
1 
 

LH&RB  
Newsletter of the Legal History & Rare Books SIS of the American Association of Law Libraries 

Volume 27 Number 1 Fall 2020 

It’s hard to believe that I’m writing my outgoing 
column already. But time has moved differently 
in 2020. I hope that everyone is doing as well as 
is possible given the circumstances. The annual 
meeting wasn’t what we have come to expect, but 
it was really good to see everyone who was able 
to make it to the Business Meeting. 
 
I’m really happy that we began transitioning the 
Cohen presentation to an online format. It 
showed how we could arrange programming 
outside of the time restraints of the annual 
meeting. With so much going on in July—not 
just with the annual meeting going virtual, but 
life in general—it’s comforting to know that we 
will have LHRB programming to look forward to 
in the Fall and Winter. So stay tuned for that. 
 
Before I end my very short column, I want to say 

thank you. Thank you to everyone who 

contributed to LHRB during my time as Chair. 

Whether you attended an event or volunteered 

on a committee or shared on the listserv, you 

help make LHRB the SIS that it is. I enjoyed my 

time as Chair and cannot wait to see what the 

incoming officers will do over the course of the 

next year. ■  
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As we head into an academic year unlike any other, I write this column from my new 

“office” as my “office mate” purrs in his heated bed next to me. While I welcome his 

company, I miss being at my library every day. I miss my working with my colleagues. 

I miss my rare books! And I missed seeing all of you at AALL. 

By our board’s consent, LHRB had little to no presence at the annual meeting. While 

we did hold a virtual business meeting, we held no Host City Roundtable and we were 

unable to convert some great programs to the virtual format. We also lost the 

opportunity to connect, network and celebrate with one another. 

One positive that comes out of all of this is that we have greater access to virtual 

meeting software and we’ve all had time to become a bit more comfortable interacting 

virtually. That prompts me to announce that I’ll be hosting some Zoom happy hours 

on the second Friday of every month to give us all an opportunity to connect. I’ll hold 

the first on September 11th at 7 pm Eastern. Look for a Zoom invite in the LHRB 

listserv. 

Being forced to move to the virtual world allowed us all to reimagine and reconsider 

the kinds of educational opportunities we offer as an SIS. Christine and I mentioned at 

the LHRB business meeting in July that we hoped to work with the Black Caucus 

(now the Black Law Librarians SIS) to develop a virtual symposium tentatively entitled 

“Racial Reckoning in Special Collections.” We hope to have speakers discuss the 

variety of ways that race intersects with special collections such as documenting 

current events on racial justice, filling gaps in collections, dealing with racist 

documents and images from our institutional pasts, and promoting inclusion in 

special collections and rare book displays. We may also address the issue of 

monuments and what to do with them. 

I’m happy to report that the BLL-SIS chair, Errol Adams, and vice-chair Andre 

Davison will be meeting in the next couple of weeks with Heather Kushnerick and me 

to begin developing this idea. If you have specific suggestions, proposed speakers, or 

would like to participate, please email me (lktesar@wm.edu). We hope to pull this off 

later in the fall, so stay tuned. 
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I’d like to see the symposium as the first of many virtual educational opportunities we 

can develop. It would be fantastic if we could hold a few events or webinars a year. 

Maybe we need a professional development committee? Email me with ideas! 

Finally, I want to thank all of you who contribute or have contributed to LHRB in the 

past. Your service is invaluable. If you haven’t had an opportunity to volunteer and 

you’d like to become more involved in the SIS, please contact me and I’ll put you to 

work! 

I’m looking forward to a great LHRB year. Stay in touch. 

Take care, stay well! 

Linda ■ 
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I wish we could have had at least two issues 

of the LHRB newsletter this year, but I am 

bowing to the reality that a pandemic does 

actually throw a wrench into things. Thanks 

to all the contributors for keeping the 

newsletter going through these difficult times! 

Hopefully 2021 will allow the newsletter to 

return to a more normal pace of production. 

This talk of pandemic brings us to this 

newsletter’s unusual opening of outgoing and 

incoming chair columns. It is gratifying that 

we are in a SIS that is so cooperative and 

with leaders who can share the spotlight. 

Austin Williams also stepped up to the plate 

to give us an update on Special Collections at 

Georgetown under quarantine; I’m hoping his 

piece provides food for thought and serves as 

a historical marker for what we’ve been up 

against in 2020. I also welcome Kaylan Ellis 

as the member news column editor, who is off 

to a great start. Melissa Hyland and Noelle 

Sinclair relay the latest news on acquisitions 

and exhibits, proving that work is ongoing 

despite quarantines. In closing, Fred Shapiro 

provides us with a touching remembrance of 

Daniel Wade, the founder of the LHRB SIS. 

Thanks again to the editors and contributors! 

For more interesting items touching on legal 

history, please check out LHRB’s Twitter 

account (now with 354 followers!): 

https://twitter.com/lhrbsis.  

I welcome any comments or feedback on the 

newsletter: kcristobal@law.utexas.edu. ■   
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On July 10, Michele Pope, Loyola Law Library, Christine George, Cardozo Law Library, 

and I, hosted a day-long virtual symposium on disaster and emergency planning in 

libraries and archives. While we would have loved to present it in person at Loyola 

School of Law in New Orleans as originally planned, being forced to have it virtually 

came with one amazing perk: a much higher attendance. Over 450 people registered 

for the free event, and over 250 attended. The symposium was recorded and, when 

ready, the link will be posted on a LibGuide that Michele is creating.  A lot of 

information was shared, and I encourage all of you to watch the recording and check 

out the LibGuide when they become available (we will send out the link to the LHRB 

community). 

The symposium brought together 15 librarians and archivists to discuss emergency 

planning in depth. Unlike most symposiums I have attended, this one also included a 

presenter with a background in flood emergency procedures and flood warning 

systems, as well as being a member of the National Hydrologic Warning Council. 

Nicole Norelli gave a fascinating talk about how flood warning systems work as well as 

how different areas operate, depending on their flood infrastructure resources. It was a 

perspective I have never heard before, but it impressed upon me how difficult it is to 

interpret hydrological data and the importance of communication infrastructure when 

it comes to issuing flood and high water warnings. 

Throughout the day, attendees heard advice from those who have been through 

disasters, from earthquakes, hurricanes, and active shooters, to those water leaks that 

we all have (or will) experience but may not know what to do about. One of my favorite 

stories was from our keynote speaker, Dr. Emilie Gagnet Leumas, Director of Archives 

and Records for the Archdiocese of New Orleans and Curator at the Old Ursuline 

Convent Museum. She spoke about her father, a meteorologist in New Orleans. Their 

neighbors would check to see if he brought in the garbage cans when a storm was 

approaching to determine how bad it would be. A long time New Orleans resident, he 

only evacuated once and that was for Hurricane Katrina. 

Communication was the unofficial theme of the symposium, which, I think, makes 

sense. If COVID-19 has taught us anything, it is that communication is vital in any 

 

2020 Archives Recap 

Communication is Key: Emergency and 

Disaster Planning in Libraries and Archives 

By Heather Kushnerick, MA, MLS, CA 
Special Collections Librarian & College Archivist 

The Fred Parks Law Library 
South Texas College of Law Houston 

hkushnerick@stcl.edu 
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emergency. Speakers discussed how to get your voice heard during a capital campaign 

for a new space, the importance of cross-departmental cooperation during an 

emergency, and the value of keeping all stakeholders in the loop during the recovery 

process. A key part of ensuring good communication is having a Continuity of 

Operations Plan (COOP) as part of your disaster plan.  While this should be an 

institution-wide policy, it is also important to have one that is department specific. 

COOPs ensure that there are clear lines of communication; they let staff members 

know who to call for what, what their responsibilities are, and they give everyone a 

little peace of mind. Deborah Smith, director of the Essex Library Consortium shared 

the consortium’s COOP, to give everyone a starting point. 

At the end of the day, Robin Schard, Associate Director, University of Miami Law 

Library, walked participants through creating their own disaster and emergency 

response plan. She provided a template that allows for customization. In keeping with 

the overall communication theme, a blank phone tree is in the first section of the plan, 

followed by a personnel directory with tables that spell out who is responsible for 

updating websites, social media, and on-site signage. In hurricane prone areas, this is 

a fast and easy way to make sure that all staff know what their responsibilities are 

during the preparation process. In areas where you have to react to disasters after 

they occur, having responsibilities spelled out helps the recovery process run more 

smoothly.  

Many of the presenters shared their resources, myself included. My institution based 

our Infectious Disease Plan on the CDC 2017 Pandemic Flu Update. I feel very lucky 

that my institution has this section in our plan and was able to implement it in 

February of this year, allowing all of us at South Texas to be prepared when the work 

from home order was issued by Harris County in late March. Since we’ve been at 

home, communication has been more important than ever. We live and die by our 

email and calendar. Zoom is a part of our “normal” workday: be it a staff meeting, a 

reference interview, and most recently, a phone call. Did you know that Zoom has a 

phone feature? Yep – you can forward your office phone (or the reference desk) to your 

Zoom account and answer it on your cell phone or through your computer.  

My first professional archivist job was at The Menil Collection, an art museum here in 

Houston. It was built to withstand a category 5 hurricane, but the archives are located 

in the basement. My supervisor very matter of factly told to me that there are two 

types of basements in the world: those that have flooded and those that haven’t 

flooded yet. That’s true of all libraries and special collections. There are those that 

have dealt with disasters, big or small, and those that haven’t dealt with them yet. 

Pipes break, AC units leak, extreme weather events can occur anywhere, and 

pandemics happen. We don’t need to live in fear of these things, but we do need to 

have a plan for when they happen because they will happen. Everyone involved with 

your institution needs to be aware of your emergency plan, know where they fall 

within the chain of command, and know what is expected of them. That can only be 

accomplished through communication. ■ 
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The Covid-19 pandemic changed the way we lived, worked, and played in the spring 

and summer of 2020. Arm chairs became offices, broadway shows became streaming 

events, and we were faced with a question we have only had to think about in disaster 

planning sessions — what would happen if we were unable to access our physical 

collections for an extended period of time?   

I’m sure many LH&RB members have been wondering what others have been doing 

over the last few months and what the next three, six, or even twelve months may hold 

for special collections and rare books. How do we provide access to resources that you 

can’t make available for contactless delivery? Are there significant projects that you 

can undertake now to make these collections more accessible when life returns to 

normal? 

Since March 24, 2020, the entire staff at Georgetown University Law Library have 

been working remotely, with only a few people starting to go back to the building on a 

very limited basis in July. The move to remote work meant that many staff members 

were no longer able to perform onsite responsibilities, such as processing and caring 

for physical materials and staffing service points.  

While we have not yet been able to provide researchers with physical access to our 

special collections, the Georgetown University Law Library staff have made progress on 

many of our back end projects that support the discovery and accessibility of our 

special collections materials. As part of our transition to remote work, we took the 

opportunity to utilize staff and students from our Library Research Services, 

Acquisitions, Access Services, and Library Administration departments to work on 

many of these projects that had built up over time in special collections. Training for 

all of these projects took place via Zoom. 

Below are a few highlights of some of projects we have made significant headway on 

since March 24th:  

• Entering collection inventories into ArchiveSpace for seven manuscript 

collections 

 

Special Times for Special Collections 
 

By Austin Martin Williams 
Interim Director of the Law Library 
Georgetown University Law Library 

aw1155@georgetown.edu  
 
 

http://aspace.ll.georgetown.edu/public/repositories/3/resources/82
mailto:aw1155@georgetown.edu
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• Cataloging rare books using images taken prior to staff working remotely 

• Transcribing eleven oral history interviews with Law Center faculty, staff, and 

alumni 

• Enhancing Law Center timeline information in preparation for 150th 

Anniversary events 

• Adding previously scanned student newspapers and Law Center bulletins to 

Digital Georgetown 

• Completing the processing of two major accessions of born-digital images from 

the campus' Communications Department 

 

While the pandemic has been hard on everyone both professionally and personally, 

there will be at least two positive outcomes from this experience for us. First, at the 

end of all of this, we will have made significant progress on several necessary and 

time-consuming data entry and clean up projects. Second, many of our staff members 

will have gained valuable experience working on projects that will have enhanced their 

skills and may even open up new opportunities for them in the future. In July 2020, 

we started planning for what it might look like to return to the office on a very limited 

basis. While the hope is that we will be able to provide some limited in-person access 

to our special collections in the coming months, as with everything in 2020, only time 

will tell. ■ 

 

 

  

https://wrlc-gulaw.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01WRLC_GUNIVLAW/eqptcf/alma991011029209004113
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handle/10822/1054484
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/150/timeline/
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handle/10822/1041475
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handle/10822/711831
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FROM THE DANIEL R. COQUILLETTE RARE BOOK ROOM, BOSTON COLLEGE LAW LIBRARY: 

“Female Imprimatur: Women in the Lawbook Trade” 

The Daniel R. Coquillette Rare Book Room in the Boston College Law Library will have 

an exhibit this fall and winter called "Female Imprimatur: Women in the Lawbook 

Trade."  

Inspired by the 100th anniversary of the 19th amendment, which granted suffrage to 

some American women, and by past exhibits such as Yale Law Library’s “Evidence of 

Women” (2015, curated by Anna Franz), we dug into our collections to find imprints 

with women printers and booksellers.  

Keep an eye out for announcements about the exhibit website and the catalog so that 

you can learn more about entrepreneurial widows, women in printing families, the law 

patent, the Stationers' Company, the great Elizabeth Nutt, and more!  

The Daniel R. Coquillette Rare Book Room is open to visitors on weekdays from 9am - 

5pm.  

 

FROM THE LILLIAN GOLDMAN LAW LIBRARY, YALE LAW SCHOOL: 

“PRECEDENTS SO SCRAWL'D AND BLURR'D: READERS' MARKS IN LAW BOOKS” 

Books are the lawyer's tools and the law student's laboratory, and nothing brings this 

home better than the marks that they leave in their books. An online exhibition from 

Yale's Lillian Goldman Law Library showcases 39 annotated books from its Rare Book 

Collection. "Precedents So Scrawl'd and Blurr'd: Readers' Marks in Law Books," is now 

online at https://onlineexhibits.library.yale.edu/s/marks-in-lawbooks.  

The exhibition's title comes from John Anstey's verse satire of the legal profession, 

"The Pleader's Guide" (1796): "Precedents so scrawl'd and blurr'd / I scarce could read 

one single word." 

Exhibition curator Mike Widener, the Law Library's rare book librarian, selected 

volumes spanning seven centuries and three continents. The books offer both research 

potential and insights into the roles that law books have played in people's lives. The 

marks left by readers document the lived experience of the law, and remind us that 

law is above all a human endeavor. 

 

Exhibits 

Noelle M. Sinclair 

https://onlineexhibits.library.yale.edu/s/marks-in-lawbooks
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The volumes illustrate the work of lawyers, law students, law professors, and authors 

throughout the centuries. Doodles suggest the writers taking a break from dreary legal 

studies. Scraps of poetry can be sources for literary scholars. Readers also used their 

books to record events, ranging from a drunken outburst in the New Jersey assembly 

to a famous naval battle of the War of 1812 and the beheading of Henry VIII's fifth 

queen. 

"These books represent a small fraction of the annotated books in the Yale Law 

Library's rare book collection," said Widener. "They demonstrate the value of collecting 

these artifacts, and constitute the Law Library’s invitation to explore them further." 

"Precedents So Scrawl'd and Blurr'd" is the latest in a series of exhibitions that 

examine law books as physical artifacts, and the relationships between their forms 

and content. 

 

 

From "Precedents So Scrawl'd and Blurr'd" exhibit 

Castile (Kingdom). Ordenanzas reales. [Salamanca, 1500]. 

https://onlineexhibits.library.yale.edu/s/marks-in-lawbooks/page/indexing 
  

https://onlineexhibits.library.yale.edu/s/marks-in-lawbooks/page/indexing
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14-YEAR ACQUISITIONS CAMPAIGN AT YALE COMES TO A PAUSE 

BY MIKE WIDENER, RARE BOOK LIBRARIAN 

My fourteen years of acquisitions for the Yale Law Library’s rare book collection 

concludes with my approaching retirement and the COVID-19 crisis. I am happy to 

report that my acquisitions have ended with a bang (several bangs, to be precise). 

The law books I’ve most eagerly sought out are 

those with illustrations. The last batch of 

acquisitions includes a spectacular edition of 

the laws of Frederick III of Denmark, Lex Regia 

(Copenhagen, 1709). This 21-inch tall folio 

consists entirely of 20 finely engraved plates, 

containing the text of the laws surrounded by 

borders of flowers, birds, whales, elephants, 

fish, camels, reindeer, dogs, horses, ships, 

armaments, heraldry, characters from 

mythology, and baroque filagree. 

Another outstanding addition to our illustrated 

law collection is a late 15th-century Italian 

manuscript containing an abridgment of 

Giovanni d’Andrea’s treatise on the 

impediments to marriage. It includes a hand-

drawn tree of consanguinity and a diagram of 

affinity. Other illustrated law books include 

over a dozen 17th-18th century German books 

with allegorical frontispieces that graphically 

interpret the books’ themes. 

Early Italian statutes has been another focus. 

The last batch of acquisitions included three dozen titles in 58 volumes. Among the most 

significant are four sets of regulations governing the Jewish Ghetto of Rome, all of them 

 

Recent  

Acquisitions 

Melissa M. Hyland 

Lex regia, det er: den Souveraine Konge-Lov 

(København: R. Rostgaard, 1709) 
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the only copies in North America and none represented in more than two copies in 

Europe, according to WorldCat. 

Our William Blackstone Collection, already the world’s most comprehensive, was 

enriched by the acquisition of a manuscript abridgment of the first two volumes of 

Blackstone’s Commentaries prepared by Jonathan Williams, a grand nephew of 

Benjamin Franklin. We also acquired what appears to be Sir William Meredith’s own 

copy of his Letter to Dr. Blackstone (London, 1770), with Meredith’s proposed corrections 

that never made it into the second edition. Meredith’s Letter was one of the salvos in the 

John Wilkes election controversy. 

Additions to the American Trials Collection included a previously unrecorded 1820 

broadside urging the New Jersey legislature to pass retaliatory legislation against the 

Fulton steamboat monopoly. Another was a set of appellate briefs in August Spies et al. 

v. Illinois (1886), a case growing out of the Chicago Haymarket Riot of 1886, with much 

of the evidence introduced at trial. Fictitious trials topped off the U.S. acquisitions, with 

fifteen first editions of Arthur Train’s Mr. Tutt detective novels, 1920-1945, most in their 

original dust jackets. 

The final additions to the Juvenile Jurisprudence Collection included Kid’s Law: A 

Handbook for Children About South Carolina Law (2010) and Le jury pour rire (1914), a 

French card game of a jury trial. 

These acquisitions mark the close of a period of remarkable growth for the Lillian 

Goldman Law Library’s rare book collection. Since my arrival in August 2006 the 

collection has acquired 5,800 titles by purchase, and another 650 as gifts. Among the 

highlights of the last fourteen years: 

▪ From the Association of the Bar of the City of New York came over 2,000 titles of 

Roman, canon, German, and other foreign law. 

▪ 560 titles were selected from the English law collection of Anthony Taussig, the 

finest collection of rare English law books ever assembled. 

▪ The Taussig acquisitions helped form almost complete collections of the legal 

works of William Lambarde, William Sheppard, and Giles Jacob, among the most 

prolific legal authors of the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries respectively. 

▪ Additions to the William Blackstone Collection, now totaling 570 titles, included 

an untrimmed first edition of the Commentaries on the Laws of England in original 

blue boards, a 2006 Chinese translation, five manuscript abridgments, and (my 

favorite) Blackstone’s manuscript paystub from the University of Oxford for his 

Vinerian lectures, which became the seed of his Commentaries. 

▪ The collection of early Italian statutes has grown to 1500 titles, and is surpassed 

only by the library of the Italian Senate in Rome. 

▪ The Juvenile Jurisprudence Collection has almost doubled from Morris Cohen’s 

initial gift and now totals 310 titles. 
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▪ Collections acquired en bloc included 60 titles on the Mexican Constitution of 

1917 and 25 titles on the Spanish Constitution of Cadiz (1812). 

▪ We assembled a complete collection of the Supernatural Law comic books, 

featuring Wolff & Byrd, “attorneys for the macabre.” 

▪ The Yale Law Library became the official archive of the Green Bag’s U.S. Supreme 

Court bobblehead dolls (thanks to Fred Shapiro). 

Of “the ones that got away,” the one I most regret is James Hughes, A Report of the 

Causes Determined by the Late Supreme Court for the District of Kentucky (Lexington: 

John Bradford, 1803). Its maps illustrating early Kentucky land title litigation make it 

the earliest American law book with illustrations. LHRB-SIS members may recognize it 

as the birthplace of our mascot Hughes-Humphreys, the bison whose image adorns one 

of the maps. The copy held by the Association of the Bar of the City of New York was 

auctioned in 2014, and in spite of what we thought was an extremely aggressive bid, we 

were left far, far behind in the bidding. 

These fourteen years of growth in our Rare Book Collection would not have occurred 

without the consistent, enthusiastic support of two outstanding directors of the Lillian 

Goldman Law Library, Blair Kauffman and Teresa Miguel-Stearns. They both valued the 

role of special collections in the library’s goal to be the best academic law library in the 

world. I owe a special thanks to Fred Shapiro, our Associate Librarian for Collections & 

Access, my eager and learned colleague in collection development, who was largely 

responsible for bringing me to Yale. My esteemed collaborators in the rare book trade 

are too numerous to mention. Throughout my tenure I have benefited from the advice, 

assistance, and example of my LHRB-SIS colleagues Karen Beck, Laurel Davis, Ryan 

Greenwood, Doug Lind, Jennie Meade, Scott Pagel, and Sabrina Sondhi, and from the 

mentorship of David Warrington and the late, great Morris Cohen. I cannot omit the late 

Roy M. Mersky, who gave me my start in special collections at the Tarlton Law Library, 

University of Texas at Austin, and who’d be doing cartwheels in his grave if I didn't 

mention him. Thanks, RMM. My greatest debt is to my wife Emma, an outstanding 

librarian, for inspiring me to undertake this career and supporting me all the way. 

The growth of the Yale Law Library’s historical collections is not ended, but only paused. 

I am certain my replacement, whoever that may be, will enjoy the same support I have 

benefited from, and I hope she or he has at least half as much fun as I’ve had. 
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NEW ACQUISITIONS IN SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, JACOB BURNS LAW LIBRARY, THE GEORGE 

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

BY JENNIE C. MEADE, DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

In the past year, the Jacob Burns Law Library has added an especially diverse group of 

works to Special Collections: an incunabulum, a broadside of colossal dimensions 

produced during the French Revolution, early American justice of the peace manuals, 

Napoleon’s codes, works of French legal humor, and a number of customary law works. 

Coutumes.  A slim volume of only 48 leaves, Les Covstvmes Reformées de la Prevosté et 

Vicomté de Paris (Chartres, 1600) appears to be a unique copy.  The Coutume de Paris 

was compiled originally in 1510 and redacted in 1580.  The printer of this 1600 edition, 

Claude Cottereau, first was printer to the town of Chartres, and later became printer to 

the King (“imprimeur du roi”).  Printers with this status gained an exclusive right to the 

printing and sale of a particular book for a specified length of time. 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Les Covstvmes Reformées de la Prevosté et 

Vicomté de Paris (Chartres, 1600) 
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Other customary law additions to the collection include several other scarce 

compilations. Coutumes du Pays et Duché de Normandie (Rouen, 1701), is one of two 

recorded copies.  This codification of the Normandy coutume was ratified in 1585, with 

the first edition published in 1586. Los Fors et Costvmas dev Royavme de Navarre (Pau, 

1681) presents the customary law of lower Navarre, composed in the Béarnese dialect.   

The customary law of Bourges appeared in print for the first time in Co[n]suetudines 

Inclite Ciuitatis et Septene Biturigum (Paris, 1508).  This post-incunabulum features 

glosses by the jurist Nicolas Bohier in Latin, surrounding the French text.  Its scholarly 

marginalia never have been trimmed during a binding process, and thus are legible in 

their entirety.  

Among other customary law acquisitions during the past year is Covstvmes de 

Chasteavnevf en Thimerays (Chartres, 1627), a palm-sized edition of Charles du 

Moulin’s commentary and text, with annotations by Jacques du Lorens. 

Incunabulum.  The unusual Su[m]mula Clarissimi iurisco[n]sultissimiq[ue] viri 

Raymu[n]di (Cologne, 1500) is an epitome in verse of St. Raymund of Penafort’s Summa 

de poenitentia et matrimonio, with commentary and interlinear glosses.  Attributed to 

Adamus, a thirteenth-century Cistercian monk, his verse is accompanied by a prose 

commentary on the Summa.  This volume also contains the text of the Summa, and 

Raymund’s commentary on the trees of consanguinity and affinity.  

An extraordinary French Revolution broadside.  A single monumental sheet 

measuring approximately 66” x 23” is one format in which the Décrets de la Convention 

Nationale, du 12 mai 1793 (Marseille, 1793) details the organization of the military 

criminal tribunals and penal code enacted to apply to the civilian army raised by the 

Convention Nationale, known as l’Armée de l’an II.  The Reign of Terror commenced 

shortly after this broadside was issued. When found on the market today, this document 

usually appears as a pamphlet. 

American justice of the peace manuals.  Henry Hitchcock’s The Alabama Justice of 

the Peace (Cahawba, 1822) is held to be the first book published in Alabama, and is the 

only edition of this title.  Hitchcock was Alabama’s attorney general at the time he wrote 

his book, and later sat on the Alabama Supreme Court as its Chief Justice. 

An Abridgment of Burn’s Justice of the Peace and Parish Officer (Boston, 1773), printed 

in pre-revolutionary Massachusetts, is the only American edition of this popular British 

manual; printer and seller Greenleaf explains that the English and Scottish portions 

were excised to make this a truly American edition as well as less expensive and bulky.  

Napoleon’s codes.  An unusually well-preserved pocket copy of Napoleon’s code of 

criminal procedure, Code d’Instruction Criminelle (Paris, 1810), joined our extensive 

collection of the codes overseen by Napoleon.  Its 16mo dimension suited the book for 
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daily use, making its long-term survival problematic, and thus ensuring its scarcity 

today. 

Henri-Jean-Baptiste Dard’s critical edition of the Code Civil des Français (Paris, 1805) 

is a first edition. This copy is unique; it is interleaved and extensively annotated, in 

several hands, with passages dated from 1805 to 1820, on the recto and verso of 

approximately thirty leaves.  This title went through several editions and is the first 

critical edition of the Code Civil.   

French legal humor, illustrated.  Three titles illustrated by the prolific comic artist 

Joseph Hémard (1880-1961) have joined our humor collection:  Code Civil (Paris, 1925), 

Code Général des Impôts Directs (Paris, 1944), and Codes des Gens Honnêtes (Paris, 

1944).  Part of the charm of Hémard’s witty and whimsical color illustrations is his 

unexpected choice of works to illustrate: the Code Civil, a French tax code, and Balzac’s 

piece on how not to be swindled.  The juxtaposition of the serious and the silly is bound 

to elicit smiles from his audience. 
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Congratulations to the many LHRB-SIS members who received awards from AALL in 

2020! Steven P. Anderson (Thurgood Marshall State Law Library of Maryland) was a 

recipient of the Hall of Fame Award.  Frederick Dingledy (William & Mary Law School 

Library) won the Law Library Journal Article of the Year Award for “From Stele to 

Silicon: Publication of Statutes, Public Access to the Law, and the Uniform Electronic 

Legal Material Act.” Nicolas Mignanelli (University of Miami School of Law Library) 

earned the AALL/LexisNexis Call For Papers Award, New Member Division, for “Legal 

Research and Its Discontents: A Bibliographic Essay on Critical Approaches to Legal 

Research.” Teresa Miguel-Stearns (University of Arizona Law Library) won the 

Innovations in Technology Award for the ALLStAR Official Survey. Leah Prescott 

(Georgetown University Law Library) was co-winner of the Public Access to 

Government Information Award for the Foreign Intelligence Law Collection. Janet 

Sinder (Brooklyn Law School Library) earned the AALL/LexisNexis Call For Papers 

Award, Open Division, for “Correcting the Record: Law Journals and Scholarly 

Integrity in the Digital Age.”  

*** 

Sharon Bradley (University of Georgia Law Library) presented multiple sessions at the 

2019 Georgia Libraries Conference in Macon, GA in October 2019. Sharon was co-

presenter for both “How to Hack Outreach: An A to Z Guide of Collaborative Ideas, 

Tips & Tools” and “Quick Take: Timelords & Timelines: Four Web Apps for Storytelling 

in Libraries,” and sole presenter for “What the Japanese, the Swedes, and the 

Minimalists Can Teach Us About Library Instruction.” 

*** 

Meggan Farish Cashwell (University of Virginia Law Library) joined the Arthur J. 

Morris Law Library Special Collections and Digital Scholarship department as the 

Horatio and Florence Farmer Postdoctoral Fellow in Legal History in fall 2019. She is 

researching and making accessible the library’s forthcoming edited history of legal 

education at the UVA School of Law. 

*** 

Member News 

Kaylan Ellis 
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Laurel Davis (Boston College Law Library) put forth an exhibit in fall 2019 called 

“Dictionaries and the Law.” Among the highlights of the exhibit were a 1641 edition of 

Rastell’s Termes de la Ley, a first edition of Webster’s An American Dictionary of the 

English Language, and three books loaned from the library of Karolyne and Bryan A. 

Garner, editor in chief of Black’s Law Dictionary. A Legal History Roundtable event 

related to the exhibit was held on October 24. Images and the catalog from the 

dictionaries exhibit are available on the exhibit webpage. 

*** 

Ryan Greenwood (University of Minnesota Law Library) co-curated the exhibit “Noted 

and Notable: Treasures of the Riesenfeld Rare Books Research Center” in spring 2020. 

Ryan also published “Special Collections in View: Marketing and Outreach as 

Reference Services,” 38 Legal Reference Services Quarterly 102 (2019). 

*** 

Nicholas Mignanelli and Sarah C. Slinger (both University of Miami School of Law 

Library) published “A Matter for Interpretation: An Inquiry into Confederate 

Symbolism and the Florida State Flag,” 10 University of Miami Race & Social Justice 

Law Review 115 (2020). Their article examines the origins of the “red bars” found on 

Florida’s state flag.  

*** 

In April 2020, Teresa Miguel-Stearns (University of Arizona Law Library) assumed the 

roles of Associate Dean, Legal Information Innovation and Director, Law Library & 

Professor of Law in the Daniel F. Cracchiolo Law Library, James E. Rogers College of 

Law at the University of Arizona. She previously served the Lillian Goldman Law 

Library at Yale Law School in a number of roles for nearly 15 years, most recently as 

Director of the Law Library beginning in 2016. 

*** 

Mark Podvia (University of West Virginia Law Library) published “The Battle of the 

Law Books,” 23 Green Bag 43 (2019). Mark worked on the piece during his rehab last 

fall. Congratulations to Mark on both his scholarship and his recovery! 

*** 

Paul Pruitt (University of Alabama Law Library) co-authored Law and Miscellaneous 

Works: The Lives and Careers of Joel White and Amand Pfister, Booksellers and 

Publishers (University of Alabama School of Law, 2019). The book features facsimiles 

https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/law/sites/current-students/library/special-collections/rare-book-room/exhibits/dictionaries.html
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of White and Pfister’s mid-nineteeth century catalogs along with essays by Paul Pruitt, 

David Durham, and Michael Hoeflich.  

*** 

Daniel Wade (Yale Law Library), founder of LHRB, passed away earlier this year. See 

below for his memorial. 

*** 

Mike Widener (Yale Law Library) presented over 30 annotated and inscribed law 

books in the Spring 2020 exhibit “Precedents So Scrawl’d and Blurr’d: Readers’ Marks 

in Law Books,” both physically and virtually, and also co-curated “Trial by Media: The 

Queen Caroline Affair,” a joint online exhibition between Yale University’s Lewis 

Walpole Library and Lillian Goldman Law Library. Additionally, Mike will be retiring 

from Yale on April 30, 2021, after almost 15 years at the Lillian Goldman Law Library, 

preceded by a 14-year tenure at the University of Texas Law Library. 
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Daniel Wade, Curator for Foreign and 

International Law at the Yale Law 

Library, passed away on May 28.  Dan 

was the founder of the AALL Legal History 

and Rare Books SIS.  Mark Podvia has 

recorded that "The May 1989 issue of 

AALL Newsletter included the following 

announcement: 'A new SIS for Legal 

History and Rare Books is currently being 

formed.' … Those interested in the new 

SIS were directed to contact Dan Wade at 

Yale Law Library.  He later recalled that 

… the idea to start the SIS was his." 

Dan was not the founder of the Foreign 

Comparative and International SIS—that, 

I believe, was Claire Germain of Cornell—

but he was crucial to the FCIL group 

being launched.  Dan was the preeminent 

foreign/international law librarian of his 

time, and mentored generations of young 

FCIL librarians.  The FCIL SIS named 

their major award after him, and he 

himself was the first recipient of that 

award. 

At Yale, Dan focused on collection 

development.  He believed, as I do, in a 

grand vision of law library collection development: that a large research library should 

collect, not only for the immediate needs of their primary patrons, but also for the 

national community and for future patrons.  Because foreign law is more difficult to 

acquire than domestic materials, it is crucial that the larger law libraries collaborate in 

order to ensure that materials from throughout the world have at least one copy in the 

United States.  To further this goal, Dan instigated (together with Kent McKeever of 

 

Daniel Wade R.I.P. 

By Fred Shapiro 

Associate Director for Collections and Access 

Lillian Goldman Law Library  

Yale Law School 

 

Daniel Wade. Photo by Shana Jackson 
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Columbia) yet another important organization, the Northeast Foreign Law Librarians' 

Cooperative Group.  In an era of budget cuts and retrenchment in the library 

profession, Dan's grand vision is needed now more than ever. 

Dan started at Yale three weeks before I did, in 1987.  He had previously worked at 

the Vanderbilt and University of Houston law libraries.  Before that, he was a 

"professional student."  In addition to law and library degrees, he had a B.A. in 

History, an M.A. in Medieval Islamic History, a Master of Divinity degree, and an M.A. 

in History of Religions from the University of Chicago.   

Dan was a large man physically and in every other respect.  His passion for 

librarianship was matched by a tireless devotion to peace and social justice, especially 

racial justice and equality, climate justice, and immigrant rights.  Even at the very end 

of his life, he was signing up for numerous progressive causes.  A third passion was 

religion.  He was an ordained minister and a very active member of the United Church 

of Christ, the Unitarian Society of Greater New Haven, Interfaith Cooperative 

Ministries, Christian Community Action, and Congregations Organized for a New 

Connecticut.  At a time when so much of what was good in our world is being lost, his 

loss is a big one. ■     
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