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Mr. Lind examines the economic considerations faced by legal publishers
wishing to enter the rapidly evolving casebook market of the late nineteenth
century. He covers the period marked by the publication of the first casebook
in 1871 to the introduction of West’s American Casebook Series in 1908.

¶1 In fall 1870, Christopher Columbus Langdell, a professor at Harvard Law
School who would be appointed dean in 1875, broke away from the traditional
instructional approach using lectures and memorization from textbooks and
required students in his contracts class to analyze and discuss a collection of cases.
This new style of teaching later came to be known as the “case method,” and
Langdell’s collection of cases formed the basis for the first published casebook.1

Although law school casebooks are truly a unique American creation, they do not
enjoy the status of cultural icon like jazz and comic books and, to a great extent,
their importance to legal education from a publishing point of view has been
largely overlooked.

¶2 The history and evolution of both legal education and the casebook have
been well documented, but much of what has been written about the casebook has
focused only on how the content has evolved to meet the changing needs of legal
education.2 Furthermore, casebooks are often portrayed merely as by-products of
the shift in educational philosophy begun by Langdell and his colleagues.
Although a symbiotic relationship is sometimes acknowledged, not enough atten-
tion has been given to the determining role the legal publishing industry played in
the early years, which resulted in the successful transition in legal instruction from
lecture and textbooks to the case method. Were it not for the systematic publish-
ing and marketing of casebooks on a national level, the case method would not
have been able to spread as rapidly as it did. This article examines the economic
considerations faced by legal publishers wishing to enter the evolving casebook
market. The article also looks at casebook production during the crucial early
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stages and shows that to profitably participate in the new venture, publishers
needed to create a product that could both meet broad customer needs and be
accepted by the market.

A Brief History of Legal Education

¶3 To understand the evolution of casebook publishing it is important to look
briefly at what preceded the case method of instruction. Legal education before the
twentieth century was not standardized, and all that was required to practice law
was sufficient knowledge to pass a state’s bar exam and in some instances a high
school diploma.3 A person could decide how to study for the bar, and apprentice-
ship with a judge or lawyer was a popular means. One could also attend a prepara-
tory school to get the necessary training. Many of the first schools were not
affiliated with a university, but were private programs, often run by lawyers, which
did not confer degrees.4 It was not until the mid-1800s that law schools gained
popularity as the formal trainers of lawyers, growing in number from six in 1830
to more than one hundred by 1900.5 Most of these schools that emerged in the lat-
ter half of the century were not small privately operated schools, but rather part of
a larger university. Bar admission requirements were changing as well. By 1900,
almost half of the states required some sort of legal study, either as an apprentice
or by attending a law school.6

¶4 In these early years, the lecture was the primary method of instruction, fre-
quently based on Blackstone’s Commentaries.7 The lecture evolved into the text-
book method of instruction where students were assigned readings from a topical
treatise to be memorized and either recited back to the instructor or tested through
written quizzes.8 Finally, in 1870, Langdell initiated a dramatic shift in educational
philosophy when he started using a method where students and teacher together
analyzed selected cases with the goal of determining the underlying legal princi-
ples. Langdell explained the purpose of his case method of instruction in the intro-
duction to his contracts casebook, stating that the law should be studied as an
evolving science through the analysis of cases not only to identify the leading prin-
ciples governing the topic, but also to understand the law’s growth and develop-
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ment.9 He intended to teach students how to be lawyers by thinking analytically
rather than merely learning the current state of the law through textbooks or lec-
tures.

¶5 Langdell’s method was not immediately successful. In fact, the first time he
used it all but seven students withdrew from his class.10 Nonetheless, one of the
students who remained, James Barr Ames, soon joined the Harvard faculty as asso-
ciate professor and carried on the work Langdell had begun, employing the case
method and compiling several casebooks before the turn of the century.11 The case
method was vigorously debated,12 but in time it spread throughout the law schools,
and finally in 1914 the United States Bureau of Education issued a report stating
that the case method was the primary form of instruction in U.S. law schools.13 For
more than 130 years, the case method has continued to evolve, and today case-
books remain the primary vehicle for classroom instruction. The piece of this story
that has been largely ignored is the importance of the standardization of the case-
book and the expansion of its market in allowing the case method to survive and
spread more rapidly. This article seeks to remedy that omission.

Problems with the Early Casebook Market

¶6 It is a basic economic principle that in any market a producer of goods must sell
a certain amount to meet expenses before profits are realized. This principle holds
true in legal publishing. Before the turn of the century the market for law library
and legal practice materials was not a large one, but publishers were aware of what
was needed to survive. For example, in 1889, West Publishing Company, incorpo-
rated for only seven years but understanding the need to produce and sell legal
materials on a national level, increased its market share by driving Little, Brown
& Company out of the legal digest market.14 By the turn of the century, West had
become the leader in legal indexing and publishing of case reporters. 

¶7 Even though a national customer base had been established for selling legal
materials to practitioners and libraries by the late 1800s, the market for law school
materials, particularly casebooks, was much smaller and a much more difficult one
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for which to publish. In the United States in 1890 there were almost 90,000
lawyers (or potential customers).15 By contrast, that same year, there were fifty-
four law schools with a total enrollment of slightly more than 5000,16 and only a
small portion of these schools employed the case method. In fact, because the for-
mat of law school instruction relied on student use of textbooks and treatises, prior
to the case method publishers had no reason to look to law schools as a market sep-
arate from practicing lawyers. Textbooks on most subjects were currently being
published, used by practitioners, and readily available in law libraries. For exam-
ple, in 1891 the law library at the University of Iowa contained about six thousand
volumes, one thousand of which were textbooks.17 Even after most schools
adopted the case method, textbooks were still so integral to legal education that the
Association of American Law Schools required law school libraries to have a cer-
tain number of textbooks for admission to the organization.18 Although students
may have been required to purchase them for class work, a textbook also could be
seen as an investment to be used later as part of their practice library.19 With the
shift in educational philosophy away from textbooks to the case method in the late
1800s, the ability of publishers to make a portion of their profit, however small,
from law school textbook customers was increasingly reduced. But for a variety of
reasons, the shift away from textbooks did not mean that legal publishers could
immediately find success with an alternative product—law school casebooks.

¶8 Before the turn of the century, the merits of the case method were still being
debated and many schools had not yet adopted it.20 The ones that did follow the
case method used casebooks that were compiled by the school’s instructors for use
in their classes, and the notes, if any were included, reflected the instructor’s point
of view. This is much different from today’s casebooks which are heavily anno-
tated and provide the student with a general survey of the topic.

¶9 Because they were printed on demand for individual use, the spread of case-
books across law schools was difficult, and this became a major factor in limiting
the ability of legal publishers to make a profit. With instructors compiling materi-
als for use by such a small group of customers who would have no future need for
the product, it was difficult to find willing publishers. Remember, there were only
5000 law students nationally in 1890 and only a fraction of these attended schools
using the case method. Until the turn of the century, the case method was used only
in selected classes at the larger university law schools.21 To illustrate how marginal
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the casebook market was to the legal publisher, consider the fact that in 1890, the
total student enrollment at the top six law schools was only 1733.22 Although
Little, Brown & Company has bragging rights to the fact that it published the first
casebook,23 it is also true that James Barr Ames was forced to self-publish his 1874
casebook on torts24 after Langdell’s new style of teaching introduced three years
previously was seen by most as a failure, leaving Ames unable to find a pub-
lisher.25 Other professors during this period also self-published their casebooks,26

although it is unclear if this was due to an inability to find a publisher or simply
for convenience.

¶10 In addition to the insignificant market base, the cost of production was
another prohibitive factor in entering the casebook market. Early casebooks were
lengthy and therefore expensive to produce. These costs were reflected in the
price. Langdell’s 1871 Selection of Cases on the Law of Contracts was an enor-
mous 1022-page collection of 336 cases (most of them unedited) and sold for
$7.50 when it was published.27 The two-volume, 1537-page casebook on torts by
Ames and Smith published in 1893 sold for $10, and Ames’s 1881 Selection of
Cases on Bills, spanning two volumes and containing nearly 1800 pages, would
have cost a student $12.28 These were staggering amounts of money to ask students
to spend on an item for which they would have limited use when they eventually
entered the profession. Consider that tuition at the University of Iowa Law School
was only $20 per term in 1891.29 These prices seem even more dramatic when con-
trasted with the fact that textbooks at the time cost an average of $5 to $6.30 Even
an unabridged set of Blackstone’s Commentaries, the basis for many early lectures,
could be purchased for no more than $10.31 The sharing of casebooks would be a
rational response by students that would only reduce any profits to be made by the
publishers. 

¶11 Another reason that legal publishers would have been hesitant to enter the
casebook market was that the economics of law publishing was changing the way
publishers sold their products. In the late nineteenth century, publishers were
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beginning to sell products on a subscription basis whereby customers would pay
in advance for a series or collection of books.32 The subscription method was
becoming the preferred means of business not only because publishers could bet-
ter anticipate the customer base for a product, but also because it minimized the
need for a large advance outlay of money to produce the materials. These lower
production costs also allowed publishers to keep prices down, and with a known
minimum number of customers there was also a reduced risk of being saddled with
unsold stock.33 To compare with the previously mentioned prices for early case-
books, which were produced on demand, lawyers in 1888 could purchase an
annual subscription to Lawyers Reports Annotated for only $25 and a subscription
to the National Reporter System for $40.34 It is clear that the limited market, phys-
ical size of the items, and initial outlay of production costs were determining fac-
tors in the high price of early casebooks, especially considering that fifty years
later, after casebook production had become standardized and marketed nationally,
the average cost of a casebook was between $5 and $6.35

¶12 Given the aforementioned reasons not to publish casebooks, there never-
theless was a market need, and legal publishers wishing to meet this need and
make a profit would either have to wait until the market grew to a profitable size,
or create a product that was general enough to be marketed broadly yet specific
enough to meet the individual demands of case method instructors. 

Comparisons to Early Growth and 
Standardization of Case Reports

¶13 The idea of finding a niche in the market was not foreign to legal publishers,
and comparisons can be found in the publishing of reporters in the mid-1800s.
After the United States Supreme Court ruled in 1834 that the protections of copy-
right did not extend to written court opinions,36 many legal publishers made their
profits by producing collections of selected cases with precedential value to be
sold to an already established market desperate for practice materials. Several pub-
lishers covered similar jurisdictions during this period, but coexisted in the same
market by providing different selections of cases and editorial content.37 In 1879,
the West Publishing Company dramatically changed case reporter publishing by
introducing the Northwestern Reporter, the first title in what would eventually
become the National Reporter System. 
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¶14 Unlike other publishers who only compiled selected decisions which their
editors felt were the most important, West collected and published all decisions
from multiple jurisdictions. West’s philosophy was that its customer would be a
better lawyer by having available the entire body of law on which to base argu-
ments and defenses “with the certainty that no decisions in point have escaped his
attention.”38 In addition to multijurisdictional and comprehensive coverage, West
also offered the opportunity for customers to purchase individual cases on demand
for as little as twenty-five cents.39 As West’s products received endorsements from
judges and courts, they increasingly were cited in opinions, law reviews, and text-
books. As a result, West titles were becoming essential to practicing lawyers’
libraries. 

¶15 In 1898, the American Bar Association’s Committee on Law Reporting
and Digesting addressed the problems facing the profession associated with the
dramatic increase in case reporting, indexing, and digesting by the various pub-
lishers. Although West Publishing was not specifically mentioned, the committee
cited the uniform method that West was using in its National Reporter System as
the preferred and recommended method.40 The committee also weighed in on the
debate regarding comprehensive versus selected reporting, stating that “we think it
is better that all the bulk of the reports should be unduly increased rather than that
important precedents should be omitted.”41 Now with the stamp of approval from
the American Bar Association, West continued to expand its National Reporter
System, and by the turn of the century it had become the primary publisher of case
reports and digests. 

¶16 West’s ability to dominate the digest and reporter market also was aided by
rapid changes in printing technology. At the turn of the century, West had moved
from slower methods of typesetting to the Linotype which could set entire lines of
type using a keyboard. West’s sixteen machines were operated by thirty men doing
the work that under the old system required one hundred and fifty.42 The combi-
nation of the availability of the Linotype and West’s large work force also magni-
fied the speed of production. For example, in two weeks West could produce a
twenty-five-volume set of the American Digest, a process that would otherwise
have taken one person over seven years to set with older technology.43

¶17 The evolution of the publishing of case reporters is much different from
that of casebooks in that one product served a large established market, while the
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casebook market was small and still evolving. But it does provide an important
illustration of how the West Publishing Company standardized an area of legal
publishing, and in doing so, created a national market for its product. It also shows
how West, as the publisher of comprehensive case reporters and seller of individ-
ual cases, was positioned to meet the demands of law school case method cus-
tomers whose needs were essentially collections of selected cases.

Identifying and Analyzing Early Casebooks

¶18 To better analyze how publishers responded to the law school market need for
casebooks, it is necessary to identify as many of the first casebooks as possible to
see the body of published works as a whole. Unfortunately, although many journal
articles discussing the evolution of the case method mention individual titles in
footnotes and reviews and Josef Redlich mentions that at least eighty-six case-
books were published before 1908,44 there is no bibliography that identifies all of
these materials. In creating a bibliography of early casebooks for this article,45

1907 was used as the inclusive cutoff date because, as will be discussed in detail
later, 1908 saw the beginning of the standardization and marketing of the casebook
with West’s American Casebook Series, as well as a dramatic increase in the
growth of new law schools. It is also important to remember that not all collections
of cases during this period were “casebooks” to be used as part of the law school
curriculum. Many topical collections of leading cases were produced for use in the
practice of law, such as American Corporation Cases46 and Leading American
Railway Cases.47 An effort has been made to identify and include only those titles
that appear to have been created specifically for use in a classroom setting. In most
instances, this determination was made on the basis of either title page statements
or the author’s preface to the collection. These are included as annotations in the
bibliography.

¶19 Contrary to Redlich’s findings, the bibliography shows that, in fact, at least
171 titles were produced before the introduction of the American Casebook Series
in 1908, with the Harvard faculty alone producing 65. But because the case
method did not begin to rapidly spread until 1900, the 171 titles represent the work
of only sixty-three authors. The bibliography also supports the assumption that
most early casebooks were published locally, probably on an as-needed basis.
Instructors from Harvard used Harvard Law Review (located in Cambridge,
Massachusetts), C. W. Sever (Cambridge), or Little, Brown (Boston). Instructors
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from Michigan tended to use Callaghan (Chicago) or West (St. Paul, Minnesota).
James Brown Scott at Columbia used Baker, Voorhis (New York). 

¶20 The tables below illustrate two different aspects in the growth of casebook
production. Table 1 shows clearly that 1895–99 was the period when most case-
books were produced and when publishers other than the local Harvard ones began
entering the market. Although the following years saw a slight decline in the num-
ber of titles produced, the market was now large enough to support an increasing
array of publishers coexisting by producing materials for local authors. This is also
the period when the number of law schools began to expand rapidly. In the first
decade of the twentieth century more than twenty new law schools had opened,
bringing the total to 124, and the total number of schools was doubling every
twenty years.48

Table 1

Casebook Production by Publisher

Publisher 1871–79 1880–89 1890–94 1895–99 1900–07 Total

West 3 25 7 35

Harvard Law Rev.
Pub. Ass’n 1 6 5 14 26

Little, Brown 3 1 5 5 8 22

Callaghan 1 2 8 11

T. & J.W. Johnson 5 6 11

Banks 3 3 3 9

Baker, Voorhis 1 6 2 9

C. W. Sever 1 2 1 1 2 7

Harvard University 
Press 2 3 5

Bowen-Merrill 1 2 3

G. Wahr 3 3

J. Wilson 1 1 1 3

Boston Book Co. 1 1 2

Diossy 2 2

Gibb & Moran 1 1

Houghton 1 1

Rees Welsh 1 1

Soule & Bugbee 1 1

F. H. Thomas 1 1

Tompkins 1 1

Self or other 4 1 4 2 6 17

Total 10 6 32 62 61 171
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¶21 Not only were more law schools being established, the pace of the adop-
tion of the case method also was growing rapidly as Langdell’s disciples accepted
positions at schools across the country and increased the number of converts. In
1889, Eugene Wambaugh went to the University of Iowa, and in 1890 William
Keener went to Columbia. In the following years, both published several case-
books for their classes.49 As another example, in 1893 John Henry Wigmore joined
the faculty of the law school at Northwestern, became dean in 1901, and by 1902
had converted all of the faculty to the case method.50

¶22 Although legal publishers may have recognized the pace of case method
adoption, they were still faced with the fact that casebooks were being produced
locally, primarily for use in individual law schools, and were not yet generalized
enough to be adopted broadly across schools. Just as table 1 illustrates how legal
publishers’ output mirrored the expansion of the case method, table 2 shows that
as schools adopted the case method, professors did not rely on the casebooks that
were already available, but rather preferred to compile their own. Although this
practice expanded the market and allowed more titles to be produced by more pub-
lishers, these school-specific titles only continued to impede the ability of pub-
lishers to make a profit because of the small customer base. However, this is not
to say that publishers did not attempt to market their products broadly. T. & J.W.
Johnson’s Pattee Series provides a good illustration of many of the problems fac-
ing publishers in the early casebook market.

Table 2

Casebook Production by School

School 1871–79 1880–89 1890–94 1895–99 1900–07 Total

Harvard 10 6 15 9 25 65

Michigan 1 10 13 24

Minnesota 6 14 0 20

Columbia 5 8 5 18

New York University 1 4 3 8

Cornell 1 3 3 7

Detroit 4 4

Iowa 2 1 1 4

Missouri 4 4

Boston 1 2 3

Chicago 2 1 3

Georgetown 3 3

Yale 1 1 2

Nebraska 1 1
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School 1871–79 1880–89 1890–94 1895–99 1900–07 Total

Northwestern 1 1

Pennsylvania 1 1

University of the City 
of New York 1 1

Unattributable 1 1 2

Total 10 6 32 62 61 171

The Pattee Series

¶23 Introduced in 1893, the Pattee Series marked a seminal period in the produc-
tion of casebooks because it was the first time a legal publisher attempted to cre-
ate a series of general products and market them to a broad group of customers. T.
& J.W. Johnson, Philadelphia-based publishers, relied on collections of cases com-
piled between 1893 and 1897 by William Sullivan Pattee, dean of the University
of Minnesota Law School, and his colleague, Professor James Paige, for use in
their classes. T. & J.W. Johnson published and sold these collections under the
general title of the Pattee Series in the hope that other schools would adopt them
for their own courses.51 Covering nine subjects by 1897, the casebooks were mar-
keted to a large audience by including a series designation on the title page and a
preface stating that although designed for a single class at Minnesota, the books
covered each topic generally so that other schools could adopt them.52 Some of the
titles also listed available and forthcoming books in the series and included their
prices (which ranged from two to six dollars).53

¶24 This first attempt to standardize casebooks faced several internal and
external problems. The books in the series lacked uniformity, and the marketing
of the several titles as a “series” seems to have been an afterthought. Not all of
the titles listed as being part of the series actually had the series designation on
their title page.54 Similarly, some books that did contain the series mark lacked
the preface which both explained the intent of the series and provided the list of
available titles.55 From a marketing point of view, there was the danger that a
customer using one of the casebooks could be unaware that it was part of a
series.
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¶25 Another problem with the Pattee Series was that despite the market shift to
the case method in the 1890s, Johnson seemed to be selling a product that, although
a collection of cases, made an effort to distance itself from customers who had
abandoned textbooks for the case method. Those titles that did contain a list of
books in the series also contained the curious statement: “This series is not intended
to supersede text-books, but rather to supplement them.”56 It also should be noted
that Johnson did not offer textbooks that could be supplemented by the series.

¶26 Although the market was in transition toward the case method, another
issue limiting the success of the series was that many professors still preferred to
create their own collections of cases to be used in their classes. In fact, many of
the prefaces of the Pattee Series supported this despite Johnson’s attempts to mar-
ket them broadly. For example, William Pattee’s prefaces included statements such
as, “they are not designed to be used alone, but in connection with my lectures.”57

Further illustrating this external problem was the fact that faculty from other
schools used Pattee titles not as required classroom reading, but rather to help them
produce their own casebooks.58

West Tests the Market

¶27 T. & J.W. Johnson was not the only publisher experimenting at the time with
ways to profit from the evolving casebook market. The most significant figure in
table 1 is the twenty-five titles published by West in the five-year period between
1895 and 1899. Like other publishers, West concentrated its publications in a local
market, publishing for professors at the University of Michigan59 and Detroit
College of Law,60 but it also produced titles for professors at Georgetown61 and
Columbia.62 Clearly this sudden increase in production was West testing the via-
bility of an evolving national casebook market as well as establishing itself as the
dominant force in the future market regardless of current profitability. In fact, as
early as 1891, West boasted of having a separate department specifically dedicated
to producing casebooks and curriculum materials other than textbooks.63

¶28 As with the market for case reporters, West was keenly aware that the case

Law Library Journal [Vol. 96:1

56. PATTEE, supra note 53.
57. W. S. PATTEE, ILLUSTRATIVE CASES IN EQUITY (3d ed., Philadelphia, T. & J.W. Johnson 1896).
58. For example, the title page of HARRY B. HUTCHINS, CASES ON EQUITY JURISPRUDENCE (St. Paul, West

1895), states that the book was produced “for use in connection with his (Hutchins) lectures” and
“have been chiefly selected from Fetter’s Cases on Equity Jurisprudence and Pattee’s Cases in
Equity.” Similarly, the title page of SETH SHEPARD, CASES ON EQUITY JURISPRUDENCE (St. Paul, West
1895), includes the notation: “selected from Fetter’s Cases on Equity Jurisprudence and Pattee’s
Cases in Equity.”

59. E.g., JOHN W. CAMPLIN, CASES ON THE LAW OF CORPORATIONS (St. Paul, West 1896).
60. E.g., JASPER C. GATES, CASES ON THE LAW OF EVIDENCE (St. Paul, West 1897).
61. E.g., SETH SHEPARD, CASES ON CORPORATIONS (St. Paul, West 1896). 
62. E.g., G. M. CUMMING, CASES ON PRIVATE CORPORATIONS (St. Paul, West 1894); JAMES BROWN SCOTT,

CASES ON INTERNATIONAL LAW (1906).
63. WEST PUBL’G CO., THE PUBLICATIONS OF WEST PUBLISHING COMPANY 6 (1901).



method was rapidly expanding and that as a result it would soon be in competition
with other publishers for the casebook market. And as with case reporters, West
sought to dominate the casebook market both by providing a product that could be
sold nationally and by driving out competition. Illustrating this fact was West’s
unsuccessful attempt to purchase the copyright of casebooks by the Harvard fac-
ulty in the 1890s when they represented the majority of titles currently available.64

Undeterred, West began producing titles locally on an as-needed basis and quickly
became the single largest publisher of casebooks from 1895 through the turn of the
century.65

¶29 Both the case method and the casebook market continued to expand
throughout the first decade of the twentieth century. In fact, so rapid was the spread
of the case method, either wholly or in part, that it has been described as growing
“like kudzu through American law schools.”66 Nevertheless, although rapid advances
in printing had reduced production costs, the other problems inherent in the early
casebooks remained. Apart from the small but growing market size, the largest prob-
lems now facing publishers were that casebooks were not standardized enough to be
adopted by many schools and that they tended to be increasing in size. For a pub-
lisher to make a profit, the product needed to be modified to address these problems
yet still meet customer needs. In 1908, with the introduction of the first title in the
American Casebook Series,67 West Publishing Company was on its way to accom-
plishing this and thereby facilitating the continued spread of the case method.

The American Casebook Series

¶30 In the American Casebook Series, West produced a collection of books whose
content could meet the specific needs of the increasing number of law schools
moving to the case method, yet was general enough to be adopted by any of them.
In addition, and perhaps more important, each book in the series served not only
as a marketing tool describing the virtues of West’s casebook system, but also as
an instrument in swaying opinion toward the continued use of the case method
and expansion of the market. Unlike the Pattee Series which tried to accommo-
date only those professors using textbooks, every West title contained a preface
by series editor James Brown Scott (himself an early casebook author), first
defending and praising the case method, then describing how it was now easier
for schools to adopt the casebooks because the series was geared to standard law
school courses. Advocating for the case method, the preface cited the “faulty” lec-
ture system and contains the strong if not presumptuous statement: “It is not too
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64. HARVARD LAW SCHOOL ASS’N, supra note 12, at 83.
65. See supra table 1.
66. SHEPPARD, supra note 2, at 33.
67. WILLIAM E. MIKELL, CASES ON CRIMINAL LAW: SELECTED FROM DECISIONS OF ENGLISH AND AMERICAN

COURTS (1908).
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much to say that the lecture system is doomed.”68 Unlike other casebooks which
in effect were specific to one instructor and one school, West’s casebooks were
arranged and annotated to be a survey of the law. The preface also distinguished
the series from the competition, arguing that their casebooks were too large and
too specific. Defending the series, Scott explained that because the case method
approached the learning of the law as a science, casebooks should “cover the gen-
eral principles of a given subject in the time allotted, even at the expense of a con-
siderable sacrifice of detail.”69

¶31 Like the National Reporter System which was developed over a ten-year
period, the American Casebook Series was not complete when introduced.70 The
promise was to have one casebook for each of the thirty-one classes in the stan-
dard law school curriculum, but the series was introduced with only five titles. Ten
years later, the series was still not complete. Nevertheless, by including a catalog
of available and forthcoming titles in every casebook, West staked its claim on the
market and put customers on notice that a system was in place to meet all of their
curricular needs. 

¶32 West had now created a product that could be marketed to all customers, but
there was no guarantee that they would accept it. At the time, there was much
debate over whether students should be taught from “pure” casebooks (that is, ones
containing only unedited cases) or ones that were annotated, edited, and that pro-
vided a general survey of the law (like those of the American Casebook Series).71

Pure Casebooks versus the American Casebook Series

¶33 An analysis of one author’s casebooks can best illustrate both the rationale and
publishing problems associated with the pure casebook and how West responded.
University of Michigan professor Floyd Mechem was a convert to the case method
and published several of the early casebooks. He was also a believer in the pure
casebook. Mechem explained the absence of annotations in the preface to his 1893
casebook on agency, stating that “the volume is intended primarily for the use of
students, for whom the making of their own abstracts is a most valuable exer-
cise.”72 One assumes that the students were not consulted. 

¶34 Mechem’s agency casebook also illustrates the problem previously dis-
cussed that early casebooks reflected the compiler’s point of view and therefore
prohibited broad adoption among schools. In his preface, Mechem acknowledges
the fact that opinions will differ as to which cases should be included, but it was
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68. See, e.g., id. at v.
69. See, e.g., id. at vi.
70. See id. at x.
71. See generally Albert Ehrenzweig, The American Casebook: “Cases and Materials,” 32 GEO. L.J. 224

(1944) (providing good discussion of the pure casebook debate, including many references and cita-
tions to examples).

72. FLOYD R. MECHEM, CASES ON THE LAW OF AGENCY, at iii (Chicago, Callaghan 1893).



hoped that his book could be adopted by others because it could be accompanied
by his textbook on the same topic.73 In effect, students would have to purchase two
books if Mechem’s casebook was adopted.

¶35 Apart from the difficulty of wide adoption across schools, other problems
with pure casebooks from a publisher’s point of view were the constant need for new
editions and their ever-increasing size. This was particularly true in evolving or rap-
idly changing areas of law. For example, Mechem’s Cases on the Law of Damages,
published in 1895, contained a reasonable 249 pages.74 The second edition, pub-
lished only three years later, had grown to 487 pages,75 and the third edition, arriv-
ing only four years after the second, had tripled from its original size, spanning 758
pages with over 260 cases.76 Further illustrating this point, Mechem’s 1896 casebook
on partnership77 required a new edition in 1903.78 The preface to this new edition
acknowledged that the primary difference from the first edition was that “the num-
ber of cases has considerably increased.”79 From an instructional standpoint, provid-
ing the student with more information may have been more valuable, but it would
also have the effect of increasing production costs and therefore price. 

¶36 Ironically, Mechem’s work also best demonstrates how West responded
with a profitable alternative to the pure casebook. In 1909, West republished a
modified version of Mechem’s 1902 third edition on damages as part of its case-
book series.80 Barry Gilbert, a law professor at the University of Illinois, was
added as a collaborator to transform Mechem’s work into a standardized West
product that could be marketed more broadly. Gilbert omitted 113 of the 263 cases
and edited the remaining 150 so as to cut out the “extraneous matter.”81 In addi-
tion, Gilbert rearranged the entire scheme and included annotations, restatements
of the facts, and cross-references.82 The book also included the standard preface by
series editor Scott arguing for the case method and distinguishing the series from
the competition. Ten years later, when the preface was updated, this version of
Mechem’s casebook was unchanged.83
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73. Id.
74. FLOYD R. MECHEM, CASES ON THE LAW OF DAMAGES (St. Paul, West 1895).
75. FLOYD R. MECHEM, CASES ON THE LAW OF DAMAGES (2d ed. 1898).
76. FLOYD R. MECHEM, CASES ON THE LAW OF DAMAGES (3d ed. 1902)
77. FLOYD R. MECHEM, CASES ON THE LAW OF PARTNERSHIP (Chicago, Callaghan 1896).
78. FLOYD R. MECHEM & FRANK L. SAGE, CASES ON THE LAW OF PARTNERSHIP (2d ed. 1905). Although

the title page of this book indicates a publication date of 1905, the verso of the title page indicates a
copyright date of 1903 and the author’s “note to second edition” is dated June 15, 1903.

79. Id. at iii.
80. FLOYD R. MECHEM & BARRY GILBERT, CASES ON DAMAGES SELECTED FROM DECISIONS OF ENGLISH AND

AMERICAN COURTS (1909).
81. Id. at xiii.
82. Id.
83. It should also be noted that the casebooks that contained the new preface dated 1919 and written by

William R. Vance, the general editor who replaced James Brown Scott, retained the 1909 copyright
date and are in all other respects indistinguishable from the original edition. 
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Case Method Becomes the Accepted Form of Teaching

¶37 Due in part to the availability of a collection of standardized casebooks, the
case method continued to spread rapidly and in 1914 the Bureau of Education
issued a report stating that it was “the principle, if not the exclusive, method of
teaching in nearly all of the stronger law schools of the country.”84 Not only had
legal education made a complete transition, but a niche market for legal publish-
ers was now secure. Recognizing this fact, in 1915 West changed its standard case-
book preface arguing for schools to adopt the case method and replaced it with an
acknowledgment that legal education had changed, citing the Bureau of Education
report, but still pushing for the continued adoption of both the American Casebook
Series and the case method (and therefore expansion of the market).85

¶38 The fact that the market had become stable and profitable was evidenced
by the rapid growth in casebook production by publishers other than West. It has
been estimated that between 1915 and 1941 nearly one hundred casebooks were
published every year.86 Today there continues to be an ever-increasing number of
titles available on every legal topic and subtopic. From early on, the case method
seemed to have the momentum to survive, but were it not for the West Publishing
Company leading the way in the standardization and marketing of casebooks, the
case method would not have spread as quickly as it did.
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84. Bates, supra note 13, at 235.
85. See, e.g., CHARLES M. HEPBURN, CASES ON THE LAW OF TORTS [iii] (1915).
86. Ehrenzweig, supra note 71, at 224.



Appendix
Bibliography of Casebooks Published before 190887

Chronological

1. Langdell, Christopher Columbus. A Selection of Cases on the Law of
Contracts. Boston: Little, Brown, 1871.

“Prepared for use as a text-book in Harvard Law School” (title page). [Harvard] 

2. Langdell, Christopher Columbus. A Selection of Cases on Sales of Personal
Property. Boston: Little, Brown, 1872.

“Prepared for use as a text-book in Harvard Law School” (title page). [Harvard]

3. Ames, James Barr. Select Cases on Torts. Cambridge, Mass.: s.n., 1874. 
[Harvard] 

4. Langdell, Christopher Columbus. Cases in Equity Pleadings. Cambridge,
Mass.: Printed for the Author, 1875–76.

[Harvard]

5. Ames, James Barr. A Selection of Cases on Pleading at Common Law.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1875.

“Prepared for use as a text-book in Harvard Law School” (title page). [Harvard]

6. Ames, James Barr. A Selection of Cases on Pleading at Common Law.
Cambridge, Mass.: Press of John Wilson and Son, 1875.

“Prepared for use as a text-book in Harvard Law School” (title page). [Harvard]

7. Langdell, Christopher Columbus. Cases in Equity Pleading. Cambridge,
Mass.: C. W. Sever, 1878.

“Prepared for use as a text-book in Harvard Law School” (title page). [Harvard]

8. Langdell, Christopher Columbus. Cases in Equity Pleading. Cambridge,
Mass.: Printed for the Author, 1878.

“Prepared for use as a text-book in Harvard Law School” (title page). [Harvard]

9. Langdell, Christopher Columbus. Cases on Equity Jurisdiction. Cambridge,
Mass.: [1879].

[Harvard]

10. Langdell, Christopher Columbus, and Samuel Williston. A Selection of
Cases on the Law of Contracts. 2d ed. Boston: Little, Brown, 1879.

“Prepared for use as a text-book in Harvard Law School” (title page). [Harvard] 

11. Langdell, Christopher Columbus. Summary of the Law of Contracts. 2d ed.
Boston: Little, Brown, 1880.

Not a true casebook, but included in this list because it was intended to be used
as a supplement to the 1879 casebook and due to its importance to the early case
method movement. [Harvard]
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12. Ames, James Barr. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Bills and Notes and
Other Negotiable Paper. Boston: Soule & Bugbee, 1881.

“Prepared for use as a text-book in Harvard Law School” (title page). [Harvard]

13. Ames, James Barr. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Partnership.
Cambridge, Mass.: Riverside Press, 1881–87. 

[Harvard].

14. Ames, James Barr. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Trusts. Cambridge,
Mass.: John Wilson & Son, 1881–82.

“Prepared for use as a text-book in Harvard Law School” (title page). [Harvard]

15. Gray, John Chipman. Select Cases and Other Authorities on the Law of
Property. Cambridge, Mass.: Charles W. Sever, 1888.

“This Collection of Cases is prepared for the convenience of students in the Law
School of Harvard University” (preface). [Harvard]

16. Keener, William A. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Quasi Contracts.
Cambridge, Mass.: Charles W. Sever, 1888.

“[A] collection intended primarily for the use of Harvard Law Students” (pref-
ace). [Harvard]

17. Burdick, Francis M. Cases on Torts. New York: Banks & Bros., 1891.
“Selected and arranged for the use of law students” (title page). [Columbia]

18. Chaplin, H. W. Cases on Criminal Law. Boston: Little, Brown, 1891.
“Prepared for use in the law school of Harvard University” (title page). [Harvard]

19. Keener, William A. Selections From Leake’s Elements of the Law of
Contracts and Finch’s Cases on Contracts. New York: Baker, Voorhis,
1891.

“Arranged as a text-book for law students” (title page). [Columbia]

20. Thayer, James Bradley, and Frederick Green. Cases on Evidence.
Cambridge, Mass.: s.n., 1891.

“For the use of the class in evidence at the Harvard Law School” (title page).
[Harvard]

21. Burdick, Francis M. Cases on Torts. New York: Banks & Bros., 1892.
[Columbia]

22. Cumming, G. M. Cases on Private Corporations. Cambridge, Mass.: John
Wilson and Son, 1892.

“Arranged for use as a text-book” (title page). [Columbia]

23. Harvard Law School, Cases on Constitutional Law. S.l.: s.n., 1892–93.
“For the use of the class in constitutional law at the Harvard Law School” (title
page). [Harvard] 

24. Thayer, James Bradley. Select Cases on Evidence at the Common Law.
Cambridge, Mass.: Charles W. Sever, 1892.

“This book is designed, primarily, for the use of these (Harvard Law School)
classes” (preface). [Harvard]

25. Abbott, Austin. Select Cases on Code Pleading. New York: Gibb Bros. &
Moran, 1893.

[New York University]
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26. Adams’ Illustrative Cases on the Law of Sales. St. Paul, Minn.: West, 1893.
“[S]elected by professors of leading law schools” (title page); “issued by the pub-
lishers for the use, more especially, of law students” (preface).

27. Ames, James Barr. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Trusts. 2d ed.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1893.

[Harvard]

28. Ames, James Barr, and Jeremiah Smith. A Selection of Cases on the Law of
Torts. 2d ed. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association,
1893.

[Harvard]

29. McClain, Emlin. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Carriers. Iowa City:
The author, 1893.

[University of Iowa]

30. Mechem, Floyd R. Cases on the Law of Agency. Chicago: Callaghan & Co.,
1893.

“Prepared at the request of several leading educators” (preface). [University of
Michigan]

31. Paige, James. Illustrative Cases in Domestic Relations. Philadelphia: T. &
J.W. Johnson, 1893.

“[C]hiefly for the use of students in our own school” (preface). Pattee Series.
[University of Minnesota]

32. Pattee, William Sullivan. Illustrative Cases in Contracts. Philadelphia: T. &
J.W. Johnson, 1893.

“This collection of cases has been made for use in the classroom in connection
with my lectures upon the subject of Contracts” (preface). [University of
Minnesota]

33. Pattee, William Sullivan. Illustrative Cases in Equity. St. Paul, Minn.: West,
1893.

[University of Minnesota]

34. Pattee, William Sullivan. Illustrative Cases in Personalty. Philadelphia: T.
& J.W. Johnson, 1893.

“[F]or use in the class-room in connection with my lectures upon that subject”
(preface). [University of Minnesota]

35. Snow, Freeman. Cases and Opinions on International Law. Boston: Boston
Book Co., 1893.

“The object has been primarily to provide a convenient collection of materials
relating to International Law, for the use of students” (preface). [Harvard]

36. Ames, James Barr. A Selection of Cases on Bills and Notes and Other
Negotiable Paper. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub.
Association, 1894.

“Prepared for use as a text-book in Harvard law school” (title page). [Harvard]
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37. Beale, Joseph Henry. A Selection of Cases and Other Authorities Upon
Criminal Law. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association,
1894.

[Harvard]

38. Beale, Joseph Henry. A Short Selection of Illustrative Criminal Cases.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1894.

[Harvard]

39. Bigelow, Melville Madison. Cases on the Law of Bills, Notes and Cheques.
Boston: Little, Brown, 1894.

“To accompany Elements of the Law of Bills, Notes and Cheques, for Students”
(title page). [Harvard]

40. Cumming, G. M. Cases on Private Corporations. St. Paul, Minn.: West,
1894.

“Arranged for use as a text-book” (title page). [Columbia]

41. Huffcut, Ernest W., and Edwin H. Woodruff. American Cases on Contract.
New York: Banks & Bros., 1894.

“This volume is the outcome of a need experienced in the classes of a profes-
sional law school” (preface). [Cornell and Stanford]

42. McClain, Emlin. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Carriers of Goods and
of Passengers. Iowa City: Published by the Author, 1894.

“The aim has been to print at least one case on each question which a teacher
would feel called upon to present to his class in a course of instruction on the
subject” (preface). [University of Iowa.]

43. Paige, James. Illustrative Cases in Partnership. Philadelphia: T. & J.W.
Johnson, 1894.

“[P]repared for the use of law students” (preface). [University of Minnesota]

44. Pattee, W. S. Illustrative Cases in Realty. Philadelphia: T. & J.W. Johnson,
1894.

“I have been encouraged to prepare for my students . . . a similar collection of
cases in realty” (preface). [University of Minnesota]

45. Wambaugh, Eugene. Cases for Analysis. Boston: Little, Brown, 1894.
“[P]repared as a basis for a course of instruction in the use of the reports” (pref-
ace). [Harvard]

46. Wambaugh, Eugene. The Study of Cases. 2d ed. Boston: Little, Brown,
1894.

“The aim of this volume is to teach students the methods by which lawyers detect
dicta and determine the pertinence and weight of reported cases” (preface).
[Harvard]

47. Williston, Samuel. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Contracts. Boston:
Little, Brown, 1894.

“Prepared for use as a text-book in Harvard law school” (title page). [Harvard]

48. Williston, Samuel. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Sales of Personal
Property. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1894.

[Harvard]
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49. Abbott, Austin. Select Cases on Code Pleading. 2d ed. New York: Diossy
Law Book Co., 1895.

[New York University]

50. Abbott, Austin. Select Cases on the Law of Evidence. New York: Diossy
Law Book Co., 1895.

“[C]ollected for the purpose of instructing my classes in the New York University
Law School” (preface). [New York University]

51. Beale, Joseph Henry. A Collection of Cases on the Measure of Damages.
Boston: Little, Brown, 1895.

“[T]his collection of cases is offered primarily for the use of students” (preface).
[Harvard]

52. Burdick, Francis M. Cases on Torts. 2d ed. New York: Banks, 1895.
“Selected and arranged for the use of law students” (title page). [Columbia]

53. Griffin, Levi T. Cases on Personal Property. St. Paul, Minn.: West, 1895.
“[P]rinted at the request of Levi T. Griffin, A. M. Fletcher Professor of Law in
the University of Michigan, for use in connection with his lectures in that school”
(title page). [University of Michigan]

54. Hutchins, Harry B. Cases on Equity Jurisprudence. St. Paul, Minn.: West,
1895.

“[P]rinted at the request of Prof. H. B. Hutchins, Dean of the Law Department of
the University of Michigan, for use in connection with his lectures in that law
school” (title page). [University of Michigan]

55. Johnson, Elias Finley. Illustrative Cases on the Law of Bills and Notes. St.
Paul, Minn.: West, 1895.

“It is deemed advisable that the student in the law should be required, during his
course, to master, in connection with each general branch of the law, a few well
selected cases which are illustrative of the philosophy of that subject” (preface).
[University of Michigan]

56. Keener, William A. Selections from Leake’s Elements of the Law of
Contracts and Finch’s Cases on Contracts. New York: Baker, Voorhis,
1895.

“Arranged as a text-book for law students” (title page). [Columbia]

57. Keener, William A. A Selection of Cases on Equity Jurisdiction. New York:
Baker, Voorhis, 1895.

[Columbia]

58. Mechem, Floyd R. Cases on the Law of Damages. St. Paul, Minn.: West,
1895.

“[P]rinted at the request of Professor Mechem, of the Law Department of the
University of Michigan, for use in connection with his lectures in that law
school” (title page). [University of Michigan]

59. Mechem, Floyd R. Cases on the Law of Succession to Property After the
Death of the Owner. St. Paul, Minn.: West, 1895.

“[P]rinted at the request of Professor Mechem, of the Law Department of the
University of Michigan, for use in connection with his lectures in that law
school” (title page). [University of Michigan]
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60. Paige, James. Illustrative Cases in Agency. Philadelphia: T. & J.W. Johnson,
1895.

“[P]repared by Mr. Paige, lecturer upon that subject in our Law School” (pref-
ace). [University of Minnesota]

61. Paige, James. Illustrative Cases in Commercial Paper. Philadelphia: T. &
J.W. Johnson, 1895.

“[P]repared by Mr. Paige who lectures upon that subject in our College of Law”
(preface). [University of Minnesota]

62. Shepard, Seth. Cases on Equity Jurisprudence. St. Paul, Minn.: West, 1895.
“[P]rinted at the request of Hon. Seth Shepard, Lecturer before Georgetown
University School of Law, for use in connection with his lectures in that law
school” (title page). [Georgetown]

63. Thayer, James Bradley. Cases on Constitutional Law. Cambridge, Mass.:
Charles W. Sever, 1895.

[Harvard]

64. Williston, Samuel. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Sales of Personal
Property. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1895.

[Harvard]

65. Ames, James Barr. Cases on Suretyship. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, 1896?

[Harvard]

66. Baldwin, Simeon E. Cases on Railroad Law. St. Paul, Minn.: West, 1896.
“Made for use, in connection with a text-book, in instructing a class of law stu-
dents in Railroad Law” (preface). [Yale]

67. Brown, Henry Billings. Cases on the Law of Admiralty. St. Paul, Minn.:
West, 1896.

“For use in connection with lectures in that law school” (preface). [Georgetown]

68. Elliott, Charles B. Illustrative Cases on the Law of Insurance. St. Paul,
Minn.: West, 1896.

[University of Minnesota]

69. Hopkins, Earl P. Hopkins’Selected Cases on the Law of Contracts. St. Paul,
Minn.: West, 1896.

[University of Minnesota]

70. Huffcut, Ernest W. Cases on the Law of Agency. Boston: Little, Brown,
1896.

[Cornell]

71. Hughes, Thomas Welburn. Cases on the Law of Evidence. St. Paul, Minn.:
West, 1896.

“For use in connection with the lectures of Professor Levi T. Griffin, of the Law
School of the University of Michigan” (title page). [University of Michigan]

72. McClain, Emlin. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Carriers of Goods and
of Passengers. 2d ed. Boston: Little, Brown, 1896.

[University of Iowa]
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73. Mechem, Floyd R. Cases on the Law of Partnership. Chicago: Callaghan,
1896.

[University of Michigan]

74. Paige, James. Illustrative Cases in Torts. Philadelphia: T. & J.W. Johnson,
1896.

[University of Minnesota]

75. Pattee, W. S. Illustrative Cases in Contracts. 2d ed. Philadelphia: T. & J.W.
Johnson, 1896.

“[F]or use in the classroom in connection with my lectures upon the subject of
Contracts” (preface). [University of Minnesota]

76. Pattee, William S. Illustrative Cases in Equity. 3d ed. St. Paul, Minn.: West,
1896.

“They are not designed to be used alone, but in connection with my lectures upon
these topics, as aids to the student in his work” (preface). [University of
Minnesota]

77. Pattee, W. S. Illustrative Cases in Insurance. Philadelphia: T. & J.W.
Johnson, 1896.

“It is hoped the selection of cases here presented will prove of benefit to students
in their investigation of this somewhat difficult subject” (preface). [University of
Minnesota]

78. Pattee, W. S. Illustrative Cases in Realty. Philadelphia: T. & J.W. Johnson,
1896.

[University of Minnesota]

79. Shepard, Seth. Cases on Corporations. St. Paul, Minn.: West, 1896.
“[P]rinted at the request of Hon. Seth Shepard, Lecturer before the Georgetown
University School of Law, for use in connection with his lectures in that law
school” (title page). [Georgetown]

80. Smith, Walter Denton. Cases on the Law of Corporations. St. Paul, Minn:
West, 1896.

“[P]rinted and published for use in connection with the lectures of Professor John
W. Champlin of the law school of the University of Michigan” (title page).
[University of Michigan]

81. Van Zile, Philip T. Illustrative Cases in Personalty. St. Paul, Minn.: West,
1896.

“[T]o be used in connection with my lectures before the law classes in the Detroit
College of Law” (preface). [Detroit College of Law]

82. Van Zile, Philip T. Illustrative Cases in Sales. St. Paul, Minn.: West, 1896.
“[T]o be used in connection with my lectures before the law classes in the Detroit
College of Law” (preface). [Detroit College of Law]

83. Wambaugh, Eugene. A Selection of Cases on Agency. Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 1896.

“[P]urpose has been to furnish material for the study of the principle topics of
Agency” (preface). [Harvard]
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84. Wilgus, H. L. Cases on the Law of Evidence. St. Paul, Minn.: West, 1896.
[University of Michigan]

85. Burdick, Francis M. Cases on Torts. 2d ed. New York: Banks & Bros., 1897.
“For the use of law students” (title page). [Columbia]

86. Burdick, Francis M. Selected Cases on the Law of Sales of Personal
Property. Boston: Little, Brown, 1897.

[Columbia]

87. Gates, Jasper Calvin. Cases on the Law of Evidence. St. Paul, Minn.: West,
1897.

[Detroit College of Law]

88. Kremer, Charles E. Cases on the Law of Admiralty. St. Paul, Minn.: West,
1897.

“For use in his classes in the Chicago College of Law” (title page). [Chicago
College of Law]

89. Paige, James. Illustrative Cases in Criminal Law. Philadelphia: Rees Welsh,
1897.

[University of Minnesota]

90. Smith, Jeremiah. A Selection of Cases on Private Corporations.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1897.

[Harvard]

91. Smith, John Day. Cases on Constitutional Law. St. Paul, Minn.: West, 1897.
“The cases have been selected by the author to be studied in connection with his
lectures, at the University of Minnesota, on American constitutional law” (pref-
ace). [University of Minnesota]

92. Tiedeman, Christopher Gustavus. Selected Cases on Real Property. St.
Louis, Mo.: F. H. Thomas Law Book Co., 1897.

“[A]s an aid to students in a course of lectures” (preface). [City University of
New York]

93. Woodruff, Edwin H. A Selection of Cases on Domestic Relations and the
Law of Persons. New York: Baker, Voorhis, 1897.

[Cornell]

94. Abbott, Howard S. Cases on Private Corporations. St. Paul, Minn.: West,
1898.

[University of Minnesota]

95. Abbott, Howard S. Cases on Public Corporations. St. Paul, Minn.: West,
1898.

[University of Minnesota]

96. Barrett, Elmer E. Cases on the Law of Real Property. St. Paul, Minn.: West,
1898.

97. Beale, Joseph Henry. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Carriers.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1898.

[Harvard]
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98. Boyd, Carl Evans. Cases on American Constitutional Law. Chicago:
Callaghan & Co., 1898.

“[T]o form the basis of a course on that subject” (preface). [University of
Chicago]

99. Burdick, Francis M. Selected Cases on the Law of Partnership. Boston:
Little, Brown, 1898.

[Columbia]

100. Elliott, Charles B. Leading Cases on Private Corporations. 2d ed.
Indianapolis: Bowen-Merrill, 1898.

“The book is intended primarily for the use of students of the law” (preface).
[University of Minnesota]

101. Erwin, Frank A. Cases on Sales of Personal Property. New York: Banks &
Bros, 1898.

[New York University]

102. Finch, William A. Selected Cases on the Law of Property in Land. New
York: Baker, Voorhis, 1898.

“This book contains a classified selection of cases on the topics usually taught in
our law schools in the course on Real Property” (preface). [Cornell]

103. Gates, Jasper Calvin. Cases on the Law of Real Property. St. Paul, Minn.:
West, 1898.

[Detroit College of Law]

104. Keener, William A. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Contracts. New
York: Baker, Voorhis, 1898.

“[P]repared primarily with reference to the needs of the students in the School of
Law of Columbia University” (preface). [Columbia]

105. Mechem, Floyd R. Cases on the Law of Damages. 2d ed. St. Paul, Minn.:
West, 1898.

“[M]ade primarily for use in connection with the lectures upon that subject given
in the Law Department of the University of Michigan” (preface). [University of
Michigan]

106. Smith, Jeremiah. Cases on Selected Topics in the Law of Municipal
Corporations. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association,
1898.

“The selection of cases has been made with special reference to the wants of the
class at the Harvard Law School” (preface). [Harvard]

107. Boston University School of Law. A Selection of Cases for Study in the
Course of Contracts. [Boston]: Printed by the University, 1899.

“For use of students in the Boston University Law School” (title page). [Boston
University]

108. Keener, William A. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Private
Corporations. New York: Baker, Voorhis, 1899.

[Columbia]
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109. Smith, Jeremiah. Cases on Selected Topics in the Law of Persons.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1899.

[Harvard]

110. Tomkins, Leslie J. Corporations. New York: [s.n.], 1899.
“Prepared for use in classes of N.Y. University Law School” (title page). [New
York University] 

111. Beale, Joseph Henry. A Selection of Cases on the Conflict of Laws.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1900.

[Harvard]

112. Erwin, Frank A. Cases on Torts. New York: Banks Law Pub. Co., 1900.
[New York University]

113. Farrah, Albert J., and John W. Dwyer. Cases on the Law of Husband and
Wife. Ann Arbor, Mich.: George Wahr, 1900.

“These cases have been selected primarily to be used in connection with the
course of lectures on the Law of Husband and Wife, given by Professor Otto
Kirchner in the Law Department of the University of Michigan” (preface).
[Stetson University and University of Michigan]

114. Huffcut, Ernest W., and Edwin H. Woodruff. American Cases on Contract.
2d ed. Albany, N.Y.: Banks, 1900.

[Cornell]

115. Hughes, Thomas Welburn. Cases on the Law of Evidence. St. Paul, Minn.:
West, 1900.

“For use in connection with the lectures of Professor Levi T. Griffin, of the Law
School of the University of Michigan” (title page). [University of Michigan]

116. Hutchins, Harry B., and Robert E. Bunker. Illustrative Cases on Equity
Jurisprudence. 2d ed. St. Paul, Minn.: West, 1900.

[University of Michigan]

117. McClain, Emlin. A Selection of Cases on Constitutional Law. Boston:
Little, Brown, 1900.

“The object of this collection is to furnish to the student the means of pursuing
the study of constitutional law by the case method” (preface). [University of
Iowa]

118. Thayer, James Bradley. A Selection of Cases on Evidence at the Common
Law. 2d ed. Cambridge, Mass.: Charles W. Sever, 1900.

“I have been driven to the preparation of this book by the necessities of my own
classes at the Harvard Law School” (preface). [Harvard]

119. Wyman, Bruce, James Barr Ames, and Jeremiah Smith. Cases on Restraint
of Trade. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1900.

[Harvard]

120. Ames, James Barr. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Admiralty.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1901.

[Harvard]
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121. Ames, James Barr. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Suretyship.
Cambridge, Mass.: H. O. Houghton, 1901.

[Harvard]

122. Burdick, Francis M. Selected Cases on the Law of Sales of Personal
Property. 2d ed. Boston: Little, Brown, 1901.

[Columbia]

123. Beale, Joseph Henry, and Bruce Wyman. Cases on Public Service
Companies. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association,
1902.

[Harvard].

124. Bunker, Robert E. Cases on Guaranty and Suretyship. Ann Arbor, Mich.: G.
Wahr, 1902.

[University of Michigan]

125. Knowlton, Jerome Cyril. Cases on Criminal Law. Chicago: Callaghan &
Co., 1902.

“[P]repared with the idea of assisting the student in his study of the substantive
law of crimes” (preface). [University of Michigan]

126. Martin, Alexander. A Selection of Cases on Equity Jurisdiction. Columbia,
Mo.: E.W. Stephens, 1902.

[University of Missouri]

127. Mechem, Floyd R. Cases on the Law of Damages. 3d ed. St. Paul, Minn.:
West, 1902.

[University of Michigan]

128. Smith, Jeremiah. A Selection of Cases on Private Corporations. 2d ed.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1902.

[Harvard]

129. Wambaugh, Eugene. A Selection of Cases on Insurance. Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 1902.

[Harvard]

130. Webb, James Henry. Cases in Criminal Procedure. New Haven, Conn.: The
Law Dept., E. A. Robinson, printer, 1902.

[Yale]

131. Wilgus, H.L. Cases on the General Principles of the Law of Private
Corporations. Indianapolis: Bowen-Merrill, 1902.

[University of Michigan]

132. Williston, Samuel. Selected Cases and Statutes on the Law of Bankruptcy.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1902.

[Harvard]

133. Wyman, Bruce, James Barr Ames, and Jeremiah Smith. Cases on Restraint
of Trade. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1902.

[Harvard]
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134. Tompkins, Leslie J. Cases on Corporations. 2d ed. New York: [s.n.], 1903.
“Prepared for use of students in the university law school” (title page). [New
York University]

135. Williston, Samuel. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Contracts. Boston:
Little, Brown, 1903.

“[A] selection of cases on the law of contracts adapted to the use of students”
(preface). [Harvard]

136. Wyman, Bruce. A Selection of Cases on Mortgages. 2d ed. Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1903.

[Harvard]

137. Ames, James Barr. A Selection of Cases in Equity Jurisdiction. Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1904.

[Harvard]

138. Dwyer, John W. Leading Cases on Private International Law. 2d ed.
Chicago: Callaghan & Co., 1904.

[University of Michigan]

139. Goddard, Edwin C. Selected Cases on the Law of Bailments and Carriers.
Chicago: Callaghan & Co., 1904.

“For use by those who prefer the ‘case-method’ of study exclusively” (preface).
[University of Michigan]

140. Hutchins, Harry B., and Robert E. Bunker. Illustrative Cases on Equity
Jurisprudence. 2d ed. St. Paul, Minn.: West, 1904.

[University of Michigan]

141. Lawson, John Davison. Cases on Quasi-Contracts. Columbia, Mo.: Press
of E. W. Stephens, 1904.

“Prepared for the use of students of the law department of the University of
Missouri” (title page). [University of Missouri]

142. Williston, Samuel. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Contracts. Boston:
Little, Brown, 1904.

[Harvard]

143. Williston, Samuel, and Bruce Wyman. Cases on Engineering Contracts.
Boston: Little, Brown, 1904.

[Harvard]

144. Wyman, Bruce, James Barr Ames, and Jeremiah Smith. Cases on Restraint
of Trade. 2d ed. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association,
1904–05.

[Harvard]

145. Ames, James Barr. A Selection of Cases on Pleading. 2d ed. Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1905.

“Prepared for use as a text-book in Harvard Law School” (title page). [Harvard]

146. Bigelow, Melville Madison, and Frank Leslie Simpson. Cases on the Law
of Bills, Notes, and Cheques. 2d ed. Boston: Little, Brown, 1905.

[Harvard and Boston University]
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147. Burdick, Francis M. Cases on Torts. 3d ed. Albany, N.Y.: Banks, 1905.
“Selected and arranged for the use of law students” (title page). [Columbia]

148. Gray, John Chipman. Select Cases and Other Authorities on the Law of
Property. 2d ed. Cambridge, Mass.: C. W. Sever, 1905.

[Harvard]

149. Keen, James Tower. Cases on Pleading. Boston: Boston Book Co., 1905.
[Boston University]

150. Keen, James Tower. Cases on Pleading. St. Paul, Minn.: West, 1905.
[Boston University]

151. Mechem, Floyd R. Cases on the Law of Partnership. 2d ed. Chicago:
Callaghan & Co., 1905.

“[M]ade primarily for use in connection with the writer’s lectures on Partnership
in the Law School of this University” (preface). [University of Michigan]

152. Scott, James Brown. Cases on Quasi-Contracts. New York: Baker, Voorhis
& Co., 1905.

“[P]repared to meet the needs of classroom instruction” (preface). [Columbia]

153. Williston, Samuel. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Sales of Personal
Property. 2d ed. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association,
1905.

[Harvard]

154. Woodruff, Edwin H. Selected Cases on the Law of Quasi-Contracts.
Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1905.

[Cornell]

155. Bunker, Robert E. Selected Cases on the Law of Negotiable Instruments.
Chicago: Callaghan & Co., 1906.

“Primarily for the use of students . . . particularly for students of the Law
Department of the University of Michigan” (preface). [University of Michigan] 

156. Gray, John Chipman. Select Cases and Other Authorities on the Law of
Property. 2d ed. Cambridge, Mass.: Kent, 1906–08.

[Harvard]

157. Hinton, Edward W. A Selection of Cases on the Law of Pleading Under
Modern Codes. Chicago: Callaghan & Co., 1906.

[University of Missouri]

158. Rood, John R. A Digest of Important Cases on the Law of Crimes. Ann
Arbor, Mich.: G. Wahr, 1906.

[University of Michigan]

159. Scott, James Brown. Cases on Equity Jurisdiction. New York: Baker,
Voorhis & Co., 1906.

[Columbia]

160. Scott, James Brown. Cases on International Law. St. Paul, Minn.: West,
1906.

“[I]ntended to be a revision of the late Dr. Snow’s Cases and Opinions on
International Law” (preface). [Columbia]
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161. Walsh, William. Select Cases on the Law of Real Property. New York: L. J.
Tompkins, 1906.

“Prepared in accordance with the courses on the Law of Real Property . . . at the
New York University Law School” (preface). [New York University]

162. Wigmore, John Henry. A Selection of Cases on Evidence. Boston: Little,
Brown, 1906.

“For the use of students of law” (title page). [Northwestern]

163. Williston, Samuel. Selected Cases and Statutes on the Law of Bankruptcy.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1906.

[Harvard]

164. Wyman, Bruce. A Selection of Cases on Mortgages. 2d ed. Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard Law Review Pub. Association, 1906.

“[O]nly those cases have been left which it was believed it was worth while for
the student to read” (preface). [Harvard]

165. Beale, Joseph Henry. A Selection of Cases and Other Authorities upon
Criminal Law. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1907.

[Harvard]

166. Beale, Joseph Henry. A Shorter Selection of Cases on the Conflict of Laws.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1907.

[Harvard]

167. Boyd, Carl Evans. Cases on American Constitutional Law. 2d ed. Chicago:
Callaghan & Co., 1907.

[University of Chicago]

168. Huffcut, Ernest W. Cases on the Law of Agency. 2d ed. Boston: Little,
Brown, 1907.

[Cornell]

169. Lewis, William Draper, and Miriam McConnell. Equity Jurisdiction: A
Collection of Cases with Notes. Philadelphia: International Print. Co.,
1907–08.

[University of Pennsylvania]

170. Martin, Alexander. A Selection of Cases on Equity Jurisdiction. St. Paul,
Minn.: West, 1907.

“Chiefly for the use of students engaged in the study of equity jurisprudence”
(preface). [University of Missouri]

171. Wilson, Henry H. Selected Cases on the Law of Suretyship and Guaranty.
Chicago: Callaghan & Co., 1907.

“The hope of lessening the labors of those who teach, as well as those who study
. . . furnished the motive for this volume” (preface). [University of Nebraska]
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