.,3
2002–present) (formerly published by Public Record Co.,
1977–2002).

Colorado Register (Augusta, ME: Weil Pub.,4 2002–present)
(formerly published by Public Record Co., 1977–2002).

Online Resources
Office of Legislative Legal Services, Colorado General As-

sembly website,“Rules and Regulations Promulgated by Exec-
utive Departments” page, available at www.state.co.us/gov_dir/
leg_dir/olls/HTML/rules.htm (current only).

Subscription Databases
Lexis (current only).
Loislaw (current only).
Westlaw (current only).

TREATISES, DIGESTS, 
AND OTHER RESOURCES
Treatises
Print Resources

West’s Colorado Practice Series (St. Paul, MN:West Pub. Co.,
2001–present). According to the publisher, this thirty-one-vol-
ume set provides “in-depth analysis and informed advice on
major elements of Colorado practice, rules, and procedure, in-
cluding relevant forms.”5 Covers topics such as civil, criminal,
and appellate court practice; workers’ compensation practice
and procedure; personal injury, employment, real estate, water,
and family law; estates and wills; and commercial transactions.

Pringle, Colorado Law Annotated, 2d (St. Paul, MN: West
Publishing Co., 1991–present). Covers many aspects of Colo-
rado law, including agency, attorney fees, automobiles, dam-
ages, death, dissolution of marriage, eminent domain, employer
and employee, equity, fraudulent conveyances, governmental
entities, guaranty, liens, limitations of actions, torts, real prop-
erty, securities, civil procedure, insurance, criminal law and pro-
cedure, domestic relations, contracts, corporations, and more.6
Updated annually.

West’s Colorado Law Finder (St. Paul, MN: West Pub. Co.,
1993–present). Contains an alphabetical list of Colorado law
topics. According to the publisher, this title “discusses texts,
treatises, encyclopedias, state and federal statutes, court rules,
form books, and digests.”7 West topics and key numbers also
are provided. Updated annually.

Subscription Databases
Westlaw (current only).
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Digests
Print Resources

West’s Colorado Digest, 2d (St. Paul, MN: West Pub. Co.,
1987–present). Covers Colorado state and federal cases since
1864, using the West topic and key number system. Indexes
cases from, but not limited to, Colorado Reports, Colorado
Court of Appeals Reports, and Pacific Reporter. References to
Corpus Juris Secundum are included. Updated annually with
pocket parts.

West’s Pacific Digest (St. Paul, MN:West Pub. Co., 1864–pres-
ent). Covers Colorado state and federal cases since 1883, using
the West topic and key number system. Indexes cases from, but
not limited to, Colorado Reports, Colorado Court of Appeals Re-
ports, and Pacific Reporter. References to Corpus Juris Secun-
dum are included.Also covers Alaska,Arizona, California, Colo-
rado, Hawaii, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming. Updat-
ed annually with pocket parts.

Jury Instructions
Print Resources

Colorado Supreme Court Committee on Civil Jury Instruc-
tions, Colorado Jury Instructions for Civil Trials (Denver, CO:
Continuing Legal Education in Colo., 2000–present). Lexis-
Nexis distributes this title. This title may be referred to as
“CLE edition” or “CJI-Civ.”

Colorado Supreme Court Committee on Civil Jury Instruc-
tions, Colorado Jury Instructions 4th, Civil (St. Paul, MN:West
Pub. Co., 1999–present).

Colorado Supreme Court Committee on Criminal Jury In-
structions, Colorado Jury Instructions, Criminal (St. Paul, MN:
West Pub. Co., 1983) (updated in 1993).

Subscription Databases
Lexis: Civil (current only).
Loislaw: Civil and Criminal (current only).
Westlaw: Civil and Criminal (current only).

Citators
Print Resources

Shepard’s Colorado Citations, 6th ed. (Colorado Springs, CO:
Shepard’s/LexisNexis, 1994). Updated semi-annually.

Shepard’s Colorado Case Names Citator: A Compilation of
Case Names and Citations of Colorado Cases Decided From
1940 to the Present, 2nd ed. (Colorado Springs, CO: Shep-
ard’s/LexisNexis, 1991). Updated quarterly.

Directories
Print Resources

Colorado Legal Directory (Denver, CO: McGraw-Hill,
2001–present) (formerly Colorado Legal & Financial Directo-
ry).

INTERNET SITES
Local Courts and Government

The Official Site of the State of Colorado website, available
at www.colorado.gov. This site provides information about
many aspects of Colorado government, including courts, regu-

latory agencies, permits/licenses/certificates, state statutes,
public schools, county websites, telephone directories, and vital
records.

The Official Site of the State of Colorado website, “Colorado
State Archives—Legislative Records” page, available at www.
colorado.gov/dpa/doit/archives/legis.html.According to the site,
“The Colorado State Archives services a variety of records use-
ful as resources for legislative information and intent, especial-
ly since 1973.”The site provides an annotated list of documents
available from Colorado State Archives, with links to sample
pages. Procedures and fees for researching legislative intent
are posted at the site.

Colorado General Assembly website, available at www.leg.
state.co.us. This is the home page for the Colorado state legis-
lature. It includes both the Senate and House of Representa-
tives. Use this site to find contact information for elected offi-
cials, updates on pending legislation, session laws, and general
legislative resources.

Colorado State Judicial Branch website, available at www.
courts.state.co.us.According to the site:“The Colorado Judicial
Branch joins the Legislative and Executive branches to form
the government for the State of Colorado.The Judicial Branch
is charged with two responsibilities: resolving disputes and su-
pervising offenders on probation.The Branch includes the Colo-
rado Supreme Court, Colorado Court of Appeals, and district
and county courts, served by 262 justices and judges in 22 ju-
dicial districts across the state (excluding 17 Denver county
court judges). Municipal courts are not part of the state system.
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There are also seven water courts, one in each of the major riv-
er basins.” The site provides access to judicial performance re-
views, the Colorado Code of Judicial Conduct, Rules of Court,
and a self-help center containing court forms and instructions.

Colorado Secretary of State website,“Business Center” page,
available at www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/business/main.htm.This
site provides access to business information (including business
organizations, names, and trademarks) and Uniform Commer-
cial Code information through a searchable database. In addi-
tion, the “General Information” section provides links to list-
ings of fees, publications, FAQs, a forms list, and a glossary of
business terms.

Colorado Legislative Council website, “Legislative Council
Research Publications” page, available at www.state.co.us/
gov_dir/leg_dir/lcsstaff/StaffInfo/research.htm. Since 1953, the
Legislative Council Staff has served as the nonpartisan re-
search arm of the Colorado General Assembly.The staff serves
under the direction of a Director of Research appointed by an
eighteen-member legislative committee.The Legislative Coun-
cil’s role is to provide staff support to legislative committees, re-
spond to requests for research and constituent services,prepare
fiscal notes,provide revenue projections,and perform other cen-
tralized legislative support services.The full text of Legislative
Council Issue Briefs since 1997 is available.

United States Courts for the District of Colorado website,
available at www.cod.uscourts.gov. This official site contains
court opinions for civil and criminal federal cases, as well as the
bankruptcy court. Court opinions are kept for sixty days from
the date of posting.Access to dockets and court documents are
available through PACER.The court now requires court docu-
ments to be filed electronically. Current federal rules, forms, no-
tices, and FAQs also are available.

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit website, available
at www.ca10.uscourts.gov. This site features the postings of
Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals court opinions of general inter-
est.This site also provides links to access to Tenth Circuit Court
opinions via PACER (opinions in the past ninety days), Wash-
burn University School of Law (opinions from October 1997 to
present), and Emory Law School (opinions from August 1995
to October 1997).Also available is access to court rules, jury in-
structions, and biographical information on each judge.

Local Legal Organizations
Colorado Bar Association website, available at www.cobar.

org. The Colorado Bar Association is a voluntary bar. The site
contains information on Colorado lawyers, committees, Colo-
rado Legal Education, and opinions of the Colorado Supreme
Court and Court of Appeals. It also provides links to Colorado
rules, ethics opinions, and statutes. The “Member Resources”
section is password protected.8 The website provides member
access to Casemaker, the legal research database of Colorado
legal resources, including case law, statutes, rules, and articles
printed in The Colorado Lawyer from November 1971.

Colorado Association of Law Libraries (“CoALL”) website,
available at www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall. According to the
site, CoALL is “an organization of law libraries dedicated to

promoting librarianship, developing and increasing the useful-
ness of law libraries, cultivating the science of law librarian-
ship, and fostering a spirit of cooperation among the members
of the profession, particularly those in Colorado.” Public online
access to the following resources is available: the organization
newsletter,“The Scuttle”; articles written by CoALL members;
and articles featured in “The Legal Research Corner” of The
Colorado Lawyer.

LOCAL LAW LIBRARIES
Circuit Library, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit,

located in the Byron Rogers Federal Building in Denver, Colo-
rado. This library is open to the public, but library items may
be checked out only by federal judges and their staff. Visit the
website at www.ck10.uscourts.gov/library.cfm.

Colorado Supreme Court Library, located in the State Judi-
cial Building in Denver, Colorado. This library is open to the
public, and serves the Colorado Supreme Court, the Colorado
Court of Appeals, the state’s district and county courts, and nu-
merous state agencies. Visit the website at www.state.co.us/
courts/sctlib. The library collection is searchable through the
online “Library Catalog,” but circulation of library materials is
restricted to court personnel.

Law Library, University of Colorado School of Law, located
in the Fleming Law Building at the University of Colorado in
Boulder, Colorado. Visit the website at www.colorado.edu/
Law/lawlib.The library collection is searchable through the on-
line “LAWPAC” library catalog, and materials may be checked
out by the general public. Selected legal Internet links are post-
ed at the site.

Westminster Law Library, located at the University of Den-
ver Sturm College of Law.The law library has limited access to
the general public; the purchase of a day pass is required for en-
try, but does not entitle the holder to library borrowing privi-
leges. Visit the website at www.law.du.edu/library/default.cfm.
The library collection is accessible through the online “Library
Catalog.”The “Internet Research Links” link provides access to
online resources and research guides on a variety of legal topics.

NOTES

1. Previous versions of this bibliography include: Alexander, Bur-
rows, Rainwater, and Weinstein,“Colorado Legal Resources:An Anno-
tated Bibliography,” 16 The Colorado Lawyer 1795 (Dec. 1987);
Fontenot, “Colorado Practice Materials: A Selective Annotated Bibli-
ography,” 88 Law Library Journal 427–455 (1996). Ann-Marie Wills,
Manager of Library Services, Otten, Johnson, Robinson, Neff, & Ran-
gonetti, P.C., provided subsequent revisions.

2.Weil Publishing was recently acquired by LexisNexis.®

3. Id.
4. Id.
5. See west.thomson.com/product/22012424/product.asp.
6. For those topics not covered in this edition, see the first edition

(San Francisco, CA: Bancroft-Whitney, 1984–1988).
7. See west.thomson.com/store/product.asp?product_id=22050369.
8. For help logging on to the Colorado Bar Association website, visit

http://www.cobar.org/logininstr.cfm. ■
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