


Law, and Hein Legal Classics Library.
Together, they include books from the
17th to 20th centuries.

The main advantage of these collections
is access. Most libraries do not have copies
of these books, and even if a library does,
it may be too fragile for use. The full-text
of the books is searchable, and the books
are displayed in the print-equivalent PDE
Drawbacks to these databases include the
high cost, the inexact searching due to
scanning problems, and restrictions on
printing and copying.

What does the future hold for electronic
monographs? Ginsberg hopes that scanning
technology improves so that searching is
more precise. She also predicts that we'll
see more free alternatives as Google Books
continues to add material and draws more
competition. The downside to this is that
copyright restrictions may prevent newer
books from being available for free or
included in large databases of e-books.

Self Help e-Guides

Currently, several vendors provide e-book
versions of legal guides for pro se litigants:
Books 24x7, EBL, ebrary, NetLibrary, and
Questia. Ebrary offers its e-books, including
Nolo press titles, in many different
packages, such as access to a general and
subject-specific library or buying on
demand. Because these books can be heavily
used and need replacing often (due to
misuse, theft, or frequent updating), the
e-books can serve as back-ups and extra
copies. The disadvantages include the
necessity of installing special software and
the restrictions on printing, copying, or

use of the materials.

Ginsberg predicts that we'll see more
titles in more types of libraries—particularly
in public libraries—but that advances in
digital rights management technology
will continue to interfere with the user
experience by further restricting printing,
copying, and customization of content.

e-Textbooks
Law students spend a lot of time with
open textbooks and notebook computers,
so e-textbooks seem like a sure thing.
CafeScribe, Vital Source, and West offer
some e-textbooks and study aids, but the
availability of law e-textbooks lags behind
other subject areas.

Advantages to e-textbooks include easier
transportation to and from class, the ability
to edit highlighting and notes, interactive
features (such as linking to the online
version’s primary sources), and the ability
to collaborate with other students. The
disadvantages include technical problems

and cost; the specific hardware and software
requirements that may limit the users ability
to print, copy, or share text; the question

of who will provide technical support

(the e-book company or law school IT
department); and the higher cost of
e-textbooks compared to their print
counterparts.
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Deborah Ginsberg, electronic resources
librarian at Chicago-Kent College of

Law Library, predicts a bright future for
e-books in 2017: more titles, greater
frequency of updates, and added features
that users like in print, such as charts,
footnotes, and PDF images.

What does the future hold for e-
textbooks? Ginsberg predicts that there will
be more of a selection, but cautions that the
common practice of multiple authors in
legal textbook publishing complicates the
permissions process. Moreover, authors may
not receive as much payment for electronic
versions as they do for sales of the print
version, so they may resist e-textbooks.

e-Books in 2017

So what does the future hold for electronic
versions of books? Users hope that they
can search books from different publishers
at the same time, transfer the content to
portable devices like iPods and cell phones,
customize the content by changing the font
or order of the material, and interact with
the content by linking to sources that have
been cited. Librarians want to have more
pricing options, more diverse collections,
and the ability to track usage to evaluate
their purchases.

What stands in the way of getting these
things? First, copyright restrictions can keep
a book from being digitized. Once a book
is digitized, copyright concerns can prevent
portability and interactivity due to more
sophisticated digital rights management
technology.

By the end of this program, I was
impressed by how much content is already
available as e-books. I'm also looking
forward to 2017 when, hopefully, Ginsberg’s
predictions come true and librarians can
search all of the up-to-date treatises,
legal guides, historic and cutting-edge
monographs, and textbooks simultaneously
to find the right information for our users.
Our users will then be able to convert the
content to a format they need and transfer
it to their portable device all within the
bounds of copyright law.

Don't worry if you missed this program
and want to learn more. The handout
(available on AALLNET) is a nice summary
of the presentation and includes links to the
Web sites of vendors mentioned throughout
the presentation. The audio CD should be
an engaging experience, especially if you
follow along with the handout. ll

Sara Sampson (sas235@law.georgetown.
edu) is head of reference at Georgetown
University Law Library in Washington, D.C.

For More Information

Purchase an audio recording
of this session online at
www.aallnet.org/products/pro
ducts_educational.asp. (SKU
07AALL/CD-J5; $11)

Download a free handout
from Deborah Ginsberg’s
presentation online at
http://programmaterials.

aallnet.org.
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