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FINAL PROJECT 

 For a final project, students will prepare a research memorandum and report for a hypothetical 

legal matter of their choosing involving transnational elements.  The matter can be fictional, or derived 

from an actual legal matter.  Feel free to draw on matters that you have worked on, or cases you have 

discussed in class, or read about in the news.   Your matter should be practical in nature (rather than 

academic) and involve a narrow scope of legal issues.  Frame your matter in a hypothetical practice 

setting--this may be a law firm, government agency, intergovernmental organization, or non-profit entity.   

EXAMPLE TOPIC:  My firm represents an airline based in the United States, but hoping to offer 

a new service route to Tokyo.  A partner has asked me to identify relevant legal issues that may 

arise in this transaction, and for which we should research and prepare memoranda for the client. 

Relevant issues may include identifying local and regional regulatory bodies governing air travel, 

relevant multi- and bilateral treaties, and domestic laws regarding international air travel.   

Please send me a summary of your topic (a sentence or two) via e-mail by noon on Wednesday, 

September 11th. 

1. Part I – Source Memorandum: Part I will be a memorandum, drafted by yourself in the role of 

junior attorney to a summer associate or intern in your organization tasked with conducting the 

legal research in your matter and providing you their findings.  Your memorandum should 

include a caption (to, from, re:), followed by a short paragraph length description of the matter.  

In your description, clearly identify the legal issues that you believe require research in your 

matter.   

 

The remainder of your memorandum should describe the sources that your summer 

associate/intern should consult in conducting their research.  Use subject headings to divide 

sources into logical categories, such as legal issue or source type.  You should describe why these 

sources are relevant and valuable, as well as limitations or difficulties in using these sources.   

 

In most cases, you should identify a mix of primary and secondary sources, print and electronic 

resources, and of fee/subscription resources and resources freely available on the web.  You may 

include online research guides as a source.   

 

You memorandum should be 3-5 pages, single-spaced, 12-point font, with single spaces between 

paragraphs and headings. 

 

2. Part II – Research Report:  Part II of your project will be a report providing a detailed narrative 

description of the process you used to identify relevant resources.   This may include a 

description of your process in constructing searches using keywords, filters, etc., but you need not 

include search strings or screenshots.  If your initial research revealed additional issues or 

resources, or suggested that some initial issues are not relevant, describe those findings.  Do not 

discuss substantive legal findings, except to the extent that they relate to your research process 

(ex. terms to add to searches, identification of additional research areas).  Likewise, do not 

duplicate discussion from your memorandum regarding the benefits and drawbacks of chosen 

resources, except to the extent that it bears on your research process.  The report should reflect 

your process in finding resources, the memorandum your evaluation of best resources. 
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Your report should be 4-6 pages, single-spaced, 12-point font, with single spaces between 

paragraphs and headings. 

 

For both the memorandum and the report, avoid including footnotes to describe or support each 

proposition (as it more typical in academic writing).  Explanations of sources should be included 

in the text.  You need not include full-length citations in the text or your memorandum or report, 

but you should provide enough information that the reader can identify and locate the resource on 

their own.  You may hyperlink sources for ease of reference. 

 

3. Part III – Source List: In Part III, provide an alphabetical list of resources you found that may 

be useful or relevant to your matter.   

 Please endeavor to use Bluebook format for citations.  

 Your source list must identify at least 12 sources.   

i. There is no maximum number of sources, however, you will not be awarded 

extra points for identifying an extraordinary number of sources; be thoughtful 

about which sources are most relevant.   

ii. You should discuss all 12 sources in your report, but you may opt to discuss 

fewer in you memorandum (as the memo focuses on best resources). 

 Source citations should be single-spaced, with a space between each source.   

 

4. Part IV – Self-Evaluation: In your self-evaluation, describe difficulties your encountered in 

identifying resources, ways that you could have been more efficient, whether you found using a 

research log to be beneficial (if utilized), etc.  This section should be at least ½ page, but no more 

than one page, single-spaced.   

 

Please include a page break between each part.  Your full written project should be 9 - 13 pages long 

(including page breaks). 

Your project should be uploaded as a single Microsoft Word document in the appropriate 

assignment folder on Brightspace by Friday, October 11th at noon. 

 

5. Part V – Presentation:  During our final class meeting on October 3rd, you will give a very 

brief presentation in which you describe your project.  This can be in any format you wish, 

though it should include some visual element (slides, online demonstration, etc.).  The 

presentation must be concise, lasting no more than 5 minutes, to allow time for all students to 

present.   

 

 

  



Transnational Legal Research 

Fall 2019 

 

3 
 

Final Project Grading Rubric (40 points): 

Topic Selection and 

Description:   

1. Matter was described 

in sufficient detail (1),  

2. topic selection e-mail 

submitted on time (1),  

3. matter involved 

transnational elements 

(1). 

 

____/3 points 

 

Research Memorandum and 

Report:   

1. Complies with page 

limits and formatting 

requirements (2), 

2. utilizes proper 

spelling, grammar, 

and punctuation (3), 

3. identifies and 

succinctly describes 

relevant legal issues 

(2),  

4. describes, in detail, 

research process (9), 

5. critically evaluates 

sources, describing 

benefits and weakness 

of sources, and 

recommending best 

sources (10). 

 

____/26 

points 

 

Source List:   

1. Contains minimum 

number of sources 

(12) (1),  

2. adequately describes 

sources such that 

another researcher 

could locate them 

(including reasonably 

substantial 

compliance with 

Bluebook format) (1),  

3. appropriate mix of 

source formats and 

sources identified are 

relevant to problem 

described (1). 

 

____/3 points 

 

Presentation:    

____/5 points 
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1. Complies with 

proscribed time 

expectations (1),  

2. utilizes visual aids 

(1),  

3. describes problem in a 

clear, concise manner 

(1),  

4. provides audience 

beneficial tools to 

approach similar 

problems (1),  

5. addresses difficulties 

and concerns (1). 

Self-Evaluation:   

1. critically evaluates 

research process, 

identifying successes, 

inefficiencies, etc. (3).   

 

____/3 points 

 

 

 


