
As the 110th Congress comes to 
a close, it’s the perfect time to
reflect on the legislative progress

we’ve made in the last two years. Under
new leadership in the House and Senate,
we saw the introduction of many bills
that support access to information and
open government, and we witnessed an
increase in oversight hearings on issues
such as secret law and the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) library closures.
Outlined in the table below, you’ll find a
number of bills we’ve tracked during the
course of this Congress. 

In the first section, you’ll notice 
three key victories: the enactment of 
the OPEN Government Act of 2007 to
improve the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA); the $1 million order to EPA to
reopen the closed EPA libraries; and a
new policy directing the National
Institutes of Health (NIH) to provide
the public with free online access to
findings from its funded research. 

Below the enacted bills you’ll find 
a list of other bills that AALL supports.
Included in this list is a bill of great
importance to us, H.R. 6589, the

Charles H.W. Meehan Law Library
Improvement and Modernization Act.
This bill, introduced on July 23 by Rep.
Zoe Lofgren (D-Calif.), would provide
additional funding for the Law Library
of Congress, authorize a separate line
item for the law library, and establish 
the Charles H.W. Meehan Law Library
Support Program, which will allow
outside funding to be raised and
provided to the law library for new
enhanced services. Rep. Lofgren plans to
reintroduce this bill next session, and we
will continue to work with her staff and
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Enacted Bills Original 
Name Bill Number Purpose Sponsors Status

Pending Bills Original 
Name Bill Number Purpose Sponsors Status

OPEN
Government 
Act of 2007

S. 2488 To amend FOIA to revise requirements
for federal agency disclosures of
information; establish the Office of
Government Information Services.

Sen. Patrick
Leahy 
(D-Vt.)

Became Public Law
No.: 110-175

Omnibus
Appropriations
Bill

H.R. 2764 Two key provisions added to the bill:
• $1 million order to EPA to reopen

closed libraries.
• New policy directing the NIH to

provide the public with free online
access to findings from its funded
research.

Rep. Nita M.
Lowey 
(D-N.Y.)

Became Public Law
No.: 110-161

Charles H.W.
Meehan Law
Library 
Improve ment and
Modernization 
Act

H.R. 6589 To authorize $3.5 million for the Law
Library of Congress; create separate line
item for the law library in the federal
budget beginning in fiscal year 2010;
establish the Charles H.W. Meehan Law
Library Support Program

Rep. Zoe 
Lofgren
(D-Calif.)

Reported favorably
by the Committee on
House Administration
(July 30, 2008)

Presidential
Records Act
Amendments 
of 2007

S.886 
H.R. 1255

To reverse the Executive Order 13233
and establish procedures to ensure the
timely release of presidential records.

Sen. Jeff 
Bingaman 
(D-N.M.)
Rep. Henry
Waxman  
(D-Calif.)

Reported favorably by the
Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental
Affairs (June 6, 2007)
Passed House (March 14, 2007)
Reported favorably by the
Senate Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental
Affairs (June 20, 2007)

E-Government
Reauthorization
Act of 2007

S. 2321 To amend the E-Government Act of
2002 to reauthorize appropriations;
includes a provision to improve the
searchability of government Web sites.

Sen. Joseph
Lieberman
(I-Conn.)

Reported favorably by the
Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental
Affairs (Sept. 16, 2008)

Shawn Bentley
Orphan Works
Act of 2008 and
Orphan Works
Act of 2008

S. 2913
H.R. 5889

To enable the use of copyrighted works
without permission when their copyright
owners cannot be identified.

Sen. Patrick
Leahy (D-Vt.)
Rep. Howard
L. Berman 
(D-Calif.)

Passed Senate (Sept. 26, 2008)
Referred to the House
Committee on the Judiciary
(Sept. 27, 2008)
Approved by the House Judiciary
Subcommittee on Courts, the
Internet, and Intellectual Property
(May 7, 2008)

(continued on page 27)
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setting the bar— continued from page 13shutterbug— continued from page 7

law firm associates need to know how
the law comes into being. “I would
include the rather broad topic of
understanding the structure of
government,” says Steve Whiteside,
librarian at Sheppard, Mullin, Richter 
& Hampton, LLP, in San Diego. 

“Law school often focuses on the
judicial branch through case study. 
Law students come out prepared to be
appellate judges more than lawyers,” 
he continues. “They need to understand
how cases progress through the courts.
Often they fail to break down the
litigation process into its separate
components: pleading, discovery,
motions, trial, judgment, and appeal.
They need to know what they should
expect to find in the court rules.”

Cost-Effective Research
The next popular benchmark was 
cost-effective researching. Most people
automatically think of online research
when the phrase “cost-effective research”
comes up. But it turns out that a good
fundamental knowledge of print
resources creates the springboard for
cost-effective research online. 

For instance, many librarians believe
their associates need to know how to 
use table of contents, indices, and tables,
which make researching more cost
effective in either print or online.

The other side of the coin of cost-
effective research is knowing which
online sources will yield what the
attorney needs. To a certain extent, this
requires attorneys learning as they go.
However, if they are made aware of what
sources are available at their firms, then
they have a head start; they can evaluate
which sources they will need to answer
their questions.

Evaluating sources popped up in
different forms throughout the responses.
One librarian expressed a need to
evaluate good and bad online sources.
Another wanted the associates to learn
what can be found in an online database
versus a print treatise. 

libraries. Remember good PR is not
limited to the spoken word but should
also include great visual images. You all
know that “A picture is worth a thousand
words,” but as you look through the lens
of your Polaroid, Kodak, Canon, Nikon,
or camera of choice, also think of the
words of American documentary
photographer, Dorothea Lange, who said,
“Photography takes an instant out of
time, altering life by holding it still.”
Who knows—that “instant in time”
could happen in your library.

The committee wishes to encourage
all AALL members from every type of
law library (academic, government,
court, private law firm, solo librarian,
etc.) to take a watchful look with your
creative eyes, and take aim and shoot
(figuratively speaking of course.) Then
enter your digital or print photographs
by February 28, 2009, in any of the
following six categories:

1. Librarians as Information
Evaluators and Managers

2. Librarians as Expert Researchers
3. Librarians as Teachers and

Trainers
4. Librarians as Trailblazers in 

New Technology
5. The Artistry of Librarianship
6. Most Humorous.
And remember, sometimes a good

picture just happens. As Ansel Adams
said, “There are no rules for good
photographs, there are only good
photographs.”  

To assist you in taking great
photographs, see the Day in the Life
Web page for some tips for taking
photos, as well as the contest entry form
and the photo release form: www.aallnet.
org/dayinlife.  

The entries will be judged in two
rounds. The members of the PR
Committee will do a preliminary judging
of entries in March. Then, in celebration
of National Library Week, the committee
will post the top five photos from each 
of the six categories to AALLNET for 
all current AALL members to vote on.
The winning entries will be featured 
on AALLNET and in the July issue of
AALL Spectrum. Just think what winning
the contest could do for your library 
and staff in terms of more internal
organization promotion…the possibilities
are endless.

So, put your best foot (face)
forward…focus…aim and…smile! ■

Carol J. Schmitt (cschmitt@
boardmanlawfirm.com) is law library
manager at Boardman Suhr Curry & 
Field LLP in Madison, Wisconsin.

While this benchmark coincides with
the thinking process, it also should be
addressed along with specific resources.
For instance, when talking about online
Web sites, the discussion should address
the difference between a .com and a .gov
site. Therefore, the topic of cost-effective
research is put as an overall topic in the
benchmark list on page 13.

Teaching from Your
Benchmarks 
Once your benchmark list is in place, the
challenge is to figure out how to teach 
all of this information to your attorneys.
The benchmark list makes the process
easier in that you can design a 101
course that hits all the topics or divide
them into sections for more advanced
classes, depending on the audience you
are teaching. 

Some of the local librarians in Miami
are developing video training sessions
that can be viewed at the attorneys’
discretion or used in a formal training
session. The method you choose should
be tailored to your firm.

No matter the method, it is essential
that you evaluate your training sessions to
ensure that your benchmarks are adequate.
While the traditional evaluation technique
is to survey, it is worthwhile to see if there
are alternative evaluation techniques that
would work better for your attorneys. One
possibility is to hold a series of classes that
build upon each other so the attorneys
need to demonstrate prior learned research
knowledge.

Whatever method you choose to
teach legal research training to your
attorneys, the benchmark list makes it
easier for you to define your goals and
see if you meet them. This method will
also give you a measurable service that
the library has provided the firm. So the
next time your management asks what
have you done for us lately, you will have
the answer at hand. ■

Michelle I. Mitchell (mmitchell@
bilzin.com) is library services director at
Bilzin Sumberg in Miami.

the American Bar Association to increase
support for this significant legislation.

Unfortunately, as has been the case
during the last several years, Congress 
has passed a continuing resolution (H.R.
2638) to fund the federal government 
in fiscal year 2009, rather than pass
individual appropriations bills. Funding
for agencies such as the Government
Printing Office, the Law Library of
Congress, and the National Archives and

Records Administration remain at 
2008 levels through March 6, 2009,
necessitating cuts in many important
programs. ■

Mary Alice Baish, acting Washington
affairs representative, Edward B. Williams
Law Library, 111 G Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20001-1417 •
202/662-9200 • Fax: 202/662-4059 
• E-mail: Baish@law.georgetown.edu •
www.aallnet.org/aallwash
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