
 

 

July 17, 2020 

TO:  AALL Members   

FROM: Emily Feltren, Director of Government Relations 

RE: 2019-2020 AALL Government Relations and Advocacy Highlights, 
Business Meeting 

The American Association of Law Libraries’ (AALL) recent legislative priorities have 
focused on the needs of law librarians and legal information professionals during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This includes advocating for benefits for the legal information 
industry in the federal relief and stimulus packages passed by Congress earlier this year. 

We are grateful to all the AALL members and AALL chapters who have joined the 
Association’s advocacy efforts throughout the year, sharing stories about how law 
libraries are serving your communities in these unprecedented times.  

This report highlights some of AALL’s government relations issues and advocacy efforts 
during the 2019-2020 Association year: 

AALL GOVERNMENT RELATIONS POLICY AND PUBLICATIONS 

The AALL Executive Board approved revisions to the AALL Government Relations 
Policy at its April 2020 meeting. The revisions represent a significant streamlining to 
create a more flexible policy to guide AALL’s government relations and advocacy work. 

Starting in January 2020, the AALL Washington eBulletin moved to a biannual 
publication schedule, with more regular government relations updates now included in 
the monthly AALL eNewsletter and the AALL Weekly eNewsletter. We hope you are 
enjoying the new format.  

ADVOCATING FOR GREATER ACCESS TO GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND A 
MORE OPEN GOVERNMENT 
 
In April 2020, AALL President Michelle Cosby participated in the General Services 
Administration’s (GSA) virtual public meeting on Improving Public Access to 
Regulatory Data, during which she offered suggestions to improve Regulations.gov to 
support the legal information profession. The event was part of GSA’s efforts to 
modernize electronic rulemaking. AALL also submitted written comments to 
supplement President Cosby’s remarks.  

Jennifer Bryan Morgan, AALL’s nominee to the U.S. Government Publishing Office’s 
(GPO) Depository Library Council (DLC), was selected by the GPO’s Director Hugh 

https://www.aallnet.org/e_bulletin/washington-ebulletin-june-2020/
https://www.aallnet.org/e_bulletin/washington-ebulletin-june-2020/
https://www.aallnet.org/about-us/what-we-do/policies/public-policies/aall-government-relations-policy/
https://www.aallnet.org/about-us/what-we-do/policies/public-policies/aall-government-relations-policy/
https://www.aallnet.org/advocacy/government-relations/washington-ebulletin/
https://www.aallnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/GSA-eRulemaking-Remarks-043020.pdf
https://www.aallnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/GSA-eRulemaking-Remarks-043020.pdf
https://www.aallnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/GSA-eRulemaking-Written-Comments-060120.pdf
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Halpern to serve on the DLC for the 2020-2023 term. As a member of the DLC, Morgan 
will provide advice and recommendations to the GPO on improving policy and 
operational matters related to the Federal Depository Library Program. AALL issued a 
press release about the selection.   

AALL partnered with the U.S. Census Bureau to provide information to members about 
the Census and encourage participation.  

Greater access to court records through the Public Access to Court Electronic Records 
(PACER) system continued to be one of our top legislative issues. AALL advocated for 
passage of the Electronic Court Records Reform Act (H.R. 1164/S. 2064), which would 
provide greater access to court records through PACER. 

In February 2020, AALL met with the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (AO) to 
discuss AALL's interest in the AO’s new Electronic Public Access Public User Group. We 
also submitted written comments encouraging the AO to include law librarians and legal 
information professionals in upcoming user assessments and improvements to 
PACER.gov. 

PROMOTING A BALANCE IN COPYRIGHT LAWS THAT PROTECTS THE 
INTERESTS OF LAW LIBRARIES 

AALL advocated throughout the year for the need of balanced copyright laws and 
policies that allow law libraries to access and preserve information, and to make 
information available to users. This balance is more important than ever as legal 
research, online instruction, and patron services have moved into a more virtual 
environment because of COVID-19.  
 
In October 2019, AALL joined an amicus brief with other national library associations in 
Georgia v. Public.Resource.Org Inc, explaining libraries’ roles in providing access to, 
and preserving, official legal materials. In April 2020, the United States Supreme Court 
issued its opinion in the case supporting AALL's position that government information 
should be in the public domain and available to the public without restriction. 
 
In June 2020, AALL supported the testimony of AALL member David Hansen before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee on Intellectual Property, describing 
the impact of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act’s (DMCA) notice-and-takedown 
system on libraries. We also published an issue brief about the exemptions for libraries 
in the anti-circumvention provisions of the DMCA. 
 
SUPPORTING ENACTMENT OF UELMA 

While the current pandemic put a hold on much of the legislative activity in the states, 

https://www.aallnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/PR_AALL-Member-Jennifer-Bryan-Morgan-Appointed-to-DLC-by-GPO.pdf
https://www.aallnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/PR_AALL-Member-Jennifer-Bryan-Morgan-Appointed-to-DLC-by-GPO.pdf
https://2020census.gov/en/partners/directory.html
https://www.uscourts.gov/court-records/electronic-public-access-public-user-group#:%7E:text=The%20EPA%20Public%20User%20Group's,Information%20System%20applications%2C%20and%20the
https://www.aallnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EPA-Public-User-Group-PACER-Comments-061620.pdf
https://www.aallnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Amicus-brief-in-support-of-respondent-Public-Resource.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/18-1150_new_d18e.pdf
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Hansen%20Testimony.pdf
https://www.aallnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/2019-IB-DMCA.pdf
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AALL continued to work closely with AALL chapters, AALL members, the Uniform Law 
Commission’s Uniform Electronic Legal Material Act (UELMA) Enactment Committee, 
and the American Bar Association’s Standing Committee on the Law Library of 
Congress in support of UELMA. The Act, which addresses many of the access and 
preservation concerns posed by the publication of state primary legal materials online, 
has been enacted in 21 states and the District of Columbia.   

SAVE THE DATE: AALL VIRTUAL LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY TRAINING  

The rescheduled annual AALL Legislative Advocacy Training 2020 will take place 
virtually on Tuesday, September 22, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. (CDT). The training is free for 
AALL members; registration will open soon.  

To learn more about AALL’s legislative priorities and advocacy efforts, please visit the 
government relations pages on AALLNET at bit.ly/AALLadvocacy.  

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Emily Feltren 
Director of Government Relations  
 

https://www.aallnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/AALL-Letter-of-Support-for-UELMA-2019.pdf
https://www.aallnet.org/forms/meeting/MeetingFormPublic/view?id=2E7EE000001A1
http://www.bit.ly/AALLadvocacy
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