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Sovereignty Defined:

"The supreme, absolute , and uncontrollable
power l)y which any in(lepenclent state 1s

g’overne(l. - - Blacks Law, Dictionary Oth ed.




Origin o1 Iribal
Sovereignty

Inherent sovereignty

U.S. Constitution
U.S. Supreme Court




Iribal Sovercigiity -

Powers

Reg’ulate llunting’ , fishing’ , domestic relations
Maintain law and order

Re g’ulate commerce

Reg’ulate tribal land & individ. owned land




Tribal Sovereignity =

Powers

Make laws & govern members & people on rez
Establish courts and enforce laws
Determine meml)ership

Sovereign immunity




Iribal Sovercisnty —

ILimits on Powers

Congress has plenary power to limit

Courts have limited tribal sovereignty




Fliistory ot ULS. IFederal
[ndian Policy

Removal: 1820 - 1850

Reservations: 1850 — 1887

Assimilation & Allotment: 1887 — 1934
Indian reorganization: 1934 — 1953
Termination and relocation: 1953 — 1968
Self-Determination: 1968 - present




Tribes as
Governmental/ Political
Entities

564+ Indian Nations and Alaska Native villag’es
300 Courts and Dispute Resolution Forums
250+ Codes & 420+ Constitutions

Hundreds of Interg’overnmental Agreements




American Indians and
Alaska Natives

in the United States




