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Many people struggle with the Bluebook. So last year when our department offered a 
series of short lunchtime presentations on different topics, we found that the sessions on 
the Bluebook were among the most popular. The audiences included 1Ls, LL.M. students, 
and faculty secretaries. This year, the editors of our school’s e-journal, the Shidler 
Journal of Law, Commerce & Technology, asked for some Bluebook lessons for their 
staff and we created some more presentations for them. 
 
A guide ties the different PowerPoint presentations together. 
 
All of the PowerPoint presentations are designed to be fairly brief – 15 minutes out of a 
lunch hour or 15-20 minutes out of a journal staff meeting.  It’s hard to expect an 
audience to focus on the Bluebook much longer than that. 
 
The PowerPoint presentations are: 

• books and articles  
• magazines and newspapers  
• electronic sources  
• short citation forms (id., supra) 
• cases 
• statutes 
• introductory signals 

 
 


