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https://native-land.ca/
https://talkingtreaties.ca/treaties-for-torontonians/dish-with-one-spoon/



The Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-waututh 
Coast Salish Peoples

sənaʔqʷ - local place name 
totí:lt - to learn or learn something

kw'ókw'eleqw – To be curious 
https://www.firstvoices.com/

https://www.firstvoices.com/


“Indigenous" is an umbrella term for 
First Nations (status and non-status), 
Métis and Inuit. "Indigenous" refers to all 
of these groups, either collectively or 
separately, and is the term used in 
international contexts, e.g., the ‘United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples’ (UNDRIP). Recently, 
it has been associated more with 
activism than government policy and so 
has emerged, for many, as the preferred 
term”
Indigenous Terminology Guide | Queen’s University. (n.d.). 
https://www.queensu.ca/indigenous/ways-knowing/terminology-guide

.

Shuvinai Ashoona, Composition (People, Animals, and the World Holding Hands, 
2008

https://www.queensu.ca/indigenous/ways-knowing/terminology-guide


Aboriginal Law and 
Indigenous Law

Aboriginal law is a body of law, made by the courts and 
legislatures, that largely deals with the unique constitutional 
rights of Aboriginal peoples and the relationship between 
Aboriginal peoples and the Crown. Aboriginal law is largely 
found in colonial instruments (such as the Royal 
Proclamation of 1763, the Constitution Acts of 1867 and 
1982 and the Indian Act) and court decisions, but also 
includes sources of Indigenous law.

Indigenous law consists of legal orders which are rooted in 
Indigenous societies themselves. It arises from 
communities and First Nation groups across the country, 
such as Nuu Chah Nulth, Haida, Coast Salish, Tsimshian, 
Heiltsuk, and may include relationships to the land, the 
spirit world, creation stories, customs, processes of 
deliberation and persuasion, codes of conduct, rules, 
teachings and axioms for living and governing.

Making Space for Indigenous Law -
Estella White (Charleson) - Hee Naih Cha Chist

2016



Canadian Legal System



How to find current and historical acts

Federal

• Our Commons/LEGISinfo https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/en/overview

• Parliamentary Historical Resources https://parl.canadiana.ca/

• Justice Laws (official) https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/

Provincial/BC

• BC Legislative Assembly https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-
business/bills-and-legislation

• Historical debates (1970) https://www.leg.bc.ca/documents-
data/debate-transcripts/40th-parliament/5th-session

• BC Laws (not official) https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/

• CanLii Federal and Provincial https://www.canlii.org/en/
This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC.

https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/en/overview
https://parl.canadiana.ca/
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/bills-and-legislation
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/bills-and-legislation
https://www.leg.bc.ca/documents-data/debate-transcripts/40th-parliament/5th-session
https://www.leg.bc.ca/documents-data/debate-transcripts/40th-parliament/5th-session
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/
https://www.canlii.org/en/
https://flickr.com/photos/runintherain/5432070213
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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The Shortest history of the Indian Act

An Indian Act Shooting the Indian Act, 1997, By 
Lawrence Paul Yuxweluptun

To be federally recognized as an Indian either in Canada or the United States, an individual 
must be able to comply with very distinct standards of government regulation… The 

Indian Act in Canada, in this respect, is much more than a body of laws that for over a 
century have controlled every aspect of Indian life. As a regulatory regime, the Indian Act 
provides ways of understanding Native identity, organizing a conceptual framework that 
has shaped contemporary Native life in ways that are now so familiar as to almost seem 

“natural.”

 –Bonita Lawrence

• 1867 British North American Act formal imposition of European laws and policies
o Canadian Constitution created self-defined authority to create the Indian Act

• 1876 first passing
o legislation to support the government securing of Indigenous land, assimilation 

into European culture

• 1884 The “Potlatch Law” & Section 141
o Banning of potlatches and the passing down of community traditions through oral 

history

• 1951 First "major" overhaul of the Act

• 1969 The white paper

• 1970's – 2024 Bill C-31 and the activism in revitalizing Indigenous legal governance



\

Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report

• The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) 
created through a legal settlement between Residential 
Schools Survivors, the Assembly of First Nations, Inuit 
representatives and the parties responsible for creation and 
operation of the schools: the federal government and the 
church bodies.

• The TRC’s mandate was to inform all Canadians about what 
happened in residential schools and documented the truth of 
Survivors, their families, communities and anyone personally 
affected by the residential school experience.

• The TRC concluded its mandate in 2015.

https://nctr.ca/about/history-of-the-trc/truth-and-reconciliation-commission-of-
canada/ Lyle Wilson, Haisla Artist



United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
Act/UNDRIP

Qeluc’ (To Spin) / Bodies of Knowledge by Eliot White-Hill 
(Kwulasultun), 2023

UNDRIP is another legal tool empowering the 
revitalizing of Indigenous law.

In 2019 Bill 41 (The Declaration Act) received Royal 
Ascent and affirms that UNDRIP applies to the laws of 
BC. The act sets out 3 principles for its interpretation 
but most notably is the first:

"The diversity of Indigenous Peoples in BC must be 
considered, particularly their distinct languages, 
cultures, customs, practices, rights, legal traditions, 
institutions, governance structures, relationships to 
territories, and knowledge systems (what has come to 
be referred to as a ‘distinctions-based approach’)"



Pre-sentencing reports
“So Much Depends Upon Who Holds the Shovel,” by Christi Belcourt

"Despite accounting for approximately 5% of the adult population, Indigenous Peoples continue to be 
overrepresented in the federal correctional system, accounting for 28% of all federally sentenced individuals and 
32% of all individuals in custody; and Indigenous women account for 50% of all federally incarcerated women."
The Correctional Service of Canada

Gladue reports/principles a sentencing principle recognizing the racism and systemic discrimination that 
Aboriginal people face in and our the justice system.



Indigenous Courts and Justice programs in BC

‘Qa’ToBeTogether / Interwoven Landscape by Eliot 
White-Hill (Kwulasultun), 2023

First Nations/Indigenous Courts are criminal sentencing 
courts that use restorative justice and traditional ways to 
reach balance and healing. 

Native court workers provide information and guidance 
to Indigenous peoples charged with an offence at all 
stages of the criminal justice process.

Indigenous Justice Centres provide Indigenous Peoples 
with access to free legal and outreach services if they are 
facing a criminal or child protection issue.

The BC Law Institue established the Reconciling Crown 
Legal Frameworks Program to support the alignment of 
BC’s Crown legal framework with Indigenous laws.



Courthouse Libraries BC initial steps

Pattern Board by Andy Everson (Kwakwaka'wakw),  2015

• TRC working group
o Identifying how to align library 

practices  
o Indigenous subject headings
o Collections
o Artwork and welcome signs

• Outreach 
o Work with Indigenous Justice Centres 
o Native court workers
o Law Matters programming 



Indigenous Legal Materials 
in Libraries



Library 
Resources to 

Support 
Research into 

Indigenous laws 
and legal orders

“I use the term ‘legal system’ to describe state-centred legal 
systems in which law is managed by legal professionals in legal 
institutions that are separate from other social and political 
institutions. For example, Canada and other nation states have such 
central legal systems. 

In contrast, I use the term ‘legal order’ to describe law that is 
embedded in non-state social, political, economic, and spiritual 
institutions. For example, Gitksan, Cree, and Dunne za peoples have 
legal orders. Indigenous law is a part of and derives from an 
Indigenous legal order.”

 --Val Napoleon, “Thinking about Indigenous Legal Orders” 
in René Provost and Colleen Sheppard, eds, Dialogues on 
Human Rights and Legal Pluralism (Dordrecht: Springer, 
2013) 229 at 231.



Indigenous Legal Materials and Libraries

1. Resources that require deep knowledge and 
full cultural immersion

2. Resources that require some community 
connection

3. Resources that are publicly available

See Hadley Friedland, “Reflective Frameworks: Methods for 
Accessing, Understanding and Applying Indigenous Laws” (2012) 11:1 
Indigenous Law Journal 1 at 11-12.

Hannah Claus, words that are lasting, located in the atrium of the 
Faculty of Law, Queen’s University, Kingston, Canada, 

https://law.queensu.ca/about/about-the-art-in-our-atrium



Queen’s Gazette, https://www.queensu.ca/gazette/stories/indigenous-law-beyond-classroom



A Closer Look at Subject and Collecting Levels

Areas to be collected to support advanced study:
• Canadian law
• Indigenous  law and legal orders

Areas to be collected to support initial study:
• International law
• Legal philosophy
• Political and legal thought
• Law and EDII
• Feminist legal studies
• Conflict analytics

Areas to be collection to support to foundational study:
• Government
• Legal education and pedagogy
• Legal skills
• Legal materials related to other common law countries



https://homeonnativeland.com/

https://www.coursera.org/learn/
indigenous-canada

https://nctr.ca/records/reports/ https://www.whose.land/en/



Work with vendors to maximize your chance of seeing 
material related to Indigenous laws and legal orders 

Part of our Rialto 
profile



https://guides.library.queensu.ca/indigenous-and-indigenous-focused-presses

Visit websites of 
Indigenous-

focused presses 
and Indigenous-

owned 
distributors



https://goodminds.com/



Look for ways to work 
with Indigenous 
faculty and students

https://guides.library.queensu.ca/
Aboriginal-and-Indigenous-law
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