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FROM THE CHAIR
by Richard Leiter

Welcome to the first issue of Automatome for 1989-90. I feel
honored to be the Chairperson at this particular time because it means
that my "administration" has the privilege of leading SIS/ASD into the
1990's.

I feel that this is a special responsibility because of what I see as
the mission of ASD to provide guidance to the membership of AALL at
large about and criticism of the technological developments that face our
profession. Since this responsibility is very tightly bound up with the
future, as we look ahead to a new decade, we can only speculate about
what the 1990's have in store for us. But we must do our best in the
service of the legal community to be prepared to meet it.

I want to take a few paragraphs here to offer my thoughts about
what the technology of the 1990's may mean to law librarians and
explain what I think that we should be doing about it.

I think that we, as librarians, are very fortunate to be
professionally active in these decades. High technology is still in its
infancy, and while we know that it is impacting our practices, no one
yet knows exactly what the full ramifications will be. Advances in
information technology have been occurring with awe-inspiring
frequency over the last twenty years. Looking back further, the first
technological advance to occur since the invention of the printing press
was the advent of looseleaf publishing in the 1930's and 1940's.
Microfiche came on the law library scene in the late 1960's/early 1970's
and by the mid-1970's we saw Lexis and then Westlaw. The 1970's
also saw the rise of on-line bibliographic utilities and by the early
1980's we began to see personal computers in various library
applications.

By this time, growth in high technological applications in law
libraries began to be exponential. We saw word processing, local
database management, and integrated library automation systems that
were entirely PC-based. The developing issues that we have begun to
face in the 1980's are CD-ROM, telefax, networks and system
compatibility, not to mention such things as multi-tasking, UNIX, and
OS-2. As we face the 1990's, what new developments will we see and
what impact will they have on our professional lives?

I do not think that there is any question that in the 1990's the
prevailing themes will be confusion and obsolescence. But this is not to
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create a bleak view of high technology.
We can safely assume that new develop-
ments in computer technology will make
virtually everything that we presently
have in our libraries, law offices and
courts old-fashioned and out-of-date, if
not obsolete. Our present hardware and
software will certainly continue to be
functional, but we will have to decide
which to discard in favor of more expen-
sive, higher-performance technology, and
which it is prudent to retain as good
enough. Decisions that we will have to
make will be on the order of whether to
adopt CD-ROM in our libraries as the
new standard of high-density storage
media or whether we should tough it out
until the next generation of high-density
storage arrives on the market which is
certain to make CD-ROM appear down-
right primitive. As librarians, we will
have to justify our decisions in economic,
as well as functional, terms to our patrons
and the institutions which we serve.

For these reasons, I think that one of
the key issues that we face as SIS/ASD
will be education of our membership on
both the practical aspects of high-tech
library applications (as always), but
almost more importantly, on the
associated sticky financial and
information management issues. I think
that we should try to encourage our
membership to spend time and effort
studying the value of new technologies as
they are developed in order to better assist
librarians in making decisions about what
to invest time and effort incorporating
into our libraries. I believe that there is a
tendency to make high technology the end
in itself, to adopt new technologies
simply because they are presumed to be
valuable to us and our users because they
are new, and not because they are useful
in furthering our responsibility to
facilitate the practice of law or legal
education.

Another key issue for ASD is feed-
back to vendors and developers of new
technology. Membership should also be
studying and writing about new devel-
opments in terms that are at once critical

and constructive for high-tech
developers. For example, one crisis
facing us right now is the development of
countless software protocols to support
countless new CD-ROM and on-line
database products. ASD should be
speaking out on standardization of proto-
cols and search logic.

This year, and in the years ahead, I
hope to see more product reviews and
evaluations in Automatome. I also hope
that we can develop a network through
which we can provide AALL members
with information about the value of new
technologies and with referrals to others
in the profession who have dealt with the
various issues that they might face. One
of the exciting projects that we may try to
develop is a Product Review Board.
Another is a comprehensive directory of
high tech applications being used in vari-
ous libraries. Vice-Chairperson Carol
Ebbinghouse, has expressed an interest in
working to develop a survey that can be
used to compile a directory of hardware
and software being used in various
libraries. Other volunteers for this
project, or to work on the idea of a
Product Review Board are welcome, and
they should please contact me. This will
be an excellent way for you to serve the
profession.

As I have done numerous times over
the last two years during my term as
newsletter editor, I want to sincerely ask
for your contributions to the newsletter.
(Okay, let's call a spade a spade: I am
begging for contributions.) Automatome
is a forum for us to share with each other
our trials and tribulations as modern
librarians dealing with new technologies.
No matter is too mundane to be of interest
to your fellow librarians and to be the
topic of an article. For example, consider
that one of the articles that we ran two
years ago concerned the reference staff at
Southern Illinois University's struggle
with a non-functioning Westlaw terminal,
which was ultimately discovered to be
suffering from an unplugged keyboard!
Such experiences can be useful to others
in similar situations -- they can be enter-
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tamining as well. In any case Gary Gott,
our new newsletter editor, will welcome
all the submissions that he can receive.

In closing, I want to thank our depart-
ing Chairperson, Blair Kauffman, for his
leadership over the last year. He has
done an excellent job of leading us
through some very difficult times for
SIS/ASD. The highly successful
preconference workshop on
microcomputers at this year's annual
meeting and the introduction of
substantive speakers at the annual busi-
ness meeting are examples of his
excellent leadership. Michael Petit, our
outgoing Secretary-Treasurer, has also
done a commendable job for the last two
years. Thank you, Michael.

It is also time to congratulate our
newly elected officers, Vice
Chairperson/Chairperson-Elect, Carol
Ebbinghouse, and our new Secretary-
Treasurer, Jo Humphreys. I also want to
thank Gary Gott for volunteering for the
at-once rewarding and demanding job as
newsletter editor. I know that he will do
an excellent job with Automatome. They
are a very talented group and I am
confident that together we can build on
Blair Kauffman's agenda for ASD and
successfully lead the SIS into the 1990's.

LAW LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
REORGANIZATION

by Richard Leiter

In a matter of grave concern to all law
librarians, the Librarian of Congress is
presently considering an organizational
decision regarding the reclassification of
the Law Library of Congress as an
administrative unit of the Congressional
Research Service. This move will poten-
tially destroy the library's development as
a national resource for law libraries.
Please read our President's letter to the
Chairman of the Joint Committee on the
Library carefully and respond as you feel
motivated on this very important issue.

The Honorable Frank Annunzio,
Chairman
Joint Committee on the Library
2303 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-1011

Dear Sir:

On July 11, 1989, Mr. Charles
Doyle, Acting Law Librarian of
Congress, is scheduled to present to Dr.
James Billington, Librarian of Congress,
the case for retaining the Law Library at
departmental level ("service unit" in LC
reorganization jargon) headed by an
Associate Librarian. The alternative
apparently to be presented by Winston
Tabb, Acting Deputy Librarian of
Congress, are to downgrade the Law
Library and its director and to place it
entirely within the Congressional
Research Service or one of the larger
service units (Collection Development or
Constituent Services), or to divide the
Law Library's U.S. and foreign law
collections and services among those
units.

As president of the American Asso-
ciation of Law Libraries, I believe that the
Law Library's place in the organizational
structure will determine the level of ser-
vice it can provide Congress, government
agencies, the legal community and the
public at large. The Congress recognized
its unique need for legal information ser-
vice when it designated a separate but
equal law department in 1832 (2 U.S.C.
Sec. 132), and reaffirmed its commitment
to a separate law library 10 years ago
when Librarian of Congress Daniel
Boorstin tried to subsume the Law
Library into the Reference Services
Division.

Although the Law Library retained its
independence at that time, the law librar-
ian position was down-graded one rank
(to 17), and the funding necessary to
carry out the program mandated for the
Law Library by the Arthur D. Little con-
suiting report was not forthcoming.
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Our Association of 4,600 members
represents law librarians in all types of
law libraries and their patrons, the pri-
mary users of legal information resources
in the U.S. We have charged our
National Legal Resources Committee to
assess the needs of the legal information
community in the year 2000. Focusing
on the essential role to be played by the
Law Library of Congress, the Committee
reached the following sad conclusion:

1) The Law Library's once great foreign
law collections are rumored to be slipping
in quality and completeness, and no sys-
tematic evaluation of them as been under-
taken. Because these collection serve as
backup for those of U.S. research law
libraries, no guarantee exists that the
U.S. legal information network can now
meet its goal of providing access on
demand to all legal information published
anywhere in the world.

2) The distinguished foreign law chiefs
are nearing retirement, but successors of
similar stature have not been identified,
hired and trained. Indeed, the dearth of
civil and international specialists and
librarians, particularly those with suffi-
cient experience in a common law system
to support the comparative approaches
most helpful to Congress and Executive
Departments, is the greatest staffing
problem for all research law libraries.
Because of its collections and the stature
of the chiefs, the Law Library is the ideal
locus for such training.

3) The classification system for Euro-
pean law is only now being completed
over 20 years after the law classification
system was introduced and almost 100
years after the other LC schedules were
completed. No plan exists to affix law
classification numbers to the Law
Library's historical collection. The Law
Library of Congress's own foreign law
specialists make do with a gerrymandered
in-house system, but one must be an
"insider" to find legal materials. Foreign
law materials in many large research
libraries, which depend upon the LC

classification schedules, are virtually
inaccessible to users.

4) Because the Law Library serves as a
law student study hall and as the D.C.
Bar Library, and its reference librarians
answer prisoner requests better dealt with
by State Law Libraries, staff resources
have been dissipated. The concepts of
reference referral and partnership with the
nation's law libraries to provide legal
information at reasonable cost to all
Americans have not taken root and the
Law Library has never been encouraged
to take a leadership role among its peers.

5) Travel budgets sufficient for staff to
participate in library and legal
professional associations, to attend inter-
national conferences relating to their spe-
cialties, to visit book dealers in their
jurisdictions, and to keep abreast of the
changing law in those jurisdictions have
not been forthcoming. The Law Library
should be developing familiarity with
new foreign law databases, brokering
them to U.S. libraries, developing inter-
national standards for their design, and
training the nation's law librarians to use
them, but the Law Library has been
unable to develop this level of expertise
with these important sources.

Our Association, through its National
Legal Resources Committee, has defined
a role for the Law Library in its report:
"Setting the Legal Information Agenda
for the Year 2000" (enclosed). The
Committee has met to share its vision
with Librarian of Congress James
Billington (July 7, 1989 press release,
enclosed). (ed. note: Enclosures were not
provided to Automatome.)

We hope that you and the Joint
Committee will share that vision and will
join us in our appreciation of the Law
Library for the role it currently fills, and
especially for the role it can play in the
service of Congress and the legal infor-
mation community.

We have refused to meddle with the
internal organization of the Law Library
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which we view as an administrative
matter. We reiterate our belief, however,
that the Law Library should remain intact
at the highest policymaking level within
the Library of Congress. This will allow
it to control its own resources, which
should continue to be protected by
Congress as a separate line, and to attract
a new director with the talent and energy
needed to carry out the Law Library's
essential leadership role in service of
Congress, the Executive Departments, the
legal community and the public. We
hope that the Joint Committee shares that
feeling as well, and will again prevent
reorganizational tinkering that works to
the detriment of the Law Library's
mission.

Sincerely,
Richard A. Danner
Director of the Library and
Professor of Legal Research

cc: Hon Clairborne Pell, Vice Chairman
Hon. Dennis DeConcini
Hon. Daniel P. Moynihan
Hon. Mark 0. Hatfield
Hon. Ted Stevens
Hon. Mary Rose Oakar
Hon. William L. Clay
Hon. Paul E. Gilmer
Hon. James T. Walsh
Ms. Hilary Lieber
Mr. Jim King

CURRENT INDEX To LEGAL
PERIODICALS:

AVAILABLE THROUGH BITNET
by Anna Belle Leiserson

Over the past two months, Vanderbilt
Law Library has been experimenting with
receiving CURRENT INDEX TO
LEGAL PERIODICALS (CILP) through
BITNET, the academic computer net-
work. It has been a bit of an effort, both
for us and the publisher, the Gallagher
Law Library at the University of Wash-
ington, but already the rough edges are

leveling, and we are starting to reap some
benefits.

We first became interested last March,
when our annual invoice arrived. For
many years, we have had around 30 sub-
scriptions to distribute to interested fac-
ulty. This year, however, we had three
options: (1) the traditional paper copies;
(2) a machine readable files on 5 1/4"
floppies, available in Word, WordPerfect
and ASCII; or (3) for academic sub-
scribers, ASCII files transmitted through
BITNET transmission. Curiosity won
the day, and I called to find out more
about the alternative formats. Muriel
Quick, their business manager, who was
and has continued to be extremely help-
ful, was particularly encouraging about
trying BITNET. She mentioned that
Columbia's Law Library has been using
BITNET successfully for some time.

There followed the predictable, in ret-
rospect, flurry of talks and notes among
faculty and library staff. About one third
of the faculty indicated an interest in
having some version of the computerized
format available, though no one cared
exactly how it came.

The next step was to simply try
receiving it via BITNET. I had seen one
demonstration a year before on using
BITNET, and had forgotten virtually
everything. To date, that has been my
only formal training, so what I have
learned has been strictly through the back
door. I am, therefore, a bit fuzzy on
what may be peculiar to Vanderbilt's
setup. One thing, however, is clear, and
I suspect will be true for anyone else try-
ing this -- there are many people nearby
(in our case in Library Systems and the
Computer Center) more than willing to
run to your aid as soon as you even
whisper help.

First I had to set up an account with
our Computer Center, complete with the
usual password, so that I could dial into
our Central Vax. In the process, I was
given a BITNET address, which I
immediately passed along to the Univer-
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sity of Washington. Ms. Quick then
transmitted a sample file to us.

Receiving this file is for me the most
hazardous part. It involves navigating a
series of typically friendly mainframe
prompts, including "LAT>", "$" and
"MAIL>", then extracting a file, switch-
ing to "KERMIT-32>" and downloading
the file just created using the Kermit pro-
tocol. None of this is second nature to
me, so I think it's safe to say that if I can
do it, and you have read this far into this
article, you can too. That's the hard part.
The file just downloaded is in ASCII, and
can be imported into any major word pro-
cessing software.

I use Microsoft Word, and am now
experienced enough to have developed a
macro that cleans up everything except
page breaks in a matter of seconds. Then
we print the file (i.e. the current issue of
CILP), photocopy it, and distribute it.

Early on we did a cost analysis of the
whole process. While savings for multi-
ple subscriptions are clearly significant
using BITNET, we had to look at per-
sonnel, supply and equipment costs. All
told, getting 34 BITNET and 1 paper edi-
tion was $11.89 cheaper than getting 34
paper and 1 BITNET. This was not
enough of a difference to be a decisive
factor.

Instead, we based our decision on
timeliness and flexibility. Issues come in
two weeks faster using BITNET. Today,
August 23, for example, we just down-
loaded and distributed the August 25th
issue. In addition, we have the computer
files for every week on hand -- ready to
search, generate bibliographies, or what-
ever we need, whenever. Moreover,
those daring faculty who wish to receive
the file directly have that option.

It is our hope that more academic
libraries will start using BITNET to
receive CILP, for the simple reason that
the price should continue to drop. If you
are at all interested, I would certainly rec-
ommend that you call Muriel Quick at

(206) 543-4097, or I would be happy to
talk with you too. My number is (615)
322-0023.

Anna Belle Leiserson
Alyne Queener Massey Law Library
Vanderbilt University

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL
MEETING

AUTOMATION AND SCIENTIFIC
DEVELOPMENT SIS

June 18, 1989, Bally's Reno
by Michael J. Petit

The meeting was called to order at 1:15
p.m. by SIS/ASD Chairperson Blair
Kauffman.

The first item of business was the
election results. Blair Kauffman
expressed his thanks to the Nominating
Committee, composed of Jim Hambleton,
Marcia Koslov, and Kristy Elam. He
then announced that Richard Leiter had
been elected Vice-Chairperson/Chair-
person Elect and that Jo Humphreys had
been elected Secretary/Treasurer. A
proposal was then moved and passed that
the ballots be destroyed.

The next item on the agenda was a
proposed bylaws amendment concerning
removal of a Vice-Chairperson who fails
to carry out the duties of the office. The
preliminary draft, introduced by Michael
Petit, was revised to read as follows:

"If a majority of the members present
at the Annual Business Meeting determine
that the Vice-Chairperson has demon-
strated either an inability or an unwilling-
ness to assume the duties of the Chairper-
son, the newly-elected Vice-Chairperson
automatically becomes the Chairperson,
and a new Vice-Chairperson is to be
elected by a majority of those present at
the Business Meeting."



Automatome, Vol 9, No. 1, Page 7

The proposed amendment was passed
unanimously and becomes Article V,
Section 5 of the SIS Bylaws.

In accordance with the newly-enacted
bylaw, Blair Kauffman proposed that the
current Vice-Chairperson, Jamie Niss
Dunn, be removed from office. This was
done by a unanimous vote. Richard
Leiter automatically became the new
Chairperson. Carol Ebbinghouse was
then nominated to fill the vacancy in the
office of Vice-Chairperson/Chairperson
Elect, and was elected unanimously.

Richard Leiter, outgoing newsletter
editor, announced that Gary Gott of the
University of North Dakota was the new
editor. The publication schedule calls for
three issues this year, Fall, Mid-Winter,
and PreConvention. Richard urged more
membership participation in the
newsletter.

Blair Kauffman then presented the
SIS activity report. Micros to Main-
frames: the 3rd Annual Software, Hard-
ware, and Applications Update had the
second highest preregistration of any
educational program at the Convention.
The Pre-Conference Workshop on
Microcomputers at the University of
Nevada was attended by eighteen partici-
pants. This workshop is going to be pre-
sented again at the Midwest regional
meeting this Fall. The proposal to con-
solidate the SIS with the Audio-Visual
and Micrographics SIS has been tabled
by the Executive Board. Surveys
showed that there was very little overlap
between the two groups and that there
was little interest in consolidation.

The formation of a Government Rela-
tions Advisory Committee within the SIS
was proposed by Mary Jensen. The pur-
pose of the committee would be to coor-
dinate with the AALL Government Rela-
tions Committee (Legislation and Legal
Developments Committee) on such issues
as the Supreme Court's distributing its
opinions in machine-readable form. The
proposal was left for the consideration of
the new Chairperson.

At the request of the AALL Board,
the new Chairperson was also left with
the task of appointing an SIS member
(preferably from the D.C. area) to serve a
three-year term as the AALL
representative to NISO and AIIM.

Blair Kauffman solicited ideas for
educational programs and workshop
ideas for the 1990 meeting in Minneapo-
lis, or for an institute for two years from
now. Any program suggestions were to
be given to Carol Ebbinghouse.

The final item of business was the
financial status report from the Secre-
tary/Treasurer Michael Petit. The SIS has
a treasury in excess of $5,000.

The educational component of the
meeting was "Integrating MacIntoshes
into Law Libraries". The discussion
leaders were Chris Noe of the University
of North Dakota and Jean Stefancic of the
University of San Francisco.

Richard Leiter formally assumed the
Chairperson of the SIS and adjourned the
meeting at 3:05 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted
Michael J. Petit
Secretary/Treasurer

SPECIAL INTEREST SECTION ON
AUTOMATION & SCIENTIFIC

DEVELOPMENT
BYLAWS

(as revised June, 1989)

Article I: NAME

The name of this special interest sec-
tion of the American Association of Law
Libraries (hereafter referred to as the
"Association") shall be the Special Inter-
est Section on Automation and Scientific
Development (hereafter referred to as the
"Section"), abbreviated SIS/ASD.
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Article II: OBJECT

The objects of the Section shall be:

1. To promote the communication of
ideas, interests, and activities of members
of the Section;

2. To educate the Section membership,
and members of the Association,
concerning technological advances in
librarianship, and the practice of law;

3 To formulate and promote standards
which may be applied to those areas of
technological development where compat-
ibility of design and uniform quality of
service are desirable;

4. To formulate and promote standards
which may be used to evaluate the per-
formance of automated systems and tech-
nological advances from the consumer
point of view;

5. To formulate and promote standards
against which specific trade practices can
be measured, to wit: sales and advertis-
ing practices, warranty coverage, and
service and maintenance procedures; and

6. To advise the Association of impend-
ing legislation which affects automation
and scientific development in law librari-
anship and law practice.

Article III: MEMBERSHIP

Membership shall be open to any
member of the Association requesting
affiliation with the Section, as provided in
the Association's bylaws.

Article IV: GENERAL BUSINESS
MEETINGS

Section 1. There will be a general busi-
ness meeting held annually at the annual
convention of the Association. It shall be
held at a time and place so that all busi-
ness which needs to be conducted can be.

Section 2. At each annual meeting the
budget will be submitted to the member-
ship for approval.

Section 3. Other business, including
amendments to the bylaws, shall be con-
ducted at the business meeting.

Section 4. For purposes of tabulating
votes, only members in full standing of
the Section may vote; there is no quorum
needed; and majority shall be based on
the number of voting members who vote
(i.e. do not abstain).

Article V: ELECTED OFFICERS

Section 1. The elected officers of the
Section will include a Chairperson, a
Vice-Chairperson, and a Secretary/
Treasurer.

Section 2. The election of officers will be
conducted every year by mail ballot, to be
completed prior to the annual meeting.
During the even-numbered years there
will be an election for Vice-Chairperson.
During the odd-numbered years there will
be an election for Vice-Chairperson and
an election for Secretary/Treasurer.
Nominations for office may be submitted
in advance to a Nominating Committee
appointed by the Chairperson. Write-in
votes will be permitted on the official
ballot.

Section 3. If a Chairperson leaves his
office, the Vice-Chairperson will assume
his duties.

Section 4. If a Vice-Chairperson or a
Secretary/Treasurer leaves his office, the
Chairperson will appoint a member of the
Section to assume that office until the
next annual convention of the Associa-
tion, whereupon an election will be held
to fill the office for the remainder of the
term.

Section 5. If a majority of the members
present at the Annual Business Meeting
determine that the Vice-Chairperson has
demonstrated either an inability or an
unwillingness to assume the duties of the
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Chairperson, the newly-elected Vice-
Chairperson automatically becomes the
Chairperson, and a new Vice-Chair-
person is to be elected by a majority of
those present at the Business Meeting.

Article VI: DUTIES AND POWERS OF
THE OFFICER

The Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson,
and Secretary/Treasurer shall perform the
duties usually pertaining to their respec-
tive offices, and such other duties as may
be assigned by the membership, or tem-
porarily by the Chairperson.

Article VII: COMMITTEES

Section 1. There shall be such standing
committees, or special committees, as the
membership of the Section shall create.

Section 2. The Chairperson may create a
special committee that shall last until the
next general business meeting, where-
upon the membership will decide whether
it shall continue to exist, and whether it
will be a special or a standing committee.

Section 3. The Chairperson may appoint
a Nominating Committee in anticipation
of coming elections. The Nominating
Committee shall be a special committee,
whose term will end with the election.
No action of such Committee shall be
presumed to preclude write-in votes on
the official ballot.

Section VIII: AMENDMENTS TO THE
BYLAWS

These bylaws may be amended at the
annual meeting of the Section by a major-
ity of the members present and voting.
Any amendment shall take effect after it
has been approved by the Association's
Executive Board.

Section IX: PARLIAMENTARY
PROCEDURE

Roberts' Rules of Order, in the latest
edition, shall govern all deliberations of

the Section, except as otherwise specified
in these bylaws.

0000000000000**00000

EDITOR'S TOME
by Gary D. Gott

I hope that you like the new format of
Automatome. Whether you do or not, I'd
like to hear from you. With your input,
future issues will incorporate your ideas
and enthusiasm and continually improve
our section's newsletter.

I also encourage you to submit short
articles for publication. This newsletter
can provide members of the section an
opportunity for a less formal exchange of
ideas and information than some of the
other print media that cross our desks.
So, as before, articles for Automatome
should be short and sans footnotes.

For you desktop publishing types, if
you're interested, this issue was prepared
using Microsoft Word 4.0 (for the Macin-
tosh), and output on an Apple Laser-
Writer Plus in Times 12 point font. The
Automatome logo was produced using
Smart Art 1, a nifty little desk accessory
that does fun things to text.

I welcome submissions on paper or
on diskette; any size and/or density will
do. I prefer 3.5" disks, because I can
just pop them into the computer in my
office & go to work. If you prefer to
send 5.25" floppies, I will convert them
here to 3.5" diskettes. I use a Macintosh
SE/30, which reads MS-DOS files as
easily as Mac-formatted data.

If you would like to send an ASCII
file to me on ABA/Net, my mailbox is
GOTT.G or you can have ABA/Net mail
your file to our FAX machine (701) 777-
2217. For inclusion in the Mid-Winter
issue, please send your articles to me by
December 31, 1989.

*OOe0O.O00OO0000
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DRAFT SURVEY ON ELECTRONIC
DISSEMINATION OF JUDICIAL

OPINIONS
by Carol Ebbinghouse

I am developing a survey on the
subject of electronic dissemination of
judicial opinions. I would appreciate it if
members of the SIS would review the
following draft of questions and
communicate your ideas, additions,
suggestions, etc. to me.

The results of this survey will be
published, especially the access numbers
and contents of various court, bar
association, and public access bulletin
boards. Please contact me with your
comments at (216) 368-2794 or fax them
to (216) 368-6144 by Oct. 20th.

If you have information that answers
any of these questions, please don't wait
for the final draft of the survey. I would
appreciate it if you would fax your
answers back to me now. That will
speed up the investigation of known
services before the final draft.

I look forward to hearing from you
soon.

PRELIMINARY DRAFT OF COURT
SURVEY

Name:

Phone:

Some bar associations are interested
in using their computers to make court
opinions and legal information open to
their members and/or the public. Please
describe any such efforts in your area.
Include contact name(s) and phone(s).

Several individual attorneys have set
up electronic bulletin board services with
a special interest in the law. If you know
of any of these services, in your
geographical area or beyond, please give
the name of the board, the SYSOPs
name, the phone number of the board,
and/or any other information you may
have.

Fax:

Name of Library:

(Attach additional sheets as necessary.)

Several courts are committed to same-
day electronic dissemination of their
opinions to the public. Others have the
computer capability, but have no plan to
make opinions publicly available in
electronic form. Would you please
describe the computer capabilities and
public dissemination policies of courts
with which you are familiar? Include
contact name and phone.

Would you or your patrons be
interested in having access to same-day
electronic delivery of opinions?

Yes

No
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
SIS ON AUTOMATION AND SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT
Prepared by Michael Petit, 1988-89 Secretary/Treasurer

(Include all funds)
$5.387.43Balance on September 30, 1988

Current Year Income

Dues ($2.50 per person) 1,372.50

Newsletter subs

Convention

Miscellaneous

Income to June 30, 1989

Current Year Expenditures

Newsletter printing

Postage

Convention Business Meeting

Supplies

Xeroxing

Convention expense

1,372.50 6.759.93

236.95

82.56

232.62

Miscellaneous

Expenditures to June 30, 1989 552.13 552.13

$6,207.80

Note: For details of income and expenditures, see Journal below

JOURNAL FOR AUTOMATION AND SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT SIS

TRANSACTION

09/30/88
11/30/88
12/31/88
12/31/88
12/31/88
01/31/89
02/28/89
03/31/89
04/30/89
05/31/89
06/30/89

Balance forward include all funds
Dues received
Dues received
Postage
Xeroxing
Dues
Dues
Dues Received
Dues Received
Dues Received
Dues Received
Convention Business Meeting

AMEOUNT

15.00
7.50

(236.95)
(232.62)

10.00
17.50

2.50
712.50
392.50
215.00
(82.56)

BALANC

5,387.43
5,402.43
5,409.93
5,172.98
4,940.36
4,950.36
4,967.86
4,970.36
5,682.86
6,075.36
6,290.36
6,207.80

BALANCE ON MARCH 31, 1989

DATE
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