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Discovery & Retrieval

• “We must provide more information 
online about what our print collections 
hold, so that potential users of our 
holdings can more easily discover the 
treasures they contain.” Roy Tennant, 
LJ, Dec. 15, 2001



Enabling Subject Access

• “The limited number of subject headings 
assigned to monographs as well as the 
practice of providing a more general 
subject heading for a monograph that 
covers several more specific topics 
resulted in very inadequate subject 
access to monographs.” Vinh-The Lam



Entry Level Vocabulary

• 505 and 520 notes account for the 
largest percentage increase in the 
number of unique words in bibliographic 
records, with averages of 15.5 new 
subject terms per record.  Calhoun & 
Markey, 1987.



Entry Level Vocabulary

• If a bridge to bib records is established, 
key words would provide effective 
access to controlled vocabularies. Bates 
& others, 1990s.



From Online catalogs: What users and librarians want, 
Karen Calhoun & Janet Hawk, OCLC (2009)

What would help identify an item?



From Online catalogs: What users and librarians want, 
Karen Calhoun & Janet Hawk, OCLC (2009)

Recommended enhancements to WorldCat



Projects for Providing
TOC data at LC

• dTOC (digital table of contents)
• Korean TOC
• E-CIP
• ONIX (ONline Information eXchange)
• ONIX pilot



dTOC

• Scanned from photocopies of TOC
• All languages/subjects in scope
• Roman scripts converted to text
• HTML wrapped around
• Non-roman scripts converted to PDF
• All linked in 856 field
• Varies 7-20K per year



Korean TOC

• Searched by ISBN via the web at NLK
• Downloaded and saved to a file
• In Korean text (searchable)
• HTML wrapped around
• Linked in 856
• Just started 2009 (<2K)



E-CIP TOC

• Part of application data submitted by 
publisher for CIP

• Already in electronic form
• 5 minutes or less to process
• In 505 field in the record
• 19K per year



E-CIP TOC



ONIX TOC

• Extracted from ONIX data supplied by 
publishers

• Same data that Amazon, B&N, Borders, 
etc. receive

• All linked in 856 field
• Varies 5K-35K per year



ONIX data

• International standard for information 
exchange in the publishing industry

• World coordination provided by EDItEUR
• U.S./Canada represented by the BISAC 

Metadata Committee
• Australia, Belgium, Finland, France, 

Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Korea, Russia, Spain, Sweden, UK



ONIX data information

• http://www.editeur.org

• http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-21-15-onix-
for-books.php



ONIX data



ONIX Pilot

• Report of The Library of Congress 
Working Group on the Future of 
Bibliographic Control, _On the Record_, 
section 1.1, Eliminate Redundancies, 
has several recommendations for using 
externally available bibliographic data 
and for further automating the CIP 
process.



ONIX Pilot

The good:

• Same ONIX files as ONIX TOC
• Use ONIX as the basis for CIP record
• Starter record created in under 15 

seconds
• TOC in 505 field in the record
• No additional cost



ONIX Pilot

The bad:

• Request CIP before ONIX available
• Data aimed towards marketing
• Inconsistent treatment of data
• Lack of XML repository, rely on files



ONIX Pilot



ONIX Pilot



ONIX Pilot



These slides:

www.loc.gov/catdir/aalltocs.ppt



Thank you!
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