
ALR: FIL Spring 2020 
 

Presentation 1: International Organizations and Courts - Feb. 13 & 20 
 
About: 
For this presentation, you will be split into 4 groups. Each group will have 50 minutes to cover a 
particular international organization or court; 2 groups will present in each class. Focus on:  

● Teaching us - its role, structure, and research best practices. Consider the materials 
produced and what role they play in your research - are they binding?  

● Training us - provide practice questions that can be completed and reviewed in the 
allotted time.  

 
Schedule:  

● Feb. 13: Organizations - Choose from 
○ OAS - Organization of American States 
○ IMF or WB - International Monetary Fund or World Bank 
○ COE - Council of Europe 
○ ILO - International Labour Organization 
○ Interpol - International Criminal Police Organization 

● Feb. 20: Courts - Choose from 
○ ICJ - International Court of Justice 
○ ICC - International Criminal Court 
○ ECtHR or IACtHR - European Court of Human Rights or InterAmerican Court of 

Human Rights 
○ IRMCT - International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals 
○ ITLOS - International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea 

 
Rubrics & Requirements:  
 
Presentation -  
 

Speaker maintains good eye contact with the audience 
and is appropriately animated (e.g., gestures, 
movement, etc.) 

Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

Speaker uses a clear, audible voice. Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

Visual aids are well prepared, informative, effective, 
and not distracting 

Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

Length of presentation is within the assigned time limits Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 
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Information was well communicated Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

Speaker significantly increases audience understanding 
and knowledge of topic 

Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

 
 
 
Practice Questions -  

● Groups should prepare 3 questions for the students that can be completed within the 
allotted time per group. These can be throughout the presentation, or you can propose 
them all together at the end.  

● These questions should test specific skills - for example, navigating organization 
websites; identifying member nations; finding particular cases based on very specific 
facts. These are usually called treasure hunt questions.  

● Question examples (that you may not copy for your presentation):  
○ From the ICJ website (http://www.icj-cij.org/) find the July 22, 2010 Advisory 

Opinion of the ICJ regarding whether the Declaration of Independence of Kosovo 
adopted on February 17, 2008 violated international law.  What was the ICJ’s 
Opinion?  Was the Opinion unanimous or split?  If split, what was the vote? 

○ Which countries are the current members of the European Free Trade 
Association (EFTA)? What is the best website to pull this information from and 
why? 

○ Locate the most recent judgment from the Court of First Instance in the Microsoft 
antitrust case. Provide the official citation to this decision. 

● Creating questions can be very difficult. Feel free, as always, to come meet with me to 
review questions or brainstorm ideas.  

● Ensure you provide the class with enough time to respond to the question. Plan for time 
to review each question and explain the answer.  

 
 

Three questions were created for the class Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

Q1: can be completed in the time allotted Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

Q1: asks a non-obvious question relevant to legal 
research 

Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

Q1: the student knows the answer to the question and 
is able to explain it 

Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 
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Q2: can be completed in the time allotted Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

Q2: asks a non-obvious question relevant to legal 
research 

Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

Q2: the student knows the answer to the question and 
is able to explain it 

Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

Q3: can be completed in the time allotted Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

Q3: asks a non-obvious question relevant to legal 
research 

Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

Q3: the student knows the answer to the question and 
is able to explain it 

Poor                                  Excellent 
     1          2          3          4          5 

 
 
Orgs -  
Be sure to include:  

● The type of organization - IGO, NGO, etc.  
● Scope/purpose and the role the organization plays in the international community - i.e., 

why is it relevant to us as legal researchers  
● Major documents produced - what are they, how are they found, how might they be 

relevant to legal research 
 
You will be evaluated on whether you include the above and your overall mastery of the subject, 
taking into consideration time limitations.  
 
Courts -  
Be sure to include:  

● Relationship to an IGO or NGO  
● Scope/purpose and the role the court plays in the international community - i.e., why is it 

relevant to us as legal researchers  
● Major documents produced - what are they, how are they found, how might they be 

relevant to legal research 
○ If decisions are published, are they binding (as precedent, as to the individual 

parties, etc.)?  
 
You will be evaluated on whether you include the above and your overall mastery of the subject, 
taking into consideration time limitations.  
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