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across Albert’s face and he just looked at
me without answering. I did not initially
realize what I had said. Then suddenly 
my brain woke up, and I realized that I 
had just called my boss ‘Daddy’!

“Feeling totally humiliated and embarr -
assed, I apologized profusely. Albert was
gracious and said, ‘I’ve been called various
names in my life, but this is the first time
one of the librarians has called me “Daddy.”’

“What makes this even more ridiculous is
that Albert and I are not that far apart in
age. It’s possible to interpret my slip of 
the tongue through Freudian or Jungian
analysis, but I think it’s best that we don’t
go there.”

— Leonette Williams, associate director
of the law library for collections and
technical services at the University of
Southern California Barnett Information
Technology Center and Call Law Library
in Los Angeles 

“Early in my career an item that was
missing from our shelves caused one of

the particularly volatile attorneys to blow
up. She gave me the choice of losing my
job or providing another copy of the book
immediately. I made a call to the nearest
source for the loose-leaf book—about five
blocks away. The interlibrary loan person
agreed to meet me outside the building. 
I sprinted across a bridge, jaywalked
through traffic, and cut through an alley to
arrive at the revolving door at the same
time as the lending library’s representative.
I reversed the process on the return trip,
but I wasn’t as lucky jaywalking. I was hit
by a city bus. 

“Bouncing off the bus after the impact
with the bumper, I managed to get across
the bridge, go up the elevator, and bring
the book to the attorney. I grabbed 
ice from the kitchen and checked for
structural damage to my knee when I
returned to my desk.

“When my boss saw me and heard what
happened, she gave me some cash, told
me to take a cab home, and said I didn’t
have to come in the next day. My rookie
mistake wasn’t getting hit by the bus. My
rookie mistake was that I came into work
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you get. Then share them with us. Your 
role is to show us your work environment,
spotlight your library, and have fun.

To the newbie law librarian, with your
fresh view of the law library world, spark 
a fire in your library setting by showing
people that their daily grinds can be
something wonderful and special seen
through the lens of a camera. This would be
a great ice breaker for you in your new job.
Participation is the key, and a little glory
early on in your law library career couldn’t
hurt.

Continuing the Great Success
Each year AALL members have submitted
more than 150 photos to this contest.
However, we recognize the real importance
of this contest cannot be judged by the
number of submissions alone. The contest
can best be considered a true success based
on the number of members who take time
out of their busy schedules to be pleasantly
surprised by the photographic talents of
their cohorts.  

Online voting has allowed our
community to be unified by the ability to
view and rank such creative, artistic, and
funny photos. Forward the voting link to

your AALL friends, and wait for them to
call and smile with you.  

This year we are casting each AALL
member to support A Day in the Life in any
one or all of the roles up for grabs below.

Be a director, producer, star or critic.
This year’s deadline for AALL member
submissions is February 29, 2008. Ideally all
photos should be submitted digitally, 
via the Web with their individual entry
forms and releases following the guidelines
provided at www.aallnet.org/dayinlife.
However, print photos may be postmarked
by the deadline and mailed to Julia
O’Donnell, director of publications,
American Association of Law Libraries, 
53 W. Jackson Boulevard, Suite 940,
Chicago, IL 60604.  

Initial judging of A Day in the Life
2008 will be performed by current members
of the Public Relations Committee and will
take place in March. During National
Library Week (April 13-19), the top five
photos in each category will be posted on
AALLNET for AALL members to vote for
the final winners.

All entries submitted will not be returned
and become property of AALL. For all the
details, please visit www.aallnet.org/dayinlife. 

And the award goes to … Categories
for A Day in the Life are always evolving.
This year we are happy to bring you the
following:  

• Librarians as Information Evaluators
and Managers

• Librarians as Expert Researchers
• Librarians as Teachers and Trainers
• Librarians as Trailblazers in New

Technology
• The Artistry of Librarianship
• Most Humorous
Have your name on the walk of fame.

Winners will be notified after final judging
is complete and will be featured on
AALLNET, in the July 2008 issue of AALL
Spectrum, and during the 2008 Annual
Meeting in Portland.  

Remember, we are counting on you to
play a part in this amazing continuing saga
that is (booming voice) A Day in the Life
2008! I’m ready for my close-up…are you
ready for yours? Get your camera, get
excited, and start shooting! ■

Julie Noland (noland@law.campbell.edu)
is faculty services/reference librarian and
assistant professor of law at the Campbell
University School of Law Library in Buies
Creek, North Carolina. 

lights, camera, action— continued from page 4

the next day even though I had a
dispensation.”

— David Rogers, currently public
services librarian at Sidley Austin LLP
Library and Research Services
Department in Chicago
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