


the students and from law school librarians.
The conversation was lively and far ranging,
including a thoughtful discussion about
whether all law librarians need a law degree.
“The ability to interact with a
multifaceted array of law librarians helps
to keep one’s take on the profession fresh,”
Winston says. “Having the opportunity
to interact with budding law librarians ...
helps to ensure our profession remains
growing, even while we are graying. Seeing
new individuals that are excited about their
chosen profession gives hope and
encouragement for the future.”

Everyone Benefits

There were several immediate benefits from
these lunches. At the first lunch, the access
services librarian announced that she was
looking for student workers for the fall
semester. She was able to hire two library
school students, one with a JD and one
without, as a result. One of the library
school students with a JD arranged an
internship during the summer for course
credit. She proved to be very willing to fill
in on the reference desk, which freed the
reference librarians for other tasks and gave
her some valuable experience.

One of the goals of the Coleman
Karesh library faculty is to be invited to
teach individual classes on aspects of law
librarianship in library school courses or
full courses about law librarianship. The
lunches helped make some progress toward
that goal. One of the reference librarians
at the Coleman Karesh Law Library is
teaching a continuing education class on
Internet legal research for the library school
this fall.

The professional law librarians will
continue to look for opportunities to
interact with the faculty at the library
school in whatever way they can. The new
director of the School of Library and
Information Science at the University of
South Carolina, Dr. Samantha Hastings,
invited the law librarians to lunch at Davis
College. We plan to turn out in force.

The more familiar the two faculties are
with each other, the more comfortable the
library school will be with inviting law
librarians to teach. l

Pamela Rogers Melton (melton@law.
sc.edu) is associate director for administration
at the University of South Carolina Coleman
Karesh Law Library in Columbia.
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