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Resources Available

• Print
• Online

– Free Web
– Pay Databases

• Primary
• Secondary



Primary

• State & federal statutes
• State & federal regulations
• State & federal administrative 

decisions
• State & federal cases 



Secondary

• Online catalog 
– Search for books & treatises 

• Journals and law reviews
• Looseleaf services/electronic 

databases
• Web guides & blawgs



Primary Sources

Statutes
Regulations

Administrative Decisions
Cases



Federal & State Statutes

• Pending Legislation
– Federal

• Internet
– THOMAS
– GPO Access
– Committee Websites

• Westlaw & LexisNexis

– State
• Internet- State legislature websites
• Westlaw & LexisNexis

http://thomas.loc.gov/
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/


• Annotated Codes
– Print

• USCA & USCS
• Annotated state codes
• Indexes & Popular Name Tables 

– Westlaw & LexisNexis
• By citation
• Keyword Search
• Tables of Contents & Indexes



• Un-annotated Codes
– Print-U.S. Code
– Internet

• U.S. Code-GPO Access
• U.S. House
• Cornell
• State-State websites

– SC-www.scstatehouse.net 

• Commercial Websites-Findlaw
– Link to state & federal codes

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/
http://www.house.gov/
http://www.law.cornell.edu/
http://www.findlaw.com/casecode/


• Legislative Histories
– Individual histories and surces of compiled 

legislative histories-catalog 
– Guide to Locating Legislative History 

Documents
– United States Code Congressional and 

Administrative News (Print & Westlaw)
– Congressional Information Service (CIS)

• Print Indexes
• LexisNexis Congressional Online

– HeinOnline
– Westlaw & LexisNexis

http://www.law.sc.edu/library/research_aids/legislative_history_documents.pdf
http://www.law.sc.edu/library/research_aids/legislative_history_documents.pdf


Federal & State Regulations

• Federal Regulations
– Print-Federal Register, CFR & LSA
– Internet-GPO Access

• Federal Register
• Code of Federal Regulations
• List of Sections Affected
• Unified Agenda

– Westlaw & LexisNexis
• FR & CFR

– HeinOnline-FR & CFR

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/


• Parallel Tables 
– Print

• CFR Index-Parallel Table of Authorities & Rules
• USCS Index & Finding Aids to CFR

– Internet
• GPO Access
• Cornell

http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/parallel/parallel_table.html
http://straylight.law.cornell.edu/usc-cgi/usc_cfr.cgi?title=42&section=7401


• State Regulations
– Print
– State Registers & Regulations

• South Carolina
– State Register
– Index to Annotated Code-by Agency

– Internet
• State Registers & Regulations

– SC-www.scstatehouse.net
– National Association of Secretaries of State 

Administrative Codes & Registers Section
» http://www.nass.org/acr/textversion.html
» Links to state administrative codes and registers.

– Westlaw & LexisNexis

http://www.scstatehouse.net/
http://www.nass.org/acr/textversion.html


Federal & State Regulations

• Annotated Codes
– Print & Online

• Refer to relevant regulations 
• Refer you to statutory authority & federal & 

state register pages



Administrative Decisions

• Administrative Agencies
– Authority to administer state & federal laws
– Government manuals

• US Government Manual
– Print & GPO Access

• South Carolina Legislative Manual
– Print & www.scstatehouse.net

– Federal Agencies
• LSU Federal Agencies Directory
• GPO & OSU Browse by Topic
• FedStats-Agency by Subject 

– State Agencies
• SC: www.sc.gov (Agency Listing)

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/gmanual/index.html
http://www.scstatehouse.net/
http://www.lib.lsu.edu/gov/fedgov.html
http://www.browsetopics.gov/
http://www.fedstats.gov/
http://www.sc.gov/


• Administrative Decisions
– Federal

• Looseleaf Services/Electronic Databases
• Westlaw & LexisNexis
• Websites

– Administrative Decisions & Other Actions by Agency 
(UVA Library)

» http://www.lib.virginia.edu/govdocs/fed_decisions_agency.html

» By agency and by subject



–State
•Looseleaf Services/Electronic 
Databases

•Websites
–SC Administrative Law Court 

Decisions
»http://www.scalc.net/

http://www.scalc.net/


Cases

• Annotated Codes
• Reporters & looseleafs

– Print & online
• Westlaw & LexisNexis
• Websites

– State courts
– Federal courts
– Commercial Websites

• Findlaw
• LexisOne

http://www.findlaw.com/casecode/index.html
http://www.lexisone.com/


Secondary Sources
Dictionaries

Encyclopedias
ALR

Books & Treatises
Law Reviews



Online Catalog

• Search for nutshells, hornbooks, books & 
treatises, looseleafs, legislative histories, 
dictionaries, etc.
– By keyword; name of acts & acronyms

• Determine if the library carries a certain 
periodical
– May provide URL for electronic version



Law Reviews & Journals
• Include discussion & citations to various 

primary and secondary resources.
– Print indexes 
– LegalTrac & HeinOnline
– Westlaw & LexisNexis
– Internet

• Table of Contents, abstracts, full-text 
• University of Southern California
http://law.usc.edu/library/resources/journals.cfm

http://law.usc.edu/library/resources/journals.cfm


Looseleaf Services

• Commentary
• News & current information

– including electronic newsletters
• Statutes, regulations, administrative 

decisions, cases
• May also include:

– Pleadings & documents
– Bibliographies of articles, etc.



Looseleaf Services
• Print & electronic versions

– Search law library catalog
– Looseleafs in Print

• Westlaw & LexisNexis
– Individual database
– Tabs & Topics Pages

• Law Library Website 
– Limited Access Databases

• Environmental Law Reporter (ELI)
• Environment Reporter (BNA)

http://www.law.sc.edu/library/research_aids/limited_access.shtml


Westlaw & LexisNexis

Primary sources
Secondary Sources

Tabs & Topics Pages



Research Guides

• Suggest print and online resources
• Link to:

– Primary & secondary authorities
– Research guides and resources from 

government, university and non-profit 
organizations

Guide to Environmental Law



Blawgs

• Lawyers & law professors
• Organizations
• Individuals
• Blawg.org: http://www.blawg.org/

• Inter-alia: http://www.inter-alia.net/

• RSS

http://www.blawg.org/
http://www.inter-alia.net/
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