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Message from the Chair:
A Proposal for Electronic Publishing

Mark Folmsbee

We are all building webs on Internet these days, and some
libraries have begun to consider expanding their web to do other
things besides describe their library or law school. I want to offer
a brief proposal, for a model that a law library might follow, if
that library is interested in expanding into electronic publishing.
Specifically, I suggest that State Supreme Court, and Court of
Appeals Decisions, can be electronically published by the library
or law school on an Internet web site.

I am not going to explain "why" I believe this is a good idea or
suggest "how" a library might obtain the resources to do this. I
merely want to propose a basic model.

DRAFT PROPOSAL FOR LOADING STATE SUPREME
COURT AND COURT OF APPEALS OPINIONS ON

INTERNET

Introduction - The Initial Meeting

Like all projects, the key decision makers must be gathered
together to discuss the realistic possibility of becoming an
electronic publisher. In my view, the key players in a state court
system are:

" the Justices (usually the Supreme Court),
" Judges (usually Court of Appeals),
• the State Reporter,
" the Court Administrator.
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• the State Law Library,
* the Court MIS (Computer) Department,
• representatives from interested Law Schools, and
* the Public Relations Department of the Court system.

I would hope that most courts have a committee of some sort,
that could be used as a forum to "draw in" the decision
makers.

The next and perhaps most difficult step, is to get everyone
to agree that electronic publication of decisions is a good
idea. Once again, I will not discuss this aspect of the project.
NOTE: When I use the term "Library" (below), I mean Law
School Library OR State Law Library.

The Technical Details
- The Creation of a Single Server

(1) OVERVIEW: That the project create a single
central server at a representative Law School or Library,
separate from the Court System, but directed by the Courts.

This design would minimize security concerns associated
with placing the server physically within the existing court
network. Hopefully, a previously created FTP server at the
Law School or Library would be used for this purpose.
Listserv (Internet discussion group software) would also be
loaded on this server to provide for notification.

Specifically, on a Linux (UNIX) operating system running on
a Pentium 120, with 64 meg memory, 4 gig hard disk, you
would need:

a) Httpd_1.4.2 (or above)-WEB software,
b) FreeWAIS-fin, Harvest-l .3-Glimpse/Excite-Search

Engine
c) Listproc 6.0c-Discussion Groups
d) Mhonarch-Listserv Archive software

(2) That a "technical" committee with representatives
from each partner oversee the system server and be
responsible for issues such as security and software search
engine design. The Law School or Library actually hosting
the server would manage the daily activities of the server.

(3) That the Court would direct all activities and reserve
the right to send a technical representative to assist or direct
the technical committee at any time.

(4) That the Court would reserve the right to terminate
the program at any time and for any reason.

User Accounts and Operating Systems

(5) That the Law School or Library issue accounts on
the Server to any commercial provider or other user that the
Court indicates should have access to the data.

(6) That the data would be backed up daily to an
alternate server. The Law School would be responsible for
loading the data from the FTP site to the server hosting the
search engine. In reality, this could be the same server.

(7) That the data and system design would generally be
operating system and hardware independent. This would
ensure that the system could be migrated from a Law School
server, to an alternate server in the event that the Court
decides to install its own server at an alternate site.

(8) That all sites (partners) would be free to design their
own search engine to provide access to the data and to load
the data locally on their own site. Additionally, if any of the
partners desire, the site hosting the server, could design a
search engine (on-site) that would be a joint venture giving
all partners equal credit.

(9) Changes or updates to the data would only be made
on the central server FfP site. Partners would be responsible
for updating their own site. Changes would be announced on
the listserv discussion group.

Transfer of Data From the Court to the Server

(10) OPTION 1: The Law School or Library would
supply blank disks to the Court. Data would be copied to the
disks. The disks would be 1) picked up or 2) mailed to the
Law School.

(11) OPTION 2: The Law School or Library would
supply dial-in access to the FTP server at the Law School
from a stand-alone workstation (isolated from the Court
network for security reasons). The Law School would
individually train any staff member or members, designated
by the Court, on how to transfer the data.

(12) OPTION 3: Staff from the Court would transfer
data through an existing Internet account at the Court. The
Law School or Library would individually train any staff
members designated by the Court, on how to transfer the
data.

Timeliness of Data

(13) The Law School or Library would load the data on
to the secure search-engine server within 8 hours of receiving
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Disclaimers

(14) The Court would decide when to release the data.
Any changes would be faxed (highlighted) to the Law School
or Library which would then 1) directly edit the opinion or 2)
overwrite the old file by transferring the data.

Notification

(15) The Law School would immediately announce (on
a closed listserv) that the data has been loaded. The data
would be available through a search engine designed by the
Law School or Library within 12 hours of receipt. At the
discretion of the Court, the site would also design an open
listserv to disseminate data to outside users approved by the
Court.

(16) All partners could issue a disclaimer concerning
timeliness and accuracy of data on Internet at their respective
sites.

Access

(17) Any search engine designed by the Law School or
Library would provide full text search capability, as well as
access through docket number and case name. WEB access
would be made available through the Courts web page, as
well as any partner web pages.

Law School Computer Labs: Are Today's
Technology Rooms Tomorrow's Storage Closets?

James E. Duggan
Computer Services Librarian and Associate Professor

Southern Illinois University School of Law Library
Carbondale, Illinois

duggan@siu.edu

Predicting computer technology trends in today's world is one
of those tasks like commenting on your significant other's
haircut or chairing a committee: no matter what you do or
say, you just can't win. As soon as you predict that most law
schools will allow students to use personal computers to take
final exams...bang! States will probably start conducting bar
exams over the Internet. It's getting to the point that you are
safer picking Olympic winners (or even the next Miss
America...it will be Miss Virginia, trust me...) rather than
trying to figure out what the hot new Internet browser plug-in
will be next year. And computer labs, those stalwart
technological wonders that brought most law schools into the
twentieth century (although pockets of Luddite regression
still exist here and there), currently seem to be doomed to the
same fate that met earlier precursors of emerging
technologies, such as the card catalog, the typing room, and
sadly, (for acquisition/serial librarians everywhere) the
Kardex serial check-in files.

Surprisingly, Law School computer labs are a relatively
recent phenomena. While some innovative universities were

building personal computer labs within a couple of years of
the pc's debut (I remember typing in BASIC on an IBM PC
during my junior year in college in 1982) law schools were
initially reluctant to commit what amounted to an awful lot of
tuition dollars to equip computer labs with slow, boxy
machines. Even the highly touted CALR "magic boxes",
LEXIS and WESTLAW, were limited in the early 1980's to
behemoth work stations with limited access and even more
limited databases. I graduated from law school in 1986
without having touched a computer keyboard (and yes, the
stories I tell to first year students about those days of typing
my moot court briefs with carbon paper are apparently
equivalent to my grandfather's epic stories about walking
three miles to school in the snow without shoes...at least the
students roll their eyes in the same manner I did when
trapped on the front porch with grandpa). Finally, many law
schools, responding to student demands, began to place 8086
and 8088 pc's in reclaimed student carrels or unused corners
behind elevator shafts for student use. The late 1980's saw
most law schools with at least a token computer lab, and
those schools that didn't have one had plans to build, either as

the data.



4 * -ratrn Sprn 199

part of a new building, or through rehabilitation of older law
school spaces.

Southern Illinois was one of the law schools that chose to
rehabilitate space. Although we had four pc's in a student
carrel, it was soon realized that students wanted color
monitors, faster computers, and lots more of them (as well as
decent printers). After "foreclosing" on three group study
rooms and a CALR room, the walls were removed and a
"state of the art" computer lab was constructed in 1990, with
16 IBM PS/2's, color monitors, and laser printers. The lab
was an immediate success with students (especially since it
was located within the law school and open 24 hours a day).
But, as with all technology, if you don't plan to improve your
equipment (and have the necessary dollars to upgrade), the
technology becomes obsolete (and yes, I know our equipment
was obsolete before we put it in, but we needed to save
money and used equipment from the university's computer
department was where we chose to save it). Unfortunately,
while other schools upgraded to 386's, 486's, and now
pentiums, we, because of budget problems, struggled
valiantly on with our original 286's. Although it was
humiliating in a way (replacing a single disk drive cost more
than the market price of the entire pc), at least we weren't
bothered very much by viruses (mainly due to a stringent disk
use policy..but also because the computers were just too
ancient for some up-to-date viruses to attack).

Finally, after biting the budget bullet this year, we upgraded
the lab with pentium pc's, Windows 95 software, and access
to pop e-mail and the Internet. While students are ecstatic
with the new equipment, I wonder what the fate of this lab
will be in five years... will we be able to afford the heptiums
or dodeciums on the market by then? Will visiting students
in 2001 come into the lab and just laugh at our outdated
pentiums? Or will we even have a computer lab?

There is a trend afoot to have law students furnish their own
computer equipment, thus allowing the law school to
concentrate on the network side of things, as the University
of Richmond and other law schools are doing. The law
school simply provides the local area network, and the
connection to it. Without having to commit thousands of
dollars for computer lab equipment and upgrades, the law
school can then devote its computing dollars to maintaining
and upgrading the network, resulting in a much more
efficient use of scarce resources. Computer labs can then
revert to print/copy centers, group study rooms, or even
storage closets for the needed huge network servers.

Personally, I like the idea. Students will buy laptops as they
come to law school, and thus the cost of new computer
upgrades are borne by the student, not the law school.
Coveted lab space is freed up for other uses, and law schools
can get out of the lab hardware procurement business. Does
this mean, then, that law schools can junk their computer labs
tomorrow? No. Lots of ground work must be done first,
including introducing or upgrading the law school LAN;
providing the necessary connections; requiring students to
purchase their own equipment (this may take a bit of political
maneuvering, especially in public law schools); and
marketing the idea to the entire law school community.

I'd like to think that we are providing the last upgrade of
computer lab equipment at SIU...and that in the future
students will be providing their own equipment rather than
the law school. Networking and software costs continue to
skyrocket, and law schools will need to concentrate on what
they can reasonably afford, while shifting some costs to the
student. So, will this trend mean that today's law school
computer labs be tomorrows storage closets? I predict:
Maybe. (Hey, I've tried to hedge my bets ever since that
unfortunate wager on Apple computers getting a 80% market
share...).

Web Sites Worth Noting:

Automatome is now available on the World Wide Web! Well, vol. 14, no. 1 is anyway... You
can find it on AALLNET at: http://lawlib.wuacc.edu/aallnet/aallsis.html. Vol. 14 no. 2 will be
added shortly. There are no plans to add archival issues, unless someone would like to do the
HTML on earlier editions. If so, contact the editor at gierloff@lclark.edu.



Live on the Internet: Washburn Law School
Lloyd Herrera

Washburn University School of Law
Topeka, Kansas

zzherr@acc. wuacc. edu

At the Washburn Law School library, we are currently
developing computer-based videoconferencing techniques
over the Internet using the CU-SeeMe system. CU-SeeMe
is a software program developed at Cornell University that
enables videoconferencing by two or more computers
(software available for both the IBM PC and Macintosh
computers) using a local network (using Internet Protocol) or
the Internet CU-SeeMe users can connect directly to another
CU-SeeMe computer or by using a reflector (a UNIX based
computer that can redirect video) a group of computers can
connect and interact with one another.

The most attractive feature of CU-SeeMe is the price. The
components listed below are the minimum standard needed
for CU-SeeMe:

* 486 (preferably faster) computer.

* 4 Mbytes (8 or more strongly recommended), high
resolution VGA video capability.

* 10 Mbytes of hard drive space.

* Sound card (I recommend the Sound Blaster 16 or
compatible card) and speakers.

0 Microphone (we are very satisfied with one made
by Labtech - cost: $8.00!).

* Video camera if you want to transmit pictures (we
use the QuickCam by Connectix, under $100.00
and no video grabber board is needed!).

* CU-SeeMe software (available freely over the
Internet).

I have been asked what plans we have for videoconferencing
and even though we have just begun to delve into this new
technology I can see several uses for it already. We are
exploring ways to transmit committee meetings for our
regional library consortium, broadcast our guest lecture
series, CLE seminars, job interviews, technical support
demonstrations, moot court and mock trial competitions.
We are planning to videocast some of the activities of our

annual alumni reunion, and have explored the possibility of
setting up some kind of video conference for prospective
students. I have read of some interesting applications of
CU-SeeMe technology, for example, one school has a camera
set up in their computer lab so that students can see how
many people were using the lab and decide whether to come
in or not (good use for security monitoring applications also).
Another application is using CU-SeeMe to carry video feeds
of television programs, whether they be CNN or the local
feed of the television station carrying the Oklahoma City
bombing. Classroom videoconferencing is gaining popularity
as this technology becomes more prevalen. I have read of
several multi-classroom projects where classes were
connected to one another through the pooling of resources.
More and more conferences are videocasting parts of their
programs; just last week I saw Bill Gates give a keynote
address to a symposium of computer professionals. We here
at the law library have set up a reflector and you can see
video feed of our reference department, see and talk with
Mark Folmsbee our Associate Director and maybe catch a
glimpse of me hanging around from time to time. Using a
program called GO Cu-SeeMe GO, you can access our
CU-SeeMe reflector on the web. I have also set up a camera
to take a picture of the reference desk every minute to be
displayed on our web site. The WashLaw Reflector IP is
198.252.9.6 or use the reflector name lawlib.wuacc.edu

CU-SeeMe resources are increasingly available. Listed
below are some of the sites that will help you the most:

Washburn Law School's CU-SeeMe for legal applications
List
0 A discussion list for technical, release and reflector
information regarding the uses of CU-SeeMe in legal
applications. Subscribe by sending e-mail to
listserv@assocdir.wuacc.edu with the message: subscribe
cuseeme-1 firstname lastname

Cornell University's CU-SeeMe Announcement List
0 Announcement of new releases of the software. Subscribe
by sending e-mail to listserv@cornell.edu with the message:
subscribe CU-SeeMe-Announce-L firstname lastname

01
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Cornell University's CU-SeeMe Discussion List
& Technical discussion of CU-SeeMe software, hardware,
reflector issues. Subscribe by sending e-mail to
listserv@comell.edu with the message: subscribe
CU-SeeMe-L firstname lastname

CU-SeeMe Reflector Operators List
* List for reflector operators to coordinate public broadcasts
and events. Subscribe by sending e-mail to
admin@www.indstate.edu with the message:
subscribe CUSM-Reflector firstname lastname

Searchable Archives

Search CU-SeeMe discussion lists
* URL: http-//www.jungle.com/CU-SeeMe/all_archives.html

Official CU-SeeMe Web pages
* URL: http://cu-seeme.comell.edu/

CU-SeeMe Event Guide Web pages
e Provides announcements of broadcasts and events that use

CU-SeeMe. URL: http://www-personal.umich.edu/
-johnlaue/cuseeme/events.htn

GO Cu-SeeMe Go Auto Web Launcher pages
e URL: http://www-personal.umich.edu/%7Ejohnlaue/
cuseeme/gocusmgo.htm

White Pine Software
* Company that has enhanced version of CU-SeeMe for
sale. URL: http://goliatLwpine.com/cu-seeme.htnl

Internet TV with CU-SeeMe by Michael Sattler
A good book for beginners exploring the technology.
ISBN 1-57521-006-1 published by Sams Net.

Lloyd Herrera has worked at Washburn University School of Law
as the Computer Services Technician for two and a half years. Lloyd
has worked on the school's TCP/IP network, web development
services, and is currently implementing videoconferencing
capabilities.

Software Review: New Web Products

Cindy Chick
Director of Library Services - L.A.

Graham & James
Los Angeles, CA

cchick@netcom.com

askSam's Web Publisher
(http://www.asksam.com/)

The people who brought you easy free-form database
management have now developed an easy way to publish
searchable full-text databases on the Web. You don't even
need to know HTML to use Web Publisher.

AskSam's Web Publisher can import a variety of files,
including WordPerfect, dBASE and Eudora e-mail and can
handle up to 4 gigabytes of information. Web Publisher
allows for live updating of your web site and works with NT
and Windows 95.

Ifyou'd like to see how Web Publisher works, visit askSam's
web site. You can use the Web Publisher to search their site,
or check out their Resume Tracking module which is
designed to help institutions post job openings and collect
resumes on the Internet.

It does not include a web server - you need to purchase a
separate product for that purpose. AskSam will also put your
databases on the Internet, starting at $29.95 per month.

Web Publisher makes for a quick and easy way to publish
full-text searchable information on the Internet.
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WebCompass by Quarterdeck
(http://www.quarterdeck.com)

WebCompass is a local meta-search engine that can act as
your very own agent. It runs searches for information on
topics of interest utilizing a variety of Internet search
engines, downloads the information, and updates it at
specified intervals. It has a built-in database of topics to
choose from which includes alternate spellings and
variations, or you can create your own topic. Once the search
is complete, the WebCompass presents a summary of the

found information. It "learns", based on your choices, the
kind of thing you're looking for.

WebCompass was voted best Internet Software at the Fall '95
Comdex. The software sells for $99 on the street.

Brad Allen's Powerpoint presentation to the L.A. County
Association of Information Science on WebCompass and
search agents is available at:
http://www.limbex.com/LACASIS.zip.

Message from the Editor

Two issues down and two more to go this year! Because
Automatome has been on an uneven publishing schedule the
past year or two it seemed important to get it back to four
issues per year. For a time, you may notice fewer articles per
issue, but hopefully once people get used to seeing the
newsletter again on a regular basis, there will be more
interest and more submissions. So, please submit articles
both short and long, as I'm quickly running out of friends
with twistable arms (thanks James!).

It would be especially wonderful if someone would volunteer
to report on the upcoming CALI conference, and any kind of
software review is always welcome (thanks Cindy!). Thanks

are also in order to the Washburn folks who continue to
supply interesting and informative articles. We have not had
a "theme" issue in quite some time. Let me know if there are
topics that might lend themselves to exhaustive review by
Automatome.

The next deadline for articles is June 15th. Be sure to e-mail
me at gierloff@lclark.edu with suggestions, questions,
criticism, etc. Be sure to take a look at the Web version of
Automatome and let me know what you think.

Are you just beginning to learn HTML? Do you need some ideas regarding background
colors or textures? Do you want to add images, graphics, icons, bullets etc.? Help is
readily available, The people at Yahoo (http//www.yahoo.com) provide a good index to
many helpful sites under the heading "Computers and Internet," subheadings "World
Wide Web," then "Page Design and Layout." Or go directly to the index at:
http://www.yahoo.com/Computers_andInternet/Internet/WorldWide Web/Page Design
_andLayout/

Other Web Sites Worth Noting:

ColorMaker (http://www.missouri.edu/-c588349/colormaker.html) is a wonderful site that allows you to choose colors for your
web screen, then figures out the HTML codes. Just click on the colors you want - background, text, and links, and ColorMaker
gives you the 11TML codes that correspond. Also check out TableMaker and the FrameShop available from the same site.
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