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Agenda

Introduction of presenters
Discussion
Questions
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Moderator

Yemisi Dina
(Osgoode Hall Law School
Library, York University, Toronto,
Canada)
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Presenters
r .

Isaac Oloruntimilehin
(Free Knowledge Africa)
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Presenters

Alaafiabami Oladipupo
(Free Knowledge Africa)
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Presenters
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(Free Knowledge Africa)

3 I I YOUR LEGAL
KNOWLEDGE NETWORK™




Presenters
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Discussion

Can you tell us about the project?

How long has it been in existence?

What motivated you to create these tools?
What kind information do you have on them?
What are the challenges you've experienced in
creating these tools?
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Free Knowledge Africa: Our Journey



Our Story

Why did we start Free Knowledge Africa?

e Identified a gap: Limited access to African historical
knowledge

e Passion for digital preservation and open knowledge

e Vision: To make cultural works freely accessible

Impact Goal: "We believe knowledge should be free, and history
should be preserved for future generations."




What We Have Achieved So Far: %

J

Reached out to Libraries, Archives, and Cultural Heritage
Institutions

Partnered with institutions to digitize historical works
Organized advocacy training for librarians, legal experts,
and historians

Established a growing GLAM open-access community in
Nigeria




Impact So Far v

-> Digitization of Nigerian Pre-colonial and Post-colonial
Newspapers

-> Training events with over 200 professionals in attendance

=> Publicdomain.ng website



2023 Public Domain Day Celebration at the National Library of Free Knowledge Africa Team at the Plateau State ICT

Nigeria, Kwara State Branch Development Agency




Free Knowledge Africa Team at the National Museum Jos Free Knowledge Africa Team at a cultural heritage site in Gunnung

Village, Pilgani, Langtang North, Plateau State
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Public Domain and Historical Knowledge Training at the National 2024 Public Domain Day Celebration in collaboration with
Library of Nigeria, FCT Branch National Institute of Advanced Legal Studies and Nigerian
Copyright Commission



Open Sharing and the 21st Century Librarian training at the National Library of Nigeria

headquarters, Nigeria
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Challenges Faced During the Project

o What We Faced:

o Bureaucracy in institutions

o Limited funding for large-scale digitization

o Need for capacity-building among librarians and stakeholders
e How We Overcame Them:

o Advocacy & stakeholder engagement

o Training & workshops for knowledge-sharing

o Exploring partnerships for financial support



Innovations & Opportunities in GLAM

Trends Shaping GLAM Digitization:

€ Open-access archives & digital repositories
€ Al & machine learning for automated indexing
€ Collaborative knowledge-sharing networks

Opportunities for Collaboration:

€ Grants & funding for digitization projects
€ International consortiums for knowledge exchange



Public Domain Digitization Project

Public Domain Digitization Project is an initiative by Free
Knowledge Africa, in partnership with Libraries and Cultural
Heritage Institutions, dedicated to making public domain works

accessible to all.

Our mission is to digitize, preserve, and share Nigeria’s rich
cultural and historical heritage, allowing anyone to explore and
learn from these valuable resources.



https://freeknowledgeafrica.org/
https://freeknowledgeafrica.org/

What is on publicdomain.ng?
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Nigerian Newspapers in the Public Domain
Nigerian Government Publication Collection
Nigerian History in Pictures

Books on Nigeria’s Literary Heritage
Nigerian Public Figure Portraits




A1 v | fx SN

A B c D E F G H
1 |SIN = | Type of Creative Work = Title = Name of Creator = Date of Creation = Year = Username = Eligibility =
2 1 Sound Recording Ewo ljamba Moto King Sunny Ade 1967 1967 Haylad Eligible
3 2 Broadcast Announcement of Nigeria's Independer Sir Emmanuel Omatsola Oct 1, 1960 1960 Haylad Eligible
4 3 Picture Image of Sir Ahmadu Bello at Nigeria's Unknown Oct 1, 1960 1960 Haylad Eligible
5 4 Book Grammar of Yoruba Language Bishop Samuel Ajayi Crowther 1852 1852 Haylad Eligible
6 5 Sound Recording Omo Oba Sijuwade King Sunny Ade 1967 1967 GenJoshua  Eligible
7 6 Sound Recording Awa Arawa King Sunny Ade 1968 1968 Gen Joshua  Eligible
8 7 Sound Recording An W'oba King Sunny Ade 1968 1968 Gen Joshua  Eligible
9 8 Sound Recording Alli Mekudi King Sunny Ade 1968 1968 Gen Joshua  Eligible
10 9 Sound Recording Col. Benjamin Adékunle King Sunny Ade 1968 1968 Gen Joshua  Eligible
11 10 Sound Recording Alujonu Onijita King Sunny Ade 1968 1968 Gen Joshua  Eligible
12 11 Sound Recording Ibilekeleke King Sunny Ade 1970 1970 Gen Joshua  Eligible
13 12 Sound Recording Oluku King Sunny Ade 1970 1970 GenJoshua  Eligible
14 13 Sound Recording Egbe Igbimo biw Sewelude King Sunny Ade 1970 1970 Gen Joshua  Eligible
15 14 Sound Recording Mo gbinla mi soko King Sunny Ade 1970 1970 Gen Joshua  Eligible
16 15 Sound Recording Ibi Ise bari King Sunny Ade 1970 1970 GenJoshua  Eligible
17 16 Sound Recording lja Pari King Sunny Ade 1970 1970 GenJoshua  Eligible
=  Cleaned Sheet v Analysis v Dashboard ~
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1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946

SIN

B

1930 Sound Recording
1931 Sound Recording
1932 Sound Recording
1933 Sound Recording
1934 Sound Recording
1935 Sound Recording
1936 Sound Recording
1937 Sound Recording
1938 Sound Recording
1939 Sound Recording
1940 Sound Recording
1941 Sound Recording
1942 Sound Recording
1943 Artwork

1944 Sound Recording

Agene

Alelemhe

Odifiri
Obomhukpo

Omo

Elelembe
lkpelemhe

We Umamhe
Oruko L'agba Oye

Oluwa Ni Mo Gbokan Mi Le

Awon Olote

Eleda Mi F'ona Han Mi
Late Fajemirokun
Benin Chiefs
Okponoge

Cleaned Sheet v Analysis ¥ Dashboard ~
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Chief Anco Momodu & His Natul
Chief Anco Momodu & His Natul
Chief Anco Momodu & His Natul
Chief Anco Momodu & His Natui
Chief Anco Momodu & His Natul
Chief Anco Momodu & His Natul
Chief Anco Momodu & His Natul
Chief Anco Momodu & His Natul
Mayor Sule Aghoola

Mayor Sule Agboola

Mayor Sule Agboola

Mayor Sule Agboola

Mayor Sule Aghoola

N. W. Thomas

Chief Anco Momodu & His Natul

1909-1910

1970
1970
1970
1970
1970
1970
1970
1970
1971
1971
1971
1971
1971

1970

G

1970 Atibrarian
1970 Atibrarian
1970 Atibrarian
1970 Atibrarian
1970 Atibrarian
1970 Atibrarian
1970 Atibrarian
1970 Atibrarian
1971 Atibrarian
1971 Atibrarian
1971 Atibrarian
1971 Atibrarian
1971 Atibrarian
Atibrarian
1970 Atibrarian

H
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Not Eligible
Eligible
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Over 2752 works digitized! m

Public Domain Enjoy free access to public domain works in Nigeria ﬁ ¥y Q

Enjoy free access to public domain works in
Nigeria!

Show All Books Government Publications Images Newspapers Public Figures
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Over 2752 works digitized!
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https://publicdomain.ng/nigerian-government-publications-collection/




Future Plans KD

—

Have a search engine and Al agent feature that can bring
out key stories in history by searching keywords

To create a comprehensive database of all public domain
works in Nigeria

To expand this initiative to other African countries




Call to Action — Join Us!

Ways to Get Involved:

e Participate in ongoing projects
e Suggest collaborations & partnerships
e Share expertise to strengthen the community

Links & Contact:

e Publicdomain.ng | FreeKnowledgeAfrica.org
o info@freeknowledgeafrica.org



http://publicdomain.ng
http://freeknowledgeafrica.org
mailto:info@freeknowledgeafrica.org

Thank You



Questions?




Thank You!
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