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GOALI’s Conceptual History

Liesbeth Kanis of Brill Nijhoff was working in Tanzania from 2010 to 2012 when 
she came up with the idea of GOALI.  

In an email, she told me the following: 
“I felt a strong drive to make a contribution in a more sustainable way especially 
after I had seen first-hand the challenges academics, NGO’s and policy-makers 
face in a development context, and also the impact of poverty and social 
injustice, or rather a lack of access to justice.”

5 billion people around the world do not have access to Justice.  This number 
was suggested at the World Justice Forum in the Netherlands, April 29 – May 2, 
2019.   
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it’s really a challenge to get some of the 
materials we need to develop our jurisprudence 
to make our law clear. Having access to online 
materials would be of help to the whole nation.

- Starford Sharite, High Court Registrar, Lesotho

«
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GOALI Partners
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What is it?
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GOALI’s Mission Supports the U.N. SDG 16 and its Following Targets

 16.3 Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels and ensure equal 
access to justice for all

 16.7 Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at 
all levels 

 16.10 Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms, in 
accordance with national legislation and international agreements 
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https://www.research4life.org/
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Eligible Countries, Areas or Territories

Group B: Low-cost AccessGroup A: free access
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1 New/Reinstated in 2019

Group A: free access Group B: low-cost access

Group B: Institutions pay US$ 1,500 per year 
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GOALI Content Home Page
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What is available through GOALI?

Contents of legal materials include

 peer-reviewed journals, 
 e- books,
 reports,
 databases, etc. 

Subject areas are, e.g., private and international law, human rights law, labor 
law, environmental law, criminal law, law of the sea, treaty law, as well as social 
sciences.    

GOALI provides 

 2,597 journals, 12,135 and 12,135 e-books.  
 2,471 of the 2,597 journals have current access.
 Sage, OUP, Wiley have the highest numbers of the resources in the total 

count.
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A Few Example of Journals in GOALI
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Brill

Elsevier

MIT Press

Cabi International

De Gruyter

ProQuest

Wiley & Son

Cambridge University Press

University of Chicago Press

Oxford University Press

Who are the Providers of Contents?
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The Role of Academic Libraries

Lillian Goldman Library, Yale Law School Cornell Law School Library
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GOALI’s Impact
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GOALI program manager Richelle Van Snellenberg: 

“Every month around 1,000 users log in to GOALI and I am very happy to hear that they use legal 
information to inform their legal research and studies, but also use resources from other 
disciplines such as environmental studies, management or psychology.”
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In a recent training I helped a law school student 
find articles on UN policy on human rights. The 
documents they were able to retrieve from GOALI 
were very good – the student was so excited.

- Onan Mulumba, Librarian and trainer, Makerere
University, Uganda

«
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How Can You Help?

 If you are a librarian and know publishers with legal resources, let them know about GOALI and 
ask them if they can contribute their resources to GOALI contents,

 Use our promotional materials to spread the word on GOALI,
 If your library has its own legal resources or resources that are related to the subject area, 

discuss within your organization about contributing to GOALI contents,
 Please reach out to institutions in the eligible countries to make them aware of the GOALI 

initiative and its legal resources contents, and
 Join GOALI or other Research4Life subcommittees and offer support of training, promotion, 

technology or fund-raising.  

Awareness
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Thank you!
Yuksel Serindag, 

Lillian Goldman Law 
Library, Yale Law School

www.ilo.org/goali
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