


With all the new knowledge librarians
have to acquire, it is often quite difficult to
keep up with the ever-changing technology
that is supposed to enhance our tasks.
Trying to decide what to buy, why it will 
be useful, and how to justify the purchase 
is very complicated. Overbearing vendors
forwarding unsolicited e-mails or telephone
calls to entice you to purchase their newest
devices adds to the problem. I regularly
delete the e-mails and insist that the callers
send me e-mails, which I also delete.

Whenever I find new technology that 
I think will be useful in the library or
classroom, my mind immediately jumps 
to how I can justify the
purchase to my dean.
This session provided
the when, why, and how
that I needed.  

This presentation
was very helpful because
it gave participants the
opportunity to preview 
a variety of new
technology tools that
will enhance our
growing presentation
needs and explained
how to use them
without the sales
pressure. Overall the
session was very informative.

What and How to Use 
the Following
With all the new technology, I often find
myself trying to decide if a particular device
will be handy. The presenters separated 
the tools so that it was easy to see when 
a particular device or software could be
practically useful.

For interactive group sharing. For 
an interactive meeting or classroom, Eric
Gilson, librarian III/assistant professor at
Rutgers University Law School Library,
suggested using Tidebreak’s TeamSpot 
and ClassSpot. This technology allows all
participants in the room to instantly share
their work. Anyone can drag and drop files,
cut and paste text, or share pre-structured
documents. With a mouse click, anyone in
the room can contribute to the discussion.  

TeamSpot allows all users to control 
the discussion, while the instructor controls
the ClassSpot host machine. I was really
excited when I learned all participants can
retain a copy of the session—no more
copying the minutes or notes to distribute.
This technology would be helpful in staff
trainings and classrooms.

For instant feedback. Gilson presented
TurningPoint’s audience response system,
and Deborah Ginsberg, electronic resources
librarian at Chicago-Kent College of Law
Library, talked about polling systems that
serve the same purpose. These systems 
allow your audience to participate in your
presentation by submitting instant feedback
to questions using a keypad or other 
device. The responses can be tracked or
anonymous. These systems would be 
good for instant surveys or evaluations.

For presentation control. Ginsberg
introduced several technologies that allow
the presenter to control the presentation,

including Smart Podiums,
Electronic Whiteboards,
Sympodiums, and Tablet
PCs. These devices allow
the presenter to store and
control his or her data,
browse the Internet, mark
up documents as he or she
speaks, and e-mail board
notes. 

I immediately thought
about how these devices
would be helpful when
teaching citations using
PowerPoint and getting a
“can you show us how it
looks” question when the

board is behind the screen. These devices
will allow you to seamlessly write the sample
citation, mark it up as you speak, save the
page, and e-mail it to the class.

To demonstrate pages from a book.
How many of us have made multiple copies
of pages of a book so that our class can
follow as we teach only to realize we failed
to copy a page? Ginsberg introduced my
new best friend, the Document Camera.
This nifty device allows you to display
pages from a book as you speak and shows
each page on a projector screen. This will
eliminate the need for copies. 

To step away from the podium.
For a few inexpensive additives, Ginsberg
suggested the presentation mice and wireless
microphone, both of which she used during
her presentation. They were nice additions
that all the presenters at AALL need.

Technology is not the
Presentation
Ginsberg closed the session by reminding
us that although technology is wonderful, 
it is not the presentation. Tools help to
enhance and improve the presentation. 
She suggested presenters vary their voice
and gestures, practice their presentation, 

For More Information
Purchase an audio recording
of this session online at
www.aallnet.org/products
/products_educational.asp.
(SKU 07AALL/CD-I1; $11)

Download a free handout
from Deborah Ginsberg’s
presentation online at http://
programmaterials.aallnet.org. 
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presentation is available as a free
downloadable handout through the AALL
Annual Meeting Handout Materials
Collection at http://programmaterials.
aallnet.org and is informative; however, it
does not reflect the depth of the material
discussed by the panel as a whole. ■

Jocelyn D. Stilwell (jstilwell@nossaman.
com) is assistant librarian at Nossaman
Guthner Knox & Elliott, LLP in San
Francisco.

and take classes in presenting, such as those
offered by Toast Masters, if needed. She
reminded us that the biggest and best tool
for any presentation is the presenter.

Also, Ginsberg’s handout was very
helpful because it provided justifications 
for use, price ranges, and Web sites to 
demo the new technology.

By the close of the session, I had
identified the new tools I need to purchase,
how they will allow me to step away from
the podium, when they can be used in a
presentation, why they will improve my
presentations, and how I could justify my
purchases. What more could one ask for?  

All technology has its place, and this
session broadened and evaluated my belief
that when used in the right manner, it will
creatively improve the teaching process. 
Any device that improves the educational
process and assists in retaining the attention
of our present interactive students is a
welcome additive to our teaching program.

The only downside to the presentation
was that some of the tools were not
demonstrated. It would be helpful if classes
that focus on technology were offered earlier
in the session, so attendees have the
opportunity to try the new tools while the
information is fresh. ■

DeCarlous Spearman (dspearman@
tmslaw.tsu.edu) is the interim law library
director and professor at Texas Southern
University Thurgood Marshall School of 
Law in Houston.

AALLSpectrum_Sept:AALLSpectrum_Nov  9/16/07  5:07 PM  Page 51

creo



