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UPDATES IN EUROPE 

Many countries in Europe have experienced political upheavals during the past year, following a trend toward 

right-wing nationalism over the past few years (www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36130006). While recent 

scandals involving political leaders in the far-right party elected as part of a coalition government in Austria in 

2017 (www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-48031971) led some to hope these trends may be reversing 

(www.euractiv.com/section/eu-elections-2019/news/european-mainstream-politicians-see-hope-in-downfall-of-

austrian-far-right-leader/), evidence from elections in countries such as Greece indicate continued support for 

right-leaning policies (www.bbc.com/news/world-48902766). 

 

Concerns about immigration and asylum appear to be behind many of the changing political trends across 

Europe, and have generated intense scrutiny of European Union policies, which were widely debated in the 

lead-up to the 2019 EU Parliamentary elections. These elections highlighted many of the changing trends and 

issues of concern across the EU, including immigration concerns. For an analysis of trends in the EU elections, 

and implications for the future, see: www.npr.org/2019/05/27/727293356/4-takeaways-from-the-european-

parliament-election-results. For more about EU migration policies, see the Agency for Fundamental Rights’ 

website: fra.europa.eu/en/theme/asylum-migration-borders. 

BREXIT UPDATES 

The plan for the British withdrawal from the EU (Brexit) continues to remain uncertain, although the exit date 

has been revised from March to October 31, 2019. The British government remains in turmoil, however, with 

the resignation of Prime Minister Theresa May in June. The legal, political, and economic implications of Brexit 

are vast and wide-reaching, luckily incoming European Law IG chair, Alison Shea, has compiled a handy guide 

to “Locating UK and EU Guidance on Brexit” (fcilsis.wordpress.com/2019/02/27/locating-uk-and-eu-guidance-

on-brexit), and Marilyn Raisch has shared a report on a panel from ASIL on the impact of Brexit and 

international law (fcilsis.wordpress.com/2019/04/09/asil-2019-recap-late-breaking-panel-brexit-and-

international-law/). To receive ongoing updates on the latest Brexit policies, guidance, and legal decisions, sign 

up for Middle Temple Library’s Brexit Highlights: middletemplelibrary.wordpress.com/category/brexit-highlights. 

 

A new collection of “EU Legislation and UK Law” has recently been added to the UK’s National Archives’ 

website, which provides reliable and continuously updated access to primary law: www.legislation.gov.uk/eu-

legislation-and-uk-law. Alison introduces this resource as part of her summary of the discussions which took 

place on the legal implications of Brexit at the 2019 BIALL conference: 

fcilsis.wordpress.com/2019/07/03/despatches-on-brexit-from-biall-2019/. 

INTEREST GROUP UPDATES 

The outgoing chair of the European Law IG, Erin Gow, participated in a panel with Yemisi Dina and Alex Zhang 

for a webinar on “Non-English Materials for the English Speaker” on June 6, 2019. European, African, and 

Asian resources were discussed, and the recording is available online: www.aallnet.org/recording/non-english-

materials-for-the-english-speaker. 
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The following European Law-related posts appeared on the FCIL-SIS’s blog DipLawMatic Dialogues or in the 

FCIL-SIS Newsletter (www.aallnet.org/fcilsis/resources-publications/newsletter) in 2018/19: 

 Edward T. Hart, “Book Review: The Secret Barrister: Stories of the Law and How It’s Broken,” 33(3) 

FCIL Newsletter 9 (May 2019). 

 

 Meredith Capps, “GDPR and Data Privacy at the ABA TECHSHOW,” March 13, 2019: 

https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2019/03/13/gdpr-and-data-privacy-at-the-aba-techshow/ 

 

 Julienne E. Grant, “A Taste of Scots Law (But Hold the Haggis Please),” 33(2) FCIL Newsletter 1 

(February 2019) 

 

 Erin Gow, “Resource Reviews: EUR-Lex,” 33(2) FCIL Newsletter 6 (February 2019) 

 

 Amy Flick, “From the Reference Desk: Is There An Annotated European Union Code?,” February 2019: 

https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2019/02/20/from-the-reference-desk-is-there-an-annotated-european-

union-code/ 

 

 Charles Bjork, “The Luxembourg Space Resources Act and International Law,” December 12, 2018: 

https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2018/12/12/the-luxembourg-space-resources-act-and-international-law/ 

 

 Jessica Pierucci, “IALL 2018 Recap: Special Features of Luxembourg Law, such as its Sources,” 

October 31, 2018: https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2018/10/31/iall-2018-recap-special-features-of-

luxembourg-law-such-as-its-sources/ 

 

 Erin Gow, “Working with FCIL Collections in British Law Libraries,” October 30, 2018: 

https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2018/10/30/working-with-fcil-collections-in-british-law-libraries/ 

 

 David Isom, “IALL 2018 Recap: Introduction to the Legal System of Luxembourg and Its History,” 

October 24, 2018: https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2018/10/24/iall-2018-recap-introduction-to-the-legal-

system-of-luxembourg-and-its-history/ 

 

 Meredith Capps, “IALL 2018 Recap: Privacy in European Cross-Border Settings,” October 18, 2018: 

https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2018/10/18/iall-2018-recap-privacy-in-european-cross-border-settings/ 

 

 Julienne E. Grant, “Law Librarians Convene in Luxembourg: IALL Plus One.” October 17, 2018: 

https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2018/10/17/law-librarians-convene-in-luxembourg-iall-plus-one/ 

 

 Caitlin Hunter, “IALL 2018 Recap: What is the European Union, a Union of Citizens and States, a New 

Constitutional Topos?,” October 12, 2018: https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2018/10/12/iall-2018-recap-

what-is-the-european-union-a-union-of-citizens-and-states-a-new-constitutional-topos/ 

 

 Lora Johns, “Comparative Constitutional Crises,” August 7, 2018: 

https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2018/08/07/comparative-constitutional-crises/ 
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