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Note: Discussions of prison law libraries have been driven by two major Supreme
Court cases. In Bounds v. Smith, 430 U.S. 817, 97 S.Ct. 1491 (1977), the Court held
that the fundamental constitutional right of access to courts requires prison authorities to
provide adequate law libraries or adequate assistance from persons trained in the law.
In Lewis v. Casey, 518 U.S. 343, 116 S.Ct. 2174 (1996), the Court held that prisoners
do not have an abstract freestanding right to a law library and must demonstrate actual
injury in order to sustain a challenge to the adequacy of the law library.
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