
 
SERVICES 

 

 We provide Reference 
assistance in person, by phone, 
fax, and email.  

 
 24/7 web access to the library 

catalog and many other law-
related resources, directories 
and reference tools.   

 
 Remote access to over 8,000 

electronic law journals and 
other resources. (some 
restrictions apply) 

 
  Delivery of cases, articles and 

other documents by email, fax, 
mail or FedEx. Most orders are 
filled the same day. 

 
 Library materials circulate to 

judges, court staff, attorneys, 
and government employees.  

 
  Attorneys licensed to practice in 

Wisconsin may borrow 
materials by mail. 

 
  Computerized Legal Research 

Service for attorneys, using 
Westlaw™ , LexisNexis™ , 
Loislaw™  and other resources. 

 
  We can borrow books and 

obtain articles from other 
libraries on your behalf. 

 
 
 

  Free monthly e-newsletter, 
WSLL @ Your Service. Contact 
us to subscribe. 

 
 Public PC’s with access to the 

Internet, Loislaw, Westlaw, 
LegalTrac, HeinOnline and 
more 

 
 

 
Rare Book Room 

 
 

 Wired network connections for 
laptop users 

 
 Self serve copiers and printers 

at 15 cents per copy plus tax.  
 

  After Hours Service for 
attorneys licensed to practice in 
Wisconsin. Please inquire for 
subscription information. 

 
 
 

  Library tours and orientation 
sessions. Please phone to 
schedule. 

 
  Classes offering hands-on  

instruction in online legal 
research and other practice 
related applications. Most are 
CLE accredited. 

 
  Rooms available for meetings 

or training sessions. Please 
inquire for rental information. 

 
 

RESOURCES 
 

  A collection of over 140,000 
volumes supporting the needs 
of current legal research, 
including: 

 

  All primary sources of 
federal statutory, 
administrative and case law. 

 

  Statutes, case reporters and 
court rules for all 50 states. 

 

 Leading treatises in all legal 
practice areas 

 
 CLE publications of the 

State Bar of Wisconsin, 
CLEW, NBI and PESI. 
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  Specialized Wisconsin 

materials: 
� Briefs and Appendices for 

Supreme Court & Court of 
Appeals cases 

� Attorney General Opinions 
� Administrative Code 

replaced pages 
� Legislative drafting records 
� Selected state agency 

decisions  
� Wisconsin Jury Instructions, 

including superseded 
versions 

� Judicial Council Collection 
 
 

  Selected U.S. government 
documents, including 
Congressional committee 
reports, federal agency reports 
and administrative decisions 

 
 

  Over 8,000 print and online 
journals, including law reviews 
from ABA-accredited law 
schools, bar association 
publications, and practice-
specific titles. 

 
 

  Prose & Cons Collection of 
legal fiction, including books, 
audio books, VHS and DVD. 
Gently used donations 
accepted on a continual basis. 

 

 
"The Supreme Court shall maintain a 

state law library for the use of the officers 

and the employees of this state, attorneys 

and the public." 
Wisconsin Statutes section 758.01 and 

Wisconsin Supreme Court Rule 82.01 
 

 
 

Mission 
The Wisconsin State Law Library exists 
to serve the legal information needs of 
the officers and employees of this state, 
attorneys and the public by providing the 
highest quality of professional expertise 
in the selection, maintenance and use of 
materials, information and technology in 
order to facilitate equal access to the law.  

 
History 

Founded with the Wisconsin Territory by 
an Act of Congress in 1836, the 
Wisconsin State Library, as it was then 
known, is the oldest library in the state. It 
was created to serve the needs of the 
territorial legislature. In 1876 it became 
part of the judicial branch, and so 
remains today as an agency of the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court 
www.wicourts.gov. By law the Wisconsin 
State Law Library serves officers of the 
court, attorneys, government employees, 
and the public. The State Law Library 
also manages the Dane County Legal 
Resource Center in Madison, and the 
Milwaukee Legal Resource Center in 
Milwaukee, through contractual 
arrangements with those counties. 
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Wisconsin State 
Law Library 

 
 

 

http://wilawlibrary.gov 
 

 

 
Reading Room 

 
 

Risser Justice Center 
120 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. 

P.O. Box 7881 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7881 

 

Phone: 608-266-1600 
Toll Free:  800-322-9755 

Reference:  608-267-9696 
Email:  wsll.ref@wicourts.gov 

Fax:  608-267-2319 
 
 

Open Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 


