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As I write this message, Southern California is enjoying a comfortable and 

unseasonably warm and dry winter. Many of you in other parts of the country 

are not as fortunate and are experiencing weather that is colder, wetter and 

snowier than normal. For each of you, my wish is that you and yours may stay 

warm and comfortable until Spring arrives. Sooner than you think, your winter 

weather will seem a distant memory as many of you will travel to San Antonio 

to enjoy their warm temperatures and the hospitality of the region. 

 

As you begin your preparations for San Antonio, please remember to put on 

your schedule both the SCCLL Sunday morning breakfast and the SCCLL 

reception to be held Monday late afternoon/early evening. Both events are a 

great time to catch up with friends and meet new colleagues. These two 

events will also be an opportunity for us to continue celebrating 40 years of 

SCCLL. More information on both events will be forthcoming on the SCCLL 

listserv and in the next issue of the newsletter.   

 

While the visit to San Antonio will in many ways be a respite from our day to 

day endeavors, it will also be a time for many of us to have serious 

conversations with each other and with vendors as to the future. Our 

membership, as a whole, is deeply concerned about the twin pressures of 

decreasing budgets and increasing costs. Many of us have spent much time 

and energy looking at how to balance these two opposing forces in order to 

continue to provide the best possible service to our respective user 

communities. Recent conversations with members of SCCLL and vendors 

have reinforced, in my mind, that this is a crucial time for many of us and our 

respective institutions.  

 

Dan Cordova’s recent article in The CRIV Sheet (“Unbundling Online Legal 

Materials,” February 2014) is but one example of ideas that each of us 

should be mulling over in our minds. Ideas, including those “outside the box,” 
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View from the Chair, continued  

Larry Meyer, Chair   

should help us to lay the groundwork for discussions with vendors and our 

respective institution’s stake-holders.  

 

Many of you have begun those conversations with our vendor partners. 

Through your efforts, many vendors are keenly aware of our concerns (as 

well as those of our friends in the other two major “type” SIS). These 

conversations are not always easy, but now more than ever, they are 

necessary. Both sides, the law librarians and the vendors, may well need to 

continue to think outside the box in order to come up with solutions. Will one 

solution fit everyone’s needs?  Probably not, but without the conversations, I 

would venture to guess, the win-win solutions will evade us.  

 

The bottom line is this: we are all in this together, we all must think outside 

of the box, and we must continue to talk and work with each other. When all 

is said and done, I sincerely believe we will be a stronger group and will do a 

better job to serve our respective user communities. And is that not the goal 

each of us should be striving to achieve? 

From The Editor’s Desk 

Holly Gerber, Tarrant County Law Library (TX) 

SCCLL News is published three times a year (Fall, Winter/Spring, and Summer) by the State, Court and County Law Libraries SIS.  The 

deadline for the next issue is June 13th, 2014. Please contact the Editor, Holly Gerber, at hlgerber@tarrantcounty.com with questions, 

comments, suggestions and submissions.  

The State Court & County Law Libraries SIS does not assume any responsibility for the statements advanced by the contributors in this 

newsletter.  The opinions expressed in SCCLL News are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the SCCLL SIS. 

If  you like arts and crafts, going to conferences, and helping pro-se patrons, 

then this issue is for you.  Anyone looking for financial assistance to attend 

the Equal Justice Conference and/or the next AALL Annual Meeting should 

read the grants announcements on page 5.  Those seeking to help others 

attend the conferences should look to the silent auction information on page 

6.  Information on the upcoming LLAM access to justice legal research 

institute can be found on page 8. If you love art, books, and art made from 

books, check out the articles on pages 9-11. Finally, beginning on page 12, 

SCCLL members share what they’ve been doing to help self-represented 

litigants in their libraries.  
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AALL Announces Legal Research Competency Principles and 

Standards 

 

AALL has launched an online information center dedicated to promoting the 

Principles and Standards for Legal Research Competency within the legal 

profession. The information center provides access to the principles and 

standards, implementation and best practice ideas, and information about 

upcoming programs on using the standards. All AALL members are 

encouraged to learn about this effort and get involved to help promote the 

principles and standards. A press release was issued on December 6 to 

external audiences. Please contact the Promoting the AALL Principles and 

Standards for Legal Research Competency Task Force for more information. 

 

2014 Day in the Life Photo Contest Opened January 1 

 

It's that time again - the AALL Day in the Life Photo Contest will begin 

accepting submissions starting January 1. The Day in the Life Contest invites 

AALL members to take and submit a wide range of photographs and videos 

of law librarians working, meeting, teaching, and doing everything else that 

law librarians do in a given day. 

 

We are pleased to announce a new category this year, Best Video, and a 

special category, Student Services. We are also pleased to announce an 

expanded timeframe for taking photos and videos. Entries must be 

submitted between January 1 and February 28, 2014, but your photos and 

videos can be from any time between March 1, 2013 and February 28, 

2014. 

 

Entries will be judged online through membership voting in April. Winners will 

be recognized on AALLNET, in the July issue of AALL Spectrum, and during 

the 2014 Annual Meeting in San Antonio. 

 

Please visit the AALL Day in the Life homepage for complete contest details: 

community.aallnet.org/DayintheLifeContest/Home.  

 

 

 

http://www.aallnet.org/main-menu/Advocacy/legalresearchcompetency
http://www.aallnet.org/main-menu/Advocacy/legalresearchcompetency/principlesstds
http://www.aallnet.org/Home-page-contents/NewsCallout/AALL-Announces-Legal-Research-Competency-Principles-and-Standards.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/main-menu/Leadership-Governance/committee/activecmtes/principlesstandards.html
http://www.aallnet.org/main-menu/Leadership-Governance/committee/activecmtes/principlesstandards.html
http://community.aallnet.org/DayintheLifeContest/Home/


40 years and counting…Highlights from the 1980s 

Barbara Fritschel 

Words of wisdom from the past. 

 

In November 1981, Robert Taylor, first chair of the group that would later be 

known as SCCLL-SIS, offered a special article entitled “A Mistake of the 

Courts:  Bypassing Their Greatest Asset.”  In it, he notes how stereotypes of 

librarians may contribute to the idea that they are not current with 

technology.  From the article: 

 

 “Perhaps there was a day when courts tried to decide which of the 

 two major law encyclopedias they should buy, but they eventually 

 realized that they wanted both. The debate now rages as to which 

 computer service a court should get.  The real question is which will 

 be acquired first, because every major law library ultimately 

 will have access to the contents of them all.  The courts should not 

 agonize over it.  Rather, they should recognize that their law librarian 

 is the person who should know the most, both now and in the future, 

 about the costs and capabilities of all materials and facilities for law 

 research, including computer-assisted research systems.” 

 

In May 1985, we read, “the information explosion has caused library budgets 

to be strained to the point of outright discomfort….[m]ost of us have read 

articles, and have attended workshops on budgeting techniques for lean 

times.”  In the article “Entrepreneurship in the Law Library,” Judy Meadows 

challenges us to think of ways of expanding our budgets, rather than 

responding by decreasing services.  For one of the articles on budgeting 

techniques in lean times, see Ken Svengalis’ article “Cost Effective 

Acquisitions” in the Volume 12, No. 1 Part 1 issue. 
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Travel Grants Now Available! 

SCCLL Grants Committee 

Are you hoping to attend the Equal Justice Conference in May 2014 and 

participate in discussions about “equal justice issues as they relate to the 

delivery of legal services to the poor and low-income individuals in need of 

legal assistance?”  Do concerns about financing professional and 

educational opportunities keep you from considering attendance at any AALL 

meeting, not just the 2014 meeting in San Antonio?  Those of us who attend 

these meetings regularly understand and appreciate the benefit of traveling 

to the host city, of attending focused educational programming, and, perhaps 

most importantly, connecting with colleagues in person.  The State Court and 

County Law Libraries SIS offers generous travel grants, made possible by the 

donations of our members.  

This year, the SCCLL Grants Committee is seeking applications for 2 grants: 

 2014 Equal Justice Conference, May 1-3, 2014, Portland, OR  

      Application Deadline: March 6, 2014  

 2014 AALL Annual Meeting, July 12-15, 2014, San Antonio, TX 

Application Deadline: April 14, 2014 
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40 years and counting…Highlights from the 1980s, 

cont. 

Barbara Fritschel 

In the late 1980s, there was a “Special Committee on the Future of SCCLL,” 

chaired by Marcia Koslov.  Three major discussion topics were identified: 

1. Interaction of the members of SCCLL. 

2. SCCLL’s relationship to AALL and other SISs. 

3. Identify the organizations outside AALL upon which we would like to have 

an impact. 

 See Volume 14, No. 1 for more information. 

 

My candidate for the “quirky” article of the decade is “Comparison of 

Telefacsimile Machines” (Vol. 13, No. 2).  If you peruse the old newsletters, I 

would be interested in hearing your candidates for that category. 

 

http://www.americanbar.org/calendar/2014/04/equal-justice-conference/general.html
http://www.aallnet.org/conference
http://www.aallnet.org/sections/sccll/membership/Newsletter-Archives


SCCLL Grants: Helping members move “Beyond Boundaries” 

to attend the Equal Justice Conference and AALL Annual  

Meeting 

Gail Warren, Grants Committee 

Lest you’ve forgotten, the SCCLL grants program is funded through the 

revenues from our annual SILENT AUCTION!  As we’ve done in the past, the 

2014 SCCLL Silent Auction will include both online and in person 

components.  Even though we are months away from opening the auction 

blog, my appeals for donations begins now. 
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The SCCLL grants and scholarships page is at: 

http://www.aallnet.org/sections/sccll/meetings/Scholarships-and-Grants 

The application is at: 

http://www.aallnet.org/sections/sccll/meetings/Scholarships-and-

Grants/grant-app-2014.pdf 

Information for the Equal Justice Conference is at: 

http://www.americanbar.org/calendar/2014/04/equal-justice-

conference/general.html 

Information on the AALL Annual Conference is at: 

http://www.aallnet.org/conference 

 

Travel Grants Now Available, continued. 

SCCLL Grants Committee 

http://www.aallnet.org/sections/sccll/meetings/Scholarships-and-Grants
http://www.aallnet.org/sections/sccll/meetings/Scholarships-and-Grants/grant-app-2014.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/sections/sccll/meetings/Scholarships-and-Grants/grant-app-2014.pdf
http://www.americanbar.org/calendar/2014/04/equal-justice-conference/general.html
http://www.americanbar.org/calendar/2014/04/equal-justice-conference/general.html
http://www.aallnet.org/conference


SCCLL Grants: Helping members move “Beyond Boundaries” 

to attend the Equal Justice Conference and AALL Annual  

Meeting, continued. 

Gail Warren, Grants Committee 
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Are you crafty?  Perhaps you or someone you know likes to knit, crochet, 

cross stitch, throw pots or do bead work?  Hand crafted items, small items 

and gift certificates are always welcome.  Jewelry, scarves, books, cards, and 

food (chocolate!!!) are always popular items, as well as other small and/or 

light weight items easily transported by airplane.  I’ve started my quest for 

“Virginia” items and have managed to collect a couple of items to date – 

signed copies of the ever popular Food to Die For cookbook and its newly 

released companion cookbook titled Food to Live For: We’re Alive and 

Cooking. 

 

In addition to appealing for donations, we are also seeking members to 

assist with the Silent Auction at the AALL Annual Meeting in San Antonio.  If 

you plan to attend the AALL Annual Meeting, please consider volunteering to 

assist with the auction setup and collection of payments at the end of the 

auction.   If you have any questions about volunteering or are interested in 

donating items, please contact Gail Warren at gail.warren.56@comcast.net. 

 

Watch the SCCLL Community listserv for more details in the coming months!  

mailto:gail.warren.56@comcast.net


LLAM Access to Justice Legal Research Institute 

Dave Pantzer, Maryland State Law Library 

We'd like to invite you and your members to our national access to justice 

legal research institute in Baltimore this March!  Would you be willing to 

share this with your membership? 

 

Registration is open for ALL ACCESS, the Law Library Association of 

Maryland's spring legal research institute in Baltimore.  We have a great 

program planned, now all we need is: 

 Spring weather, and 

 For you to register! 

   

See the information to the 

right, check out the event 

page, and spread the word!  
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To capture the spirit of giving during the holiday season, the San Diego Law 

Library launched the Celebrate Books! campaign, a new fundraising effort to 

build a special book collection representing the year’s most important legal 

issues.  

 

To raise funds for this campaign, we introduced the Bookmas Tree. The idea 

of a Bookmas Tree is to create a holiday tree out of books (see photo). Using 

chicken wire, rebar and zip ties, we built a teepee to form the structure of the 

tree. We then invited the community to participate by donating $5, $10 or 

even $50 to help grow our tree, one layer at a time. We placed a book 

around the teepee-like frame for every $5 donated. 

 

Thanks to the generous donation of many individuals, our Bookmas Tree 

grew steadily throughout November and the first part of December. CEB 

generously matched every $5 donated, up to $250. Upon completion, the 

Bookmas Tree stood over 9 feet tall with over 800 bound periodicals and 

superseded statutes, weighing approximately 3,000 pounds. Building the 

tree was an amazing community effort and was the highlight of our Open 

House event on December 13, 2013.  

 

During the Open House, we held a vote to select the 2013 Book of the Year, 

the first book in our special collection. The big winner was: Chasing Gideon: 

The Elusive Quest for Poor People’s Justice.  

 

The Bookmas Tree was an instant hit with San Diego County residents. Many 

individuals stopped by to admire and take pictures in front of the Bookmas 

Tree during and after our Open House event. People walking by our library 

would stop and stare up in delight at the Tree through our large picture 

windows. Our Celebrate Books! campaign will be an annual fundraising event 

to continue to build our special collection. In addition, we will happily dazzle 

and amaze the children and adults of San Diego County with our beautiful 

Bookmas Tree every year. 

A Time of Giving 

Benita Ghura, San Diego Law Library  
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We started the Art Program when we hosted the Southwestern Pennsylvania 

Law Librarian's Meeting in September 2007.  I posted a notice on the 

courthouse bulletin board asking if anyone was interested in displaying their 

artwork for this meeting.  I had several pieces on display, and in April of 2008, I 

began showing just one artist per month so that the artist could receive the 

proper attention from the viewers.  The Tribune Review/Daily Courier (Trib Total 

Media) does an article and photograph on each artist and still continues to this 

day.  The Art Program is currently booking July of 2018.  I show all forms of 

artwork.  I try to give the budding artists a chance to say "my work has been on 

display" and seasoned artists an opportunity for publicity.  We had a story in the 

American Association of Law Libraries’ (AALL) Spectrum magazine, a national 

publication, last June.  We also got a Certificate of Recognition from our Fayette 

County Commissioners.   

 

All artists must sign a waiver stating the library is not responsible for any 

damage to artwork.  The artist is able to sell their work, from a few dollars on 

up, and because we are county government workers, we never touch any 

money.   

  

The foot traffic has improved since the art program started.  We have two 

chrome pedestal board signs at the courthouse entrance and the law library, 

noting the current artist’s name. 

 

Last year, a local television show, "Fayette Today Show" on Armstrong 

Communications, featured my artists and their artworks to their cable 

audience. 

  

The attorneys and judges enjoy the break from the courtroom drama and we 

are always a law library first and art program second. 

  

If I can answer any other questions, please feel free to contact me.  

 

[Ed note: see artwork from three of the participating artists on page 10] 

Art Program in the Law Library 

Barbara Pasqua, Fayette County Law Library  
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Art Program in the Law Library, continued 

Barbara Pasqua, Fayette County Law Library  

Artist: Laura Koposko 

Artist: Robert “Bob” Dulik 

Artist: Jessica Lotman 



What We Are Doing...To Assist Self-Represented Patrons 

John Barden, Newsletter Committee 
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The majority of litigants in family law cases across the country do not have 

legal representation, according to Professor Barbara Babb of the Meyerhoff 

Center for Families, Children and the Courts at the University of Baltimore 

School of Law. These patrons frequently turn to law libraries for information 

that will enable them to operate within the court system. The legal issues 

that these patrons bring to librarians generally fall within certain patterns, 

but sorting out the issues from the underlying story can be challenging for 

both patron and librarian. How do you help self-represented patrons find a 

resolution to their problem—file for divorce, settle a custody question, 

administer a small estate? Many of us have developed techniques, 

publications, or programs to assist self-represented patrons in reaching a 

solution. We asked for your input, and here’s what you said: 

 

Maricopa County Superior Court Law Library 

Phoenix, AZ 

Reported by Jennifer Murray 

 

For the Maricopa County Superior Court Law Library, we have a couple of 

approaches to these questions. For frequently asked questions, the Court 

departments, e.g. Family Court, have FAQs on their webpages. We also 

incorporate FAQs into our blog so they will turn up in a Google search through 

another avenue too. If the questions are frequently asked but too specific to 

put on a website, we keep the information in our wiki for easy retrieval. An 

example of that would be the current civil court procedure for scheduling a 

default hearing. That type of information we keep with the date the 

information was last verified. Things always change in the court. So we want 

to make sure we store the information but don't use information that has 

become obsolete. Lastly, we capture many FAQs in our Self-Service Center 

forms and accompanying instructions. For example, we have a form for small 

estate transfer.  
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Ramsey County Law Library 

St. Paul, MN 

Reported by Sara Galligan 

 

I just wanted to let you know that there are others gathering information on 

programs to service SRLs. 

 

The law library subgroup of the SRLN (Self Represented Litigant’s Network) 

conducted a survey last spring/summer asking about law library support for 

pro se litigants—specifically related to self help centers.  Over 150 surveys 

were received—from mostly SCCLL type libraries, but some academics also 

responded.  We are still analyzing the results—and hope to report some 

findings later this year.  Joan Bellistri, Marnie Warner, Charley Dyer, and I are 

all working on this. 

 

I’m also chairing the AALL Access to Justice Special Committee—again 

looking at ATJ among all types of law libraries—we will be publishing a White 

Paper with our findings—this will appear in July 2014. 

 

As for our individual law library, we coordinate a self help clinic with 

volunteer attorneys for people seeking help in housing and conciliation 

court.  It meets in the law library every Tuesday afternoon. 

 

We also assist litigants in family court who need help with their online 

divorce forms.  A court run criminal expungement clinic is held in the law 

library two afternoons per month. 

 

LA Law Library 

Los Angeles, CA 

Reported by Malinda Muller and Janine Liebert 

 

Over the past year, the LA Law Library, in partnership with legal aid providers, 

has established ongoing  workshops and clinics for the public.  

Representative workshops currently offered include clearing criminal 

records, a divorce trial readiness clinic, and an eviction defense clinic  which 

takes place in a community public library.  Currently in development is a 

divorce options seminar where attendees will learn about the differences 

between self-representation, mediation, collaborative and litigated divorce.  

What We Are Doing...To Assist Self-Represented Patrons, cont. 

John Barden, Newsletter Committee 
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During the 2013 annual Pro Bono Week, LA Law Library designed and 

hosted a public legal services fair, similar in concept to a traditional health 

services fair model, where multiple legal aid, non-profit and social service 

agencies staffed on site booths offering a full day of information and 

referrals to the public.    

 

Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 

Augusta, ME 

Reported by John Barden 

 

On Law Day 2013, the Law and Legislative Reference Library participated in 

Lawyers in Libraries Day. This program, coordinated by Maine’s Justice 

Action Group, put attorneys in public libraries around the state for a day to 

meet with self-represented patrons who wanted a quick consultation about 

specific legal problems. Some of the attorneys also made short 

presentations on topics such as estate planning, elder law issues, how to file 

for divorce, etc. Patrons who came in to meet with attorneys also discovered 

what legal resources public libraries (not just law libraries) could make 

available to them. Response across the state was enthusiastic, and plans 

are being made to repeat the program in 2014.  

 

 

Hamilton County Law Library 

Cincinnati, OH 

Reported by Mary Jenkins 

 

Hamilton County Law Library is just beginning to develop LibGuides to help 

patrons (both public and legal community) with popular legal research 

topics.  See http://libguides.hamilton-co.org/.  We also do programming for 

the public in a series called “You and the Legal System,” offered in 

collaboration with the Cincinnati Bar Association's Lawyer Referral Service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What We Are Doing...To Assist Self-Represented Patrons, cont. 

John Barden, Newsletter Committee 

http://libguides.hamilton-co.org/
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Fresno County Public Law Library 

Fresno, CA 

Reported by Sharon Borbon 
 

I have attached a pamphlet we created at the Fresno County Public Law 

Library [Ed note: see below and on page 15].  We also have a detailed “how 

to” pamphlet but it is still undergoing a bit of editing.  Our reference librarian 

is currently working on several topics.  I noticed he has one in the works 

entitled “An Introduction to Legal Motions.”  

 

What We Are Doing...To Assist Self-Represented Patrons, cont. 

John Barden, Newsletter Committee 
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What We Are Doing...To Assist Self-Represented Patrons, cont. 

John Barden, Newsletter Committee 
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