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Continuing Education
Our next meeting
is scheduled for
Wednesday, March
11, and will feature
local copyright
attorney, Dana
LeJune.
Mr.
LeJune is the

Have a question about
copyright law for our
speaker? Send it to me at
mbartlett@lockelord.com
by March 5 to have it
answered during our March
meeting.

Continued on page 2...

Fort Bend County Law Library
Celebrates 25th Anniversary
with Open House
By Andrew Bennett & Shanna Pritchett

Wednesday
March 11
11:45 a.m.
at
STCL Fred Parks
Law Library,

To commemorate its 25th anniversary, Fort
Bend County Law Library hosted an Open
House on Thursday, February 5, 2015, from 1
to 3 p.m. Andrew Bennett, Fort Bend County
Law Librarian, welcomed fifty-four guests in
the Law Library and many more gathered
around the refreshment table on the third floor
of the Fort Bend County Justice Center.
Among the attendees were Fort Bend County
Officials, Judges, Law Library Board and
Committee members, Library Administration
and staff, county employees, attorneys, legal

Emilie Slohm Room

Continued on page 7...

Next Meeting

Copyright
Law

Left to Right: Shanna Pritchett, Fort Bend County
Law Library Paraprofessional; Andrew Bennett, Fort
Bend County Law Librarian; Will Colgin, Fort Bend
County Bar Association Treasurer
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Continuing Education
(continued from page 1...)

principle member of the LeJune Law Firm. A
graduate of South Texas College of Law, he is
an expert on copyright law with 28 years of
trial experience. In 2009, he authored and
presented, “Copyright for the General
Practitioner… Oops!” to the Houston Bar
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Association and to a Communications Law class
at University of Houston. Our speaker will
tailor the program to HALL, so please send
your copyright questions to Margaret by March
5th so they can be incorporated into the
presentation. Hope to see you on March 11!
- Margaret Bartlett

Editor’s Notes

scholarships from AALL that can help defray the
costs of JD and MLS programs as well as
Folks, the Winter issue is chock-full of
continuing education expenses can be found on
opportunity. First, you’ve got the opportunity to
page 6.
have your questions about copyright law
Finally, we have the opportunity to learn
answered by emailing our VP, Margaret Bartlett,
by March 5th. Margaret will pass your questions from and about our fellow HALL members.
along to our March meeting speaker and local Caren Luckie provides a great book review on
copyright attorney, Dana LeJune. Such page 4. On page 5, you’ll find another great
opportunities for customizing your monthly member spotlight by Patti Curtis, this time
meeting experience come along infrequently, so about long-time HALL member, Nano
Scherrieb, who recently retired after 30+ years
I encourage you to take advantage of it.
at Andrews Kurth. Last, but not least, we can
You will also find plenty of scholarship
learn about the Fort Bend County Law
opportunities from HALL and AALL in this
Library—which has been around for 25 years—
issue. On page 5, we have the announcement for
in Andrew Bennett and Shanna Pritchett’s article
a travel scholarship from HALL and AALL to
that starts on page 1. Enjoy the opportunities!
attend AALL’s 108th Annual Meeting in
- Joseph Lawson
Philadelphia this summer. Additional
The HALL Newsletter is the official publication of Houston Area Law Librarians. The purpose is to
communicate information to its members. Send contributions, comments and news items to Joseph Lawson,
Editor, at newsletter@houstonarealawlibrarians.com
All contributions submitted for publication are subject to editorial review. HALL does not assume
responsibility for the statements of contributors. Views or opinions expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect the view or policies of Houston Area Law Librarians. The HALL Newsletter is not copyrighted,
however, permission should be sought from the authors and credit given when quoting or photocopying
material from this publication.
Membership dues are $40/year. For membership information, please visit the HALL Membership page.
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Public Service Project
HALL 2015 Service Project:
Ronald McDonald House of
Houston
By Katy Badeaux
Ronald McDonald House Houston offers a
home away from home, providing care,
compassion and hope to families with seriously ill
children being treated in Texas Medical Center
member institutions. They offer a safe and loving
environment to all families of children facing a
life threatening condition, including those in
need of an organ transplant or fighting cancer, at
no cost to the families.

Project Details
Date:

Sunday,
April 26, 2015

Time:

5:00 P.M.

Location: RMH Holcombe House,
1907 Holcombe Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77030
Website: rmhhouston.org

Note the date of the dinner has been moved
to Sunday, April 26. Look for an email on the
Prepare and serve dinner for guests of the HALL listserv closer to our date for more details
Holcombe House, a freestanding 50-bedroom about available volunteer opportunities.
home for longer-term stays. We can bring in preprepared food or make food on site and we will
Katy Badeaux is chair of the Community Services
serve an entrée, vegetable, side, dessert and Committee and a reference/research librarian at the
drinks. For those who cannot participate in the University of Houston O’Quinn Law Library.
dinner service, you may make a donation toward
food costs.
What we will do:

HALL Newsletter
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Book Review
Review of Internet Legal Research
on a Budget: Free and Low-Cost
Resources for Lawyers, by Carole
A. Levitt and Judy K. Davis (ABA
Law Practice Division, 2014)
By Caren Luckie
Internet Legal Research on a
Budget is a resource guide aimed
toward lawyers. As a result, it
made for slow reading by this
librarian. That being said, I think
the book will be very useful to my
office and will definitely suggest it
to newer associates who still think
everything is out there on the
Internet for free. The authors are
very qualified to write a book on
this topic, as both have been
lawyers and are now law librarians. My biggest
peeve with the book was that frequently the
explanation of a website feature and the
illustration of the same feature ended up being
on different pages.
The book is divided into sections by type of
research. The categories are General Research,
Legal Portals and Directories, Case Law
Databases, Bar Association Free member-Benefit
Databases, Researching Legislation, Additional
Research Sources, and Checking Your Research.
Within each part are chapters discussing specific
aspects of the broader topics. Besides Internet
sites for research, there is also a chapter
describing some of the many apps available for

legal research.
This is a great addition, as
attorneys are using mobile devices more
frequently and want information at their
fingertips. The authors do a good job of showing
how to search any website that has quirks, and
the illustrations are very helpful. I like the
breakdown into topics and
subparts, and I think the authors
have done a good job of explaining
the pros and cons of each website.
The biggest drawback to the book
is that it’s in print, and the Internet
changes so rapidly that the book
was almost out of date when it was
published. The authors do give
dates for some of the websites
shown, acknowledging that there
may be changes by the time someone reads the
book. The other drawback was the positioning
of the illustrations and text, although that
seemed to be confined to the first half of the
book.
I think that this book would be especially good
for law school and public law library collections.
It would be very helpful for a solo attorney, or a
student doing legal research, as those individuals
may not have access to a law library or law
librarian quickly. I’m going to recommend it to
some of my associates, and will definitely be
suggesting it to summer associates.
Caren Luckie is a research attorney at Jackson
Walker L.L.P.
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Member Spotlight
A Conversation with
Nano Scherrieb

School writing thank you letters to
donors and typing bookplates. The
librarian recommended me for a
By Patti Curtis
part-time position at the University
On Friday, January 30,
of St. Thomas in the periodicals
2015, Nano wrapped up a
department. It was a wonderful
30+ year career at Andrews
place to learn the ropes. The other
Kurth. Congratulations to
staff members were very helpful. I
Nano!
felt inadequate fielding some of the
questions from the students, so I
Patti: How did you end up
took the 2 courses offered by
becoming a law librarian?
extension from UT, Basic
Nano: I was definitely a “late bloomer.” My
Reference and Cataloging. There was a direct
introduction to librarianship was on a very basic
connection to what I was doing, so I decided I
level. As a faculty wife with a small child, I did
Continued on page 8...
contract work for the library at St. Thomas High

HALL/AALL Annual Meeting Scholarship
The HALL Board is pleased to announce that a
scholarship, jointly funded by AALL and HALL,
will be awarded to one HALL member. The
scholarship will provide financial assistance for
travel to AALL's 108th Annual Meeting &
Conference in Philadelphia.

At-A-Glance
Purpose: Travel to AALL’s 108th
Annual Meeting
Deadline: Friday, March 20
Contact: Natalie M. Lira
Natalie.Lira@bgllp.com

The deadline for submitting applications for
travel grants to the Annual Meeting is Friday,
March 20th. The application and requirements
can be found at the following link: http://
www.houstonarealawlibrarians.com/6415/6625.
html. In addition to this criteria, AALL requires
that grant applicants must have joined AALL in
the last several years.
Email applications and questions to:
Natalie M. Lira
Bracewell & Giuliani LLP
711 Louisiana St., Ste. 2300
Houston, Texas 77002
Natalie.Lira@bgllp.com

HALL Newsletter
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AALL Scholarship Opportunities
Each year AALL awards thousands of dollars in
•LexisNexis John R. Johnson Memorial
scholarships to law school and library school Scholarship
students and AALL members. The following
•Marcia J. Koslov Scholarship—for AALL
scholarships are awarded annually:
members who are state, court, or county law
• Library School Scholarships (for those with librarians to attend continuing legal education
and without JDs)
programs. Not intended for use at the AALL
•Law School Scholarships (for those with MLS/ annual conference.
MLIS and those seeking dual JD/MLIS)

The application deadline is April 1. More
•Scholarships for Library School Graduates information about the scholarships, instructions,
and applications is available at http://
Seeking a Non-Law Degree
www.aallnet.org/mm/Member-Resources/
•Scholarships for Continuing Education Courses scholarships. For more information, contact
•AALL and Thomson Reuters George A. Strait AALL Scholarships Committee Chair Ian
Bourgoine at ian.bourgoine@belmont.edu or
Minority Scholarship
AALL Headquarters.

Marcia J. Koslov Scholarship

increase the odds of worthy applicants
winning. AALL hopes that through publicizing
The Marcia J. Koslov Scholarship provides
them more, we will encourage more applicants.
funding for state, court, and county law librarians
As with all other AALL scholarships, the
to attend conferences, seminars, and other live
continuing education opportunities, for Koslov Scholarship and Scholarship for
professional development, networking, and Continuing Education Classes applications are due
increased leadership roles beyond the usual law on April 1st. If you know colleagues who should
apply, please help us spread the word. Thank
library-related conferences.
you, and good luck!
Additionally, AALL also offers a Scholarship for
Please go to http://www.aallnet.org/mainContinuing Education Classes, available for all
law librarians (not limited to state, court, and menu/Member-Resources/scholarships/Marcia-J
county law librarians) who wish to register for -Koslov-Scholarship for additional information on
continuing education courses related to their the Koslov scholarship, as well as the application.
fields.
Please go to http://www.aallnet.org/mainIn the past, not many librarians have applied for menu/ Me mber - Res ourc es/sc hol ars hi ps/
the Koslov Scholarship or the Scholarship for Scholarship-Applications for the application for
Continuing Education Classes, which may the Scholarship for Continuing Education
Classes.

HALL Newsletter

staff, and members of the public. Attendees
met with Law Library staff, toured the library,
viewed the library’s digital and print resources,
and enjoyed some refreshments. We were
honored to be joined by two former Fort Bend
Law Librarians: Melissa Salnave, Branch
Manager of the
Mamie George
Branch Library in
Stafford, Texas,
and
Joseph
Lawson, Deputy
Director of the
Harris County
Law Library .
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Library’s mission is to provide nondiscriminatory support for the legal research,
reference, and educational needs of all litigants,
attorneys, judges, county officials, and other
interested individuals in Fort Bend County.
The Law Library staff was pleased to welcome
members from
all
these
groups during
our
Open
House
and
hope everyone
will join us
next year.

The
Law
The Fort Bend
L i br a ry
is
C o u n t y
located in the
Commissioners
Fort
Bend
Court ordered
County Justice
the establishment
Center at 1422
of a County Law
E u g e n e
Left to Right: Andrew Bennett, Fort Bend County Law Librarian; Melissa Salnave, former
Library
i n Fort Bend County Law Librarian; Joseph Lawson, Harris County Law Library Deputy H e i m a n n
Richmond, Texas
Circle, Room
Director & former Fort Bend County Law Librarian
in December
3 0 2 9 8 ,
1989, and the Fort Bend County Law Library
Richmond, Texas. For more information, call
was established January 1, 1990. The Law
the Law Library at 281-341-3718.
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Page 8

Member Spotlight (continued from page 5...)

P: What are the major changes in the job since
wanted to pursue a degree. The problem was you started?
that library school was in Austin and I was in
N: The job now “looks” different because
Houston. The only way to do it was to attend the technology is the centerpiece. When I started, all
summer sessions for 3 years and transfer in some I had was a telephone and a typewriter. But
graduate credit from UH. It was difficult to leave underneath all the software, Internet sources,
my husband and young son and live in a dorm for and online products, the essence of librarianship
6 weeks every summer! Since I have a teaching is still there. It still takes resourcefulness,
certificate, I geared my degree plan to be a ingenuity, imagination, and a good portion of
school librarian. By the time I finished, the common sense to make use of it all.
openings for school positions were few and far
P: What is your most fun memory?
between, so I went looking elsewhere. I began
with corporate, medical and law firm libraries. A
friend steered me towards Andrews Kurth
Continued on page 9...
because their librarian was about to retire.
P: Since you didn’t come to AK with a law
background, how invaluable was HALL?
N: I had the luxury of training with my
predecessor for nearly a year before she left. I
think HALL had only been in formal existence
for a few years. As a newcomer, I thought the
librarians might be “territorial” and protective of
their resources. That idea was quickly dispelled
after the first meeting I attended. The members
were open, friendly, and very willing to share
not only materials but their expertise. Jane
Holland, Susan Yancey, T.L. Maulsby, and Karl
Gruben were instrumental in establishing the
cooperative spirit of the group that remains
today. In those days, “networking” meant lots of
phone calls and discussions at the lunch
meetings. We all faced the same issues and it was
helpful to see how everyone approached
different problems. The solution is always
tailored to particular circumstances, but it is
reassuring to know you are on the right track.

Law Librarianship History
By the Day
December 4, 1779: First "chair of law"
established at the College of William and
Mary in Virginia, giving rise to the College's
claim to being the first American law
school. George Wythe was the first to fill
the position becoming America's first law
professor.
January 1, 1992: Legal Information
Institute was established at Cornell Law
School and launched the first law site on the
Internet. At the time, it offered free access
to U.S. Supreme Court opinions and the
U.S. Code using Gopher, a precursor to
today's HTML-based World Wide Web.
February 1, 2010: WestlawNext was
unveiled at LegalTech New York.

HALL Newsletter

Member Spotlight (continued from page 8...)
N: My first AALL conference was very
memorable. I had been with AK about 2 years
and the meeting was in Washington, D.C. I
enjoyed the vendor displays, the presentations,
seeing my friends from HALL, and meeting new
people. I felt like all the pieces were falling into
place and this was definitely going to be my
career path. A few years later, I also had the
opportunity to visit the West operations in
Eagan, Minnesota. The focus at that time was
entirely on the print products. On another trip,
several of us visited the Lexis campus in Dayton.
I think it was still being called “Mead Data
Central!”
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N: I wish I had started on a career in
librarianship sooner. It took a while to find my
“north star.” It has been challenging, stimulating,
and fulfilling. I have made good friends, both
personal and professional. All in all – a good
ride.
P: Any other thoughts/advice?
N: Keep things as simple as you can to get the
job done. Quality control is essential. Build in
safety nets to catch errors as you work through a
process or project.
P: What do you like to read? It doesn’t have to
be work related.

N: I’m sort of stuck on early American/Texas
P: What do you feel is your biggest history right now. The time around World War
accomplishment?
II is interesting to me also because I think about
N: In 2007, we renovated our library space. It my parents and what they experienced.
entailed moving everything out and relocating to
P: What’s next for you?
the basement of our building for three months.
N: I’ve been involved with the Rodeo since
We didn’t just store the materials, we actually
before AK, so I will continue with that. I’ve been
set up a working library in the basement. It was a
a member of the Special Children’s Committee
very tight fit and it tested our resourcefulness.
for 33 years and I am now Chairman of the
Planning and executing the two moves (to the
Scholarship Administration Committee. All of
basement and back to the new space) was the
that will take me through the end of March and
biggest project I had ever been involved in.
then I can start pursuing some other volunteer
Margo had more experience in moving and
work. I’ve got a stack of books to read and lots
rearranging library space, so I followed her lead.
of hobbies that need attention. A trip to New
We worked as a team and got it done. Even the
York in May is in the planning stages. I can’t give
movers were impressed that everything “fit like a
up my friends at AK and HALL, so I’m sure
glove.” We didn’t miss a beat in our service to
there will be some lunches at Maggie Rita’s and
the firm either – that’s a good thing/bad thing. I
Treebeards in the future!
think the scale of what we were doing and our
This concludes a conversation with Nano.
stress level went unnoticed!
Patti Curtis is a librarian associate at Andrews
P: Is there anything you would have done
Kurth.
differently?

HALL Newsletter
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HALL Meeting Minutes - January
HALL MEETING MINUTES
January 12, 2015
South Texas College of Law Library
The November HALL Meeting was called to
order by Vice-President Margaret Bartlett at
12:07 p.m. President Shelby Shanks was out of
town.

Committee Reports:
Archives: Heather Kushnerick said the archives
are still lovely.
Bylaws: No report.
Continuing Education: No report.
Government Relations: No report.

Community Service: Katy Badeaux reported our
The minutes were approved with some HALL Community Service project will be
minor changes.
February 22 at the Ronald McDonald House on
Holcombe. We will be serving dinner to the
Treasurer’s Report was approved.
families and sticking around to clean up.
Old Business: None
Library School Liaison: No report.
New Business:
Membership/Website: Laura Edstrom reported
Margaret reported that Keith Ann Stiverson that corrections have been made to the HALL
from the AALL Executive Board will be our directory and it will be reposted soon.
special guest at the February meeting. We will
Nominations: No report.
take her out to dinner the night before – place to
be determined.
Placement: Candace Kennington reported she
Monica Ortale reported that Colleen posted a job opening at TSU about three weeks
Manning, the new Director at South Texas law ago.
library, starts January 20.

Publications/Newsletter: Joe Lawson asked that
Candace Kennington reported that Nano we submit material for the next HALL
Scherrieb will be retiring on January 30 after 30 Newsletter by January 30.
years of service at Andrews & Kurth.
Scholarships and Grants: No report.
Joe Lawson reported that the Harris County
Law Library will celebrate its 100th Anniversary
on October 1, 2015. He asked that if we have
remembrances, photos, or other memorabilia to
send it his way. There is a party planned closer to
the date.

Vendor Relations: No report.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m.

Submitted by Mary Ann Wacker – HALL Secretary.

HALL Newsletter
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HALL Meeting Minutes - February
SUBJECT to APPROVAL
HALL MEETING MINUTES
February 11, 2015
South Texas College of Law Library
The February HALL Meeting was called to
order by President Shelby Shanks at 12:05 p.m.
The minutes were approved.
Treasurer’s Report was approved.
Old Business: None
New Business:
Colleen Manning, the new Director at South
Texas law library, was introduced to the group.
Committee Reports:
Archives: Heather Kushnerick said the archives
are lovely as always.
Bylaws: No report.
Continuing Education: Margaret Bartlett
reported that the March meeting will feature a
talk from a local attorney specializing in
copyright law. Margaret asked that we send in
questions prior to the visit for the speaker to
address.
Government Relations: No report.

Community Service: Katy Badeaux reported our
HALL Community Service project will now be
on April 26th at the Ronald McDonald House on
Holcombe. We will be serving dinner to the
families there and sticking around to clean up.
Library School Liaison: No report.
Membership/Web site: Laura Edstrom reported
that our web site has been experiencing some
technical problems. The web site folks say they
are not sure when/if it will be fixed. Laura
mentioned it might be time to look at changing
to Wild Apricot again.
Nominations: No report.
Placement: No report.
Publications/Newsletter: Joe Lawson reported the
Winter issue would be out soon, and he is
accepting material for the Spring issue which will
be out in April.
Scholarships and Grants: No report.
Vendor Relations: Colleen Pincumbe reported
she is working on the next vendor forum with
Jay Hochman from Fastcase.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.
Submitted by Mary Ann Wacker, HALL Secretary.

2015 Annual Meeting
Boulder, Colorado
April 9-11, 2015

HALL Newsletter
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HALL Board Minutes - February
SUBJECT to APPROVAL

that we purchase Wild Apricot and Mary
Ann seconded it.

HALL BOARD MEETING MINUTES
February 26, 2015



We also discussed the traditional HALL/
DALL/SWALL reception at the AALL
annual meeting. HALL has done the heavy
lifting organizing this reception for years, and
the other groups put some money towards it.
Each group has contributed $500 and we also
get sponsorship from Jones McClure. DALL
now says they want to pay less than other
others as they have fewer attendees. No one
else is interested in organizing the party.
Margaret will not be attending this year’s
meeting, so we decided to see if someone
from the HALL membership would like to
work on it. If we do not get a volunteer, we
will just let SWALL and DALL they can
organize the event if they want it to
continue.



AALL will provide a free registration to the
annual meeting, so we decided to use that
money as the basis of our grant this year and
donate money from HALL towards a
member’s hotel and plane fare. Mary Ann
made a motion that HALL should spend up
to $1000 on a grant and Margaret seconded
it.



The final item was an audit for HALL. Laura
Edstrom has volunteered to do this. Shelby
made a motion to proceed with the audit,
seconded by Margaret.

Porter & Hedges
Meeting was called to order by President
Shelby Shanks at 12:00 p.m.
In attendance: Shelby Shanks, Joe Lawson,
Kelley Bocell; By phone: Margaret Bartlett,
Mary Ann Wacker; Absent: Sarah Lopez


Discussion of the SWALL meeting – deciding
to host the meeting or co-sponsor it. There
was some discussion of pros and cons of
both. The Board decided we needed more
information to make a decision, so we will
revisit.



The HALL web site has had its share of
troubles of late so the Board decided to look
for a new hosting company. Richard
Guajardo will be able to work with the new
vendor to get the site running more
smoothly.





The Board is in favor of a re-design of our
web site. Joe suggested SquareSpace as an
good option for our site. It’s easy to publish
content and they can also host our site.
Shelby made a motion to switch to
SquareSpace and Joe seconded it.
The Board also decided to switch to Wild
Apricot as our member management
software. This is $50 per month but we
decided it was worth it. Joe made a motion

The meeting was adjourned at 12:29 p.m.
Submitted by Mary Ann Wacker, HALL Secretary.

Houston
Area
Law
Librarians
P.O. Box 61648
Houston, Texas 77208

For the promotion of:
 Ideas
 Sharing
 Education
 Cooperation
 Resources
 Networking

Houston Area Law
Librarians is a chapter of
the American
Association of Law
Librarians.
Our monthly meetings
are held at the South
Texas College of Law.
We present a half-day
seminar in the Fall and a
full-day seminar in the
Spring on legal topics.
However, meetings are
subject to change. Visit
the HALL Website for
more information.
There are close to 200
members of HALL. We
are librarians in firms,
law schools, and courts
as well as vendors and
Library School students.

HALL Officers
President
Shelby Shanks
sshanks@porterhedges.com

Vice President/President Elect
Margaret Bartlett
mbartlett@lockelord.com

Secretary
Mary Ann Wacker
maryann.wacker@bgllp.com

Treasurer
Sarah Lopez
slopez@jw.com

Members at Large
Kelley Bocell
kelleybocell@andrewskurth.com

Past President
Heather Waltman

Joseph Lawson
Joseph.Lawson@cao.hctx.net

HALL Committees
By-Laws:
Tracy Timmons
Continuing Education:
Margaret Bartlett
Membership:
Laura Edstrom
Nominations:
Saskia Mehlhorn
Placement:
Candice Kennington
Publications:
Barbara Szalkowski
Scholarships/Grants:
Natalie Lira

Archives:
Heather Kushnerick
Government Relations:
Margaret Bartlett
Library School Liaison:
Blythe McCoy
Community Service:
Katy Stein Badeaux
Vendor Relations:
Colleen Pincumbe
HALL Website:
Richard Guajardo
Social Media:
Patti Curtis

Visit us online at:
http://www.houstonarealawlibrarians.com

