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EDITOR’S NOTE

in this issue: Heather Hawkins is now
contributing the RLIN column. Brian
Striman has joined Ellen McGarth as a
Contributor of the Research and
Publications coiumn. Serials Issues will be
written by Karin den Bleyker and Joan Liu.
TSLL welcomes our new editors!

A Call to All Members: Anyone interested
in contributing material for the MARC
Remarks column is asked to contact the
Editor.

Editors: Happy Holidays and Best Wishes
for a Prosperous New Year!

Lorraine Mary

BRI

ONLINE
BIBLIOGRAPHIC
SERVICES
SPECIAL INTEREST SECTION

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Anne Myers
Boston University
amyers@bi.edu

The OBS Education Commitiee, under the
capable leadership of Vice-Chair Sally
Wambold, has been busy developing and
nurturing program proposals for our 1996
Annual Meeting As I'm sure you all know
by now, the process this year was new
each SIS was charged with selecting two
programs after the AALL Education
Committee had met and reviewed all of
those proposed by SISs, Chapters, and
individuals This made for a very confusing
period in September with phone calls and E-
Mails flying thick and fast around the
country as coordinators were notified and as
each SIS made its own selections, all within
a few short days! OBS is involved as either
primary sponsor or co-sponsor with some

excellent programs. Topics inciude
obtaining and loading records from ouiside
sources into local sysieirs, maintaiiting
reference databases, the World Wide Web,
and format integration -- finally (where have
| heard that before?)

Sally will he sending out the annual
membership survey early this vear and |
urge ail of you to complefe it and return it.
it really does give a good picture of who
0OBS members are and what they are
interested in. This is especially tiue for
program planning. The ideas you come up
with for educational programs are seriously
considered by the Educalion Committee
and hopefully will generate solid pioposals
for the Baltimore meeting in 1457 {1 can't
believe I'm writing abow! the

avl)

Generaling ideas out of ithe biue jusi o
complete a suivey is hard, so I'd like {o
suggest another approach  As you read
Library Journal, your local SIA chanier
newsletter, announceinenis of Al A
Midwinter meetings, and ihe like, keep vour
eyes open for ideas that int tyou, If
they inferest you, they probably will inlerest
others as well. | keep a folder in my desk
labelled "Ideas” to consolidate sciibbled
notes, programs from meetings, and copies
of articles or ads that catch my eye I'll
admit that some of them don't always make
sense to ine when | see them later, but
some do and | know I'd never have
remembered therm on my own Stad your
"ldeas" foldet and share theim with Sally
when the survey arrives in your mail.

The other big OBS news is that Carol Avery
Nichiolson and her crew of dedicated
volunteers are putting the finishing fouches
on the second edition of the Local Systems
Directory, which will be published by
Rothman as part of the AALL publications
series Having done all of ihis once before,
they had their routines down pat! This
time, though, they are producirig it in loose-
leaf format for easy updating Data entry is
complete on new or updated entries and
those retained from the first edition have
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been pruned of obsolete sections by Linda
Davis. Carol reports that the entries thus
far look great and that she expects the
Directory to be published by the end of the
year or early in 1996. Kudos to Carol,
Linda, and all the other volunteers for their
hard work on this important project.

The OBS Nominating Committee for this
year is chaired by Arturo Torres (Gonzaga
University). Elections will be held for Vice-
Chair/Chair-Elect and Member-at-Large.
Anyone who wishes to run for one of these
offices or who would like to suggest
someone should contact Arturo:
509-328-4220, x3781;
arturo@gulaw.gonzaga.edu.

Your feedback is important to us. If you
have questions or comments, please
contact me: 617-353-4790;
amyers@bu.edu or Sally Wambold:
804-289-8226;
wambold@uofriaw.urich.edu.

Fedededede

TECHNICAL SERVICES
SPECIAL INTEREST SECTION

« SERIALS + CATALOGING + ACQUISITIONS
* EXCHANGE OF DUPLICATES * PRESERVATION

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Michael Petit
Georgetown University

petitm@law.georgeiown.eda

The TS-SIS Education Committee has been
busy submitting programs for the AALL
Annual Meeting in Indianapolis next year.
The SIS has received approval for a Basic
Cataloging Institute which will take place
prior to the Annual Meeting. In addition, on
the Saturday before the Conference, there
will be an Advanced Acquisitions Workshop
tentatively entitled "Enhanced Management
of Law Library Acquisitions." Cynthia
Aninao and Jack Montgomery are serving
as Co-Chairs.

The AALL Education Committee has
approved a program submitted by the
Cataloging and Classification Committee
entitled "Format Integration -- Finally." The
Serials Committee’s proposal "Who's
Counting? Who Cares?" a presentation on
library statistics, has been combined with a
similar Readers Services SIS program. This
year each SIS is free to submit two
proposals that do not require approval form
the AALL Education Committee and we
have lined up two excellent SIS-selected
programs. The first is "Mr. Serials Meets
Ms. Acquisitions: or, What Happens When
Technical Services Goes Electronic!"
sponsored by the Serials Committee. The
other program is "The Politics and Practices
of Giving to Law Libraries," sponsored by
the Acquisitions Committee. The Technical
Services Committee SIS should be well
represented in Indianapolis.

Richard Amelung is Chair of the Awards
Committee again this year and is accepting
nominations for the Renee D Chapman
Award for Outstanding Contributions in
Technical Services Law Librarianship. See
page 15 for complete details The deadline
for nominations is 1 February 1996.

Jim Mumm is busy putting the finishing
touches on this year's membership survey.
The survey is a very useful tool for securing
program and project ideas, and discovering
members who are willing to volunteer for
committees or run for office The survey is
an important means for members to make
their feelings known to the SIS leadership,
and it is a great way for new members to
begin to get involved in the work of the SIS.
Please take time to fill out and return the
survey when you receive it through the mail.
Last year our response was less than 20
per cent of the total membership. We
should be able to do a lot better

Happy Holidays to all the members of the
TS-SIS!
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ACQUISITIONS

Jean Eisenhauer
Washington & Lee University Law Library
jme@win.edu

In my last column, | wrote about collection
development policies, and how we
incorporate all formats of information into
that policy. "Virtual Dreams Give Way to
Digital Reality" by Cheryl LaGuardia (Library
Journal, Oct. 1, 1995, p. 42) is another
article on this topic. Ms. LaGuardia makes
the point that each library must successfully
combine print with electronic collections.
This "calls for vigorous collaboration among
the major players creating and using
information and information systems:
librarians, publishers, and library
researchers.” She lists seven collection
development issues worth considering:
Format and Cost; Money; Time;
Technostress and the Learning Curve; Past
investment in Muitiple Formats; Content;
and Attitude.

Ancther pertinent article is Demas, "The
Internet and Collection Development:
Mainstreaming Selection of Internet
Resources" (LRTS 39(3), p. 275). This is
about "the work of a group of ’Internet
Prospectors’ ... at Cornell University ...
[who] conducted a one-year project to adapt
the principles and practices of collection
development to the world of Internet
resources, thus setting the stage for
mainstreaming selection from the Internet
into ongoing collection development
activity " Demas presents a good
introduction on what and how to consider
Internet resources for a particular library
collection.

in late 1992, there was discussion on
ACQNET about whether or not acquisitions
librarians add value to the information we
acquire. This discussion is continued in
Library Acquisitions: Practice & Theory

(v. 19, no. 3, p. 321ff) with an opinion piece
by Alex Bloss, responses by Ron L. Ray
and Christian M. Boissonnas, and a
response by Bloss to the responses. [I'll

not attempt to summarize these articles;
rather, I'll give you a taste of each. Bloss
discusses what added value is, why it
should be considered, and what values
acquisitions librarians add to the library. He
concludes that, "what adds value to
acquisitions processes and to the library in
which they take place is basically a recital of
what most acquisitions librarians do on a
daily basis. ... In the acquisitions process
the value that is added, and is most often
underrated, is the work and experience of
the acquisitions librarian." Ray says,
"Deceptively, the term added vaiue calls to
mind the process of addition, often leading
those who misunderstand the concept to
start totaling up their contributions and
presenting them as equivalent to the value
they are adding." Boissonnas says, "...the
only librarians who add value to information
are those involved in ... mediation
(reference, cataloging). The others,
involved in delivery, provide necessary
services but do not add value." In his
response, Bloss states that acquisitions
librarians do not add vaiue to "the physical
product or its content.” If we don’t add this
value, then how do we justify our existence?
We must "be able to articulate what we do,
or our positions will go away for the wrong
reasons."

ACQNET (v. 5, no. 28, August 29, 1995)
contains a report on the ALA program
"Educating Collection Developers: In the
Classroom or On-the-Job." It boils down to
the fact that courses are ail fine and well,
but on-the-job experience is where a person
really learns the ropes of collection
development. Before becoming an
Acquisitions Librarian, | worked at the
Circulation/Reserve desk at the University of
Wisconsin for a year and as cataloger for
five years plus eight years as cataloger at
Washington & Lee. Those positions
prepared me well for being an Acquisitions
Librarian.

Several iegal publishers have been in the
Law-lib spotlight recently. Complaints about
CCH'’s invoicing were frequent from June
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through October. From the fall of 1993,
CCH has been working on a new order
management system. It appears that things
are not quite running right yet, but continue
to improve, partially because of comments
on Law-lib.

Automatic mailings by Michie Butterworth
and Aspen Law & Business have also been
discussed recently. This is the "related
publication" concept (you have this
publication; we are sure you'll want this one
also), which many librarians find frustrating.
Some librarians see these as gifts, while
others are not sure. Look for much more on
this topic in the CRIV Sheet in February.

kil

DESCRIPTION AND ENTRY

Melody Lembke
Los Angeles County Law Library
melody@lalaw.lib.ca.us

Rhonda Lawrence
UCLA Law Library

The Maastricht Treaty has brought changes
to the U.S., not just the European
Communities (now the European Union).
Have you been keeping up on the title
changes on seriais published by the EU?
The material for this column was originally
prepared in the Spring of 1995. Shepard’s
citators cataloged as serials seemed more
pressing column fodder. Thus, we are just
now getting back to European concerns.

The following LC record is a successive
serial record for a title change. However,
the fact that the title changed because the
name of the Commission changed was
completely disregarded in the form of entry
for the Commission.

010 94640219%zsn9420370

110 2 Commission of the European
Communities.

245 10 Directory of the European
Commission

362 0 16 Dec. 1993-

780 00 Commission of the European
Communities.$directory of the
Commission of the European
Communities$x0591-17453w(DLC85648725

To verify that a name change had occurred,
Meiling Liao Li of the Los Angeles County
Law Library contacted the European
Commission Office. A press release (no.
61/93) was issued by the Office of Press
and Public Affairs, the European
Commission Delegation’s Washington D.C.
Office on Dec. 13, 1993.

"The entry into force of the Maastricht
Treaty on European Union on November 1,
1993 has introduced changes in
terminology regarding the European
Communities and some of its institutions ..
The European Commission’ on November
17 the EC Commission decided to use
European Commission . "

When we first prepared this column last
Spring, it was to inform you that the name
had changed. Instead of retaining the 410
for the European Commission on authority
record n 79089981, we were suggesting
that readers might want to consider
changing it into a 510 for the new name.

010 n79089981

040 DLC3$cDLC$dDLCSdNjP$dDLC-S
$dDLC$dDi.C-R$dDLC-S$dDLC

110 20 Commission of the European Communities

410 20 European Commission

410 20 Commission europeenne

670 Directory of higher education institutions in
the EFTA states, 1994 $bCiP tp (European
Commission; Commission europeenne)

Authority record n 79089981 has now been
corrected and the 410 changed to a 510.
To freely adapt from Madame Mary M.
Currie: "All good things come to catalogers
who wait. They come, better late than
never." A new authority record has been
created for the European Commission.

































	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

