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This course aims to provide instruction on how to find and use a comprehensive selection 
of foreign and international legal research tools, as well as an understanding of what 
these sources are and their function within the practice of law.  Please be aware that this 
class will differ from what you have come to expect from previous substantive law 
courses; legal research courses are dedicated to experiential learning so while there 
is very little reading assigned, you should anticipate spending a significant amount 
of time practicing what you have learned in class on homework assignments, 
research guides, oral presentations and other work outside of class. 
 
Textbook:  There is no required textbook for this course; however, there will be 
assigned readings for each class.  Should you wish to purchase a comprehensive text on 
researching foreign and international law, I would recommend International and Foreign 
Legal Research: A Coursebook 2nd Edition, by Marci Hoffman and Mary Rumsey (ISBN: 
978-1-57105-312-1).  This text is not required for the course due to its high cost ($125) 
but does discuss much of what we will be covering in class and can be useful if you 
anticipate having to do a large amount of FCIL work in your practice. 
 
Grades:  Your final grade will consist of 6 research assignments (60%), a comprehensive 
research plan and presentation (30%) and class participation (10%) 
 

• Research Assignments:  These five-question exercises will allow you to use the 
tools we discussed in class.  In addition to reporting each answer, you will be 
required to provide a short “research diary” that shows the steps you went through 
to find your answer; examples of model research diaries will be shown in class. 

 
Assignment 1: Public International Law – US sources OUT Jan 24 

DUE Jan 31 
Assignment 2: Public International Law – Multilateral 
Treaties and Foreign Sources 

OUT Jan 31 
DUE Feb 7 

Assignment 3: International Organizations  OUT Feb 21 
DUE Feb 28 

Assignment 4: Private International Law OUT Feb 28 
DUE Mar 7 

Assignment 5: European Union OUT Mar 7 
DUE Mar 21 

Assignment 6: Foreign legal research OUT Apr 4 
DUE Apr 11 

 



• Research Plan and Presentation: This 7-10 page assignment will allow you to 
focus on a topic of your choice involving international, foreign and/or 
comparative law.  You will be required to complete a comprehensive description 
of your research process and an annotated bibliography of the sources used; you 
will then prepare a presentation (approximately 5 minutes long) on one of the 
resources you used to be delivered to the class during the final week of our 
course.  Topics must be decided on and discussed with me by January 31. 

 
 
Exam:  There will be no final exam. 
 
 
Office Hours:  I am available to help whenever you need it; please feel free to stop by at 
your convenience, either in my office or when I am at the reference desk.  My office 
(Room 135) is in the back of the main Reading Room in the library, directly underneath 
the “Exit” sign.  You may also email me (aashea@law.fordham.edu) and I will endeavor 
to respond to you as soon as possible. 
 
 
Schedule of Classes and Assignments: 
 
January 17 – Introduction to FCIL Research and library resources 
         
January 24 – Public International Law – US sources 

• READING:  Adolf Sprudzs, Basic US Sources for Current Research in 
International Law: An Elementary Vade-Mecum, 5 IJLL 347 (1977); Frederic 
Kirgis, Treaties as Binding International Obligation, available at: 
http://www.asil.org/insight9.cfm  

 
January 31 – Public International Law – Multilateral and Foreign Treaties 

• READING: Adolf Sprudzs, Status of Multilateral Treaties – Researcher’s 
Mystery, Mess or Muddle?, 66 Am. J. Int'l L. 365 (1972); Adolf Sprudzs, 
Fundamentals of Foreign Treaty Research, 76 L. Lib. J. 195 (1981) 

 
February 7 – International Courts and Tribunals 

• READING (choose one): Peter Kovacs, Developments and limits in international 
jurisprudence, 31 Denv. J. Int’l L. Pol’y 461-89 (2003); Ivan Šimonović, The role 
of the ICTY in the development of international criminal adjudication, 23 
Fordham J. Int’l. L. 440-59 (1999); Helmut Tuerk, The Contribution of the 
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea to International Law, 26 Penn St. 
Int’l L. Rev. 289-316 (2007); Richard Goldstone, Historical Evolution--From 
Nuremberg to the International Criminal Court, 25 Penn St. Int’l L. Rev. 763-77 
(2007) 
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February 14 – United Nations  
• READING: United Nations Documentation: Research Guide, available at: 

http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/resguide/specil.htm 
 
February 21 – International Trade Organizations  

• READING:  Arcelia Quintana-Adriano, Legal Mercantile Evolution from the 
Twentieth Century to the Dawning of the Twenty-First Century, 42 Tex. Int’l L. J. 
831-42 (2007) 

 
February 28 – Private International Law (UNCITRAL, etc.) 

             Transnational Legal Research 
• READING:  David P. Stewart, Private International Law: A Dynamic and 

Developing Field, 30 U. Pa. J. Int’l L. 1121-31 (2009); Hans van Loon, Legal 
Diversity in a Flat, Crowded World: The World of the Hague Conference, 39 Int'l 
J. Legal Info. 172-185 (2011) 

 
March 7 – European Union 

• READING: The European Union: A Guide For Americans: 
http://eurunion.org/eu/images/PDF/euguide2009.pdf; Klauss-Dieter Borchardt, 
The ABCs of European Union Law, available at 
http://europa.eu/documentation/legislation/pdf/oa8107147_en.pdf 

 
March 14 – **NO CLASS, SPRING BREAK*** 
 
March 21 – Researching Foreign and Comparative Law 

• READING:  Don Ford, A Primer on Legal Translation and Interpretation, 
available at: http://asil.org/pdfs/ILRIG_Informer_Dec%2019.pdf (pages 5-8) 

 
March 28 –– ***NO CLASS, EASTER BREAK***   
 
April 4 – UK and Commonwealth Legal Research 

• READING: Steve Young, “Legal Systems of the United Kingdom” in Mersky 
and Dunn, Fundamentals of Legal Research (2009) [ON RESERVE] 

 
April 11 – Civil Law and Mixed Systems Research  

• READING:  Joseph Dainow, The Civil Law and the Common Law: Some Points 
of Comparison, 15 Am. J. Comp. L. 419 (1966) 

 
April 17 – Comparative Legal Research (aka Research in Special Topics) 
 
April 26 – Research Plan Presentations 
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Research Plan and Presentation 
 
This 7-10 page assignment will allow you to focus on a topic of your choice involving 
international, foreign and/or comparative law.  

• Your topic can be on whatever you like, and you are welcome to choose a topic that you 
will be writing a paper on for another class 

• If you have no topic in mind, you could use a legal issue that you have encountered in 
the past, or make one up 

• Ideally, the topic you choose will be able to apply itself in both foreign and international 
law 

o Example: If I were doing this project, I would make up a hypothetical airline that 
wanted to begin service from the US to Ireland.  I would therefore need to be 
aware of any international treaties, agreements, and organizations that dealt 
with air travel, as well as local laws regulating air travel in both Ireland and the 
European Union. [You don’t have to consider US law for this project unless 
you’re feeling adventurous] 

 
You will be required to complete a comprehensive description of your research process and an 
annotated bibliography of the sources used. 

• Your plan must include the following: 
o A paragraph explaining either the thesis you will be writing about or the legal 

problem involved 
o A comprehensive dialogue detailing the process in which you went about 

collecting information on this topic, including descriptions of any problems you 
ran into and how you resolved them.  An informal tone is preferred (i.e., “I 
wasn’t sure whether to look in UST or Kavass”) as it helps me better understand 
your thought process and will demonstrate to me whether or not you learned 
anything! 

o An annotated bibliography listing all of the sources you have compiled on your 
topic.  Note that it doesn’t have to list EVERYTHING ever written on the topic; it 
is up to you to determine which are the most ESSENTIAL and IMPORTANT 
sources to include.  Include your reasoning on why you chose to include each 
source in the annotation.   

 
You will then prepare a presentation (no more than 5 minutes long) on a resource you think is 
crucial to conducting research on your topic to be delivered to the class during the final class 
session.  

• The point of this is to demonstrate a resource that you think is important to conducting 
research on your topic – it can be a database, a book, a journal, a website, whatever.  
Think of it as a “show and tell” session —powerpoint slides are optional, but please 
spend some time demonstrating the source and explaining how it ties into the practical 
application of your topic 

 
 

**** Research plan will be due at 2pm on Thursday April 26. **** 
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