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Learning from Each Other 

This is my second “View from the Chair” column, and as I am writing it the 

most controversial thing going on is the vote to change the name “American 

Association of Law Libraries” to “Association for Legal Information.”  As chair 

of the GLL-SIS, I was part of the group that came up with that name, along 

with the chairs of the ALL-SIS and the PLLIP-SIS, the Special Interest Section 

Council Chair, the Chapter Council Chair, the AALL Board, and of course, 

Mission Minded, the company hired to assist in the Rebranding Initiative.   

Everyone at the table seemed very pleased with the new name, and seemed 

to support it.  At least three California county law librarians did: John Adkins, 

Director of the San Diego Law Library, me, and Maryruth Storer, GLL-SIS 

Immediate Past Chair, who was quoted in the Spectrum: 

“I know change is difficult for everyone. I’m a traditionalist and I was a history 

major, so there’s a nice history to the current name. But it is American 

Association of Law Libraries. That’s an association of places, and the work 

that all of us do now is not limited to four walls in a place that’s called a 

library. We are providing legal information throughout our communities and 

[the name Association for Legal Information] helps to emphasize how broad 

our mission is now.” 

During the process of coming up with the new name, I heard others express 

views that I had never thought of before.  When the vote on the new name 

was announced, I saw comments on AALLNET that expressed views I had 

never considered.  When I was finally able to express my support during the 

second Town Hall meeting (traffic was so busy I hadn’t been able to get in at 

the beginning), I received questioning emails about the process, which I tried 

to answer as best I could. I did not consider those emails rude or to be 

personal attacks against me, just emails from people trying to understand 

the process. 
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View from the Chair, continued  

Kelly Browne, Chair   

I support and voted for the name change for a variety of reasons.  I thought it 

would allow those government law libraries that could afford to do so send 

“paraprofessionals” to AALL educational events. I thought it a vast 

improvement over “American Association of Law Libraries.” (An Association is 

an organization of people, not Libraries). I liked the acronym, ALI, 

pronounced “Ally,” which to me means we will impart our knowledge of legal 

information to our users, customers, and patrons with friendly, excellent 

customer service. I still consider myself to be a “Librarian,” and I thought the 

new name allowed me to remain a Librarian, even though others consider 

themselves to be Information Professionals.  I thought the new name 

included members who consider themselves to be Information Professionals 

as well. 

[Ed. Note: The vote to change AALL to ALI failed by a vote of 1998 opposed 

and 496 in favor.] 

GLL News is published three times a year (Fall, Winter/Spring, and Summer) by the Government Law Libraries SIS.  The deadline for the next 

issue is June 10, 2016. Please contact the Editor, Holly Gerber, at hlgerber@tarrantcounty.com with questions, comments, suggestions and 

submissions.  

The Government Law Libraries SIS does not assume any responsibility for the statements advanced by the contributors in this newsletter.  

The opinions expressed in GLL News are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the GLL SIS. 
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From The Editor’s Desk 

Holly Gerber, Tarrant County Law Library (TX) 

This issue includes valuable information on available grants to attend the 

2016 Equal Justice Conference and the 2016 AALL Annual Meeting in 

Chicago.  In addition, information on the candidates for the upcoming GLL 

election can be found beginning on page 12.  The articles for this issue 

follow a common theme: technology.  We have information on free 

technology tools, creating a new library website, and starting a Facebook 

page for your library.   

“During the process of 

coming up with the new 

name, I heard others 

express views that I had 

never thought of 

before.”   



AALL Announcements 
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AALL Branding Initiative: Tagline Survey Now Open 

AALL wants to include your insights in the next step of the branding project, 

which is tagline development. We have created a five-question survey to 

gather member perspectives about what out tagline should communicate. 

The goal of a tagline is to quickly and clearly communicate to everyone what 

we do and the value we offer. With that in mind, your suggestions for positive 

and compelling words and phrases that communicate value are important to 

the success of this project. The survey will be open March 2 through March 

15 and the results will be used to help develop our tagline. Your thoughtful 

consideration and participation will help shape the future of the Association 

and the profession as we better communicate who we are and what we do. 

We also welcome you to share your stories about how you, or another 

librarian, has demonstrated value on the "AALL Branding Initiative" My 

Communities discussion (please use "Story:" at the beginning of the subject 

line). Stories help illustrate the benefits of law librarians clearly and concisely 

and will be incorporated into our messaging. We encourage you to use this 

new e-community for any comments you may have. 

Your Bright Idea = One Great Poster 

Have you implemented an innovative program in your library? Perhaps you've 

created a set of best practices to apply in the workplace. Or maybe you'd like 

to share new classroom techniques, findings from a research project, or a 

practical problem-solving effort. Poster sessions—have been a popular recent 

addition to our conference. This year's selections will once again be on 

display in the exhibit hall—your good idea could benefit your fellow 

colleagues! Submit your proposal online by April 15. 

Apply for an AALL Annual Meeting Grant 

AALL Annual Meeting Grants cover registration costs at either the Annual 

Meeting or its associated workshops. Individuals eligible for the Experienced 

Member Grant are active members with five or more years of AALL or AALL 

chapter membership. Individuals eligible for the Student/New Member Grant 

are student members of AALL or an AALL chapter, or active members with 

less than five years of AALL or AALL chapter membership. Be sure to submit 

your application by April 1. 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AALLtagline
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AALLtagline
http://community.aallnet.org/communities/community-home?CommunityKey=8f77602a-c291-4db3-ae93-44318e039851
http://community.aallnet.org/communities/community-home?CommunityKey=8f77602a-c291-4db3-ae93-44318e039851
http://community.aallnet.org/communities/community-home?CommunityKey=8f77602a-c291-4db3-ae93-44318e039851
http://www.aallnet.org/conference/education/call-for-ideas/call-for-poster-sessions.html
http://hq.aallnet.org/events/poster-sessions-form.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/mm/Member-Resources/grants/annual-meeting-grants
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The GLL Grants Committee wishes to remind our members that the following 

grant opportunities are presently available: 

Three (3) grants of $1,500 each to attend the 2016 Equal Justice 

Conference to be held in Chicago, IL; May 12-14, 2016. Application 

Deadline: 5 p.m. EST, Friday, March 11, 2016 

One (1) AALL Annual Meeting Registration Grant sponsored by Thomson 

Reuters. Chicago, IL; July 16-19, 2016. Application Deadline: 5 p.m. EDT, 

Friday, April 8, 2016 

Three (3) grants of $1,500 each to attend the 2016 AALL Annual Meeting to 

be held in Chicago IL; July 16-19, 2016. Application Deadline: 5 p.m. EDT, 

Friday, April 8, 2016 

To apply for any of these grants, please review the rules for applying for GLL 

Grants 

http://www.aallnet.org/sections/sccll/meetings/Scholarships-and-Grants 

The GLL Grant Application Form can be found at: 

http://www.aallnet.org/sections/sccll/meetings/Scholarships-and-

Grants/GLLGrantForm.pdf 

2015/2016 GLL Grants Committee: 

 Regina Smith, Chair 

 Sandy Marz  

 Christine Morton 

 Carol Suhre  

 Jessica Van Buren  

 Gail Warren  

 Board Liaison – James Durham 

 

 

 

 

GLL Grants 

GLL Grants Committee 

http://www.aallnet.org/sections/sccll/meetings/Scholarships-and-Grants
http://www.aallnet.org/sections/sccll/meetings/Scholarships-and-Grants/GLLGrantForm.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/sections/sccll/meetings/Scholarships-and-Grants/GLLGrantForm.pdf


Free Tech Tools for Law Librarians 

Emily Lawson, University of Houston O’Quinn Law Library (TX) 

Technology has changed the way law libraries operate and everyday law 

librarians use a number of expensive databases and technologies to do our 

jobs. However, technology does not have to be expensive. There are many 

free tools available that can help you with a number of law library-related 

tasks such as teaching, gathering and organizing information, and 

researching on the web. All of the tools discussed below are either entirely 

free or provide a free version that anyone can use. The free versions may not 

have as many features as the premium or pro options, but they will at least 

provide you with the basic functionality of the tool and allow you to evaluate 

whether or not it may be right for you. 

Pump Up Your Presentations 

If you are tired of using PowerPoint, and you think your audience might be 

too, you will be happy to know that there are other options that can make 

your presentations more dynamic. Prezi has emerged as a popular 

alternative to PowerPoint. Rather than using a linear progression of slides, it 

allows presenters to zoom around a presentation canvas to better 

demonstrate how concepts are related to one another. A newer option is 

Emaze, a cloud-based presentation software that allows you to use 3D and 

2D design templates to create lively presentations. Another way to shake up 

your presentations is to introduce an audience response system that will 

allow you to engage and assess your students in real-time. Popular choices 

include Socrative and Poll Every-where, which both let presenters ask 

multiple choice, true/false, and short answer questions and immediately 

view responses. 

Create Custom Videos 

If you like to create video tutorials for your library users and students, there 

are several free software options available. If you want to demonstrate how 

to do something online such as search your library catalog or register for a 

database, you might try Screencast-o-Matic, which allows you to capture 

short videos of your screen and share them with others. If you want to make 

animated videos with voice overs, try Adobe Voice for you iPad. This free app 

allows you to choose images and music for your video as well as record your 

own audio content for each segment. Finally, for those who want to make 

more interactive tutorials, you can use Zaption. This software allows you to 

add text and questions to videos, so that the viewer is more engaged with 

the material. 
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https://prezi.com/
https://www.emaze.com/?emazehome
http://www.socrative.com/
https://www.polleverywhere.com/
http://screencast-o-matic.com/home
https://standout.adobe.com/voice/
https://www.zaption.com/
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Market Your Library Like a Pro 

For those of you who are in charge of creating marketing materials for you 

library such as signs and brochures, Canva can make your life a little easier. 

This online tool allows users to easily create graphic designs using images 

and ready-made templates. Many of the images are free or users can choose 

to license an image for only $1. If you need to simple way to visually convey a 

lot of information about your library, you might want to try using infographic 

software such as Easel.ly. The Easel.ly website provides customizable 

infographic templates that you can use to creatively display information such 

as library usage statistics or collection information. 

Gather Information With Ease 

Sometimes you may need to gather information from a number of people. 

Luckily, there are also tools that can help you conveniently collect and 

organize this information. If you are trying to get people to sign up for a class 

or project, give Sign Up Genuis a try. With this tool, you just build a custom 

signup sheet, send the link to all interested parties, and each person can 

sign up online. If you need a little more information from people, you can use 

Google Forms, which lets you create customizable online surveys and forms 

with a variety of question options such as multiple choice, dropdown menus, 

checkboxes, short answer, and paragraphs. The information provided by 

respondents is automatically filled into a Google Docs spreadsheet for easy 

analysis. Finally, if you want to find a convenient time for multiple people to 

meet, send them all a Doodle poll. This scheduling tool allows several people 

to indicate their availability and find the perfect time to get together. 

Surf the Web Smarter 

Most of us spend a considerable amount of time researching information 

found on the web. A number of free browser tools exist to make web 

searching easier. For instance, if you find it difficult to read some websites 

and blogs because of ads and other distractions on the site, try installing 

Clearly on your browser. This add-on, for Firefox and Chrome, cleans up 

websites and makes them easier to read. [Ed. Note: it appears that Evernote 

stopped supporting Clearly in January 2016. Evernote now refers users to 

their Web Clipper extension to utilize some of the most popular features from 

Clearly]. Sometimes when you are web browsing, you may also come across 

a link to a statute or case that you would like to see. If you install Jureeka! in 

Chrome or Firefox, those citations will become hyperlinks that will take you 

directly to free online versions of the materials. A final helpful browser add-on 

Free Tech Tools for Law Librarians, continued 

Emily Lawson, University of Houston O’Quinn Law Library (TX) 

https://www.canva.com/
http://www.easel.ly/
http://www.signupgenius.com/
https://www.google.com/forms/about/
http://doodle.com/
https://evernote.com/webclipper/?var=c
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-us/firefox/addon/jureeka-6636/
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Kane County Law Library & Self Help Legal Center worked in conjunction with 

Kane County IT staff to design a new website, with the goal of quickly 

directing people to the individualized information they need. The website’s 

URL is http://www.kclawlibrary.org and the Library’s slogan, “We help people 

find answers.  We are open to all!” is featured prominently in both the look 

and feel of the new site. Created in responsive design, the website offers a 

user-friendly display through your mobile device, tablet or computer screen. 

Now, visitors to the website can find quick links to some of the most often 

sought information in Kane County such as locating an attorney, accessing 

Local Court Rules and finding legal forms. There are also three quick 

reference icons on the new site—“I am representing myself”, “I am a legal 

professional” and “I want to find…” to help guide those visiting the site to the 

area most useful for them. 

Director Halle Cox says while the new website will be another layer of 

support for searchers of legal information in Kane County, it is in no way a 

substitute for the in-person guidance law library staff can provide to the 

general public and to legal professionals. Cox said, “The new website is only 

one of the many resources the Kane County Law Library offers to help 

individuals navigate the legal arena and we hope you will find its redesign as 

user-friendly as we consider the staff at our library to be.” 

The new website will also alert visitors to breaking legal topics such as the 

recent changes to the Divorce and Parenting laws and terminology and links 

to one-of-a-kind forms such as a recent Parenting Plan encompassing the 

new changes in the Family Law and Marital Act. 

is Resurrect Pages, which will let you to access a webpage that is no longer 

available due to a broken link or other issue. Available for Firefox, this add-on 

provides easy access to cached versions of websites so that you can still 

view the information you need. 

Reprinted with permission from the Fall 2015 issue of the SWALL Bulletin. 

Free Tech Tools for Law Librarians, continued 

Emily Lawson, University of Houston O’Quinn Law Library (TX) 

Kane County Law Library’s New Website Features Help for the 

Public 

Ellen Schmid, Kane County Law Library (IL) 

“Director Halle Cox says 

while the new website will 

be another layer of support 

for searchers of legal 

information in Kane 

County, it is in no way a 

substitute for the in-person 

guidance law library staff 

can provide to the general 

public and to legal 

professionals.”  

http://www.kclawlibrary.org
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-us/firefox/addon/resurrect-pages/
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Kane County Law Library & Self Help Legal Center served nearly 6000 

individuals last year. This year Cox hopes the new website will provide 

helpful resources to the online community as well. “The goal,” Cox says, “Is 

to not only be the most user-friendly law library in person, but online as 

well.” 

To go to the Law Library in person, visit the second floor of the Kane County 

Judicial Center at 37W777 Route 38, St. Charles, IL 60175 weekdays, M-F 

8:30 am-4:30 pm. Wednesdays open till 8:00 pm. 

Kane County Law Library’s New Website Features Help for the 

Public, continued 

Ellen Schmid, Kane County Law Library (IL) 
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Figuring Out Facebook @ #LLRL 

Jessica Lundgren, Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 

Jessica Lundgren is a senior law librarian at the Maine State Law and 

Legislative Reference Library in Augusta, Maine. Established by statute as a 

service office of the Maine Legislature, the Library provides legal and 

governmental information services to the people of Maine, their 

government, and the legal community. 

One of the first projects assigned to me when I joined the Maine State Law 

and Legislative Reference Library (LLRL) last April was to create its Facebook 

Page.  A Facebook user since 2008, but a non-millennial with no marketing 

experience, I was enthusiastic and nervous.  

Many public libraries have embraced Facebook and other social media 

platforms as tools for promoting their programs and engaging their 

communities. But LLRL is different. As an office of the Maine Legislature, the 

Law Library has a strict mission to provide nonpartisan service. It actually 

needs to avoid engagement on potentially political issues that might turn up 

in Facebook comments.  It rarely hosts programs, and – let’s face it – it’s 

easier to get people excited about Harry Potter than Sutherland on Statutory 

Construction. Further, the Law Library was the first nonpartisan office 

approved by the Legislative Council to have a Facebook Page and it 

continues to be the only office operating one. In other words, the Law Library 

was boldly going where no nonpartisan office of the Maine Legislature had 

gone before.  

We started this project by asking questions and doing research. Ultimately, 

three questions guided us through the planning phase: Do we need a 

Facebook Page? What do we have to say? How do we manage our online 

presence vis-à-vis user comments?  

Do we need a Facebook Page? 

LLRL is also the State Law Library of Maine and we are committed to our 

mission of public access. Many internet users expect organizations, public 

and private, to have Facebook Pages and so we consider our Page to be a 

service to our patrons.  Having a Facebook Page is also a great opportunity 

to explain and promote the Law Library’s services and resources to patrons 

and other institutions.  
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Figuring Out Facebook @ #LLRL, continued 

Jessica Lundgren, Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 

What do we have to say? 

As the voice of a state legislative office, we carefully considered the content 

that we would post and made a detailed list of ideas before we launched our 

Page. Our posts typically highlight our collections, services, the work of the 

Law Library staff, and the State House and its grounds. Regular features 

include Staff Picks, New @ LLRL, Scenes from the Maine State House, and 

Inside the Legislature. 

How do we manage our online presence vis-à-vis user comments?  

Page moderation was one of our biggest concerns. We wanted to avoid the 

negative comment environment that many websites and online forums face, 

and, as a nonpartisan office of the Legislature, we needed to avoid becoming 

a forum for political discussion. First, we investigated the ability to disable 

comments on Facebook altogether, but this is not possible. Instead, we rely 

on Facebook’s profanity filter and we do not post content that might elicit 

debate (e.g. news articles). 

Nevertheless, inappropriate comments are always possible and there were 

legal issues to consider such as free speech, intellectual property, privacy, 

record retention, and access to public information. We adopted a social 

media policy covering these topics, which we posted to the Notes tab of our 

Facebook Page. 

Status update 

LLRL’s Facebook Page has been up and running for eight months, and we 

consider it a success. So far, the most challenging aspect of managing the 

Page is regularly producing content that falls within our limitations. Unlike 

Twitter, though, keeping a Facebook Page up-to-date can be done with 

weekly or biweekly posts, which minimizes investment of staff time. Only one 

potentially negative comment has been posted, but it was caught by the 

profanity filter and remained hidden from public view. We have a modest 

182 Likes, but we are hesitant to use this as a measure of success as we 

consider the Page a public service. 

We received valuable advice and assistance from libraries that already had 

established Facebook Pages. Please feel free to contact LLRL if we can be of 

assistance to your library. And, of course, Like us on Facebook! 

 

“Our posts typically 

highlight our collections, 

services, the work of the 

Law Library staff, and the 

State House and its 

grounds. Regular features 

include Staff Picks, New @ 

LLRL, Scenes from the 

Maine State House, and 

Inside the Legislature.” 
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Figuring Out Facebook @ #LLRL, continued 

Jessica Lundgren, Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
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Paula Doty—Vice Chair/Chair Elect 

LAW LIBRARY EXPERIENCE 

 Assistant Law Librarian, Nevada Supreme Court, Carson City, NV, 

April 2012-present 

 Librarian V, Nevada Supreme Court, Carson City, NV, September 

2008-April 2012 

 Acquisitions Librarian, Wiener-Rogers Law Library, Boyd School of 

Law, Las Vegas, NV, September 2005-August 2008 

 Director of Library Services, Lionel Sawyer & Collins, Las Vegas, NV, 

January 1995-September 2003 

 

EDUCATION 

 MILS University of Michigan  

  Ann Arbor, Michigan 

  1992-1994 

 BA Smith College 

  Northampton, Massachusetts 

  1987, American Studies major 

 

SELECTED PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 American Association of Law Libraries, 1994-2003, 2005-present 

 Government Law Libraries Special Interest Section, formerly State, 

Court and County Law Libraries SIS, 2008-present 

  Silent Auction, Webmaster, 2010-present 

  Awards Committee, Chair, 2011-2013; Member, 2015-2016 

 Technical Services Special Interest Section, 2008-present 

 Indexing of Periodical Literature Committee, Chair, 2012-2013, Vice-

Chair, 2011-2012, Member, 2010-2011 

 Private Law Libraries Special Interest Section, Member, 1995-2003 

WestPac, 1995-2003, 2005-present 

 Nominations and Elections Committee, Chair, 2010, 2015, Member 

2008-2009, 2014  

 Local Arrangements Committee - Las Vegas meeting, Co-Chair, 2005-

2006 

 Local Arrangements Committee - Las Vegas meeting, member, 1995 

Nevada Library Association, 1994-2003 

Nevada Law Librarians (NevLL), founding member 

 NevLL list, owner and moderator, 2001-present 

GLL Nominations 
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PRESENTATIONS 

 National Business Institute, Reno, Nevada.  December 10, 2015.  

Find it Free and Fast on the Net:  Strategies for Legal Research on the Web.  

“How to Search Like a Pro,” “Finding Free Legal Research Sites and Free 

Case Law,” and “Discover the Invisible Web.”   

 Douglas-Carson Legal Professionals, Carson City, Nevada.  July 1, 

2015.  Resources and Services of the Nevada Supreme Court Law Library. 

 Law Clerk Brown Bag, Carson City, Nevada. Fall 2011 and 2012. 

Legislative History in Nevada. 

 Sierra Nevada Association of Paralegals, Carson City, Nevada.  May 

18, 2012.  Nevada Legal Forms Online.  (with Timko) 

 American Association of Law Libraries Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, 

July 26, 2011.   The Struggle for Information Access and Instruction in Less 

Populous Areas.  (with Person) 

 Nevada Library Association Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, Nevada. 

August 14, 2008.  Legal 101. (with Gross) 

 UNLV Law School, Las Vegas, Nevada, April 2008.  Gear Up for Your 

Private Sector Summer Position.  (with Sacks, Young and Wallace) 

 UNLV Law School, Las Vegas, Nevada, May 2001.  Tips for a 

Successful Summer Clerkship, Panel: How to Make the Most of Your 

Summer Clerkship.  (with McIntire) 

 UNLV Law School, Las Vegas, Nevada, May 2000.  Jump Start -- Legal 

Research from Law School to Your Summer Job, Lunchtime Panel: How to 

Make the Most of Your Summer Clerkship. (with students) 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 How to Search Like a Pro, Find it Free and Fast on the Net: Strategies 

for Legal Research on the Web.  NBI : Altoona, WI.  2015 

 Paula’s Excellent Adventure at AALL in Philadelphia, 35 WestPac 

News 8 (2011). 

 Review of Fundamentals of Bankruptcy Law 6th in 26 Legal 

Information Alert 10 (2007). 

 What Happens in Vegas Doesn’t Have to Stay in Vegas: Tips for 

Future Conferences, 31 WestPac News 3 (2006). 

 2006 WestPac Meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada (38th Annual Meeting), 

30 WestPac News 5 (2006) (with Claus). 

 

PERSONAL STATEMENT 

 I have spent my entire career in libraries, law firms, and law libraries, 

starting at 13 as a page at my town library.  A member of AALL since library 

school, I have been in several special interest sections over the years, and 

joined SCCLL in 2008 after coming to the Nevada Supreme Court.  

Membership in SCCLL – now GLL – was a revelation for me.  The 

membership of GLL is amazing and, while we are varied in our experience 

GLL Nominations, Paula, Doty, continued 
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GLL Nominations, Paula Doty, continued 

and settings, members are uniformly committed to the values of democracy, 

justice, and service.  I am so impressed by the efforts of GLL membership to 

continue to provide high levels of serve its constituencies in these times of 

budget cuts, changing technologies, and increasing demands.  As Chair, I 

would continue the efforts of my predecessors and strive to develop 

programs and services to meet member needs and concerns.  I am honored 

to be nominated for Vice Chair/Chair Elect of the Government Law Libraries 

SIS.   
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GLL Nominations, continued 

Holly Gerber—Vice Chair/Chair Elect 

EDUCATION 

Texas Woman’s University     

 Master of Library Science, 2009      

 Master of Arts in Teaching, 2008      

  Certification: Secondary English, Language Arts, and Reading 

Texas Tech University     

 Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, 2006     

LIBRARY EMPLOYMENT 

Director, Tarrant County Law Library (TX), 2013-present 

Assistant Law Librarian, Washington County Law Library (OR), 2010-2013 

Assistant Law Librarian, Denton County Law Library (TX), 2009-2010 

SELECTED PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

GLL:  

 Newsletter Editor, 2010-present 

Oregon Library Association:  

 Legal Reference Round Table, Chair, 2011-2013 

 OLA Task Force on Statewide Access to Legal Information, Member 

 Legal Reference Round Table Reports on Superseded ORS 

 Digitization Project, OLA Hotline, Vol. 18, No. 6 

Answerland (formerly L-net): 

 Answered legal reference questions for the state-wide reference 

 service 

 “Legal Reference Questions: Overview of the Research Process & 

 Free Online Legal Information Resources”, 2013 Oregon Virtual 

 Reference Summit 

Oregon Legal Research website and blog: 

 Created content for the blog and helped create the website 

 

https://www.answerland.org/
http://www.oregonlegalresearch.com/
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GLL Nominations, Holly Gerber, continued 

American Library Association, New Members Round Table: 

 Archives Committee, Member, 2012-2013 

 Student and Student Chapter Outreach Committee, Member, 2012-

 2013 

 Student Chapter of the Year Award Committee, Member  

 Membership, Promotion, Diversity, & Recruitment Committee, Co-

 Chair, 2011-2012 

 Shirley Olofson Memorial Award Committee, Member, 2011-2012 

 Liaison to AALL, 2011-2013 

PERSONAL STATEMENT 

As a student, I couldn’t get enough of learning.  I actually enjoyed being 

assigned research projects, and the opportunity to engage with new ideas 

and continue learning was fascinating.  As the GLL newsletter editor, I’ve 

greatly enjoyed the opportunity to connect with GLL members from across 

the country and learn more about our differences and similarities.  Our SIS 

offers a way for us to come together to share ideas, advocate for libraries 

facing obstacles, and generally learn and grow from each other.  We also 

have the opportunity to learn not only from each other but also from 

academic and private law librarians, as many of us are facing similar 

budget, space, and identity crises.  Sharing ideas, networking, and 

partnering with other libraries and organizations seem essential to the 

future of law libraries.  As the next Vice Chair/Chair Elect, I would be able to 

learn from our current leadership, and then apply that knowledge to best 

represent our SIS and its members.  I am thankful for the nomination, and 

win or lose, look forward to many years learning from my fellow GLL 

members. 
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Jonathan N. Chagat—Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Employment 

 

Senior Research Librarian 

Office of the Ohio Attorney General 

2012 – present 

 

Research Librarian 

Office of the Ohio Attorney General 

2010 – 2012 

 

Librarian  

Office of the Ohio Attorney General 

2007 – 2010 present 

 

Assistant to the Librarians 

Office of the Ohio Attorney General 

2006 – 2007 

 

Ohio Attorney General All Staff Teamwork Award. 2012. 

 

Ohio Attorney General PRIDE Award. 2011. 

 

Selected Professional Activities 

 

 Co-founder and Leadership Committee Member, Attorneys General 

Librarians Initiative (AGLI). 2013-present. 

 Coordinator, Summer Associate Legal Research Seminar, Columbus Bar 

Association Legal Research and Information Resources Committee. 2007 – 

present. 

 Co-presenter: “Increase Your Library’s Resources and Enhance Your 

Outreach Efforts without New Funding: Using the AGLI Model.” 2015 AALL 

Annual Meeting. 

 Chair, Columbus Bar Association Legal Research and Information 

Resources Committee. 2011-2013. 

 “State Attorneys General and their Law Librarians,” AALL Spectrum, Vol. 

17, Issue 1, September-October 2012. 

 

 

 

 

GLL Nominations, continued 
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Education 

 

Kent State University 

Master of Library and Information Science, 2007 

 

Bowling Green State University 

Bachelor of Arts, 2003 

 

Personal Statement: 

These are challenging times, economically and professionally, for 

government law librarians. One of the best ways to tackle those challenges is 

through the relationships we create through the Government Law Library SIS.  

The GLL is a group that I value and lean on in my professional development. 

Through the relationships that I have made as a member of GLL, I have been 

able to learn, develop an identity within the law librarian community, and 

better face the challenges that we, as a profession, face. 

During the past three years I have had the privilege to co-found and serve in 

a leadership position with the Attorneys General Law Librarians Initiative 

(AGLI). One of the reasons we created AGLI was because there was not a 

formal network of AG Law Librarians within AALL or the GLL. But we had a 

need for one. We reached out to every state to make sure every AG Law 

Librarian was in included in the initiative.   AGLI has brought together a 

specific subset of government law librarians, with similar multifaceted roles 

in similar offices that had never before had a formal networking group. Over 

the course of three years we have been able to create a networking group, 

create a culture of excellent performance, create best practices for our 

particular subset of government librarianship, establish time saving contacts 

and relationships, and deal with significant issues unique to Attorney General 

Law Librarians.  I believe that it is vitally important that GLL take the same 

approach and reach out to each different type of government law librarians, 

member or non-member. We will all benefit when they become members, 

create their own networks and enhance networks that already exist.  

As a candidate for Secretary/Treasurer of the GLL, I hope to apply my 

experience with AGLI to the work of the larger special interest section.  The 

GLL has always been a leader in education, access to justice and advocacy. I 
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hope to work with those groups to help enhance the great work that is 

already being done. In addition to actively facilitating networking among 

government law librarians, I have a special interest in seeing that UELMA is 

introduced and passed, not only in my state, but every state.  

As someone who is only ten years in a career as a law librarian, I’ve learned 

heavily on the education, mentoring, and professional development 

opportunities provided by the GLL. Through GLL I’ve had the opportunity to 

meet and work with some of the brightest and best in this profession. It is a 

privilege to be nominated for the position of Secretary/Treasurer.    
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James G. Durham – Secretary / Treasurer 

Employment 

 

Deputy Director, Maryland State Law Library (2011 – present) 

 

Head of Public Services, Gould Law Library, Touro Law Center (2005 – 2011) 

 

Publications & Reference Librarian, Fred Parks Law Library, South Texas 

College of Law (1998 – 2005) 

 

Education 

J.D., The Ohio State University (1997) 

M.L.I.S., University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (1989)  

B.S., University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (1987) 

 

Selected Professional Activities 

 

Government Law Libraries – Special Interest Section (formerly SCCLL-SIS) 

 Treasurer (2015 – present) 

 Member-at-Large (2013 – 2015) 

 

Law Library Association of Maryland (LLAM) 

 President (2015 – present) 

 Vice President / President-Elect (2014 – 2015) 

 Member-at-Large (2013 – 2014)  

 

Personal Statement 

 

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” – Helen Keller 

 

The above quotation is no less true today than it was three years ago, 

when it appeared at the top of my personal statement in the SCCLL-SIS 

election for Member-at-Large. Our board has been working closely together, 

forging alliances with other special interest sections and utilizing our network 

of committees to accomplish goals.  
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While serving two years of a three-year term as Member-at-Large, I 

was the Board Liaison to the GLL-SIS Education Committee. In a somewhat 

unconventional manner, I served as an active member of the Committee and 

worked closely with the Chair to organize a series of week-long online 

discussions through “My Communities”; to coordinate and serve as 

moderator for two webinars on access to justice that we co-sponsored with 

SRLN-LWG (Self-Represented Litigation Network – Librarian Working Group); 

and to coordinate and serve as a panelist for a webinar on library security co-

sponsored by AALL and Wolters Kluwer.  

 

During the summer of my second year as Member-at-Large, I acted in 

place of the SCCLL-SIS Treasurer, who was unable to attend the 2014 annual 

meeting in San Antonio. I collected money during the annual silent auction, 

presented the annual Treasurer’s report at the breakfast meeting, and 

deposited funds with AALL. In 2015, prior to the annual meeting in 

Philadelphia, the Treasurer resigned due to a change in employment. After 

Board approval, I have assumed the office of Treasurer during the last year 

remaining of the Treasurer’s term. As a result, I also serve as the Board 

Liaison to the GLL-SIS Awards Committee and the Grants Committee.  

 

Having worn the hat of Treasurer for a short period of time, I would 

like to continue in that role for a complete three-year term. I enjoy being in 

the middle of things, building connections for the larger organization, and 

moving our profession forward. Helen Keller was right. We can accomplish so 

much when we join hands. Let’s move government law libraries into the 

future together!  
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Carol Ebbinghouse—Member at Large 

Employment: 

2003 - Present  Law Librarian, California 2nd District Court of Appeal Library, 

Los Angeles, CA 

1990 - 2003 Library Director, Western State University College of Law, 

Fullerton, CA  

1987 - 1990 Associate Director, Case Western Reserve Univ. Law Library, 

Cleveland, OH 

1984 - 1986 Public Services Librarian, Irell & Manella,  Los Angeles, CA 

1980 - 1984 Senior Reference Librarian, Southwestern University Law 

Library, Los Angeles, Ca 

1977 - 1980 Reference Librarian, Orange County Law Library, Santa Ana, CA  

 

Education: 

Aug. 1990 Graduate Certificate, Non‑Profit Organization Management  

   Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH  

Dec. 1983 Juris Doctor, Southwestern University School of Law, Los  

  Angeles, CA  

June 1976 Graduate Certificate Russian & East European Studies  

  California State University, Long Beach 

Aug. 1974 Master of Science in Library Science, University of Kentucky, 

  Lexington  

June 1973 Bachelor of Arts in English, California State University, Los 

  Angeles, CA  

 

Professional Activities: 

American Association of Law Libraries, AALL: 

Copyright Committee, 2000-2002  

 Annual Meeting Program:  Round Table on Copyright Law, July 1999 
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 Annual Meeting Program:, Moderator of “The Search for Information 

Standards:  CD-ROM” July 1990 

Computer Services SIS:  

 Vice Chair/Chair Elect 1989‑1991  

 Moderator, program on CD-ROM standards, 1990  

 Local Liaison for 1998 AALL Annual Meeting in Anaheim, CA 

State Court and County Law Libraries SIS:  

    Government Relations Committee, 1989‑1990 

 

Ohio Regional Association of Law Libraries:  

Education Committee 1988‑89  

Panelist/Moderator at various programs 1988, 1989  

 

Southern California Association of Law Libraries, SCALL:  

SCALL Executive Board Member 1999 - 2001 

SCALL Academic Coordinator 1982‑1983  

 

Speeches: 

Internet Librarian, November 2001, “The Tasini Decision: The End of Full Text 

as We Know It?” 

American Association of Law Libraries Annual Conference Program:  Round 

Table on Copyright Law, July 1999 

San Jose State University, Master in Library and Information Science 

program, June 1999, “Legal Reference and the Law Librarian”  

Internet Librarian conference, November 1998, “The Legalities & Realities of 

Web/Net Use—Proposed Article UCC2B and the Information Professional: 

Implications for Libraries, Information Providers” 
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San Jose State University, Master in Library and Information Science 

program, April 1998, “Legal Research Sources for Business Librarians: 

Books, Online Services and the Internet” 

Southern California Online User's Group 1997, "Keeping up to date on the 

Web: Legal Information" 

American Society for Information Science 1996, "National Information Policy 

Caught in the Digital Revolution" 

Black Gold Cooperative Library Association 1994, "Legal Information Sources 

on the Internet" 

Southern California Online User's Group 1994, "Cheap, Cheaper and 

Cheapest Legal Information Sources on the Internet" 

American Association of Law Libraries 1992 Annual Meeting, "FreeNets and 

other Internet Resources" 

Information Industry Association 1991 Winter Conference, "The Customer 

Speaks Out to Database Producers and Vendors"   

American Association of Law Libraries 1990 Annual Meeting, Moderator of 

“The Search for Information Standards:  CD-ROM” 

Southern California Association of Law Libraries, 1983 Moderator, “Disaster 

Prevention and Preparedness” 

 

Statement: 

It is an honor to be considered for the GLL Board,  Member at Large position.  

I began my career at Orange County Law Library, and am finishing it at the 

California Second District Court of Appeal Library here in Los Angeles.  

Through the decades I have written over 65 articles--mostly as a columnist 

for Online Searcher magazine, as well as for AALL Spectrum and other 

publications.   

 

At this time in my career I would love to pay back the Government Law 

Libraries SIS for all of the support, friendship, and networking assistance that 

I have shared over the years.  As Member at Large I would be the person any 

member could contact to have their voice represented to the leadership, 
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someone to call or email to express their thoughts on the direction of the 

board or the association.   

I would love to serve the members of the GLL SIS, and be a resource in 

communicating between membership and the board, and the board to the 

membership.   
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Janine Liebert—Member at Large 

Janine Liebert joined LA Law Library in 2009 as a reference librarian 

overseeing library services for self-represented litigants. In her current 

position as the senior public interest librarian at LA Law Library, Janine 

continues to focus on developing, coordinating and implementing LA Law 

Library’s many access to justice programs. Janine is the past chair of the 

Self-Represented Litigation Network (SRLN) Law Librarians’ Working Group 

and a frequent speaker to various groups about issues facing the delivery of 

legal information to the public. Janine holds an undergraduate degree from 

Amherst College in Massachusetts, a master’s degree from St. John’s College 

in New Mexico and Master of Library and Information Science (MLIS) degree 

from UCLA.  

 

Personal Statement 

 

It is an honor to have been asked to run for the Executive Board. GLL was 

extremely helpful to me when I started my career as a county law librarian at 

LA Law Library and has continued to support my continued focus on LA Law 

Library’s access to justice programs and its leadership in prioritizing this 

area. I have benefited from continuing education, scholarship funding to 

attend EJC, GLL conference programing and support from the membership of 

GLL. I look forward to contributing to its mission of providing a common and 

open forum for collaborative networking, continuing education, and advocacy 

opportunities for GLL members and their libraries. 



Chair 

Kelly Browne 

(916) 874-7427 

kbrowne@saclaw.org 

Vice Chair/Chair Elect 

Jennifer Dalglish 

(503) 655-8248  

jenniferdal@co.clackamas.or.us 

Past-Chair 

Maryruth Storer 

(714) 834-3002 

mstorer@ocpll.org 

Secretary/Treasurer  

James Durham 

(410) 260-1436 

james.durham@mdcourts.gov 

Board Member 

(2012-2016) 

Coral Henning 

(916) 874-6013  

chenning@saclaw.org 

Board Member 

(2014-2017) 

Nancy Adams 

(404) 215-1319 

Nancy_adams@ca11.uscourts.gov 

 
 

Board Member 

(2015-2018) 

Dan Cordova 

(720) 625-5100  

daniel.cordova@judicial.state.co.us 

Board Member  

(ex-officio) 

Holly Gerber  

(817) 212-7228 

hlgerber@tarrantcounty.com 

GLL Officers & Board Members 2015-2016 

Advocacy 
Larry Meyer, Chair 
Tonya Baroudi 
Scott Burgh 
Patty Ann Dolan 
Patricia Morgan 
Liaison – Coral Henning 

Awards 
Holly Gale, Chair 
Donna Bausch  
Paula Doty 
Susan Falk 
Jen Fell  
Catherine Lemann  
Liaison – James Durham 

Best A2J Practices 
Sara Galligan, Co-Chair 
Joan Bellistri, Co-Chair 
Jessie Burchfield 
Michael Ginsborg 
Maggie Kiel-Morse 
Sara Pic 
Liaison—Dan Cordova 

Bylaws 
Jason Blevins, Chair  
Joel Fishman 
Robyn Moltzen 
Liaison – Kelly Browne 

Education 
Stacy Etheredge, Chair 
Cathryn Bowie  
Roseann Canny 
Maria Sosnowski 
Julia Viets 
Liaison – Jenn Dalglish 

Grants 
Regina Smith, Chair 
Sandra Marz 
Christine Morton 
Carol Suhre  
Jessica Van Buren  
Gail Warren 
Liaison – James Durham 

Membership & Mentoring 
Terry Long, Chair 
Angela T. Baldree  
Kathy Carlson 
Malinda Muller   
Liaison – Maryruth Storer 

Newsletter 
Holly Gerber, Chair/Editor 
John Barden 
Joseph D. Lawson   
Brandon Wright 
Liaison – Nancy Adams 

Nominations 
Barbara Fritschel, Chair 
Mark Estes 
Betsy Vipperman 
Liaison – Kelly Browne 

Pro Bono Partnerships 
Janine Liebert, Chair 
Donna Bausch 
Lisa Mecklenburg Johnson  
Larry Meyer 
Liaison – Dan Cordova 

Publicity/Public Relations 
Sue Ludington, Chair 
Kris Albertus  
Karin Johnsrud  
Marissa K. Mason  
Dolly Moehrle   
Claudia Beth Jalowka 
Liaison – Coral Henning 

Standards 
Mary Jenkins, Chair 
Georgia Chadwick  
Judy Chalmers   
Fran Norton   
Liaison – Jenn Dalglish 

Strategic Planning 
Jessie Burchfield, Chair 
Marguerite Beveridge 
Lila Faulkner   
Liaison – Maryruth Storer 

Technology 
Kate Fitz, Chair 
Mary Jo Lazun (webmaster) 
Melissa Serfass 
David G Vermooten 
Liaison – Nancy Adams 
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Joel Fishman has been promoted from Assistant to Associate Director for Lawyer Services at Duquesne 

University Center for Legal Information/Allegheny County Law Library. During the Fall 2105, he taught an 

American Legal History course in the Forensic Sciences and Law Program, taught 27 hours of CLE 

courses last year, and published the following books and articles: Index to the Journal of Supreme Court 

History Volumes 1-40 (1976-2015) at www.supremecourthistory.org, Index to the Pennsylvania Bar 

Association Quarterly Volumes 1-86 (1929-2015), Index to the Pennsylvania Family Lawyer Volumes 1-

36 (1980-2014) (both at the PA Bar Association website), Index to Fiduciary Review (1933-2014) 

(2015); The Second Five. Pennsylvania Lawyer 37 no. 1 (January-February 2015): 46-48; John William 

Wallace (February 17, 1815-January 12, 1884): An Appreciation Upon the Two Hundredth Anniversary of 

His Birth. LH&RB 22 no. 1 (Spring 2015): 11-20.; coauthored, Index to the Duke Journal of Gender Law 

& Policy Volumes 13-21  (2006-2013), Pennsylvania Family Lawyer, 37 no. 1 (March 2015): 32-49; 

Index to the Michigan Journal of Gender & Law Volumes 12-21 (2005-2014). Id. 37 no. 2 (June 2015): 

88-100; Index to the Texas Journal of Women & Law Volumes 14-23 (2004-2013), Id. 37 no. 3 

(September 2015): 146-156; Bibliography of the Pennsylvania Bar Institute Annual Family Law Updates 

Volumes 14-19 (2010-2015) and Family Law Institute Volumes 6-10 (2011-2015), Id. 37 no. 4 

(December 2015): 187-205. 

 

Taryn L. Rucinski, Branch Librarian U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, published a new article 

The Elephant in the Room: Toward a Definition of Grey Legal Literature, 107 Law Library Journal 543-59 

(2015), http://www.aallnet.org/mm/Publications/llj/LLJ-Archives/Vol-107/no-4/2015-26.pdf.  

http://www.supremecourthistory.org
http://www.aallnet.org/mm/Publications/llj/LLJ-Archives/Vol-107/no-4/2015-26.pdf

