


through Congress last fall have provided
ample opportunities to share libraries’
concerns about access to government
information and publications. Visit the
Washington Affairs Office online (www.
aallnet.org/aallwash/index.html) for
information on how you can join the
Advocacy online discussion list. Contact
information for chapter GRCs is provided
on the GRC Web site (www.aallnet.org/
committee/govr). All politics is local; learn
how you can get involved at your chapter
level.

Submitted by Kate M. Wilko.

Special Committee on Pro Bono
Partnerships Looks into Pro Bono
Opportunities
The Special Committee on Pro Bono
Partnerships’ members are contacting legal
aid and state bar associations in all 50 states
to determine the types of pro bono oppor -
tunities available. The committee hopes 
to obtain a response from at least one 
organ ization in each state. Some of the
information obtained will describe what
these organizations envision for collabor -
ation and specific recommendations on how
we can work together. The committee plans
to input its finding into an AALL database
that would be accessible to all members.

Submitted by Sara Galligan. ■
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Committee, spoke on behalf
of the Copyright Committee

at the Section 108 Study
Group session in Chicago. The

session covered copies for users,
including ILL copies. It touched on

the future of interlibrary loan in the digital
era and how ILL could continue in an era
where publishers start putting individual
articles and book chapters online. The
Copyright Committee also submitted
written comments in February.

Submitted by Jonathan Franklin.

PAGI Award Nominations Received,
Join Us in Celebrating the
Recipient in New Orleans
The Government Relations Committee
(GRC) received numerous nominations 
for individuals and groups that work to
promote access to government information.
Established in 1998, the Public Access to
Government Information (PAGI) Award
has honored endeavors such as Thomas,
GPO Access, and Regulations.gov. 

The official PAGI award presentation
will occur at the Annual Meeting in New
Orleans. The recipient will be honored
during the Legislative and Regulatory
Update Program. This update session has
become a popular stop for advocates during
the Annual Meeting and presents a nice
opportunity for those new to the world of
advocacy to catch up on news from the Hill.
We hope to see you there.

It’s never too late to become an
advocate. The winds of change that swept

Black Caucus Events 
for Annual Meeting
The AALL Black Caucus has
several events scheduled for the
Annual Meeting in New Orleans.

On Saturday, July 14, from 6:30-
8:30 p.m., the always well-attended
Minority Law Librarians’ Dinner will be
held prior to the Annual Meeting Opening
Event. Be assured that Jean Allen and 
her committee are planning a mouth-
watering feast at a magnificent eatery in
New Orleans. Details for this event will 
be sent via the online discussion list.

The 2007 business meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, July 15, from 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Please submit any agenda items to the chair
by June 1. 

The caucus is sponsoring the AMPC
program, “And Still I Rise: Resurrecting the
Legal System in New Orleans…Tales from
the Trenches,” on Monday, July 16, at 8:45
a.m. The program will feature a panel of
speakers from the New Orleans legal
community who will discuss the challenges
and responses to the collapse of the justice
and legal education infrastructures following
Hurricane Katrina. Donna Nixon, vice-
chair/chair-elect of the Black Caucus, is to
be applauded for coordinating this program.

Mark your calendar for these Black
Caucus events. See you in New Orleans!

Submitted by Ruth J. Hill.

Copyright Committee News
On January 31, Keith Ann Stiverson,
chair of the AALL Government Relations

by Therese Clarke
newscommittee

and most don’t consider themselves “little
people.” As a matter of fact, PIC’s article
database was named the “Best New 
Current Awareness Service for Law Library
Literature” by Joe Hodnicki’s Law Librarian
Blog’s IMHO Awards (http://lawprofessors.
typepad.com/law_librarian_blog/2007/01/
law_librarian_b.html). So if you’ve ever
wondered who’s cool, subscribe to PIC’s
article database, and you’ll be alerted to
every single article someone cool cranks out.  

Take Pride in Your Profession
While this article is primarily directed
toward law firm librarians, all law librarians
should be encouraged to publish in non-
law librarian publications. Academic law

librarians usually have an incentive to get
published in the form of promotion, rank,
or tenure and are usually afforded the time
to do so during normal work hours. I
encourage those of you in this position to
follow the lead of the Association of Law
Libraries in Upstate New York (ALLUNY)
and seek publication in places your faculty
peers respect. ALLUNY has compiled an
impressive collection of articles, many of
which are published in law reviews. (PIC
also provides links to chapter Web sites that
promote their own members’ publications.) 

While I have yet to hear of a law firm
librarian who has been made a partner for
writing brilliant and insightful articles, this
is no excuse for not contributing to the

forum. In fact, who better to write those
timely articles on new and interesting things
going on in law librarianship? 

Regardless of the institution that you
work in, take pride in your profession and
the value you offer to that institution each
and every day. The next time you give
yourself a pat on the back for a job well
done, share your accomplishments with the
local bar by writing an article and do your
part to make sure the lawyers in your neck
of the woods understand what law librarians
do all day. ■

Ann Walsh Long (alwalsh@sbcglobal.
net) is a member of the AALL Public
Relations Committee.
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