
 

LISP-SIS ANNUAL MEETING 

Videoconference 
July 8, 2021 
2:00 PM Central 
 
Present: Luis Acosta, Pauline Afuso, Jessica Almeida, Joan Bellestri, Jennifer Dubetz, Nicole Dyslewski, 
Sara Galligan, Leslie Greenwood, Juanita Harrell, Lisa Heidenreich, Brian Huffman, Sarah Larsen, Colleen 
McCarroll, David McFadden, Catherine McGuire, John Murphy, Shanna Pritchett, Jenna Pontious, Heather 
Simmons, Karen Westwood 
 
Meeting called to order at 2:06 pm CDT. 

WELCOME 

Pauline Afuso called the meeting to order and welcomed the attendees.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The attendees approved the minutes for the last annual meeting with no objections or abstentions. There 
were no amendments.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Treasurer’s Report: Lisa Heidenreich 
As of March 31, 2021, we have $11,330.47 in the account, which is higher than previous years because 
while we have been taking in dues, we have spent much less due to COVID and the virtual nature of the 
2020 AALL Annual Meeting. Not reflected in this figure is $120.00 we spent to cosponsor a virtual showing 
of the film “Coded Bias” with Law Librarians of New England and Research Crits Caucus. 
 
Blog: Jessica Almeida (Editor) 
The LISP/SR Blog had a successful year.  We added 32 posts contributed by 14 authors.  We had a total 
of 3,988 views from 2,694 visitors.  The "Reopening Our Libraries" series was very popular, and many 
posts were advertised on KnowItAALL.  The 3 most viewed posts were:  

1. Reopening During a Pandemic: A Second Look 
2. Outreach and Access to Justice in a Pandemic 
3. Reopening in the Time of COVID-19: The Adventure of Hawaii’s Supreme Court Law Library 
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The Web Committee worked on a new social media policy which was approved by the LISP and SR 
executive boards and posted in the fall.  SR named a co-editor and has started to contribute posts too. 
 
Bylaws: Luis Acosta (Co-Chair) 
No new activities to report. Consulted with Pauline on the election issue discussed below. 
 
Education: Nicole Dyslewski (Co-Chair) 
Thanked co-chair Rebecca Sherman for her partnership and support in focusing on diversity and outreach 
with this year’s programming. Hosted a virtual screening of the film “Coded Bias” cosponsored with Law 
Librarians of New England and Research Crits Caucus followed by a panel discussion. Proposed and 
received approval for two AALL programs: “Diversifying the Law Library Collection with Intentionality” and 
the LISP-sponsored “Understanding Bias in Artificial Intelligence: How Bias Impacts Our Patrons and the 
Criminal Justice System”.  Volunteers and program proposals are welcomed and encouraged. 
 
Grants and Awards: Shanna Pritchett (Chair) 
Shanna is glad to be joining us and planning on getting the committee up to speed in the coming year, as 
last year there was no activity due to COVID. 
 
Nominations: Pauline Afuso (in lieu of Chair) 
Nominations Committee is seeking a Chair. See Election Results/Discussion section below for other 
business. 
 
Toolkits: Artie Berns (Chair) 
No update provided. Artie not able to be present. 
 
Web: Brian Huffman (Chair) 
Social media policy was updated and posted. The committee will make updates to the toolkit and 
leadership pages. 

PROGRAMMING UPDATE ON AALL  

AALL Virtual Meeting July 19-23, 2021 
Nicole noted that LISP has two sponsored programs, one on-demand and one live-streamed: “Diversifying 
the Law Library Collection with Intentionality” and “Understanding Bias in Artificial Intelligence: How Bias 
Impacts Our Patrons and the Criminal Justice System”.  Pauline asked if anyone was aware of anyone else 
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from LISP speaking at an AALL program that we should know about and promote; response was negative. 

ELECTION RESULTS/DISCUSSION 

Pauline raised the following points regarding the Election results: 

• The election did complete last Friday, and we do have a clear winner for each position, 
with one write-in candidate.  Jessica Almeida, UMass School of Law is the new Vice 
Chair, and Lisa Heidenreich, Mitchell Hamline School of Law, serving her second term 
as Secretary/Treasurer. 

• But the election was late, in violation of the Bylaws, section 5(f) that the election be 
completed at least 2 months prior to the date of the AALL meeting.  In addition to that, 
the previous steps that led up to announcing candidates were also missed. 

• The issue:  Not following Bylaws makes the election look suspicious, doesn’t give time 
for members to volunteer to be a candidate, and reflects poorly on the candidates we did 
choose to run for office.  These issues were raised by a member of LISP.   

• I raised these valid concerns with the Bylaws committee to help decide the best way to 
be fix the error and be in compliance with the Bylaws. 

• Recommendation:  Since the election was not completed in accordance with the Bylaws, 
officially, the positions will become vacant at the end of the AALL Business Meeting.  
There is no mechanism in the Bylaws for rectifying a late election, but the Bylaws do 
state that the if there is a vacancy, the Executive Committee can appoint people to fill 
the vacancies.  Since the election does indicate two clear winners, the EC can use these 
results to fill the vacancies after the AALL Business Meeting.  (Bylaws section 5(h)).  
Once the positions are filled, we will be in compliance with the Bylaws. 

• This suggestion from the Bylaws committee was presented to the Executive Board, who 
agreed that this would be a reasonable way to proceed. 

• The whole issue – late election, Bylaws issues, solution, was also presented to Patrick 
Parsons, Chair of SIS Chairs Council, and he agreed that it was a reasonable solution. 

• I wanted to present this at the Business meeting to explain everything and to be 
available to answer questions, in case there are other concerns about why the election 
was late and the consequences. 

Pauline invited comments, questions, and discussion. Brian Huffman commented that he felt the election 
was fair and that it should be noted as an exceptional situation due to the pandemic.  Karen Westwood 
commented that she felt this was a responsible way to react to the situation, and that the proposed 
resolution was a win-win, an elegant solution, and a good approach overall. 

There being no objections, the Executive Committee will appoint Jessica Almeida and Lisa Heidenreich to 
the positions as described above. 
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RECOGNITION FOR A JOB WELL-DONE! 

Outgoing Past Chair Catherine McGuire belatedly thanked and recognized previous Past Chair Artie Berns 
(not in attendance) for his support, responsiveness, and many accomplishments during his tenure, and 
noted that an appropriate thank-you has been sent to him. 
 
Pauline Afuso thanked outgoing Past Chair Catherine McGuire for her support as the voice of reason and 
calm advice along with her hard work in service of our SIS.  Pauline presented Catherine with a gift card to 
a local garden store. 

PASSING ON THE TORCH/WORDS FROM OUR NEW CHAIR 

Outgoing Chair Pauline Afuso expressed her thanks to everyone who is a part of this SIS, gave special 
shout outs to all the committee chairs who keep everything going, gave thanks to the Executive Committee 
for keeping her going, and thanks to the members who support our small but mighty SIS and our mission to 
provide accurate and timely legal information to our patrons, then introduced incoming Chair Sarah Larsen. 

Sarah Larsen thanked Pauline and the Executive Committee for their support, noted that it has been a 
crazy pandemic year and that she is anxious to get past it. She sees the transition out of the pandemic as 
an opportunity to reassess library services and feels our SIS has much to contribute. 
 
She hopes to accomplish these objectives over the next year: 

• Update operational documents and create a manual to assist committee chairs in the performance 
of their duties 

• Continue to work with other SIS’s to support the organizations Diversity, Equity and Inclusion work 
• Focus on recruiting new members and encouraging volunteering  

o One way to do that is by sharing experiences through blog posts so all can benefit  
 
Sarah looks forward to seeing everyone in person and is excited to see what the next year brings.   

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS 

Leslie Greenwood suggested we repost reminders of where the links are to the Toolkit spreadsheets. 
Sarah said she will send the links out. 
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Catherine McGuire suggested a project based on a spreadsheet that she has been maintaining which is a 
list of projects and partnerships among law libraries to support, train, and share resources among and with 
public libraries. This spreadsheet could be the basis for a single resource to collect such information and 
could be posted on the web or somewhere else where it could be widely accessible and useful. 
 
Heather Simmons volunteered to plan our SIS social gathering at the AALL Annual Meeting in Denver. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:55 pm CDT.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lisa Heidenreich 
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