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At the beginning of the service year, committee members were introduced to one another and received 

the following information: a review of our charge, previous annual reports of the committee, 

notification of recent changes, and an invitation for ideas. Two members have volunteered to assist with 

drafting and posting notifications for the GLL community as well as writing an article for the GLL 

newsletter.  

During the fall and early winter months, we completed one major task of collecting edits for our 

webpage and all linked pages. We needed to update the pages to reflect the changes of the committee: 

all awards are open for nominations every year instead of on a rotating basis and the creation of a new 

award, the Professional Publication Award. The site updates also included new forms for the new award 

and easier navigation between pages. And we changed they forms names and websites to reflect the 

change from SCCLL to GLL. 

In December, Paula and Cathy volunteered to draft the 2016 call for nominations email. Paula forwarded 

our updated call for nominations to the AALL-GLL, AALL-all members, LawLib and other lists to cast as 

wide a net as possible. She has sent out the call for nominations twice with plans to send out a third call 

this month.  

After a careful review of the nominees submitted on the March 1st deadline, we selected the following 

winners:  

-The Bethany J. Ochal Award for Distinguished Service to the Profession- Rita Dermody, retired 

from Public Law Library of King County 

-Law Library Advocate Award- Honorable Vince Ryan, Harris County Attorney 

-Connie E. Bolden Publications Award- Joel Fishman for his series of indexes, including: The Index 

to J. of Supreme Court History (1976-2015), The Index to the PA Bar Association Quarterly (1929-

2015), Index to the PA Family Lawyer (1980-2014) and The Bibliography of Library History (2000-

2013). 

-Professional Publication Award: 

James Durham & Steven Anderson for “A Safe Haven”, AALL Spectrum, March 2015 
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Bonnie Shucha for "Engaging the Third Sovereign: The Nature, Reach, and Sources of Tribal Law," 

Wisconsin Lawyer May 2015 

In March and April, we notified winners and gathered their contact information to submit to the board 

for supervisor notification. We also publicized the winners through the GLL listserv. We emailed the 

webmaster for the GLL webpages, Mary Jo Lazun, and requested the Awards pages be updated to reflect 

the 2016 winners. We also submitted the award information to the GLL newsletter for publication. 

Mr. Vince Ryan, winner of the Law Library Advocate Award, expressed interest in attending our GLL 

Breakfast. James Durham, our liaison, worked with the board to honor him as our VIP Guest. We are 

currently working with Mariann Sears of the Harris County Law Library to have this proceed. Members 

of the Awards Committee are excited to escort Mr. Ryan where needed in Chicago.  

In Chicago, the chair will pick up the plaques for the business meeting and mail the plaques to recipients 

not at the meeting. We plan to take a group picture for the fall GLL newsletter. We would also like to 

include a brief article on our GLL VIP, Mr. Vince Ryan, and the contributions he has made to law libraries. 

In the future, we suggest the following considerations: 

-There were a couple issues brought to light during the nomination and award process. First, 

distinguishing between scholarly publications and professional publications. In this instance, we 

contacted one nominee and requested to shift his nomination to another category after viewing the 

submission. It might be of help to clarify what is considered a scholarly publication vs. professional. 

Second, one nominee disclosed to us that she accidently thought this award was for the Government 

Documents SIS. She was sincere in her intentions and stated she intended to join GLL-SIS in the future. 

The committee decided to allow her nomination to proceed if she did join our SIS and submit to us a 

confirmation. We believe this to be a random oversight and do not foresee this occurring again. 

-State a time period for publication of scholarly publications. For example, must have been published in 

the past 2-3 years.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Holly Gale 

 

 


