
AALL members and entities have
been hard at work on national
advocacy efforts, including
authentication of government information,
permanent public access to legal
information, and influencing the USA
PATRIOT Act and the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act. Special thanks to the
Washington Affairs Office, Bob Oakley,
and Mary Alice Baish; to the Government
Relations Committee, chaired by 
Tim Coggins; and to the Copyright
Committee, chaired by Paul Callister, 
for their continuous efforts to steer us 
in the right direction. 

Authentication of E-Law
AALL is working at the federal and state levels
to ensure that digital government information
is certified to be the official and authentic
version of a legal document. This will ensure
that citizens using legal information found 
on government Web sites can rely on the fact
that the document is authentic. 

Under the leadership of Richard
Matthews, chair of the Access to Electronic
Information Committee, and in collabor-
ation with the Washington Affairs Office 
and the Government Relations Committee,
AALL is currently conducting a 50-state
Authentication Survey to determine which
states, if any, offer “official” and “authentic”
versions of primary legal resources on their
Web sites. 

From preliminary results, most
government Web sites publishing primary
legal resources—statutes, session laws, and
court opinions—have a disclaimer directing
users to official print resources to avoid
possible errors in the online text. Foreign
countries, such as Australia, Belgium,
Canada, and France, have already moved to 
a certified digital signature for some of their
official documents.

At the federal level, the Government
Printing Office (GPO) plans to publish and
disseminate most federal documents to its 
1,400 federal depository libraries uniquely in
electronic form. The GPO has developed a
“GPO Seal of Authenticity,” which notifies
users that a document has not been altered since
it was authenticated and disseminated by GPO. 

Law librarians indicate that the
authentication of the documents needs 
to occur at the office of the agency,
congressional officer or body, or other entity
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that releases the
document. For
example, a Senate
bill should have
the authenticating

signature of 
the clerk of the

Senate. The GPO
authentication seal only

reflects that the document is
what the Senate sent to the GPO;

it does not, however, attest to the “official
character” of the Senate bill. 

Permanent Public Access to 
Legal Information/Vulnerable
Information 
As you have seen in the November 2005
AALL Spectrum Members’ Briefing on
permanent public access to legal
information, AALL is currently discussing
with other organizations how it can best
support efforts to ensure long-term access 
to born-digital legal information and the
preservation of print legal materials. 

Born-digital official legal information
raises particular concerns because it 
has no print equivalent and is therefore
more vulnerable to alterations and
disappearance. Under good conditions,
official court reports, session laws, and
codes printed on acid-free paper, will 
last for centuries. The same information
published in digital form may become
obsolete within five years. 

Beyond the technical problems related
to the fragility of the digital medium, a
number of financial, legal, and policy issues
are at stake in a democracy where no one
can ignore the law and citizens feel entitled
to free access to government information.
What is at stake is the transmission of
official documents, “the word of the law,” 
to future generations. Law librarians have 
a role to play to foster equitable and
permanent access to legal information.

Reauthorization of the 
USA PATRIOT Act
AALL has long been on record as opposing
provisions of the USA PATRIOT Act that
erode the privacy and confidentiality of library
users, specifically Sections 215 and 505. 

Section 215 gives the government the
power to access information from libraries
about patron records without probable cause.
Section 505 allows the FBI to issue its own
“national security letters” under gag order to
compel production of Internet-use records
from any entity that provides the public with
access to the Internet. The press reported last
summer that the FBI now issues more than
30,000 national security letters a year.

This summer both the House and
Senate passed very different bills to
reauthorize this controversial law. Sixteen 
of its provisions were due to expire on
December 31, 2005, including Section 215.
The Government Relations Committee and
Washington Affairs Office issued an action
alert last November because the conference
report reconciling the House and Senate
bills did not include some very important
safeguards contained in the Senate bill. 

As a result of your help and a large
national grassroots effort, conferees went
back to the table and agreed to a second,
slightly improved, conference report. It
includes four-, rather than seven-, year
sunsets for the more contentious provisions,
including Section 215. However, it still
allows the use of national security letters with
little accountability or oversight. A bipartisan
handful of senators threatened a filibuster
and were able to delay a vote on the Senate
floor. Congress eventually agreed to extend
the act until February 3, giving them little
time to work out the remaining differences.
The Washington Affairs Office continues to
monitor the reauthorization bill.

I am very grateful to Associate
Washington Affairs Representative Mary Alice
Baish, who always fights the good fight and
alerts us when member action is required. I
also want to thank each of you who took the
time to respond to this important alert by
calling your Congress members during the
Thanksgiving recess. As usual, law librarians
do make a difference, and we look forward 
to your continued help on this and other
important issues in the coming year.

Joint Library Comments on § 1201
of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act
On the copyright front, AALL and the 
other members of the Library Copyright
Alliance (the American Library Association,
Association of Research Libraries, Medical
Library Association, and the Special
Libraries Association) filed joint comments
to the Copyright Office on December 1 in
the triennial rulemaking for exceptions to 
§ 1201 to allow libraries to circumvent a
technological protection measure to gain
access to a lawfully acquired work. 

The Washington Affairs Office prepared
comments on behalf of AALL, which
support the renewal of the exemptions
granted in 2003 because, to our knowledge,
there has been no adverse impact on the
market for the classes of copyrighted works
to which the exemptions applied. 

In addition, we requested two new
exemptions including one for “Audiovisual
works and sound recordings distributed in
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• “Those Were the Days, My Friend,”
performed by a mystery group, the
Purple Ribbonettes. 

Who knows, there may even be an
encore planned. Stay tuned to this column
for more details. For questions or comments
about the Variety Show, contact Kelly
Browne at kbrowne@saclaw.org. 

Submitted by Carol Billings and Kelly
Browne.

Committee on Diversity Announces
2006 AALL Symposium
The Committee on Diversity is already
planning its 2006 AALL Diversity
Symposium. The theme of this symposium,
which is scheduled for Saturday, July 8, from
2-5 p.m., will be “Pioneering Minority Law
Librarians: Echoes of the Past; Directions for
the Future.” 

The program will celebrate pioneers,
either in person or in spirit, in law
librarianship. Through presentations and
discussions by select prominent minority 
law librarians, the symposium will honor 
the successes and contributions made by
minority leaders in law librarianship while
exploring the issues and challenges of
increasing and maintaining diversity in the
profession. A reception will immediately
follow the conference. More information
about speakers and other details will be
posted on the committee’s Web site, www.
aallnet.org/committee/diverse/index.htm. 

Contact Chair Robert H. Hu
(rhu@stmarytx.edu) with questions.

Submitted by Robert H. Hu.

Supporting New Professionals: 
the AALL Annual Meeting Grants 
The AALL Grants Program provides
financial assistance to law librarians or
graduate students who hold promise of
future involvement in AALL and the law
library profession. Funds are provided by
vendors, AALL, and AALL individual
members. Grants are awarded to cover the
Annual Meeting registration fee or the
registration fee for workshops presented at
the Annual Conference. Preference is given
to applicants who are new to the profession
and active in AALL or one of its chapters.

The AALL Grants Program began in
1952 and is one of the oldest and most
successful AALL programs. More than 1,000
librarians have received funding to assist
them in attending AALL educational
activities. Many of those recipients are
leaders in the profession today. For
additional information, check out the
application on the Association’s Web site,

www.aallnet.org/committee/grants/grants.
asp.

In 2001, an additional grants program,
the Minority Leadership Development
Award, was created to ensure that AALL’s
leadership remains vital, relevant, and
representative of the Association’s diverse
membership. The award provides up to
$1,500 toward the cost of attending the
Annual Meeting, an experienced AALL leader
to serve as the recipient’s mentor, and an
opportunity to serve on an AALL committee
during the year following the monetary
award. For additional information, check out
the application on the Association’s Web site,
www.aallnet.org/about/award_mlda.asp.

The application deadline for both
AALL Grants Programs is April 1, 2006.

Submitted by Joan Stringfellow.

Mentoring Committee Seeks
Mentoring Project Participants
Are you a new law librarian or an
experienced law librarian interested in
meeting and advising those who are new 
to the profession? Are you considering a
move to another type of law library, or do
you need advice to advance your career? 
The AALL Mentoring Committee invites
you to become involved in a mentoring
relationship. And since it is up to the
participants to decide how long to continue
their mentoring relationship, previous
mentors and mentees are welcome to
reapply for a new match. 

The Mentoring Committee will work
with the Academic Law Libraries; Private
Law Libraries; and State, Court, and County
Law Libraries Special Interest Sections to
provide the best matches possible. Those
who apply by May 12, 2006, are
guaranteed a match in time for the AALL
Annual Meeting. Applications are available
at www.aallnet.org/committee/mentoring/
mentor_project.html.

Submitted by Gregory Ivy and Kristy Moon.

Research Committee Announces
Aspen Grant Award
The AALL Research Committee is pleased
to announce that the 2005 AALL/Aspen
Research Grant for $5,000 has been awarded
to Timothy Kearley, director of the law
library and professor of law at the University
of Wyoming George W. Hopper Law
Library in Laramie, for: “Justinian’s Code on
the Web,” a project to digitize, edit, and
publish on the Web the only known English
translation of Justinian’s Code to use the
authoritative Latin sources, along with the
translator’s extensive explanatory notes.

Competition for the grants was fierce
this year with five submissions, all of which
showed great promise. The number and
quality of submissions reflects well on the
vitality of law librarianship and the high
interest in meaningful scholarship among
AALL members. 

The AALL/Aspen Publishers Grant
Program was established in 1996 with a
generous contribution of $50,000 from
Aspen Publishers, a New York-based legal
publisher. Aspen considers its contribution
an investment in research that will provide 
a prospective look at the role of librarians,
researchers, and legal information providers
and will yield results to which publishers
can respond. Aspen’s goal is to sponsor
research that will have a practical impact 
on the law library profession and inspire
products and changes in the marketplace.

The AALL Research Agenda offers
suggestions for possible research projects
that cover a wide segment of professional
interest, including the profession of law
librarianship, law library patrons, law
library services, legal research and
bibliography, legal information resources,
and law library facilities. However, projects
are not limited to those described in the
agenda; the committee will consider all
applications and research projects. To review
AALL’s Research Agenda, visit www.aallnet.
org/committee/research/agenda.asp.

The AALL Research Committee
members are: Chair Eloise Vondruska,
Duncan Alford, Karen Beck, Jean
Callihan, Carol Collins, Joel Fishman,
and Jeanne Frazier Price. ■

Submitted by Eloise Vondruska.
Therese A. Clarke, Northern Illinois

University College of Law, David C. Shapiro
Memorial Law Library, DeKalb, IL 60115
815/753-9497 • fax: 815/753-9499 •
tclarke@niu.edu.

digital format when all commercially available
editions contain access controls that prevent 
the creation of clip compilations and other
educational uses.” This exemption is needed for
those who seek to use clip compilations, such
as a law professor who wants to assemble a
compilation of scenes of lawyers engaged in
ethically questionable behavior or police
conducting unlawful searches or interrogations.

You’ll find the full comments at www.
ll.georgetown.edu/aallwash/1201Comments
Final_Dec2005.pdf. 

I welcome your feedback on these
initiatives. ■
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