Transnational Legal Research –  Fall 2019

Assignment 5: The EU & Regional Intergovernmental Organizations



Instructions

1. Include your name as a running header on your submitted assignment.  You assignment should be saved as Microsoft Word Document with the file name formatted as LastNameFirstInitial_TLR_Assignment#.doc (ex. CappsM_TLR_Assignment1.doc).
2. All answers must be typed. Highlight your answers by typing them in a color other than black.

3. If you describe search queries, offset them by using bold and/or a different color font, rather placing queries in quotation marks (because quotes have a specific role in terms and connectors searching).

4. Keep these instructions and the text of the questions as part of your submitted assignment.

5. This assignment is due at noon on Wednesday, September 25th. Upload your completed assignment via the course page on Brightspace.

6. If you submit your assignment late, you must contact the instructor by email, alerting the instructor that you have uploaded it to Brightspace.  1 point will be deducted for every 12 hours an assignment is late, absent instructor permission.




1. Researching EU law:  In class, you located a 2007 EU case involving Microsoft Corporation.  In that case, the Court of Justice of the European Union reviewed an earlier decision by the European Commission.  

1.1 Locate that Commission decision and describe (1) what platform you selected to locate the decision and why you chose that platform; (2) your research process; (3) all relevant citation information that would enable another researcher to easily locate the decision; and (4) the format and languages in which the decision is available (if many languages, provide a number).  (1 point)


1.2 Locate and provide a brief description of the treaty articles that the Commission cites in its infringement determination, and describe your search process in locating the treaties.  (1 point)

2 Researching another regional IGO:  You are assigned a pro bono immigration matter representing a client from a North African nation, and are interested in African Union efforts to address “internal displacement” of persons.  Spend no more than 30 minutes researching relevant frameworks, and describe your findings and process, including whether you utilized/located primary or secondary sources, commercial platforms, the AU website, search engines, or library catalogs, how you developed search terms, etc.  (2 points)

3 [bookmark: _GoBack]Reflection:  In at least one paragraph, but no more than two, assess your research process for the  above questions.  (Questions to consider may include: In answering similar questions, could you be more efficient?  Did your research suggest other, more in-depth (or succinct sources)?  Did you identify any relevant sources that were unavailable to you?  Could you better track your research such that a colleague/classmate could replicate it?  Did you identify benefits or drawbacks to utilizing a resource in a particular format (print v. electronic)?....) (1 point)


