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In This Issue: 

 

From the Editor 

 

 

Dear GD-SIS Members, 

 

Many of us are making the transition to slightly more 

normal circumstances, even though sometimes it 

feels like its one step forward and two steps back.  

In this issue we have a report from the 2021 FDL con-

ference (still virtual), although we are looking for-

ward to the AALL annual meeting being back in per-

son again this summer.  Many thanks to the contrib-

utors to this issue! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rebecca Kunkel 
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Dear GD-SIS, 
 
It has been a relatively quiet year for the SIS. It was great to see many of you at our social event 
coordinated by Larry Meyer and Ed Hart surrounding the FDLP conference. Congratulations to all 
the trivia winners. 
 
The grants committee is offering 2 travel grants to this year's conference in addition to the Maclay 
grant for students. The deadline to apply is Friday, April 29, 2022. If you plan on attending please 
think about applying for a travel grant. 
 
Unfortunately, the programming committee did not sponsor any AALL sessions this year and the 
current conference program schedule as of this writing has not been published. 
 
The nominations committee will be looking for members to run for office. I hope many of you will 
think about volunteering to run.  The SIS needs to elect a new vice-chair and member at large for 
the upcoming year. 
 
I hope to see some of you in Denver so long as the conference remains in person. The board has 
decided that our annual business meeting will be held virtually again this year (this was recom-
mended by AALL). Once we finalize the date and time we will disseminate that information. If you 
have any questions or comments, please feel free to reach out to me or anyone else on the board. 
My email address is sethqs@umich.edu.   

Message from the Chair 
 

Seth Quidachay-Swan 

Assistant Director for Collections & Access Services and Librarian 

University of Michigan Law Library  
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 This virtual meeting commemorated the fifteenth anniversary of Technical Report Archive & Image 

Library (TRAIL), a digital library of over 89,000 U.S. government technical reports. Sinai Wood, Associate Pro-

fessor and Documents Librarian at Baylor University began by stating the mission of TRAIL, which is to ensure 

the preservation, discoverability and persistent open access to government technical publications regardless 

of form or format. Then she provided an overview of where documents originate from and how they are pro-

cessed. They are first identified by librarians, individuals or donors who contact TRAIL about these federal 

technical reports. Then the working group will decide if they will be accepted, who will then contact the Uni-

versity of Arizona, where the central processing site is located. The documents are then sent to the Universi-

ty of North Texas (UNT), where they will get digitized.  

 The public can access the documents by going to the TRAIL guides page (https://trailguides.crl.edu/

series) where content is divided by government agencies then series. Each series is linked to a Google 

spreadsheet with each document, their catalog number and link to where they are located online, at the Uni-

versity of North Texas Digital Libray or Hathi Trust website.  

 Laura Sare, Associate Professor and Government Information Librarian at Texas A&M University 

went on to define what a technical report is. They are documentation of scientific or technical research and 

are often more in-depth than a scientific journal article. Before TRAIL, these documents did not have title-

level cataloging, were in different formats and were not available online. The TRAIL search interface (http://

www.technicalreports.org/trail/search/) has advanced search capabilities, where you can search based on 

author, publication year, report number, or issuing agency. There is also a widget available to add to universi-

ty library libguides.  

 The current project TRAIL is working on is the microcard digitization project. Jen Kirk, Government 

Information Librarian at Utah State University explained that there were 33,000 technical reports from the 

Atomic Energy Commission that were housed at the University of Arizona on thousands of microcards. The 

microcards were sent to UNT to be digitized through a commercial vendor and then for each digital file given, 

Federal Depository Library Conference  

Technical Report Archive & Image Library at 15  

 

 

Mimi Byun 

UNT MLIS Candidate 
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individual report pages were divided by hand. Reports are then sent to the TRAIL processing group where 

they are cataloged and posted online (https://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/TRAMC/). While the 

digitization portion of the project is already completed, only 2% have been posted online.  

 TRAIL has a media kit (https://www.crl.edu/trail-media-kit) that is now available and has a quarterly 

newsletter and a listserv to keep the public updated about meetings and initiatives. In addition, because 

TRAIL is run through volunteers, they encourage becoming a member through institutional memberships (50 

universities are currently members) or individual membership if you are not associated with an institution on 

the member list at no cost. Volunteers can join one or more working groups, such as the Metrics Working 

Group or Collections Working Group.  

 TRAIL lastly invites any government technical reports that libraries or other institutions may be 

weeding. They have also been identifying document needs and posting it on FDLP eXchange to fill in the gaps 

of series that they already have documents for. They hope to post this same information to the GovDocs 

listserv soon as well. Advertising for these needs is challenging due to the lack of cataloging on a national 

level.  

 For the future direction of TRAIL, they hope to partner with other institutions and government agen-

cies for content, discovery, and funding. Also, they want to include other universities in the cataloging that is 

done at the University of Arizona and are open to input to generally improve their workflow.  

 During the Question and Answer portion of the meeting, it came out that TRAIL documents are 

different from OSTI or NTIS initiatives because they only work with content that has not been digitized al-

ready by federal agencies, although there are exceptions. TRAIL is also not limited to STEM content and 

would be open to digitize material if it was requested by a member university or academic library. They 

would also look into the Internet Archive to identify more documents to include, but up to now the collec-

tions consist of tangible content.  

 It was impressive to see the overview of work that was completed to collect, digitize and make avail-

able online tens of thousands of technical reports from different government agencies mostly accomplished 

through volunteers. Once the workflow is established, it can be more consistent than other government 

agencies who digitize and publish government documents because the work is not affected by budgetary 

restraints, staffing changes, or an agency change of focus. Also, it was interesting to learn about different 

applications of the documents, such as STEM librarians providing resources, historians of technology or sci-

ence doing research, and fiction writers looking for immersive material. 
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Officers 
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Chair: Seth Quidachay-Swan sethqs@umich.edu 

Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: Jacob Hurst Jacob@stu.edu 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sheri Huppert Sheri.huppert@courts.state.mn.us 

Past Chair: Judith Simms judith.simms@rutgers.edu 

Member-at-Large: Rebecca Kunkel rjk178@law.rutgers.edu 

Advocacy Committee:  Larry Meyer larrym@sblawlibrary.org 

FDLP Task Force:  Kate Irwin-Smiler irwinsc@wfu.edu 

Grants Committee:  Melanie Sims notmes@lsu.edu 

Nominations Committee:  Eric Young Eric.young@usd.edu 

Program Committee:  Jacob Hurst Jacob@stu.edu 

Publications Committee: Ed Hart  Edward.hart@untdallas.edu 

Webmaster:  Stacy Fowler sfowler@stmarytx.edu 

  

  


