
Research
Process

Step 1

Secondary
Sources

Purpose
Provide citations to primary sources
Explains the law

Types

Legal encyclopedias
Treatises
Journal articles
ALR annotations
Practice materials

Access points
Table of contents
Index
Keyword searching

Step 2

Primary Authority

Statutes

Purpose
State the law of the land

Delegates authority to agencies to enact regulations

Access points

Table of contents
Index
Keyword searching
Popular name table

Forms
Slip laws
Annotated codes

Regulations

Purpose Enact regulations to enforce statutes

Access points

Table of contents
Index
Keyword searching
Statutory citations
Annotated codes

Cases

Purposes
Interpret and apply statutes/regulations
Set out the common law, interpret and apply it

Finding cases
By citation
By party name
By subject

Access points

Topic/Key Numbers
Keyword searching
Topical arrangements (KeySearch)
Secondary sources
Annotated codes

Step 3

Updating Citators
Shepard's
KeyCite

Purposes
Validate primary authorities
Find additional authorities, if needed

Step 4

Additional
Authorities Secondary authorities

To deepen understanding of the law
To make sure you haven't missed anything

Primary authorities
Law from other jurisdictions
Other persuasive law
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