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Don Ford 
 
A special part of every 
FCIL-SIS annual business 
meeting is the presentation 
of awards. It was my pleas-
ure as 2013-2014 FCIL-SIS 
Chair, on behalf of the SIS, 
to recognize nine of our 
members for their outstand-
ing work.   
 
The FCIL-SIS has three 
merit-based categories of 
awards that may be given 
annually: 

 The Spirit of the FCIL-
SIS Award 

 The Reynolds and Flo-
res Publication Award  

 The Daniel L. Wade 

Outstanding Service 
Award 
 

In 2014 there were several 
winners of each award. We’d 
like to share with you just a 
few of their many profes-
sional accomplishments. 
 
The Spirit of the FCIL-SIS 
Award is presented each 
year to FCIL-SIS members 
whose work furthers the 
SIS’s mission, serves the 
entire FCIL-SIS, and in-
spires others to act. The 
winners of the 2014 Spirit of 
the FCIL-SIS Award were 
Julienne Grant, James Hart,  
Ryan Harrington, and Carmen 
Valero. 
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Julienne Grant is Reference 
Librarian and Foreign & 
International Research Spe-
cialist at Loyola University 
Law Library in Chicago. 
Julienne has an extensive 
background in Spanish lan-
guage and culture, including 
a BA in Spanish from Mid-
dlebury College and an MA 
in Ibero-American Studies 
from the University of Wis-
consin/Madison. Julienne 
generously put her Spanish 
language and Hispanidad 
cultural skills to good use at 
the 2014 Annual Meeting 
when she, along with Jona-
than Pratter and David 
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coffee talk, which took the place of the 
newly-formed Roman Law Interest 
Group meeting. Additionally, Jolande 
Goldberg (all-star!), Eugenia Charles-
Newton, Joan Policastri, Jootaek Lee, 
and I converted our originally-designed 
deep dive into a Hot Topic focused on 
land grabbing by governments and cor-
porations both internationally and do-
mestically, from Ukraine to Africa to the 
United States. We collaborated to create 
a wiki where you can find research re-
sources pertaining to this topic, including 
the relevant Library of Congress classifi-
cation scheme. 
 
The independently-produced FCIL pro-
gram for the Annual Meeting was timely 
and geographically relevant – how could 
we meet in San Antonio without discuss-
ing Mexico lindo? Julienne Grant, Jona-
than Pratter, and guest David Lopez put 
on a pro-bowl performance with their 
program on Mexican Law and Legal Re-
search. As someone who regularly re-
searches and writes on Mexico and legal 
research and resources in Mexico, I came 

Teresa Miguel-Stearns 
 
I am honored, proud, and delighted to 
be serving as the 30th Chair of the FCIL-
SIS. Have you ever examined the list of 
previous Chairs? It reads like a fantasy 
football, uh, fantasy FCIL librarian team 
spanning two generations of all-star se-
lections. Unlike in football, however, our 
all-stars only get better with time. In fact, 
the first generation of all-stars includes 
many who are still active in our SIS; 
many are founding members of the 
FCIL-SIS (1985) and several served as 
Chair in the early years. What a team!  
 
In addition to the intimidating roster of 
first-generation FCIL Chairs, our Imme-
diate Past Chair, Don Ford, is an excep-
tionally tough act to follow. Don de-
serves praise for his work leading up to 
the 2014 Annual Meeting in San Anto-
nio, ironically themed Beyond Boundaries, 
that would have had a dearth of FCIL 
programming (not for lack of excellent, 
relevant, and timely proposals by our SIS 
colleagues) but for his creative idea to 
convert various Interest Group and 
Committee business meetings into con-
tent-filled programs. Thank you, Don, 
for your tireless commitment to the 
FCIL-SIS! 
 
Many of our colleagues, both Chairs and 
program proposers, also deserve our 
thanks for working with Don to, respec-
tively, fit substantive programming into 
their meetings and to modify their origi-
nal program proposals to fit into the 
slots Don was able to offer. This incredi-
ble display of agility and flexibility bene-
fitted the entire FCIL-SIS. Neel Agrawal, 
for example, shipped several boxes of 
books from the LA Law Library to San 
Antonio to provide conference-goers 
with the opportunity to examine and 
discuss numerous sources of foreign, 
comparative, and international law at a 
Global Law Resources Fair, which took 
place during the Teaching FCIL Re-
search Interest Group meeting time. 
Many of our colleagues participated in 

the fair including Lyonette Louis-
Jacques (all-star!), Heidi Frostestad Ku-
ehl (past Chair), Jim Hart, Jonathan 
Pratter (all-star!), Stephen Wiles, Lucie 
Olejnikova (Vice Chair/Chair-elect), 
Jean Wenger (all-star! and past Chair), 
Ryan Metheny, Ralph Stahlberg, Lucia 
Diamond (all-star!), Catherine Deane, 
and Marci Hoffman (all-star!). Thank 
you all for your willingness to partici-
pate in this important program. 
 
Additionally, the Electronic Research 
Interest Group devoted its meeting 
time to a program on Legal Translation 
and Interpretation Tools for the Law 
Librarian, presented by Don Ford, 
Saskia Mehlhorn, and Jim Hart. Their 
research guide is a playbook for re-
sources pertaining to legal translation 
and legal interpretation. Evelyn Ma and 
Victor Essien (all-star!) combined their 
Asian and African Law Interest Groups 
to discuss respective regional organiza-
tions and the role they play in fostering 
regional and international security, eco-
nomic stability, and cooperation as well 
as social justice. The European Law 
Interest Group and the Latin American 
Interest Group also devoted part of 
their business meetings to substantive 
educational programming (see their 
respective reports for more details). 
Further, Dan Wade (all-star!, past Chair, 
and everyone’s hero) also organized the 
first-ever book discussion, The Crisis in 
Ukraine, surrounding current events in 
the region. I sense this type of prece-
dent-setting coordination and collabo-
ration will serve as a model for future 
Annual Meetings, regardless of the 
amount of FCIL programming on the 
official Annual Meeting schedule.  
 
Several of our colleagues were fortunate 
to have program proposals accepted at 
the second-round of calls for Coffee 
Talks and Hot Topics. Lucia Diamond 
(best wishes in your retirement, Lucia!) 
submitted her program, Beyond Your 
Boundaries: What Ancient Legal Systems 
Can Tell Us About Working Globally, as a 

From the Chair 

Teresa Miguel-Stearns, FCIL Chair 
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report 

away with new tools and updates that 
have informed my knowledge and prac-
tice in this area. Be sure to keep handy 
the extensive legal research guide that is 
the combined product of many FCIL 
pens. It is a perfect example of a team 
producing at a level that is greater than 
the sum of its parts, and yet another 
precedent-setting method of maximizing 
the limited time we have at our yearly 
gathering. Many thanks, Julienne and 
Jonathan, for pulling together a valuable 
program and an invaluable research 
guide. 
 
A particular highlight of the Annual 
Meeting, as is so often the case, was 
making the acquaintance of our recipient 
of the FCIL Schaffer Grant for Foreign 
Law Librarians. Lucie Olejnikova and I 
had the pleasure of dining with Irene 
Kraft, our 2014 recipient, on the eve of 
the conference. We learned about her 
life journey that took her to the Bibliote-
ca Nacional de Chile and landed her in 
her current position at the International 
Criminal Court Library in The Hague, 
Netherlands. Irene also joined us at the 
Latin America Interest Group and the 
Foreign Law Selector’s Interest Group 
meetings to discuss both the Chilean 
National Library and the ICC Library 
collections. Her presentation, Envisioning 
the World’s International Criminal Law Li-
brary at the International Criminal Court, was 
a fascinating look at the history, struc-
ture, and future of the ICC and the ICC 
Library; it was both a practical and intel-
lectual exercise in creating a library from 
the ground-up, literally. Thank you, Ire-
ne, for a fantastic program. Many thanks, 
also, to our grant Selection Committee, 
Ryan Harrington (2013-14 Chair), Sherry 
Leyson (2014-15 Chair), Gabriela 
Femenia, and Kristina Alayan for their 
hard work and conscientious decision-
making in the always-difficult process of 
selecting an ideal recipient; and to our 
grant fundraising committee of Lucie 
Olejnikova (2013-14 Chair), Sarah Ryan 
(Chair 2014-15), Jennifer Allison, and 
Laura Cadra. A million more thanks to 

From the Chair, continued from page 2 

Ellen Schaffer (all-star!) and all of our 
donors who made Irene’s trip possible 
with their generosity. 
 
Another highlight of the Annual Meet-
ing was the coming to fruition of a new 
interest group – the Customary and 
Religious Law Interest Group, led by 
Chair Susan Gaultier. Congratulations 
to all involved in this endeavor! We 
look forward to learning more about 
customary and religious law in the years 
to come. 
 
Thus, as you can see, what might have 
been an FCIL-light Annual Meeting 
developed into a blitz of FCIL pro-
gramming due to the persistence and 
determination of our FCIL colleagues 
led by 2014 team-captain Don Ford. 
The only down-side to all the FCIL 
activity was that it was absolutely im-
possible to attend everyone’s program! I 
guess that is a good problem to have, 
and I know that our Education Com-
mittee of Lucie Olejnikova and Dennis 

Sears (all-star! and past Chair), along with 
all of you, are working hard to make sure 
we have the same “problem” in Philadel-
phia in 2015.  
 
Fortunately, our many DipLawMatic 
Dialogues blog contributors covered 
almost all the programs and meetings. I 
surely benefitted from the many, thor-
ough, informative posts. Many thanks to 
our Publicity Committee for initiating the 
blog this year: Loren Turner and Neel 
Agrawal (Co-Chairs), and Susan Gaultier. 
Muchas gracias to the Publicity Committee 
for also organizing the lovely and in-
formative FCIL table in the Exhibit hall, 
and to everyone who took time out of 
their busy schedules to staff the table, 
including Don Ford, Marci Hoffman, 
Neel Agrawal, Loren Turner, Lucie 
Olejnikova, Heidi Frostestad Kuehl, 
Wanita Scroggs, Dan Donahue, and Amy 
Flick. What a team effort! 
 
¡Hala Team FCIL! 

Don Ford for Roy Sturgeon 
 

BUDGET 
As of May 31, 2014, the FCIL-SIS 
budget had a balance of $21,180.10, 
the endowed corpus balance 
(restricted fund) of the FCIL-SIS 
Schaffer Grant was $46,000, and the 
excess balance was $19,538. The 
membership was thanked for its 
continued support and donations to 
this important legacy of international 
exchange. Everyone was encouraged 
to keep up this level of support as 

we collectively move toward making 
the FCIL-SIS Schaffer Grant for For-
eign Law Librarians self-sustainable. 
 

2014 ELECTION 
The 2014 election was held online 
from April 15 through April 29. A 
total of 120 votes were cast. Lucie 
Olejnikova of Pace University School 
of Law Library was elected 2014-15 
Vice Chair/Chair-Elect. Congratula-
tions, Lucie! 
 

http://www.aallnet.org/sections/fcil/cmtesgroups/Latin-American-Law/Docs-Vault/Mexican-Law-and-Legal-Research.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/sections/fcil/grants-awards/FCIL-Schaffer-Grant
http://www.aallnet.org/sections/fcil/grants-awards/FCIL-Schaffer-Grant
http://www.aallnet.org/sections/fcil/grants-awards/FCIL-Schaffer-Grant-Fundraising
http://www.aallnet.org/sections/fcil/grants-awards/FCIL-Schaffer-Grant/Docs-Vault/donors.html
http://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2014/07/18/carlig-holds-inaugural-meeting-in-san-antonio/
http://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2014/07/18/carlig-holds-inaugural-meeting-in-san-antonio/
http://fcilsis.wordpress.com/
http://fcilsis.wordpress.com/
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Lopez, paneled the FCIL-SIS program 
on Mexican Law.  
 
Jim Hart is Associate Senior Reference 
Librarian at the University of Cincinnati 
Law Library. In 2012 Jim organized a 
well-received long program on Human 
Rights law at our Boston Annual Meet-
ing. At the 2014 Annual Meeting, Jim 
spoke on the translation panel, hosted a 
table at Neel Agrawal’s Global Legal 
Resource Fair, and served as a speaker at 
the Roman Law coffee session. In addi-
tion, he serves on the FCIL-SIS Nomi-
nations, Strategic Planning, and FCIL-
SIS Schaffer Grant Fundraising Commit-
tees. 
 
Ryan Harrington is the Head of Refer-
ence and Specialist in Foreign and Inter-
national Law at Yale Law Library. He is 
the corresponding editor of the Ameri-
can Society of International Law’s 
(ASIL) International Legal Materials and is 
the editor of the Yale Law Library web-
site Collected Travaux Préparatoires.  In ad-
dition, he was the Chair of the 2014 Se-
lection Committee for the FCIL-SIS 
Schaffer Grant for Foreign Law Librari-
ans and has had a long association with 
the Grant’s work.  
 
Carmen Valero is the Manager of Library 
Services for the San Diego offices of 
McKenna, Long & Aldridge LLP, which 
has offices in the US, Asia, and Europe. 
In addition to being a member of the 
Private Law Libraries SIS, Carmen is a 
long time member of the FCIL-SIS: for 

22 years, since 1992, Carmen has been 
serving as the copy editor of our excel-
lent FCIL-SIS Newsletter. Carmen’s con-
tribution really shows us the Spirit of 
the FCIL-SIS!    
 
Carmen Valero and 2008 Spirit of the 
FCIL-SIS winner David McFadden 
were also presented with special gifts to 
recognize their many years of service. 
In David’s case, he gave us seventeen 
years of dedicated service as Chair of 
our Internships & Exchanges Commit-
tee. Thank you, Carmen and David! 
 
The FCIL-SIS’s Reynolds and Flores 
Publication Award is named after the 
indomitable Thomas H. Reynolds and 
Arturo A. Flores, the authors of the 
Foreign Law Guide: Current Sources of Codes 
and Basic Legislation in Jurisdictions of the 
World, better known as “Reynolds and 
Flores” to the many grateful FCIL li-
brarians who habitually use the Foreign 
Law Guide. The Reynolds and Flores 
Award is given to an FCIL-SIS member 
or members who have greatly contrib-
uted to the professional development 
of their AALL colleagues during any 
given year. The winning “publications” 
may be print, digital, or electronic initia-
tives. The 2014 winners of the Reyn-
olds and Flores Publication Award were 
Wei Luo, Marci Hoffman, and Mary 
Rumsey. 
 
All three of our Reynolds and Flores 
winners were recognized for print pub-
lications, but interestingly, they all have 

web publications to their credit as well.  
Wei Luo is Associate Law Librarian and 
Director of Technical Services at Wash-
ington University Law Library in St. Lou-
is. Wei Luo was recognized for his re-
cently published work The Amended and 
Annotated Criminal Code of the People’s Re-
public of China with Official Interpretations, 
published by William S. Hein & Co., and 
now in its 2nd edition. To date, Wei Luo 
has authored or co-authored seven vol-
umes in Hein’s Chinese Law Series. 
Moreover, he has a web publication to 
his credit, the Internet Chinese Legal Re-
search Center, which is a clearinghouse of 
web resources for English and Chinese 
language legal materials from the PRC, 
Hong Kong, and Taiwan.  
 
Marci Hoffman and Mary Rumsey were 
recognized for their publication Interna-
tional and Foreign Legal Research: A Course-
book, now in its 2nd edition. Marci Hoff-
man is the Associate Director and Inter-
national & Foreign Law Librarian at the 
University of California, Berkeley School 
of Law Library. Marci has long been in-
volved in various capacities with the 
committee on the Index to Foreign Legal 
Periodicals and is currently the successor 
editor to Thomas Reynolds and Arturo 
Flores for the Foreign Law Guide.  
 
Mary Rumsey is Reference & Instruc-
tional Services Librarian at Willamette 
University College of Law, and was for-

Continued on page 5 
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sociation of Law Libraries (IALL); the 
American Association of Law Schools 
(AALS), and the Chicago Area Associa-
tion of Law Libraries (CALL).  
 
Lyo’s professional activities all coalesce 
around the concept of service. Lyo is 
well-known in the FCIL-SIS for having 
served as its Chair, and has been Chair 
of AALL’s Computing Services SIS and 
Chair of the Advisory Committee on 
the Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals (2003
-2004). In 2011, Lyo was a co-presenter 
of the well-received pre-conference 
workshop on the European Union.    
 
Lyo is a co-founder of the indispensa-
ble listserv Int-Law, where she fre-
quently posts. Lyo also actively posts to 
the FCIL-SIS website, including her 
FCIL legal research “Jumpstart” guide. 
And recently, she was a co-author of 
the 2013 publication International Law 
Legal Research, published by Carolina 
Academic Press.  
 
Over the years, when I tell other law 
librarians what I do, they always ex-
claim, “Surely you must know Lyo!”  
That is high praise indeed! 
 
Alison Shea is Adjunct Professor of 
Law and Librarian at the Fordham Uni-
versity Law Library in Manhattan. In 
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merly the Foreign, Comparative, and 
International Law Librarian at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Law Library. Mary 
has many scholarly publications to her 
credit and writes a popular column in 
our FCIL-SIS Newsletter.  
 
Both Mary and Marci were founding 
members of ASIL’s Electronic Information 
System for International Law, now also 
known as EISIL, which served as the 
cornerstone for the formation of ASIL’s 
International Legal Research Interest 
Group (ILRIG).   
 
The Daniel L. Wade Outstanding Ser-
vice Award honors FCIL-SIS members 
who have made outstanding contribu-
tions to both the SIS and to FCIL librar-
ianship in general. The award is named 
after its first winner, Daniel L. Wade, the 
dean of American FCIL librarians. The 
winners of the 2014 Daniel L. Wade 
Outstanding Service Award were Ly-
onette Louis-Jacques and Alison Shea.  
 
Lyonette Louis-Jacques is Foreign and 
International Law Librarian and Lecturer 
in Law at the University of Chicago’s 
D’Angelo Law Library. Lyo is a longtime 
mentor, friend, and active member of 
the following communities: FCIL-SIS; 
AALL, the American Society of Interna-
tional Law (ASIL), the International As-
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addition to AALL, Alison actively partici-
pates in ASIL, the British and Irish Asso-
ciation of Law Librarians (BIALL), the 
European Information Association, and 
IALL.  
 
Along with Lyo, Alison was an organizer 
and presenter of the EU pre-conference 
workshop in Philadelphia. As Chair of 
the FCIL-SIS Website Committee, Ali-
son has made our website an outstanding 
resource. She has organized and updated 
the FCIL course materials section, which 
is a frequently-used resource among 
those of us who teach. In the Fall of 
2012, Alison served as the FCIL-SIS liai-
son with the AALL Annual Meeting Pro-
gram Committee, and did a superb job 
with FCIL-related programming last year 
in Seattle.  
 
At the San Antonio Annual Meeting we 
recognized the outstanding work and 
contributions of many people, and all of 
us know other FCIL colleagues who also 
generously contribute to our profession. 
As you see on our website, it’s not unu-
sual for the FCIL-SIS to have multiple 
winners of awards, because we have so 
many talented and dedicated members.  
 
In fact, FCIL librarianship is so challeng-
ing that it tends to draw award-winning 
types of people. Teresa Miguel-Stearns, 
2014-2015 FCIL-SIS Chair, has charac-
terized FCIL librarianship as multifacet-
ed, “with law firm, academic, and even 
court law librarians tackling foreign and 
international research issues, and teach-
ing foreign and international legal re-
search, on a daily basis, formally and in-
formally. We know; we get those ques-
tions from our students and colleagues 
nationwide who lack the appropriate 
training and, thus, rely on us to provide 
the answers or at least point them in the 
right direction.”   
 
Teresa’s encomium to FCIL librarians is 
a fitting call to order and rallying cry for 
all of us to continue our peerless service 
to our patrons and our colleagues!  

 

2014 FCIL-SIS Award Winners, L-R: Lyonette Louis-Jacques, 
Alison Shea (Daniel L. Wade Outstanding Service Award)  



IFLA’s 80th annual conference, with 
delegates joining together to share 
knowledge and to discuss issues affecting 
libraries and information. The dozen or 
so AALL members at the conference 
this year were part of more than 300 
attendees from the United States. The 
impressive Lyon Convention Center, 
designed by world-renowned architect 
Renzo Piano, was the venue for this 
year’s conference. 
 
One headline event at the 2014 confer-
ence was the launch of the Lyon Declara-
tion on Access to Information and Development. 
The declaration calls upon the members 
of the United Nations to make an inter-
national commitment to ensure that eve-
ryone has access to (and is able to under-
stand, use, and share) the information 
that is necessary to promote sustainable 
development and democratic societies. 
The declaration emphasizes the im-
portance of access to information, sup-
ported by the availability of information 
and communications technologies 
(ICTs), to empower people and improve 
their lives. So far over 275 institutions 
and associations within and beyond the 
library sector have shown their support 
by signing the declaration. A request for 
AALL to sign the declaration is being 
submitted as an agenda item for the No-
vember 2014 AALL Executive Board 
meeting.  
 
While benefiting from the confluence of 
so many fellow librarians from around 
the globe, attendees at an IFLA confer-
ence tend to seek out and become in-
volved with a smaller sub-group of col-
leagues. For most AALL attendees that 
sub-group is the IFLA Law Libraries 
Section. The Section is led by its Stand-
ing Committee (SC), which meets twice 
during each year’s conference. The cur-
rent Chair is Claire Germain. Another 
member is Donna Scheeder, Deputy 
Chief Information Officer for the Con-
gressional Research Service, who is now 

Sally Holterhoff & Marisol Florén  
 
Confluence is a word with added mean-
ing for the nearly 4,000 delegates who 
came from around the world to Lyon, 
France in August to attend the 2014 con-
ference of the International Federation 
of Library Associations (IFLA). The city 

of Lyon has been shaped and defined 
by its location at the confluence of the 
Saône and Rhône rivers. The word 
“confluence,” beyond its geographical 
meaning, is also defined as a union, a 
joining, or a coming together. The 
theme of Libraries, Citizens, Societies: Con-
fluence for Knowledge set the tone for 

Report on IFLA 2014 in Lyon, France 
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Lyon Convention Center, with Marisol Florén and Sally Holterhoff in foreground. 
(Photo credit: Adam Holterhoff) 
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Union – One Year On. She is currently the 
European Union Commissioner for Jus-
tice, Citizenship, and Fundamental 
Rights, having recently assumed that po-
sition. She previously was Director Gen-
eral of the Office for Official Publica-
tions of the European Union. She ex-
plained the progression of the Official 
Journal to digital format and some of the 
technical and organizational issues along 
the way, including the challenge of trans-
lating all content into the 24 official lan-
guages of the EU. The technological 
infrastructure for the e-Official Journal 
includes public key infrastructure and 
signature and verification platforms, as 
well as a fall back procedure, in case the 
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Report on IFLA 2014 in Lyon, France, cont. from page 6 

the IFLA President-Elect for 2013-15 
and will serve as President for 2015-17. 
Observers are welcome at the Standing 
Committee meetings, and one observer 
this year was Anne Burnett, AALL’s new 
Representative to IFLA for 2014-17.  
 
Discussed by the Standing Committee 
this year were plans for next year’s IFLA 
conference, which will be held in Cape 
Town, South Africa. Following the 
theme for that conference, Dynamic Li-
braries: Access, Development, and Transfor-
mation, the Law Libraries Section will 
propose two programs, one about law 
libraries in various countries of Africa 
and another focused on the continuing 
value of law libraries. Looking even far-
ther ahead, it has been announced that 
the 2016 IFLA conference will be held in 
Columbus, Ohio. This location will pro-
vide a special opportunity for US law 
librarians to attend and be involved.  
 

LAW LIBRARIES SECTION 2014  
PROGRAMS  
Usually IFLA sections sponsor one main 
program during the conference. Howev-
er, this year the Law Libraries Section 
sponsored two programs, both of which 
featured valuable presentations and were 
well-attended.  

 
How Safe is the Law? Authentication 
of Official Gazettes: A Worldwide 
Report, With Particular Attention to 
the Technical and Practical Aspects  
 
Note: This program was organized by 
the two of us (Marisol and Sally). Speak-
ers were identified by a Call for Papers 
and through personal contacts. Sally 
served as Moderator. 
 
This two-hour program was sponsored 
with three other IFLA sections. In her 
introduction, Sally provided background 
on the issues and the concerns that arise 
when primary legal sources are produced 
exclusively in electronic format and des-
ignated as official versions, without tech-
nology-based protection or measures for 

long-term preservation. This provided 
the context for the presentations of the 
three speakers on the panel, represent-
ing the European Union, France, and 
the United States. All of them had well-
designed PowerPoint slides to illustrate 
their presentations. A planned fourth 
speaker, Patricia Reyes Olmedo, of the 
Universidad de Valparaiso, Chile, was 
unable to attend the conference. How-
ever, her paper, Legal Certainty for Legis-
lative Process, is available in Spanish in 
the IFLA Library. She presents the suc-
cessful experience of “Ley Chile”, the 
legal database of Chile’s Library of 
Congress. 
 
Martine Reicherts spoke about The Au-
thentic e-Official Journal of the European 

Standing Committee (SC) Members at Law Libraries section reception in Lyon (L 
to R): Margo Jeske (University of Ottawa, Canada), Marisol Florén (Florida 
International University), Pascal Sanz (Bibliothèque nationale de France), Donna 
Scheeder (Library of Congress & IFLA President-Elect), Edita Bačiċ (Faculty of 
Law, University of Split, Croatia & Secretary for the Section), Elizabeth Naumczyk 
(International Criminal Court), Sally Holterhoff (Valparaiso University Law School 
Library), Claire Germain (University of Florida & Section Chair) Sonia Poulin 
(Alberta Law Libraries, Edmonton, Canada, & Information Coordinator for the 
Section), Radu Popa (New York University), Robert Newlen (Law Library of 
Congress). (Photo credit: Adam Holterhoff) 
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technology fails.  
 
Didier François spoke about Authentica-
tion of the French Digital Journal Officiel. He 
is Deputy Director of the Directorate of 
Legal and Administrative Information 
(DILA), the Prime Minister Department, 
in Paris. He explained that the authenti-
cation is done using an electronic signa-
ture based on key management infra-
structure (IGC). Both the print and the 
electronic versions of the Journal Officiel 
have legal value and are released daily. 
Since June 2 of this year, the electronic 
version is open access. Actually, there are 
two websites: Legifrance and the Journal 
Officiel. Legifrance is for information 
purposes only and is not an official web-
site. However, the two portals are linked. 
 
Charley Barth spoke about Authentication 
of the Federal Register. He is the Director of 
the Office of the Federal Register, Na-
tional Archives & Records Administra-
tion, Washington, DC. He explained that 
the Office of the Federal Register has a 
partnership with the Government Print-
ing Office (GPO), which authenticates 
the Federal Register in digital format. GPO 
uses digital signatures on PDF files and 
cryptographic hash values on metadata, 
as well as serving as a Trusted Digital 
Repository through its FDsys archive 
and demonstrating chain of custody. He 
provided illustrations and examples of 
each of these measures. He also ad-
dressed the pros and cons of using digital 
signatures. He commented on the chal-
lenges of preserving the Federal Register in 
electronic format in contrast to print and 
microfiche format.  
 
Access to Law at the Digital Cross 
Roads: Innovative Solutions to Com-
plex Challenges 
 
In this session, organized by Pascal Sanz, 
Karine Delvert, and Valerie Alonso, 
speakers examined challenges to the pro-
vision of access to law in various settings 
around the world and solutions being 
employed to address those challenges. 
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Speakers for this session had been iden-
tified by a Call for Papers. Most of their 
submitted papers can be accessed via 
the link above. Pascal Sanz served as 
Moderator. The session was co-
sponsored with the Information Tech-
nology Section, the Library and Re-
search Services for Parliaments Section, 
and the Committee on Freedom of 
Access to Information and Freedom of 
Expression (FAIFE).  
 
Liesbeth Kanis of Brill Publishing in 
the Netherlands spoke on Global Online 
Access to Law (GOAL) to Further Sustain-
able Development. She explained that 
GOAL is an initiative being developed 
to provide affordable online access to 
legal resources for academic, govern-
ment, and nonprofit institutions in de-
veloping countries.  
 
Donald Lickley, from a British employ-
ment agency specializing in the infor-
mation sector, spoke about Outsourcing – 
Opportunity or Threat? New Management 
Models and Future Challenges for Legal In-
formation Services, in UK Law Firm Librar-
ies.  He analyzed the impact that the 
enactment of the Legal Services Act 
2007 (which allows non-lawyers to in-
vest in law firms and to provide legal 
services as alternative business struc-
tures) is having on outsourcing of legal 
information services in the United 
Kingdom.  
 
Ni Ni Aye and Moira Fraser from My-
anmar spoke about the building of a 
digital repository for the Parliament of 
Myanmar: Fast Forward to the Future: 
building a digital repository for the Myanmar 
Parliament to store, organize and make acces-
sible parliament’s documents for the use of 
Members of Parliament, parliamentary Staff 
and Myanmar citizens.  
 
Ravinder Kumar Chadha (Joint Secre-
tary, Parliament of India), Priya Rai and 
Akash Akash (librarians from National 
Law University, New Delhi) gave a 
presentation titled Transformational Role 

of Law Libraries in Access to Justice in India: 
Time to Act Locally and Think Globally. 
They discussed how the development of 
the Free Access Movement in India is 
facilitating open access to government 
information and the role that law librar-
ies are playing in providing understand-
ing of these e-resources through out-
reach programs.  
 
Aline Girard (from the French National 
Library) and Alexandra Gottely (from 
Bibliotèque Cujas, Paris) spoke about 
French Heritage Law Collections in the Digital 
Age: Cooperation for Access. They described 
the collaborative digitization of French 
heritage legal collections. The national 
digitization program focused on four 
main sources: legislative, jurisprudence, 
doctrinal sources, and customary sources, 
with an additional section for crime, pun-
ishment, and prison resources. Although 
it is still a work in progress there are 21 
partner libraries cooperating all over the 
country. The National Library of France 
has digitized over 15,500 books and 270 
periodicals. There are 8.2 million pages in 
Les Essentiels du droit that are accessible 
through Gallica (online catalog of the 
National Library of France).  
  
Francisco Adolfo Cifuentes-Silva of the 
Library of Congress of Chile spoke on 
the topic Service-Oriented Architecture for 
Automatic Markup of Documents: A Use 
Case for Legal Documents. He described the 
designing of a service-oriented architec-
ture for automatic mark-up of docu-
ments in the Chilean Congress. 
 

EXHIBITION HALL AND POSTER  
SESSION 

As usual, the Exhibition Hall had its 
grand opening at the end of the first day 
of the conference, with a large crowd 
browsing the exhibits and enjoying re-
freshments. Over 100 vendors and li-
brary-related organizations from around 
the world were there to display their 
products and services. Some were famil-

Continued on page 9 
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iar (such as EBSCO, Gale Cengage 
Learning, Innovative, OCLC, and 
ProQuest); others were companies that 
do business primarily in Europe or else-
where in the world.  
 
On display outside the Exhibition Hall 
were some 200 posters, which on two 
days were the focus of two-hour periods 
of poster session presentations. A poster 
titled Keeping the Law Safe: Librarians Ad-
vocating for Digital Authentication in the Unit-
ed States had been designed by Sally and 
printed on fabric. She used the poster (in 
the required 3 ft. by 7 ft. vertical format) 
to illustrate and explain the advocacy 
efforts of US law librarians—first to 
bring attention to the need for authenti-
cation and preservation of official ver-
sions of primary legal sources in digital 
format, then to support the creation of a 
uniform law on this topic by the Uni-
form Law Commission, followed by 
efforts to get legislation introduced in 
various states to enact the Uniform 
Electronic Legal Material Act (UELMA). 
Those who stopped to look at the poster 
asked about the issue of authentication 
but also about the advocacy role in 
which US law librarians are engaged, 
with support from our national associa-
tion.  
 

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS OF THE  
CONFERENCE 
The US Caucus meeting took place on 
the first evening (Saturday). One item of 
discussion was the selection of Colum-
bus, Ohio, for the location of the 2016 
IFLA conference and the possibilities 
for satellite conferences that year. The 
caucus meeting was followed by a lively 
reception in the convention center.  
 
At the opening session on Sunday morn-
ing, delegates were greeted by dignitaries 
including the Mayor of Lyon, Gérard 
Collomb, and the President of the Na-
tional Library of France, Bruno Racine. 
IFLA President Sinikka Sipilä of Finland 
made welcoming remarks. The keynote 
speaker was Bernard Stiegler, a French 

philosopher, who encouraged the 
crowd of thousands of librarians with 
his view that libraries will never die. He 
noted that, although digitization and 
proliferation of e-books have caused 
some to predict their demise, libraries 
are more important than ever. The 
opening event ended with a display of 
French culture: several short examples 
of late 19th century filmmaking by the 
Lumière Brothers of Lyon (who are 
credited with being the first filmmakers 
in history) and a performance by the 
breakdancing group “Pockemon 
Crew.” 

 
A Sunday program on Producing IFLA 
Standards was of particular interest to 
some members of the Law Libraries 
Section. IFLA is the major forum to 
influence information policy at the in-
ternational level. It publishes a wide 
selection of standards, written and 

compiled by the IFLA professional units 
and covering a varied range of library 
activities and services. The Standing 
Committee is considering the possibility 
of proposing a set of IFLA standards 
regarding authentication of primary legal 
materials in digital format. Many coun-
tries of the world have not yet authenti-
cated the online/digital versions of their 
official laws, regulations, court decisions, 
and other legal materials. It seems possi-
ble that a set of IFLA standards could be 
developed to encourage governments 
around the world to publish their laws 
online in an authenticated digital format. 
Attendees at the session learned that the 
Committee on Standards has produced a 
manual to help guide the production of 
these documents, covering the steps 
needed to produce an IFLA standard—
starting with building a base of best prac-

Speakers for How Safe is the Law program (L to R): Charley Barth (Director, 
Office of the Federal Register, US) Didier François (Deputy Director, Directorate 
of Legal and Administrative Information, France), Martine Reicherts (European 
Union Commissioner for Justice, Fundamental Rights, and Citizenship), Sally 
Holterhoff (Valparaiso University Law School Library). (Photo credit: Sonia 
Poulin)  
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Sources of EU Administrative Law, Temporary Citation 
Practice of Cases After the Death of Print ECR, and More!  

Lucie Olejnikova 
 
At the 2014 AALL in San Antonio, Tex-
as, the European Law IG (ELIG) met as 
part of the 7 a.m. subject groups meet-
ing. After introducing ELIG’s newly 
created webpage, the attendees heard a 
presentation by John Nann, Associate 
Librarian for Reference & Instructional 
Services at Yale Law Library, about Eu-
ropean administrative law research.  The 
group then moved on to discuss tempo-
rary citation practice of cases before the 
European Court of Justice and the Gen-
eral Court since ECR ceased its print 
publication. Lastly, the group discussed 
its ongoing project intended to map the 
holdings of Eastern European and for-
mer Soviet bloc countries’ materials in 
US law libraries. It was a great meeting 
with lively discussion. Special thanks go 
to John Nann for joining us and deliver-
ing a fantastic overview of researching 
EU administrative law and to Dan Wade 
for suggesting this idea! 
 

EU ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 
John Nann explained that although con-
stitutional law has been the topic that 
seems to have drawn the most interest 
from researchers using the Yale Law 
Library, as well as many authors and 
publishers, a few recent events have 
highlighted for him the central role of 
European administrative law. First, many 
of the recent theoretical projects that he 
has encountered have centered on ad-
ministrative law. Then, just before 
AALL, he saw reference to a forthcom-
ing article in German Law Review by Peter 
Lindseth, titled Equilibrium, Demoi-
Cracy, and Delegation in the Crisis of 
European Integration.  
 
John recommends that after checking 
your library catalog, one of the best plac-

es to begin research in EU administra-
tive law is the EU online bookshop. 
The EU bookshop offers, at no charge, 
access to large quantity of down-
loadable PDFs, including important 
reports on aspects of administrative 
law, along with basic teaching tools and 
flow charts useful in research instruc-
tion.  
 
While the bookshop may return valua-
ble material, the most important place 
to visit when researching EU law is the 
recently redesigned EUR-LEX. Eur-
Lex provides PDF versions of a majori-
ty of EU law online at no charge in all 
24 official languages. John explained 
that in addition to the treaties, legisla-
tion (legislative history and tracking 
through Pre-lex), and case law, re-
searchers in administrative law are of-
ten very interested in examining the 
implementation of European law in the 
Member States. For that purpose, Eur-
lex provides two databases: the national 
case law database and the national im-
plementation measures database.  
 
John continued explaining that librari-
ans find it easier to conduct research if 
there is some structure to the data and 
if the researcher knows that structure. 
There are several structural tools availa-
ble within Eur-Lex. The first is Eu-
roVoc, the EU’s thesaurus available in 
all 24 EU official languages. The Eu-
roVoc controlled vocabulary is attached 
to most of the materials available 
through the EU’s websites. One can 
search or browse the thesaurus and 
then search through all the treaty sec-
tions, legislation, cases, and parliamen-
tary materials assigned to the label se-
lected.  
 
In addition to EuroVoc, Eur-Lex pro-
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vides topically arranged directories of law 
covering legislation, preparatory acts, 
consolidated acts, European case law, 
and international agreements. Aside from 
the case law directory, the directories are 
divided into the same top 20 general top-
ics and are further subdivided. The case 
law directory is slightly more complicat-
ed. Through 2009, the directory, at the 
top level, was divided into nine main 
categories based mainly on the structure 
of the Union. Beginning in 2010 a differ-
ent system has been implemented – still 
with nine top-level divisions, but now 
they are topical. A user can browse or 
search the directories or, when a re-
searcher has identified a relevant docu-
ment, click on the “all” information tab 
to expand research by finding subject 
terms and the linked directory structure. 
 
In order to avoid turning off referendum 
voters, the EU has made their law more 
transparent than most other govern-
ments. Researchers can reap the benefit 
of this by taking advantage of the free 
information provided, as well as the en-
hancements that have been added to the 
data to make it easier to find.  
 
John’s presentation concluded with a 
short discussion about some additional 
sources such as JUSTICE (includes some 
EU law but not law reports) and 
CELEX, both including some in-depth 
information not available elsewhere. 
Westlaw and Lexis include few EU mate-
rials, but it should not be the priority 
stop on a research trail, especially since 
Westlaw sometimes publishes online (or 
print) materials in draft phase as final, 
and as such is unreliable.  
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Schaffer Grant Stories 
 

Do you have a story about how 

you or your library have directly 

benefited from working with  a 
Schaffer Grant winner?  

 

Please send your notes to either 

Lucie Olejnikova or Teresa Mi-
guel-Sterns for the next issue. 

Roman Law IG Report 

Lucia Diamond 
 
The Roman Law Interest Group hosted 
an official Coffee Talk at the July meet-
ing entitled "Beyond Your Boundaries: 
What Ancient Legal Systems Can Tell Us 
About Working Globally," and I can 
report that our table filled even before 
the official start time. There is a continu-
ing fascination with ancient Rome, origi-
nally a small community that reached 
way beyond its boundaries to conquer 
and govern a vast expanse of land and 
bring roads, aqueducts, language, and 
laws that also reached beyond the 
boundaries of time to influence us today. 
At the table we enjoyed a collegial discus-
sion on a range of topics. Jim Hart, Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, led us in a discus-
sion of translation issues, highlighting 
that any translation leaves behind a resi-
due of the original or accretes new mean-
ing because of the differences in underly-
ing cultures and legal systems. Jolande 
Goldberg, Library of Congress, talked 
about their difficulties with translations 
when creating the classification schedules 

for foreign and religious law, and their 
decision to use local terms such as 
"fiqh" and bilingual entries. Jolande also 
led us in discussions of the flow of Jus-
tinian's empire into the Mediterranean, 
the overlap of theology and Roman law, 
and the development of canon law, civil 
law, and modern world law. Elizabeth 
Hilkin, University of Texas, Austin, led 
a discussion of crime and punishment 
and the changing ideas of just punish-
ment in response to changing rights of 
citizenship. Lucia Diamond, University 
of California, Berkeley, talked about a 
manuscript of the Digest of Justinian, 
whose central text shows evidence of 
11th century interlinear glosses, but 
whose margins were cut away and re-
placed by new margins with a variety of 
line drawings and marginal glosses da-
ting to the 14th century. This is a quin-
tessential boundary-crossing manu-
script, showing its origins in Bologna, 
Italy, travels to France, to London and 
to California, where it continues to be a 
useful working legal text, but with no 
further marginalia allowed.  

During the year, the Roman Law Interest 
Group also added its description to the 
FCIL website, and set up the Roman 
Law Interest Group community in the 
My Communities section of the AALL 
website.  
 
Lucia Diamond will be retiring from the 
University of California, Berkeley, at the 
end of October to travel extensively with 
her husband (immediate plans include 
Hawaii, Cambridge, England, and Lei-
den, the Netherlands). She and Dan 
Wade formed this group in 2008, and 
Lucia has served as chair ever since. She 
will be happy to provide advice to any-
one who wishes to grab the torch and 
carry on with the group.  

Sources of EU Administrative Law, cont. from page 10 

CITING ECR DECISIONS 
Next, attendees discussed the announce-
ment to cease print publication of ECR 
(Reports of Cases before the Court of 
Justice and the General Court) and the 
suggested instructions on how to cite 
case law that is now published online 
only, as described in Alison Shea’s blog 
post. The guidelines provided online dif-
fer from the Bluebook requirements and 
there remains a question about how to 
consistently cite and how to advise stu-
dents on citing these decisions, at least 
until a new edition of the Bluebook is pub-

lished.  
 
The attendees took a few minutes to 
brainstorm about possible European 
law related programming for 2015, in-
cluding the possibility of organizing a 
program on or about Ukraine (history, 
present, future) and a program on EU 
law.  
 

EASTERN EUROPEAN AND FORMER 
SOVIET BLOC COUNTRIES’ MATERIALS 
IN US LAW LIBRARIES PROJECT 
Lastly, the attendees discussed the 

group’s ongoing project to map the hold-
ings of Eastern European and former 
Soviet bloc countries’ materials in US law 
libraries. Many law libraries have joined 
this project and we are grateful for their 
contribution. Anyone interested in get-
ting involved, please contact Lucie 
Olejnikova or Gabriela Femenia. We are 
looking for volunteers who’d be willing 
to share what materials (if any) from the 
identified geographical regions 
(regardless of time period or language) 
are available in US law libraries.  

mailto:lolejnikova@law.pace.edu
mailto:teresa.miguel@yale.edu
mailto:teresa.miguel@yale.edu
http://www.aallnet.org/sections/fcil/cmtesgroups
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http://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2014/07/07/changes-in-ecj-case-publishing-and-citation-methods/
mailto:lolejnikova@law.pace.edu
mailto:lolejnikova@law.pace.edu
mailto:gfemenia@law.upenn.edu
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Schaffer Grant Fundraising and Selection Comm. Reports 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 
Lucie Olejnikova 
 
The FCIL Schaffer Grant Fundraising 
Committee met on Tuesday, July 15th, 
2014 at 7:15 a.m. in San Antonio, Texas 
as part of the joint FCIL Schaffer Grant 
Fundraising and Selection Committees 
meeting. Gabriela Femenia, Sherry Ley-
sen, Ellen Schaffer, Teresa Miguel-
Stearns, Lucie Olejnikova, and Jim Hart 
were in attendance. First, Lucie Olejniko-
va reported on the efforts of the Fund-
raising Committee, and Sherry Leysen 
followed with a report on the efforts by 
the Selection Committee.  
 
As of May 31, 2014 (according to the 
spreadsheet provided by AALL), the 
FCIL Schaffer Grant had a balance of 
$65,538, with $46,000 in the restricted 
account and $19,538 in the excess ac-
count. There were 28 donations in 2013 
totaling $3,005. The Fundraising Com-
mittee would like to take this opportuni-
ty to thank everyone who contributed to 
the fund, because without your help this 
incredible opportunity of international 
exchange would not be possible!  
 
Further, Lucie Olejnikova stepped down 
as the Chair of the committee and had 
the pleasure to introduce the new Chair 
of the FCIL Schaffer Grant Fundraising 
Committee, Sarah Ryan of Yale Law 
School. Lucie also had the pleasure to 
introduce a new member of the commit-
tee, Jim Hart, who will make an excellent 
addition to the team comprising of Sarah 
Ryan and Jennifer Allison. Lucie finished 
writing the Committee’s Online Hand-
book, completing one of the Commit-
tee’s 2013-2014 goals. The Committee 
identified some of its goals for the up-
coming year, including: 

 Cooperating with AALL to develop 
a donation process that would allow 
non-AALL members to donate 

online;  

 Exploring the possibility of non-
monetary donations; and 

 Exploring alternative sources of 
financial support.  

 
The Committee plans to meet in the 
Fall of 2014 to articulate its plan.  
 
SELECTION COMMITTEE 
Sherry Leysen 
 
This year Kristina Alayan, Gabriela 
Femenia, Ryan Harrington, and I were 
privileged to serve on the 2013-2014 
Selection Committee. It is an honor for 
us to serve on this committee and to 
have the opportunity to learn about the 
work of our colleagues around the 
world. 
 
The Selection Committee was happy to 
receive 35 applications from places 
such as the Bahamas, Brazil, Ghana, 
Jamaica, India, Kazakhstan, Nigeria, 
Poland, South Africa, Spain, the United 
Kingdom, and Zimbabwe. Law firm, 
academic, court, and national institution 
librarians were among the applicants. 
Whether new to the profession or more 
experienced, the candidates were con-
sistent in their desire to participate in 
the exchange of information, to share 
knowledge, and to bring ideas back to 
their colleagues and respective institu-
tions. 
 
We were delighted to welcome the 2014 
Schaffer Grant for Foreign Law Librari-
ans recipient, Ms. Irene Kraft, to the 
Annual Meeting. Irene is the Associate 
Library Officer at the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) Library. In addi-
tion to her role at the ICC Library, her 
prior work as a library volunteer (in the 
United Kingdom and in Chile), cata-
loger, and reference librarian captured 
our attention. Prior to joining the ICC 

Library, Irene worked at the Chilean Li-
brary of Congress for five years where, 
along with her reference responsibilities, 
she was the administrator of the library’s 
online repository, and head of a 
knowledge management project. We also 
were inspired by her desire to share with 
our membership her knowledge of the 
ICC and the ICC Library, her ideas about 
the future of specialized legal libraries, 
and her interest in the library as both a 
service and a space. 
 
Poised and articulate, Irene’s talk on En-
visioning the World’s International Criminal 
Law Library at the International Criminal 
Court was engaging and very informative. 
In addition to learning about the inner 
working of the ICC Library, it was quite 
exciting to see and hear what is planned 
for the ICC and ICC Library as it pre-
pares to move to its permanent location 
in 2015 after more than ten years in a 
temporary space. 
 
In addition to her presentation, Irene 
fully participated in conference activities, 
from attending the George A. Strait Mi-
nority Scholarship Dinner, to the FCIL-
SIS Business Meeting and the Interna-
tional Attendees Joint Reception. In the 
true spirit of librarianship, Irene gra-
ciously extended an invitation to the 
membership to contact her with our ICC
-related reference and research questions. 
We are very fortunate to count Irene as a 
colleague!  
 
Having had success in the 2013-2014 
cycle with opening the application pro-
cess in October (several months earlier 
than in previous years), we will continue 
to do so. We also will continue to expand 
our publicity of the Grant opportunity. 
In addition to promoting it through a 
variety of online channels, during the 

Continued on page 13 



Irene Kraft: Schaffer Grant Recipient 

Irene Kraft 
 
Law Librarianship training opportuni-
ties continue to be scarce in many parts 
of the world, particularly in non-
English speaking countries where it is 
difficult for young professionals to spe-
cialize, learn from best-practices, and 
advance their careers. In this context 
the FCIL Schaffer Grant for Foreign 
Law Librarians is an excellent initiative 
that allows one foreign librarian to at-
tend the AALL Annual Meeting each 
year. 
 
I was very honoured to be this year’s 
recipient of the FCIL Schaffer Grant 
for Foreign Law Librarians. It was my 
first participation at AALL and my first 

major library Conference, so it is not 
surprising that I was very impressed with 
the level of organization, and the com-
mitment of all those involved to ensure 
the conference was a success.  
 
My conference week was an intense ex-
perience and a perfect mix of business 
and pleasure. After a somewhat tortuous 
transatlantic flight from Amsterdam, and 
a stressful transit in the Atlanta airport, I 
arrived in a very welcoming San Anto-
nio. This was only my second trip to the 
United States, and the first to Texas, so I 
had no idea what to expect. San Antonio 
was a pleasant surprise: small, friendly, 
and very much a tourist destination. Alt-
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2013-2014 cycle we were grateful for the 
help of Don Ford, Joan Sherer, and Jim 
Hart who assisted us with outreach to 
new channels, including contacts at US 
and foreign embassies. 
 
At the 2015 Annual Meeting we will wel-
come the fourteenth recipient of the 
FCIL Schaffer Grant for Foreign Law 
Librarians. We thank you for your gener-
ous donations and support, and most 
especially for always extending such a 
warm welcome to our recipients.  

Grant Reports, 
cont. from p. 12 

Lyonette Louis-Jacques and 2014 Schaffer Grant recipient Irene Kraft in Texas 

Continued on page 14 

Teaching FCIL 

Alison Shea 
 
The Teaching FCIL Committee ceded its 
allotted time at the 2014 AALL meeting 
for FCIL content programming. Over 
the past year the Teaching FCIL Com-
mittee was able to add three new course 
descriptions and content from three new 
contributors to the Syllabi and Course 
Materials database. There has been con-
tinued interest in both flipped/distance 
learning models in FCIL teaching 
and teaching LLMs. In 2014-15 the 
Committee looks forward to finding 
ways to support members who are en-
gaging in both of these areas, as well as 
continuing to provide support and inno-
vative new ideas to members who are 
teaching general FCIL courses/modules. 
As always, please consider donating some 
of your course materials. We are especial-
ly in need of sample exercises/
assignments. And to those who have 
already donated, please consider sending 
updated materials. 



hough I did battle with the 6-hour time 
difference and the jetlag the first few 
nights, I managed to fit in a visit to the 
Alamo and a walk along the Riverwalk 
before joining fellow first-time attendees 
for the CONELL welcome dinner. The 
CONELL pre-conference activities 
stretched on to the next day, and I very 
much enjoyed the exchange with other 
young law librarians. It gave me a good 
understanding of the nature of law librar-
ianship training in the United States, and 
the alternative career paths available. It 
was very interesting to be able to net-
work with so many fellow colleagues and 
understand the challenges their different 
libraries face, including court libraries. 
While a lot of the information presented 
was not necessarily applicable to my own 
professional context abroad, it was useful 
to get a better understanding of what 
AALL is and how members contribute to 
or benefit from being part of the associa-
tion. I was also privileged to have a very 
interesting chat during CONELL with 
both Immediate Past President Steven P. 
Anderson and Treasurer Gail Warren, 
who gave me their impressions on the 
current conference and how the law li-
brary profession has developed over 
time.  
 
After CONELL the “real” conference 
started, and with it the Foreign, Compar-
ative & International Law Special Interest 
Section schedule of events. Without a 
doubt these were the most relevant and 
rewarding activities of the Conference 
for me. I was very happy to be able to 
take part, not just by listening to current 
projects and issues being debated, but 
also by sharing my own experiences, as I 
did, for example, at the Latin American 
Interest Group and the Foreign Law Se-
lectors meetings. I feel I have a much 
clearer picture now of current trends and 
activities in the FCIL world and how my 
own institution can benefit from collabo-

Irene Kraft, Schaffer Grant Recipient, cont. from page 13 

rating with other libraries in this field.  
 
Apart from enjoying their program ac-
tivities, I was very touched by the way 
all FCIL-SIS members went out of their 
way to make me feel welcome, and to 
ensure I got the most out of the confer-
ence. I think I did not have a coffee, 
lunch, or dinner on my own on any of 
the days! I very much appreciate their 
genuine interest in my own professional 
context and their generosity in sharing 
their experiences. This was particularly 
the case after giving my presentation, 
ambitiously entitled “Envisioning the 
World’s International Criminal Law 
Library at the International Criminal 
Court (ICC)”, where I outlined the IC-
C’s new library project. Although this 
project is still in a planning stage, hav-
ing the opportunity to share our li-
brary’s vision with an expert audience, 
gave me priceless feedback on how to 
tackle the challenges ahead, and recon-
firmed my conviction that the ICC Li-
brary can provide a valuable service to 
the FCIL community as a whole by 
disseminating and facilitating access to 
international criminal law materials. I 
hope the presentation was also in-
formative for the numerous listeners in 
the room and that it gave them a clearer 
idea of what the ICC and its library do 
and what services we can offer. 
 
With the presentation over, it was time 
to relax and enjoy! I tried to attend as 
many and varied sessions as possible, 
including those that would be of inter-
est to specific colleagues back home, 
such as leadership, classification, and 
archives. I also had the chance to join 
the St. Mary’s Law Library tour, where 
I picked up some practical architectural 
and design ideas for our new premises, 
such as having a dedicated space to 
display staff members’ (for example: 
judges’) publications.  

The week came to a fascinating finish 
with a two-day stopover in Austin and 
the University of Texas School of Law 
following Jonathan Pratter’s kind invita-
tion to visit the Tarlton Law Library. To 
all those attending the 2017 AALL An-
nual Meeting in Austin, I would definitely 
take the time to take a look at this im-
pressive library that houses surprising 
collections. Before leaving, I also man-
aged to squeeze in a brief tour of the 
Capitol Library and walk through the 
LBJ Presidential Library, making my im-
mersion in Texan culture and history 
complete! 
 
On the whole this was an extremely pro-
ductive and enriching conference week, 
both professionally and personally, and I 
am again very grateful to have been 
awarded the FCIL Schaffer Grant for 
Foreign Law Librarians which made my 
participation possible in the first place. I 
can confidently say that the grant’s objec-
tives were met and that I benefitted from 
a unique learning experience that I have 
been able to share with my colleagues 
back here in The Hague. Finally, I would 
like to once again thank the Selection 
Committee, all those who contributed, 
and in particular, of course, Ellen Schaf-
fer for making this possible. I hope this 
excellent initiative is continued for many 
years to come!  
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The next issue of 
FCIL Newsletter is 
February 2015. 
 
Submission  deadline: 
February 1, 2015. 
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Latin American IG 

Julienne Grant 
 
The Latin American Law Interest Group 
met at 7 a.m. on Sunday, July 13th. Seven 
people attended, including invited guest 
Irene Kraft (2014 Schaffer Grant recipi-
ent). A number of agenda items were 
discussed. First, Chair Julienne Grant 
announced that the Group’s new 
webpage is up and running. Next, the 
group discussed the weekly e-update and 
whether email was the best format for 
distribution. Several of the attendees 
wondered whether the updates could be 
moved to the webpage, or if the infor-
mation could be moved to a blog; these 
options will be explored. News sources 
that members are looking at include La 
Jornada (Mexico), El País (Spain), the Lat-
in American Herald Tribune, and the Miami 
Herald.  
 
Jonathan Pratter next unveiled the 
“Mexican Law and Legal Research” 
guide that was prepared in conjunction 
with the July 15th Mexican Law program. 
Eight members of the group contributed 
pieces to the guide (Jonathan Pratter, 
Julienne Grant, Marisol Floren-Romero, 
Bianca Anderson, Teresa Miguel-Stearns, 
Lyonette Louis-Jacques, Jootaek Lee, and 
Sergio Stone).  
 
Next on the agenda was the topic of Lat-
in American vendors of legal materials. 
Teresa had compiled a vendors list for 
SALALM (Seminar on the Acquisition of 
Latin American Library Materials) in 
2010. She will update this and post it on 
the group’s webpage. A brief talk about 
Latin American vendors was followed by 
a discussion of an earlier proposal 
(originating with Joyce Manna Janto) to 
establish a formal exchange program 
between U.S. and Chilean law librarians. 
Feasibility issues were noted, including 
language barriers. Teresa will speak with 
Claudia Cuevas (Biblioteca del Congreso 

Nacional de Chile) at IALL (Buenos 
Aires) about the overall feasibility of 
the project, and Irene generously of-
fered to help in any way possible. 
 
The attendees next talked about future 
projects, including the possibility of 
assembling another law/legal research 
guide, focusing on a different Latin 
American country. The Mexican guide 
was a tremendous amount of work, but 
attendees expressed interest in partici-
pating in a similar project. Country pos-
sibilities mentioned were Argentina, 
Colombia, and Cuba.  
 
2014 Schaffer Grant recipient Irene 
Kraft (currently at the International 
Criminal Court) next provided an up-
date on the Biblioteca del Congreso 
Nacional de Chile (BCN). Irene worked 
there from 2008-2013—first as a gen-
eral reference librarian and then doing 
FCIL work, as she is multilingual. Irene 
explained that every major piece of leg-
islation proposed to the Chilean Con-
gress has a comparative law compo-
nent/justification, so comparative law 
research is important at the BCN. Irene 
indicated that the BCN is currently un-
dergoing a major internal restructuring, 
which involves a number of retire-
ments. Soledad Ferreiro retired as Di-
rector; she had pushed for the BCN’s 
legislative database, which was funded 
by the World Bank. Manuel Alfonso 
Pérez, a historian and long-time BCN 
employee, now heads the library.  
 
Irene also noted that Chile’s most re-
cent elections resulted in a huge change 
in the composition of Parliament, and 
that recently-elected President Michelle 
Bachelet (also President from 2006-
2010) is pushing for various fiscal, edu-
cational, and electoral reforms. One 
attendee asked Irene about the Rapa 
Nui and Mapuche communities in 
Chile. She indicated that controversies 
involving these indigenous groups still 
rarely make the news. Many thanks to 
Irene for joining us! 

Foreign Law 
Selectors Report 

Dan Wade 
 
The Foreign Law Selectors Meeting took 
place at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, July 13, 
2014 at the AALL Annual Meeting. The 
meeting began with Irene Kraft, this 
year’s Schaffer Grant recipient and Asso-
ciate Library Officer of the International 
Criminal Court Library in The Hague, 
introducing her library. (For further de-
tails, see the minutes of the meeting 
posted on the FCIL-SIS website.)  
 
Following her comments, Marci Hoff-
man, Berkeley, briefly reviewed develop-
ments and enhancements of the Index to 
Foreign Law Guide and the Index to 
Foreign Legal Periodicals, two major 
tools of our profession. Elizabeth Moore 
next spoke about events at the Library of 
Congress. She introduced her colleague, 
Janice Hyde, who discussed GLIN and 
the prospects for its reemergence. It has 
been transferred to the Chamber of Dep-
uties of the Dominican Republic.  
 
Neel Agrawal then reported on his work 
at the LA County Law Library. (Please 
see his attachment in the minutes.) Ste-
phen Wiles, Assistant Director for Con-
tent Development, next reported on de-
velopments at LLMC-Digital, and plans 
for building the collection. Dan Wade, 
Yale, distributed a summary of the 
minutes of the two NEFLLCG meetings 
during the year, and Gabriela Femenia, 
Penn, emphasized the salient points.  
 
Dan Wade closed the meeting by passing 
out a report on the past year’s activities 
at Yale (attached to the minutes), with 
the hope that it may serve as a model for 
others to follow next year. Special thanks 
go to all those who participated and at-
tended this year’s meeting! 



Customary and Religious Law IG 

Susan Gualtier 
 
The new Customary and Religious Law 
Interest Group held its inaugural meet-
ing at the 2014 Annual Meeting in San 
Antonio. We are very excited to report 
on the meeting and to encourage all of 
you to join us in this new endeavor. 
 
After a few brief introductions, the 
group discussed potential projects for 
the coming year, as well as ideas for pro-
gramming proposals for next year’s An-
nual Meeting in Philadelphia. The group 
decided to work on developing bibliog-
raphies or collection guides containing 
“critical resources” that every library 
should have in building a minimum core 
collection. Collection guides will be cre-
ated for the different religious law, canon 
law, and customary law systems. Addi-
tionally, the group will work to identify 
the major collections in each area of in-
terest. 
 
With regard to programming, it was sug-
gested that because the group’s interests 
are somewhat esoteric, we may want to 
focus on ideas for informal program-
ming, such as coffee talks and book dis-
cussions, in the event that our formal 
proposals are not accepted. The group 
agreed that this was an excellent idea and 
will watch for interesting books and dis-
cussion topics around which to build 
informal programming in Philadelphia. 

The group also discussed ideas for for-
mal programming, including topics that 
may lend themselves to collaboration 
with other AALL groups, such as the 
Legal History and Rare Books SIS. Be-
cause of next year’s location in Phila-
delphia, which is close to Amish and 
Mennonite communities in Pennsylva-
nia, the group intends to develop a pro-
posal addressing the accommodation of 
religious minorities in larger communi-
ties. Other ideas included programs on 
teaching customary law research in 
FCIL research classes; family law and/
or women’s rights issues in mixed legal 
systems; the resurgence in witchcraft 
accusations in a number of customary 
law communities in different parts of 
the world (as well as a potential tie-in 
with similar accusations occurring in 
Louisiana and Florida Haitian voodoo 
communities); and medieval customary 
laws in Europe and their influence on 
modern laws and legal systems. 
 
Many FCIL-SIS members have already 
expressed interest in the new IG, and 
we hope that even more will join our 
roster and share their ideas for projects 
and programming. If you wish to par-
ticipate or to follow the group’s activi-
ties, please join our My Communities 
group to receive notifications as they 
post. We look forward to sharing our 
interests with the AALL community. 

Submissions 
Wanted for Next 
Issue 

FCIL Newsletter is looking for 
submissions for our next is-
sue.  
 

Articles: conference reports, 
library tours, member news, 
etc. Open call for authors. 
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Dan Wade 
 
On Tuesday morning of the AALL An-
nual Meeting, a group of FCIL-SIS mem-
bers including Daniel Donahue, Univer-
sity of Houston; Gabriela Femenia, Penn; 
Marisol Florén-Romero, Florida Interna-
tional University; Juice Lee, Northeastern 
University; Evelyn Ma, Yale; Lucie 
Olejnikova, Pace University; Joan Poli-
castri, University of Colorado; and Dan 
Wade, Yale, met over breakfast, coffee, 
and tea to discuss the short book Crisis in 
Ukraine (Tampa: Council on Foreign Re-
lations, 2014). This is a compilation of op
-eds on the situation in the Ukraine be-
ginning with the Orange Revolution in 
2004. (We discovered that the e-book 
version of the book did not have the 
dates of the op-eds, as were found in the 
print version!)After an engaging and scin-
tillating conversation over the issues and 
intentions of Mr. Putin, we came to a 
consensus that we would have to wait to 
see what happens. As of the date of this 
writing (September 30, 2014) 3,200 have 
been killed, and the September 5th cease-
fire is tenuous at best. If scheduling al-
lows, we hope to reconvene at the next 
Annual Meeting and have Martha 
Tarnawsky, a true Ukranian, former As-
sociate Director for Foreign and Interna-
tional Law at Penn, and author of poetry 
and Ukrainian bibliography, join us.  

Crisis in Ukraine 
Reading Group 

Questions?  
 
Contact  
Deborah Schander  

(dschander@gsu.edu). 

mailto:dschander@gsu.edu
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Asian Law IG 

Evelyn Ma 
 
The Asian Law Interest Group held its 
joint meeting with the African Law Interest 
Group on July 15th 2015, bright and early 
at 7:15 a.m. in the San Antonio Marriott 
Riverwalk Conference Room 13. 
 
In collaboration with Victor Essien, Chair 
of the African Law Interest Group, we 
prepared a short presentation surveying 
major inter-governmental organizations in 
Africa and Asia: namely, AU (African Un-
ion) and ECOWAS (Economic Communi-
ty of West African States) in Africa, and 
ASEAN (Association of South East Asian 
Nations), SAARC (South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation), and APEC 

This Year’s Newest FCIL Librarian: Charles Bjork 

Dan Wade 
 
Charles Bjork, International & Foreign 
Law Reference Librarian at the John 
Wolff International & Comparative Law 
Library of Georgetown Law School, re-
ceived this year’s Newest Law Librarian 
Award at the AALL FCIL-SIS Business 
Meeting. He began working there at the 
end of February this year. Charles is a 
native of Chicago and received his bach-
elor’s degree from the University of Illi-
nois at Champaign-Urbana, where he 
majored in political science with a con-
centration in international relations and a 
minor in Russian studies. After gradua-
tion he attended law school at North-
western University. After an 18 year 
practice of employment law in a small 
law firm in Chicago, Charles found the 
courage to leave his job and attend the 
Graduate School of Library and Infor-
mation Science at the University of Illi-
nois in Champaign-Urbana in the fall of 
2011. While pursuing his degree, he 
worked twenty hours per week as a grad-

(Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation) in 
Asia.  
 
Highlights of the presentation on Asian 
IGOs are as follows, and slides of the 
joint presentation will be uploaded to the 
FCIL-SIS Interest Group website: 

 All three surveyed Asian IGOs lack 
formal dispute settlement mecha-
nisms. They rely on soft law guide-
lines as the basis of decision-making.  

 The exception is ASEAN, which 
established its legal personality as an 
institution through the signing of the 
ASEAN Charter in December 2008. 
The Charter confers upon ASEAN 
the power to conclude treaties, and 
member states are obliged to “take 
all necessary measures, including the 
enactment of appropriate domestic 
legislation, to … comply with all 
obligations of membership”. 

 The Charter also mandates member 
states to achieve an integrated ASEAN 
Economic Community (AEC) by 
2015. 

 With its institutional decision-making 
process centered in the ASEAN Sum-
mit, a primarily political organ made 
up of heads of State, questions remain 
as to whether ASEAN can thrive as an 
effective supranational organization. 

 
Lastly, the project initiated at the last meet-
ing in AALL Seattle to document print and 
electronic holdings of serials relating to 
Asian law indexed in Index to Foreign Le-
gal Periodicals, has been uploaded to the 
FCIL-SIS website. Several new serial titles 
recommended by the volunteers will be 
incorporated into the new issue of IFLP. 
Sincere thanks are due to the librarians 
who devoted their time to the project. 
 

uate assistant at the Jenner Law Library 
of the University of Illinois College of 
Law. Upon graduating in May of 2013, 
he continued working there as an aca-
demic hourly.  
 
In addition to working at the reference 
desk at Georgetown, Charles provides 
one-on-one research consultations with 
students, as well as creates and updates 
online research guides and treatise find-
ers for assigned subjects. He is also a 
library liaison with eight faculty mem-
bers who have research interests in in-
ternational, foreign or comparative law. 
He is just beginning to work in collec-
tion development, primarily in Mexican 
and Latin American jurisdictions. 
(Though he is working primarily with 
Spanish jurisdictions, his language skills 
lie with French and somewhat with 
Russian.) In the spring of 2015, he is 
scheduled to co-teach a two-credit 
course on international and foreign law 
research with Marylin Raisch.  Charles 
is grateful for the mentoring and sup-

port of his colleagues, Marylin, Mabel 
Shaw and Heather Casey. For more per-
sonal details about Charles see the article 
on him on the DipLawMatic blog.  
 
Irene Kraft, this year’s Schaffer grant 
recipient from the International Criminal 
Court in The Hague, brought two gifts 
for Charles: a beautiful set of greeting 
cards from the Rijks Museum in Amster-
dam, and a wonderful illustrated book 
from the Peace Palace, Bertha von Suttner: 
At the Cradle of World Peace, by Eveline 
Blitz (The Hague: The Peace Palace Li-
brary, 2014). Von Suttner was a peace 
activist and the first female recipient of 
the Nobel Peace Prize. The book com-
memorated the centenary of her death.  
 
If you are a newer foreign and interna-
tional law librarian and would like to be 
introduced to your colleagues please con-
tact me at Daniel.wade@yale.edu. We 
look forward to meeting you! 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AhJeoh5IQFvDdFF3NTdUbk9CczREaU5PZmRBbUMwMHc&usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AhJeoh5IQFvDdFF3NTdUbk9CczREaU5PZmRBbUMwMHc&usp=sharing
https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2014/10/01/introducingcharles-bjork-as-the-october-fcil-librarian-of-the-month/
https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2014/10/01/introducingcharles-bjork-as-the-october-fcil-librarian-of-the-month/
mailto:Daniel.wade@yale.edu


 

CONELL 

Dan Wade 
 
This year at the CONELL Market Place on 
Saturday morning at the AALL Annual 
Meeting, both the FCIL-SIS and the Index 
to Foreign Legal Periodicals (an AALL en-
deavor) shared a table to welcome new law 

Education Committee Meeting Report 

Lucie Olejnikova 
 
The FCIL-SIS Education Committee met on 
July 15th, 2014 in San Antonio, Texas at 7:15 
a.m. Don Ford, Lucie Olejnikova, Dennis 
Sears, Jean Wenger, Teresa Miguel-Stearns, 
Ellen Schaffer, Daniel Donahue, Gabriela 
Femenia, Sherry Leysen, Jim Hart, Kelly Bu-
chanan, Carol Watson (AMPC Chair), and 
Luis Acosta were present. The agenda includ-
ed discussions about the new AMPC program 
proposal approach, the FCIL-SIS internal 
working Google site, and any and all program-
ming ideas (new or old) for the 2015 annual 
meeting in Philadelphia.  
 
The FCIL-SIS Program Proposals Google Site 
is live. This website is intended for FCIL 
members to brainstorm about ideas for pro-
gramming, comment on proposals, and make 
recommendations. Everyone is encouraged to 
participate. The site is available for everyone to 
view but please email Lucie Olejnikova to gain 
editing access to the site.  
 
Carol Watson (AMPC Chair) joined the FCIL
-SIS Education Committee meeting, stepping 
in for our AMPC liaison Gayle Lynn-Nelson 
of Lexis. Ms. Watson explained that AMPC’s 
program proposing approach is intended to 
implement more programming input from the 
individual SISs. The new process is explained 
on our Google site. Ms. Watson further shared 
with us that the 2015 programming approach 

is based on the Velvet Chainsaw report in-
tending to implement more strategic pro-
gramming. Based on the 2012 membership 
survey, 6 content areas were identified: Man-
agement/Leadership, Raising the Profile of a 
Library/Librarians, Legal Research/
Reference, Content Management, Technolo-
gy, and Collaboration.  
 
Carol Watson further explained that each of 
the six Content Area Teams will identify the 
five (5) must-have program topics. The 
teams are then responsible to put forth pro-
grams that would fulfill the educational goals 
of the identified must-haves. Thus about 30 
out of 65-90 program slots would be filled 
through the Content Area Team process. 
Content Area Teams are to submit the list of 
must-have program topics by August 1. 
Members were encouraged to share their 
thoughts/ideas on what the five must-haves 
should be. A final list of identified must-
haves was made public at the end of August 
2014. For additional information, visit the 
AALL 2015 Program Proposals official site 
and feel free to contact the FCIL-SIS Educa-
tion Committee’s co-chairs, Lucie Olejnikova 
and Dennis Sears, and/or any of the AMPC 
liaisons, including Gayle Lynn-Nelson, Anne 
Burnett, or Carol Watson, directly.  
 
All attendees were encouraged to re-visit the 
non-selected program proposals from last 
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year and consider re-submitting them. Several 
members sent in or shared ideas, including: 

 Alison Shea shared an idea for an EU 
workshop/program that would include 
bringing in an EU expert trainer.  

 Tim Kearley submitted an idea for a pro-
gram on the Justinian Codex translation 
to address the question “What is the place 
of the Codex in the modern world?”  

 Megan O'Brien submitted the idea of 
creating and cultivating ongoing conversa-
tions throughout the year (regionally-
organized) about approaches to teaching.  

 Jim Hart shared an idea about accession 
of the EU to the European Convention 
on Human Rights and how the suprana-
tional organization becomes a party to a 
treaty. The EU has an ambassador to the 
US in Washington DC who might be an 
interesting speaker on this topic.  

 Another idea from Jim Hart was to have a 
program on writing effective and efficient 
online research/subject guides.  

 Daniel Donohue shared an idea for a 
program on environmental law, namely 
fracking in Pennsylvania.  

 Gabriela Femenia mentioned an idea for a 
program that would address the efficiency 
of flipping the FCIL classroom.  

 
Members concluded with a short discussion 
about the pros and cons of the various pro-
gramming formats including traditional pro-
grams, deep dives, workshops, coffee talks, hot 
topics, etc. Thank you everyone for coming 
and for sharing your excellent ideas!  

AALL Annual Meeting Committee & Interest Group Reports 

librarians who attended CONELL. This 
allowed us to have four members of the 
FCIL-SIS present to greet the new law li-
brarians: Marci Hoffman, Berkeley; Laura 
Cadra, University of Loyola at Los Angeles; 
James Hart, the University of Cincinnati; 
and Dan Wade, Yale. We had good geo-
graphical distribution! While numbers 
seemed to be down, we did meet a number 
of librarians and even a couple of new for-
eign and international law librarians. Irene 

Kraft, the Schaffer Grant recipient, also 
visited the table. We distributed brochures 
on the FCIL-SIS, the Schaffer Grant, and 
the Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals to 
those who stopped by the table, as well as 
the customary candy and pencils.  
 
If you have recently assumed foreign and 
international law librarian duties, and did not 
get to attend CONELL, please contact us at 
my attention. 

https://sites.google.com/site/2015fcilsisprogramproposals/home
https://sites.google.com/site/2015fcilsisprogramproposals/home
mailto:lolejnikova@law.pace.edu
https://sites.google.com/site/2015fcilsisprogramproposals/ampc-initiative
http://www.aallnet.org/sections/ts/about/Officers-and-Representatives/Velvet-Chainsaw-Consulting-Report-TS-SIS-Response
http://www.aallnet.org/conference/education/future-meetings/program-proposers/must-haves.html
http://www.aallnet.org/conference/education/future-meetings/program-proposers/must-haves.html
http://www.aallnet.org/conference/education/future-meetings/program-proposers.aspx
http://www.aallnet.org/conference/education/future-meetings/program-proposers.aspx
mailto:daniel.wade@yale.edu
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Indigenous Peoples IG Report 

Joan Policastri 
 
The Indigenous Peoples Interest Group 
has been dormant for the last year, but 
no more. The San Antonio meeting was 
inspirational, and we hope to accomplish 
several things over the next year.  
 
The opportunity to participate in the 
“Hot Topic” presentation on Land 
Grabbing was a great way to re-energize. 
If you were not able to attend the pro-
gram, please be sure to visit the Wiki for 
access to the presentations and research 
materials. 
 
Some suggested ideas for things to ac-
complish in the next year are: have our 
own webpage; gather and post laws re-
lated to indigenous peoples by region; 
create a list of serials related to indige-
nous peoples, both law and non-law; 
create a place for questions and com-
ments regarding the new KIA-KIX Clas-
sification for Indigenous Peoples of 

North America; co-ordinate with other 
interest groups for inclusion of a dis-
cussion of indigenous aspects in these 
other areas (indigenous peoples are 
concerned with virtually all areas of 
FCIL). 
 
After the Annual Meeting summary was 
posted, the group heard from several 
new people who are interested in work-
ing on these issues. We also had a very 
kind email from Janice Hyde at the Li-
brary of Congress noting that the work 
of this group could be useful for the 
work they are doing on the Indigenous 
Law Portal and inviting the group’s 
suggestions for websites that the Li-
brary could link to from their portal, 
and provide useful feedback on test 
versions of the site. They are also open 
to suggestions about historical items to 
digitize from the Library’s collections.  
 
A quick update on indigenous issues: 

on Sept. 22 and 23, the United Nations 
convened a High Level Plenary Meeting/
World Conference on Indigenous Peo-
ples. The object of this conference was 
for the States to create an implementa-
tion document to support the Declara-
tion on the Rights of Indigenous Peo-
ples. It was the culmination of several 
years of work. The final outcome docu-
ment can be found online. It was adopt-
ed without discussion. Reservations were 
made on the floor by the Holy See (re 
reproductive rights) and by Canada 
(concerning the concept of Free, Prior, 
and Informed Consent). For a review 
and critique, see the article from Indian 
Country Today. For those of you who 
were not at the Inaugural 2010 Interest 
Group Meeting in Denver, Professor 
Morris was our guest speaker. Also see 
this commentary by Steve Newcomb, 
author of Pagans in the Promised Land,. 
The entire proceedings are available on 
the UN’s webtv site. 
 
If you are interested in indigenous issues, 
please let me know and send me your 
contact information.   
 

Internships & International Exchanges Committee 

AALL Annual Meeting Committee & Interest Group Reports 

David McFadden 
 
The FCIL Internships and International 
Exchanges Committee met on July 14th 
in San Antonio. David McFadden 
(Chair), Jim Hart, Jootaek Lee, Andrew 
“Tig” Wartluft, and Hunter Whaley at-
tended. 
 
There were no known requests or use of 
committee services this past year. There 
was a question as to whether the com-
mittee could get a report of website ac-
tivity on the Committee’s page. The sur-
vey and committee handout were distrib-
uted by Sally Holterhoff at IFLA in Au-
gust 2013 and at the ASIL meeting in 
Spring 2014 by Marty Witt. Matchmaker, 
Matchmaker, Make Me a Match: The Intern-

ships & Exchanges Committee article by 
James W. Hart & David McFadden 
appeared in the October 2013 FCIL 
Newsletter. Peter Roudik and Marty 
Witt worked on a program proposal for 
San Antonio - Between School and Employ-
ment: Best Practices in Accommodating and 
Managing Interns and Conducting Internships 
for Law Librarians. Unfortunately, it was-
n’t accepted. Marty Witt worked on 
updating the survey instrument and 
results report. 
 
There was a discussion about updating 
the FCIL Internship and International 
Exchanges Page. It was reported that 
Marty Witt is finishing up work on the 
survey instrument and results report. 
There was a suggestion to use a Lib-

Guides format for the results. More re-
ports of visits and exchanges will be so-
licited in the coming year. Also, the re-
sources section will be restored to the 
page. 
 
Those present at the meeting agreed to 
assignments for updating the current 
survey results and soliciting new partici-
pants. Those assigned in earlier years will 
be contacted to see about their progress 
and continued interest in helping the 
committee. Different ways of publicizing 
and promoting the committee’s work 
were discussed. Attendees of the upcom-
ing IFLA meeting will be contacted again 
this year. Marty Witt agreed to take over 
as chair for 2014-2015.  

landgrabbing.pbworks.com/w/page/80011076/1%3A%20D6%3A%20Land%20Grabbing%3A%20Accessing%20Information%20to%20Protect%20Property%20Rights%20of%20Indigenous%20People
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/indigenous-law-guide/americas/north-america/united-states/
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/indigenous-law-guide/americas/north-america/united-states/
http://wcip2014.org/4567
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2014/09/27/world-conference-outcome-document-states-win-157087?page=0%2C0
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2014/09/27/world-conference-outcome-document-states-win-157087?page=0%2C0
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2014/09/29/state-magic-outcome-document-un-hlpm
mailto:joan.policastri@colorado.edu


FCIL-SIS Seeking Nominations 

James Hart 
 
The Foreign, Comparative, and Interna-
tional Law Special Interest Section 
(FCIL-SIS) of AALL is currently seek-
ing nominations for individuals to fill 
the positions of Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect 
and Secretary/Treasurer. 
 
The Vice-Chair position is a three year 
commitment as the Vice-Chair transi-
tions to Chair and then to Immediate 
Past Chair. It is expected that the Vice-
Chair shall attend the AALL Annual 
Meeting both as Vice-Chair and Chair. 
The Secretary/Treasurer position is a 
two year commitment and the incum-
bent is expected to attend the Annual 
Meeting both years. Please read the 
FCIL-SIS Bylaws, and specifically Arti-
cle V, for more information about the 
positions. For more detailed infor-
mation (list of duties) about the posi-
tions and their responsibilities, please 
feel free to contact any member of the 

Nominating Committee. 
 
If you plan to recommend someone for 
Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect or Secretary/
Treasurer of FCIL-SIS, please contact 
that individual to ensure interest prior to 
sending the nomination to the Nominat-
ing Committee. Self-nominations are also 
welcome. Nominations are due by Mon-
day, December 15, 2014. 
 
The FCIL-SIS Chair will notify the sec-
tion’s membership of the nominees in 
the February Newsletter. Please see Article 
VI of the FCIL-SIS Bylaws regarding the 
nomination and election of officers. 
 
If you have any questions or wish to sub-
mit a nomination, please feel free to con-
tact a member of the Nominating Com-
mittee: James Hart, Chair; Michele Hou, 
Member; and Daniel Donahue, Member. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful consider-
ation of potential nominees! 

Website 

Committee Report 

Alison Shea 
 
The Website Committee, comprised of 
Alison Shea, Teresa Miguel-Stearns, Har-
vey Morrell, and Deborah Schander, 
made many updates to the website this 
year. Deborah did a fantastic job of re-
formatting the FCIL Newsletter page and 
also worked with Teresa to get permis-
sion from HeinOnline to upload PDF 
files of the remaining Newsletters (which 
we only had in HTML format) to the 
site. This was a huge task, and we are all 
grateful to Deborah for her hard work!  
 
Teresa was responsible for not only cre-
ating individual sub-sites for each FCIL 
IG/Committee but also for helping each 
IG/Committee to populate their site 
with content. This again was a huge un-
dertaking which we will be building on 
next year. Other updates within the 
FCIL-SIS page include the Jumpstart 
Your Research contacts list, and the 
AALL Annual Meeting FCIL program-
ming page, which now includes supple-
mental materials for last year's FCIL re-
search roundtable. 
 
For 2014-15 the Committee is excited to 
announce a liaison system between Web-
site Committee members and IG/
Committee chairs, which will hopefully 
facilitate an increase in posting content.  
 
Other projects currently in the works are 
an updated interface for the Internships/
Exchanges page, an updated Timeline/
Oral Histories page, and the elusive dy-
namic front page with live feeds from 
the DipLawMatic Dialogues blog, FCIL 
Twitter and Facebook accounts, and 
other continually updated sources. 

FCIL NEWSLETTER PAGE 20 

AALL Annual Meeting Committee & Interest Group Reports 

Publicity and Membership Committee 

Neel Agrawal  
 
This year, the Publicity and Member-
ship Committee, Co-Chaired by Neel 
Agrawal (LA Law Library) and Loren 
Turner (University of Florida, Legal 
Information Center), collaborated with 
Susan Gualtier (Louisiana State Univer-
sity, Paul M. Hebert Law Center) to 
design and launch the new FCIL-SIS 
Blog, DipLawMatic Dialogues, which 
will promote the various projects and 
interests of the FCIL-SIS to a global 
audience.      

 
In the upcoming year, the Committee 
will focus on developing the blog’s con-

tent to establish a regular readership 
amongst FCIL librarians, law librarians 
who have FCIL interests, attorneys, 
scholars, and legal professionals. The 
blog’s content will include film and book 
reviews, overviews of important FCIL 
sources, information about FCIL confer-
ences, profiles of FCIL-SIS members, 
and any other content that FCIL librari-
ans want to read and write about!  The 
Committee is always looking for blog 
contributors, so please contact us (Neel 
Agrawal, Loren Turner, and Susan Gual-
tier) if you would like to write a little 
something about your FCIL interests/
experience.   

 

http://www.aallnet.org/sis/fcilsis/Bylaws.html
http://www.aallnet.org/sis/fcilsis/Bylaws.html
mailto:hartjw@ucmail.uc.edu
mailto:mhuang@icrc.org
mailto:mhuang@icrc.org
mailto:mhuang@icrc.org
mailto:dgdonahu@central.uh.edu
http://fcilsis.wordpress.com
mailto:nagrawal@lalawlibrary.org
mailto:nagrawal@lalawlibrary.org
mailto:lturner@law.ufl.edu
mailto:susan.gualtier@law.lsu.edu
mailto:susan.gualtier@law.lsu.edu
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James Hart 
 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF BUENOS AIRES 
My first impression occurred at the airport. 
Just a few minutes after my family and I got to 
the back of a line that seemed to be about a 
mile long, a woman in an official looking uni-
form motioned for me to go over to her. As 
the anxiety rose in my gut and with a rather 
sheepish look on my face, I approached her 
and asked why she called me over. To my 
relief she said it was because I was carrying 
crutches, which I carry with me whenever I 
might have to walk a long way. She then took 
us to an isolated security station. When we got 
through, we were faced with customs. The 
woman whom I now regarded as an angel 
took our passports to customs and ushered us 
through. Let me say that I found this kind of 
care to be everywhere in Buenos Aires. 
 
SECOND IMPRESSIONS 
Buenos Aires seems to contain all the other 
cities of the world. It has the barrios of east 
LA, the gardens of Osaka, the docks of Lon-
don, the architecture of the 16th arrondisse-
ment of Paris, the skyscrapers of New York, 
while the countryside around it reminds one of 
the steppes of central Asia. A tour of the city 
shows why it is called the Paris of the South. 
The Ricoleta district features mansions and 
palaces of the 19th century French style. Near-
by is the serene Japanese garden. The Avenue 
of the 9th of July is a 460 foot wide, 12 lane 
boulevard where the obelisk that celebrates the 
400th anniversary of the city's founding stands. 
 
But the culture of the tango and the beef of 
the Pampas are ubiquitous. The tango began 
in the barrios, was rejected by high society, 
charmed wealthy Parisians, and returned to the 
embrace of the creme de la creme of Agentine 
society. Now tourists are encouraged to try it 
in local clubs.  When you go out to eat no one 
will force you to eat meat; the fragrance itself 
will entrance you. Not all of it is beef, but it is 
all tender and juicy. Whenever we walked to a 
cafe or sat down for coffee, we saw friends 
and colleagues. 
 
THE OPENING 
On Sunday afternoon, the National Library of 

The IALL Conference in Buenos Aires 

Argentina hosted the opening session of the 
IALL Conference in the Luis Vargas Audito-
rium. Jeroen Vervliet, the IALL President, 
presided over the program that featured Ho-
racio Gonzales, the Library Director, Elisa 
Barber, the Associate Director, and Professor 
Lucas Grossman of the University of San 
Andreas Law Faculty. Dr. Gonzales gave an 
interesting description of the founding of the 
Library by Mariano Moreno, one of the 
founding fathers of the nation. Next Ms. 
Barber welcomed us and Professor Gross-
man began a scholarly overview of the Ar-
gentine legal system, which is a combination 
of civil and common law systems. Although 
the Argentine Constitution is modelled on 
the American one, they have a stronger presi-
dent as well as a Congress with a House of 
Representatives and a Senate, and a judiciary 
with some independence. One of the unusu-
al things is that procedural law is promulgated 
by the states and substantive law by the feder-
al courts.  
 
This was followed by a tour of some of the 
library's most-prized rare books and the li-
brary's reading rooms and a delightful recep-
tion. The day was topped off by a tour of the 
lights of Buenos Aires and a good night's 
sleep. 
 
SUMMARIES OF SELECTED PRESENTA-
TIONS 
The Struggle for Human Rights in Ar-
gentina 
This presentation described how individual 
Argentinians and international organizations 
worked together to expose the dictators' 
crimes against humanity. Essentially a few 
friends and relatives of the victims surrepti-
tiously made the international organizations 
aware of specific crimes. A habeas corpus 
petition was submitted to the UN. The Ar-
gentine government replied, denied facts, and 
blamed the petitioners. Making the atrocities 
public thus harnessed the power of shame 
and public opinion outside Argentina. The 
international system was useful in naming 
and describing the violations. A document 
was written in Washington that described the 
atrocities and that had to be secretly copied 
and distributed. It was the first time that inter-

national organizations had ever been involved 
in a fight against a particular violation of hu-
man rights in a sovereign nation. 
 
Those inside Argentina were then able to bring 
pressure in the domestic courts and Congress. 
They were protected by the attention of the 
whole world on their cases. Eventually the 
military dictators fell, and Argentina gave inter-
national human rights treaties constitutional 
status. This presentation demonstrated how 
cooperation between a few people on the 
inside could give international organizations 
the information they need to bring pressure on 
a government as well as the fact that this pres-
sure can be effective. 
 
The speaker ended by voicing the hope that 
just as developed countries once practiced 
slavery and then rejected it, perhaps this kind 
of successful struggle might move people 
around the world to reject complacency with 
crimes against humanity. 
 
The Destruction of Literature and Librari-
ans in Argentina During the Dictatorship 
This was one of the best programs of the con-
ference. The military junta had an organized 
program to burn "subversive literature."  The 
speaker, Federico Zeballos, had copies of gov-
ernment resolutions ordering the destruction 
of various titles. These books came from all 
kinds of libraries: academic, public, school, and 
even private. Indeed, having heard of the book 
burning, some people burned their own books 
in their backyards. After all, their homes were 
not safe from government searches. 
 
The next speaker, Maria Rondine, focused on 
children’s books and their authors. The gov-
ernment thought that picture books that were 
created for small children as well as chapter 
books and literature for teens would fill chil-
dren's heads with communist ideology. It was 
as if the children were considered empty buck-
ets whose contents were never subject to 
change. Ms. Rondine’s descriptions of the 
confiscations from schools and public libraries 
and the burning of piles of books were accom-
panied by graphic illustrations. These books 
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were not only like those many of us read to 
our children; they were the same ones! 
 
The last speaker, Alejandra  Nardi, told us of 
the 25 librarians who had disappeared. She had 
photos and biographical information on many 
of them. She finally showed us a poignant film 
about these disappearances. These people 
were not merely our colleagues, but our own. 
It is not an exaggeration to say that everyone 
was profoundly affected by this presentation. 
For there but for the grace of God go each 
one of us. 
 
Recent Developments in Access to Laws 
and Legal Information in Argentina 
Because if my ignorance of Spanish, I asked a 
truly bilingual colleague, Teresa Miguel-Stearns, 
to write a summary of the last day’s morning 
program. This text appeared in a slightly differ-
ent form on the FCIL blog on October 8, 
2014. 
 
Teresa Miguel-Stearns 
 
Argentina recently published a digest of laws 
currently in force in the country in an attempt 
to make clear to its citizens which laws on the 
books are actually in effect. The resulting panel 
was “Development Process of the New Ar-
gentine Legal Digesto.” 
 
Our first guest, Ramon Brenna, discussed his 
15 years of work on the digest following a law 
approved by the National Congress to create a 
digest. But why a digest […] in Argentina or in 
any country? According to Mr. Brenna, “The 
legal system is a collection of rules, laws that 
regulate life, our lives; and what is more im-
portant in the world than our lives? This is a 
very difficult job to compile all this legislation 
and legal systems are becoming more opaque; 
it’s hard to know what is in effect at any given 
time. The laws regulate our lives from the time 
before we are born to well after we leave this 
world. In any society transparency and access 
is very important.” 
 
[B]eginning in 1999, the government decided 
that the Argentine legal system was opaque, 
and it was very difficult to access the law; the 
people did not know the law [or …] how to 
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access the law. This was the ethical basis for 
the intervention — to make Argentine law 
more known, more accessible, and more 
human. Argentina has about 27,000 laws on 
the books […]. As a result of compiling the 
digest, we’ve gone from 27,000 laws to really 
only 3,353 laws, or about 10% of what we 
actually have. Of these, over 1,600 are inter-
national treaties, which leaves only about 
1,600 national laws. This is much more man-
ageable. 
 
The Digest is the work of many people — 
over 120 professors within the Universidad 
de Buenos Aires alone have reviewed the 
work, and probably over 300 professionals 
altogether. 
 
Our next speaker, Daniel Almakr, further 
explained that Argentina has been passing 
laws over laws without withdrawing old laws 
such that there has been a “contamination of 
laws,” and the volume of laws has gotten 
unmanageable. 
 
Ley 94,667 mandates the State to ensure that 
the people have access to the laws in force in 
Argentina and that [they be …] organized for 
easy access. Our guests worked with the 
three major publishers as well: Jurisprudencia, 
La Ley, and El Derecho. 
 
The methodology was in two major stages: 
normative and documental. Teams of law-
yers trained in the analysis of laws reviewed 
the national gazettes from 1983 to 2005, and 
looked back to 1853. They detected and 
identified laws that had not been contaminat-
ed and others that had been abrogated and 
contaminated. This first review of laws, de-
crees and resolutions were also examined to 
see which had been contaminated and others 
that hadn’t been. They were entered into a 
database which […] included all the 140,000 
laws, decrees, and resolutions. Fully 48,000 
laws remained after the first analysis. 
 
The first organizational step was to create a 
basic thematic index into which every law 
was inserted by using key words created after 
significant analysis. The creators attempted to 
use language that regular citizens would use. 

The first stage, then, ended with a huge data-
base of all laws organized by theme and with a 
cross-analysis of what affected what laws. 
There were about 1,300 national laws in force 
organized thematically and 1,600 international 
treaties. 
 
Our speakers also worked on the projects of 
other provinces to organize the law of social 
security and other government ministries in 
the national government. When finished, there 
were only 298 resolutions. 
 
An audience member asked, “What is the 
relationship between the Digest and the 
Codes?” Our guests answered, “[T]he Codes 
have incorporated [their …] norms and chang-
es over the years, including the recodification 
of them.” Another question, “What about the 
future?” Answer: “The contamination of laws 
is extreme and constant. We have a tool for 
legislators called the Manual de Tecnica Legis-
lativa that advises the explicit derogation or 
modification of previous laws — the Law of 
Consolidation.” 
 
Our final speaker of the first session, Susan 
Cayuso, was incredibly knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic. She spoke “Case Law and Devel-
opments in Legal Information in Argentina.” 
 
The effect of Sentences of the Supreme Court 
of the Argentine Nation are similar to [those] 
in the U.S. in that the Argentine Supreme 
Court is a primary power of the country and 
acts as a constitutional court. Argentina does 
not have an independent Constitutional Court. 
Rather, the Supreme Court diffuses its deci-
sions to other courts. The Supreme Court is 
not the only decider of cases, but it is the ulti-
mate decider. 
 
This system has proven to be problematic in a 
republican government. The pronouncement 
of a sentences is the way that judges interpret 
the laws that are passed and therefore have a 
huge influence on democracy. The question is 
what is the effect the decisions have on the 
people? The publicity and publication of the 
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Report on IFLA 2014 in Lyon, France, cont. from page 9 

tices and proceeding to the final stage of 
seeking IFLA endorsement. During the 
coming year, a working group of the 
Standing Committee will be reviewing 
the manual and considering the feasibil-
ity of proposing a standard on authenti-
cation of official government publica-
tions.  
 
The Monday plenary speaker, Princess 
Laurentien of the Netherlands, spoke 
about ways that librarians must advocate 
to politicians and communities about the 
needs of libraries and explore new part-

nerships to foster library support. She is 
founder of the Netherlands Reading 
and Writing Foundation, which helps 
to prevent illiteracy among children and 
reduce it among adults. 
 
On Monday evening, members of the 
Law Libraries Section, parliamentary 
librarians, and local law librarians gath-
ered at the Bibliothèque municipale de 
Lyon-Part-Dieu for an intriguing pro-
gram about a historic collection of doc-
uments and books on forensic science 
donated to the library nearly 100 years 

ago by French physician Alexandre 
Lacassagne (considered to be the founder 
of modern forensic science). The pro-
gram was followed by a reception spon-
sored by LexisNexis.  
 
The Tuesday night cultural evening for all the 
conference delegates is traditionally a party to 
remember. This year’s event was held at La 
Sucrière, a renovated sugar warehouse along 
the Saône River in the Lyon Confluence area. 
The historic venue provided a fine setting for 
IFLA delegates to socialize while enjoying the 
cuisine, music, and dances of Lyon.  

 

FCIL Newsletter 
FCIL Newsletter is a publication of 
the Foreign, Comparative and In-
ternational Law Special Interest 
Section of the American Associa-
tion of Law Libraries. It is pub-
lished in February, May, and Oc-
tober of each year. 
 

Current and past issues of FCIL 
Newsletter are available on our web-
site. 
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sentence form part of the democratic process. 
A Supreme Court decision must be published 
within 24 – 48 hours for all to access. In the 
past, there was a huge delay in publishing cases 
because the Court was pronouncing 250 – 500 
cases per week (not including cases were cert 
was denied). The Court was deciding over 
9,000 cases per year! 
 
Our speaker then asked herself, “What is best 
for the citizen? Full-text or summaries/
abstracts?” They have created a database and 
search where the result is a series of items that 
are aggregated. The database they’ve created 
certainly competes with the vendors, but it is 
free. Our speaker noted that this type of job on 
this grand scale required resources that aren’t 
available at the universities in Argentina. 

“Ultimately, we want to show through the 
sentences that there have been modifications 
of the decisions of the Court. We want to 
show the Court’s development and changes 
over time.” Thus, our last morning was filled 
with insights into the function and organiza-
tion of Argentine legislation and jurispru-
dence, and how we might find and utilize 
both. 
 

CONCLUSION 
In conclusion let me recognize those who 
put this conference together and ran it so 
smoothly. First the local arrangements were 
handled with grace by Gloria Orrego Hoyos, 
Universidad de San Andrés; Mariana Del 
Carril, Director of the Supreme Court of 
Justice Library; Andrea Saladino, Director of 

the Universidad de San Andrés Library; and 
Analía Trouvé, the Head of the Foreign Minis-
try Library. They worked tirelessly from before 
the opening of the conference to after its close. 
The IALL President, Jeroen Vervliet, the Di-
rector of the Peace Palace Library, was able to 
keep the programs flowing seamlessly with his 
typical charm even when speakers were late. 
Bård Tuseth recorded the conference in blogs 
and pictures, and Charles Bjork provided 
some very valuable records of the programs 
for the FCIL Blog. Of course, the conference 
would not have been possible without the 
support of its sponsors: Wolters Kluwer, Hein, 
Thomson Reuters, Brill Nijhoff, Investor-State 
Lawguide, and Law Business Research. 
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