
 

REPORT OF THE GLL-SIS AWARDS COMMITTEE 
2021-2022 

Committee Roster 
 
Jean Willis, Chair 
Elizabeth Caulfield 
Catherine Leman  
Chi Hyon Song 
Jean Wenger 
Karen Westwood, Board Liaison 
 
Activities 

 
Fall 2021 

• AALL informed the GLL Webmaster, that our Awards Forms required updating 
because GLL members had difficulty using them earlier in 2021 to make nominations.  
Some had difficulty entering information into the form.    Chris Siwa made the 
required changes to ensure that the forms could be filled out easily.  Committee 
members double-checked that they worked correctly.    

• The Committee also requested that the Awards information be updated to reflect 
due dates for Nomination forms to be submitted in early March 2022.  This update 
occurs annually.  Dates are located on the Awards page and on all of the Nomination 
forms.  Nominations are submitted to the Chair of the Committee, who distributes 
them to the Committee members for review. 

• The Committee submitted a budget request of $1000 for awards crystals to be 
presented to award recipients at the 2022 AALL GLL-SIS Business meeting.  In June 
2022, the committee learned that the AALL award crystals currently cost $130.   

• Chi Song led an effort to review the Awards pages and forms on the GLL website to 
update the language to be gender neutral.  The Team reviewed the work and alerted 
the Board about the changes. 

• The Chair had discussions with Karen Westwood and Holly Riccio about one of the 
tasks assigned to the Awards Committee:  that of being responsible for nominating 
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GLL members for AALL Awards.  It is my view that the Awards Committee members 
are often not in the best position to make nominations, especially when one or more 
of the committee members do not know the potential nominee well or at all.  It has 
been my personal and professional experience that those best suited to make 
nominations are law librarians who really know the nominee personally and can 
speak knowledgeably about their work and contributions to the profession.   To that 
end, the Board determined that this task should be removed from the Awards 
Committee’s duties.  The website was updated accordingly. 
 

Winter 2022 
• The Committee sent out a reminder notice about award applications in December 

and followed up with full-on solicitation of award applications in January and 
February. 

• The Committee reviewed award applications as received. 
• In a prior year, Chi Song had developed a nomination for Steve Anderson for the 

Marion Gould Gallagher Distinguished Service Award.  The AALL Awards Committee 
advised that GLL should submit the nomination after Steve retired.  The Chair of the 
Awards Committee contacted those who previously wrote nomination letters, as 
well as few other law librarians.  The Chair submitted the nomination for Steve 
Anderson for the Marion Gould Gallagher Distinguished Service Award, and the AALL 
Awards Committee approved Steve for the Award in 2022.  Yay!  Steve will receive 
the Award and well-deserved acknowledgement at the 2022 conference in Denver, 
CO.   

• Because it was announced that the AALL 2022 conference would most likely be in 
person in Denver, the Chair began investigations into potential VIPs, who could 
attend the conference, as well as provide a Keynote address at our annual Business 
Meeting. 

• I am very grateful for the gracious assistance provided by Karen Seldon, now retired 
from the UC Colorado Law Library.  Karen identified an attorney from the Native 
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American Rights Fund (NARF), Beth Wright, who expressed interest in becoming our 
VIP speaker. 

• Over the winter and spring, I communicated with Ms. Wright arranging for her 
conference registration, providing other needed details, as well as working together 
with her on an introductory article about Beth and her work for NARF for the 
Summer GLL Newsletter. 

 
Spring 2022 

• The Committee awarded the Bethany J. Ochal Award for Distinguished Service to the 
Law Library Profession to the following recipients: 
 

Kathy Carlson, Retired 
Director, Wyoming State Law Library, Cheyanne, WY 

 
Sarah Galligan, Retired 

Law Librarian, Ramsey County Law Library, St. Paul, MN 
 

• The Committee awarded the Dr. Joel Fishman Professional Publication Award to the 
following recipients: 
 

Alexander B. Burnett, co-author 
"Working with the Legislature," Chapter 19, Introduction to Law Librarianship. 
Law Librarian, Maine State Law & Legislative Reference Library, Augusta, ME 

 
Jessica Lundgren, co-author 

"Working with the Legislature," Chapter 19, Introduction to Law Librarianship. 
Senior Law Librarian, Maine State Law & Legislative Reference Library, Augusta, ME 

 
Ryan Metheny, author 

"Public Education, Programs & Access to Justice at the Law Library," 
Chapter 18, Introduction to Law Librarianship. 

Managing Librarian, Legal Education, LA Law Library, Los Angeles, CA 
 

• The Committee awarded the O. James Werner Award for Distinguished Service to 
Persons with Disabilities to the following: 

https://lawlibrarianship.pressbooks.com/chapter/working-with-the-legislature/
https://lawlibrarianship.pressbooks.com/
https://lawlibrarianship.pressbooks.com/chapter/working-with-the-legislature/
https://lawlibrarianship.pressbooks.com/
https://lawlibrarianship.pressbooks.com/chapter/209/
https://lawlibrarianship.pressbooks.com/
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Harris County Robert W. Hainsworth Law Library 

For:  STAN, Synchronous Touchless Remote Node, robot 
Provides extended, remote access to justice. 

 
• The following were not awarded this year:  the Connie E. Bolden Publication Award 

and the Law Library Advocate Award. 
• Please note that the Committee did receive a nomination for the Law Library 

Advocate Award.  Both the Committee and the GLL Board determined that, 
unfortunately, the nominee was not eligible for the award (did not fit within the 
definition of who/what the award is for).  The Chair advised the nominator (with 
regret) and expressed thanks for their effort to acknowledge an employee.   

• The Committee collaborated to update the Law Library Advocate Award description 
hopefully to reduce confusion about who/what is eligible. The GLL Board reviewed 
and approved the updated description.  The Chair arranged for Chris Siwa to make 
the change on our website.   

• The Committee Chair contacted all of the award recipients and their nominators 
about the awards, as well as sending out an email on the GLL listserv announcing the 
recipients of the awards. 

• Please note the procedure for notifying AALL about awards is located here:  
https://www.aallnet.org/community/recognition/awards-schedule-
notification-procedures/  Typically, I have received an email from Kim Rundle 
advising that it’s time to complete the Awards forms.  I must have missed the email, 
and therefore, this year, I did not complete the forms.  Fortunately, I did get in touch 
with Kim Rundle in enough time to handle the work involved.  Make a note to 
complete forms on AALLnet by mid-April. 

• The Committee Chair worked with Kim Rundle at AALL headquarters to order Award 
crystals for the recipients, as well as ensuring the GLL Awards information was 
included in the AALL Conference Awards Brochure.   

https://www.harriscountylawlibrary.org/ex-libris-juris/2021/6/29/please-stand-by-a-law-librarian-will-be-with-you-shortly
https://www.aallnet.org/community/recognition/awards-schedule-notification-procedures/
https://www.aallnet.org/community/recognition/awards-schedule-notification-procedures/
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• The Committee Chair also wrote an article for the Summer 2022 edition of the GLL 
Newsletter.  The article provides a listing of all GLL Awards, as well as a listing of GLL 
members or institutions who received other AALL awards this year.   

• In collaboration with our VIP, Beth Wright, the Committee Chair developed an article 
about Beth and her work for NARF for publication in the Summer 2022 edition of the 
GLL Newsletter.  The Committee Chair sent Beth a link to the newsletter when it was 
published.  

• The Committee Chair provided GLL Award Committee information and procedures to 
Sarah Larsen, LISP Chair, who is interested in developing similar awards for the LISP 
SIS.   

• The Committee Chair has been asked to announce the Award recipients at the GLL 
Business meeting on July 17, 2022, in Denver, CO.  

• The Committee Chair communicated with award recipients about the July 17 GLL 
Business meeting to determine who will attend the meeting and who cannot.  All 
award recipients will be acknowledged at the Business Meeting.  All award recipients 
will receive an award crystal.  AALL will send award crystals directly to those 
recipients who cannot attend the meeting.   

• The GLL-SIS Chair, Miriam Child, will introduce Beth as the VIP speaker.  
 
Upcoming Activities 

• The Chair will be in contact with the VIP, Beth Wright, to arrange to meet and escort 
her to the Business Meeting and other programs. The Chair will also pick up Beth’s 
registration badge and materials.  

• Attend the GLL July 17 Business Meeting and announce the 2022 GLL Award 
recipients.   

• The Committee Chair will work with Chris Siwa to update the GLL Awards pages with 
the 2022 recipients’ award information. 
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