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1 In This Issue:
Somehow the months have just flown by since our last gathering at the
AALL Annual Meeting in Boston. The SIS has accomplished a lot
since then: membership in committees drawn up; a new committee on
blawgs formed, programs for the 2005 meeting drafted, submitted, and
accepted; and planning for the roundtables, breakfast, and business
meetings ongoing. Despite these accomplishments, there is much
more to look forward to and a chance for all members to contribute.
Coming in the future: bylaw changes, an electronic election, a new
member survey, a new strategic plan, and more resource guides for the
CS-SIS Website. It's never too late or too early to join a committee,
start thinking about nominations for CS-SIS offices, mulling ideas for
future program proposals, and submitting your thoughts on directions
the SIS should take in the future.

I look forward to hearing from you,

Susan Boland
sboland@niu.edu
815-753-9492
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CS-SIS Grants

CS-SIS offered three program registration grants to the AALL Annual Meeting in Boston and
plans to award grants again to the AALL Annual Meeting in San Antonio. The 2004 grants
enabled Kevin Cook from the State Law Library of Montana, Kim Deniker from the Mercer
County Court Library, and Lisa White from the First Circuit Court of Appeals Library to
attend the Annual Meeting.

Grant information and applications for San Antonio are available at
http://www.aallnet.org/sis/cssis/grant. Preference for grants is given to active CS-SIS
members, so get involved now! Please contact Grants Committee Chair Cynthia Lewis
(lewis@law.ucla.edu) with any questions.
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CS-SIS COLUMNS
On The Front Lines by Ken Hirsh

The Conundrum of Computers in the Classroom
If the campaign to add technology to American law schools is a war, then the issue of students
using their computers in the classroom is certainly on the front lines in that war. But is the war
metaphor appropriate here? Who are the combatants? What are the weapons? How will we
know when the war is won, or lost?

There can be no doubt that many faculty consider notebook computers a major distraction
during class. One can easily find dozens of messages on this topic on any number of lists and
blogs, including Teknoids (http://www.teknoids net), LAWPROF (lawprof@chicagokent.
kentlaw.edu), and a search of the Groups site on Google. There was a well-known op-ed piece
by Prof. Ian Ayres of Yale Law School in the New York Times three years ago and reprinted at
http://www.aals.org/am2002/ayres.html. The topic was the subject of a session at the 2000
AALS meeting (http://www.aals.org/2000international/english/technology.htm), and of course
has been the focus of multiple sessions at the annual CALI Conference on Law School
Computing. The Teknoids and LAWPROF discussions are even the subject of an overview
article in the online Law Technology Journal at
http://www.law.warwick.ac.uk/ltj/3-1 f.html.

Enough has been written, discussed and flamed on the topic that I need not weigh in here with
my position on the issue. Rather, my point is to ask this question: As technologists, what is
our role in the battle? Are we to push for unlimited access to notebook computers and similar
devices in the classroom, heedless of the objections? Do we tell professors that computers in
the classroom are here to stay, so learn to deal with it? Or do we take a more conciliatory
position, trying to show faculty how to integrate computers into their pedagogy where that
works, and how to explain their position to students when they justifiably do not want
computer screens and keyboards detracting from their classroom discussion? Are our own
career paths in jeopardy if the steady march of technology slows a little?

I would argue our role is to inform faculty and students of their options, and to encourage both
groups to look beyond technology itself for the solutions to the perceived problems that
technology engenders. Student expectations are set on the first day of class, so a professor
should explain his or her position on that day, and earlier in the course syllabus. Offer faculty
pointers on how their colleagues are successfully integrating technology in their pedagogy.
Encourage students who are bothered by their fellow classroom transcriptionists to politely
raise the issue with them. What is a law school to be if it is not a haven for informed
discussion?

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

One thing Wayne Miller, our director of educational technologies, and I have done at Duke is
written a statement for students which we hope sets the tone for such an informed discussion:
"The classroom is a place for intensive learning, which may employ such vehicles as a
Socratic discussion between faculty member and students, a lecture or presentation of
materials by the faculty member, or a student discussion or presentation. Some approaches
will make use of the technologies installed in the classrooms. Whatever the approach,
students have a responsibility to themselves and others to concentrate on the subject matter
and to engage themselves in an appropriate manner. The faculty member may ask students to
put away their laptops during class. It is expected that students will never use their laptops for
email, playing games or otherwise diluting their attention during class time. Using technology
intelligently and appropriately is fundamental to your professional training here, and will
likely be equally important to your success as a lawyer or other professional."

What will be your role in the war?

A personal note: I cannot express enough my thanks to the CS-SIS membership for naming the
Distinguished Service Award after me. I feel truly honored and humbled at the same time. I
look forward, God willing, to working with the section and each of you for many more years.

CS-SIS News
PDA Raffle
Cesar Zapata from Yale Law School Library won the drawing for the Palm Zire
PDA and Game Pack. The raffle was limited to CONELL attendees and the
drawing was held at the CS-SIS Business Meeting. Congratulations Cesar!

Roundtable Discussion
The CS-SIS Roundtable on Web Design and Maintenance was held at the AALL Annual
Meeting in Boston on July 12th. The Roundtable was packed and the discussion covered
subjects such as SQL, ASP versus Cold Fusion, Web statistics, third-party vendors, universal
Web pages, and resources Web designers cannot live without. Several CS-SIS sponsored
program proposals for the upcoming annual meeting grew out of this roundtable. In San
Antonio we have two roundtable discussions planned. We will once again sponsor a
roundtable on Web design and maintenance as well as sponsor a new roundtable on
instructional technology. Be sure and join us for our roundtables next year!

Kenneth J. Hirsh Distinguished Service Award
This year CS-SIS gave out our first distinguished service award in honor of a CS-SIS member

(Continued on page 7)
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What To Do With Those Old CD's?
By Liz Glankler

We have been recycling outdated CDs here at the Saint Louis University Law Library for
several years. I'm sure all of you have received countless CDs in the mail from AOL. Well, I
hated the thought of simply throwing them away. As they accumulated at home, it occurred to
me that they might be recyclable. Also, we had a major project in our library to go through the
old CDs that were in our collection. We found quite a few that we no longer needed. As we
boxed up the old CDs, we discovered that a box containing a year's worth of CDs weighs
more than 30 pounds and is about 1 cubic foot in volume. I know this wouldn't take up a lot
of landfill space by itself, but if every library collected a box that size it would begin to add
up. So, with all these extra CDs on my (our) hands, rather than throwing them all in the trash,
I looked into recycling them.

I placed a box on the circulation desk labeled "Recycle CD's Here." As it fills up, I remove
them to a bigger box in my office. Periodically I advertise the fact that we collect used CDs,
including old AOL disks from home. Our law school has a weekly newsletter and we mention
the recycling program under the library column. I also put it in our library newsletter.

In investigating the process of recycling CDs, I discovered that there are several places in the
United States that do, indeed, recycle them. Since CD's are not very valuable, nobody will pay
you for recycling, but they will gladly take them off your hands. Here are instructions for the
recycling plant that I use as well as information for other
companies:

Digital Audio Disc Corporation
Attention: Disc Recycling Program rim
1800 North Fruitridge Avenue
Terre Haute, IN 47804-1788
Technical Support Number: 1-800-776-6939

Instructions: This company will recycle paper sleeves, shrink-
wrap, caddies, or jewel cases in addition to the disks themselves. They must be separated and
the packages used to ship them to DADC must be marked as follows: "Clean" - CD-ROM
discs only, "Dirty" - CD-ROM discs, jewel cases, envelopes, shrink-wrap (Note: there are
discrepancies about this company regarding "clean" vs. "dirty." Some folks said "clean" meant
disks as well as jewel cases. I'd call the technical support number before shipping just to make
sure.)

You may also try the following:
(Continued on page 5)
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NE-SAR Systems
420 Ashwood Drive
Darlington, PA 16115
(724) 827-8172
Instructions: Send whole discs only, do not cut. Scratch the disc with a sharp object on the
front and back. Ship discs without any packaging. Do not send paper/plastic sleeves, paper
inserts, mailing labels, mailing envelopes, etc. Ship discs in packages less than 50 lbs. Cost
of shipping is your responsibility.

Plastic Recycling Inc.
2015 South Pennsylvania Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46225
(317) 780-6100
Call for instructions

We don't receive more than a handful a week from students, so my donation to the recycling
plant is sent once a year. But, even then, my box contains between 800 and 1,000 CD's that I
am keeping out of a landfill. By the way, CD's are just a small part of the "junk mail" that we
get at home. Go to http://www.obviously.com/junkmail/ to find information on getting your
name offjunk mail lists and other lists. You can even stop those unwanted credit card offers!!!

Please help us help the earth, RECYCLE!

Free Tutorial for Creating Legal Web Lecture Training
CALI and Peter Martin have teamed up to create a tutorial for law faculty and law librarians
that uses distance learning to teach how to create distance learning. No, that's not a typo.

Through a sequence of steps this tutorial endeavors to guide participants through the process
of preparing a short presentation for online or disk delivery as part of a law course. As it
proceeds participants will be encouraged to identify topics in courses they teach, plan, and
ultimately produce short presentations on them for potential use with their students. The
tutorial introduces the key hardware and software tools and provides basic instruction on using
them. For more information and to begin the tutorial, go to:
http://www.law.cornell.edu/background/distance/codec/tutorial.htm

This tutorial is part of the CALI/CODEC project and is free to all participants. It is the first of
several tutorials focusing on training faculty and librarians about distance legal education.
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Our Blawg Community
By Debbie Ginsburg

With so many law librarians now running their own law-related weblogs (or Blawgs), CS-SIS
realized that we needed a place for members to come together to talk about our blogging
experiences and discuss ideas for the future. So, with help of co-chairs Bonnie Shucha and
Debbie Ginsberg, we formed a special Blawg committee.

Right away, the new committee established an online presence. Using a new system called
"Bloki" (http://www.bloki.com), we created a web-based community for the new committee,
one that featured a blawg, a wiki, and forums. Once we had the site ready, we sent out a call
for committee members, hoping others would be interested in joining us.

So far, the response has been incredible! Over 20 people, both CS-SIS members and non-
members, have asked to join our CS-SIS Blawg community. Many already have their own
personal and/or professional blogs, while others are just starting out and have come to the
committee to ask for advice. -
We're excited that some big-time bloggers have taken notice of our nascent efforts. Library
Stuff thought our new blog was "neat" (http://www.librarystuff.net/2004/12/cs-sis-blawgs-
committee.html). We were also noticed by Robert Ambrogi's LawSites (http://www.legaline.
com/2004/12/for-law-librarians-who-like-to-blog.html). Most recently, we were Inter Alia's
Blawg of the day! (http://www.inter-alia.net/comments.php?id=P2293-0-1 0) With all this
attention, we'll have to come up with some really good content.

Although we're just getting started, we'd love for you to come and check out our efforts. The
site is at http://cssisblawgs.bloki.com. Be sure to read both the blog and our forums.

Naturally, we also are offering RSS feeds:
- blog - http://cssisblawgs.bloki.com/blog/index.jsp?fmt=rss
- forums - http ://cssisblawgs.bloki.com/feeds/?fmt=rdfl.0&t=forum

If you have any questions or if you'd like to join the committee, contact Co-Chairs Bonnie
Shucha (bjshucha@wisc.edu) or Debbie Ginsberg (dginsberg@kentlaw.edu) by email. We'll
send you an invite to join the Bloki right away!

<b]iaw9 - .o
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CS-SIS Programs Accepted for the 2005 AALL Annual Meeting

The AALL Annual Meeting Program Committee has
accepted five CS-SIS sponsored programs for the 2005
AALL meeting. The programs to look forward to are:
(1) Creating and Using Interactive Electronic Legal
Research Lessons;
(2) Raise Your Standards, Improve Your World and Create
Universal Web Pages;

Gul of (3) 30 Cheap Web Development Tools in 30 Minutes;
(4) Multimedia Presentations: How to Get Copyright
Clearance and Other Permissions for Digital Projects; and
(5) Beyond the Blog: RSS, Wikis, and Blikis.

Thanks to everyone who submitted proposals and to the Program Planning Committee
members: Don Arndt, Therese Clarke, Debbie Ginsberg, Dominick Grillo, Sally Irvin, Sheri
Lewis, and Eric Young.

(Continuedfrom page 3)

who made outstanding contributions to the SIS, and to AALL and who is well regarded for his
service to the profession. The award was named for our beloved Ken Hirsh, who was also its
first recipient. While Ken's accomplishments are too many to mention, here are just a few:
Ken was the CS-SIS chair from 1998 - 1999, established the annual CS-SIS breakfast
meeting, originated the traditional karaoke night, participated in many CS-SIS sponsored
programs, chaired a legion of CS-SIS committees, writes a regular column for our
Connecting... newsletter, pioneered our first electronic election, and in general been a great
ambassador for our SIS. Congratulations Ken!

New Committee Created
CS-SIS has formed a new committee in order to help support all those who Blawg. If you are
interested in serving on the committee or would like more information, please contact one of
the Blawg Committee Co-Chairs, Debbie Ginsberg (dginsberg@kentlaw.edu) or Bonnie
Shucha (bjshucha@wisc.edu).

Have Happy~ Ho/da Season
ao a&/te

Me&e# ete Serce nterest ecion
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AALL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Call for Papers Has Begun
Have you been thinking of writing an article of interest to law librarians? Maybe you just
need a push to get started? Whether for fame or for fortune, this is your chance to enter the
AALL/LexisNexisTM Call for Papers Competition.

The AALL/LexisNexis Call for Papers Committee is soliciting articles in three categories:

Open Division for AALL members and law librarians with five or more years of profes-
sional experience

• New Members Division for recent graduates and AALL members who have been in the
profession for less than five years.

Student Division for budding law librarians still in school. (Students need not be members
of AALL)

The winner in each division receives $750 generously donated by LexisNexis, plus the oppor-
tunity to present his or her paper at a special program during the AALL Annual Meeting in San
Antonio. Winners papers will also be considered for publication in the Association's prestig-
ious Law Library Journal.

For more information, a list of previous winners and an application, visit the AALL website at
http://www.aallnet.org/about/awardcallforpapers.asp. Submissions must be postmarked
by March 1.

If you have any questions, please contact any member of the AALL/LexisNexis Call for Pa-
pers Committee, Chair, Virginia Davis, davis@uh.edu ; Renee Rastorfer, rrastorf@law.usc.
edu or Patricia Wellinger, pwelling@law.du.edu

July 16-20, 2005 AALL comes to San Antonio, Texas! President Tory Trotta's theme?
Strategize: Values, Visions, Vistas.

As co-chairs of the Local Advisory Committee (LAC), you might say Mary Forman & I (a/k/a
M&M) are already implementing Tory's theme as we "strategized" to gather chairs for the sub-
committees. Well, we'll call it strategize, but others might say we got them at a weak moment!
Either way we are now organizing for the first AALL annual meeting to visit Texas in 22
years!

Among the excellent programs and opportunities for networking, there will be time to discover
the beautiful vistas of San Antonio and her surrounding areas, the ethnic diversity of the area,

(Continued on page 10)
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CS-SIS 2004 - 2005 Executive Board and Committee Assignments
Executive Board
Chair:
Susan Boland
Vice-Chair / Chair-Elect:
Dominick Grillo
Secretary/Treasurer:
Victoria Szymczak
Member-at-Large:
Robert A. Jacoby
Member-at-Large:
June Liebert
Immediate Past Chair:
Don Arndt

Adaptive Technologies Committee
Chair: Ryan Overdorf
Roy Balleste
Kevin Cook
Lucinda Harrison-Cox

Awards Committee
Chair: Sheri Lewis
Cathy Cochran
James Duggan
Jim Milles
Jean Willis

Blawgs Committee
Chair: Debbie Ginsberg
Co-Chair:Bonnie Shucha

Bylaws Committee
Chair: Dominick Grillo
Susan Boland
Steven Melamut
Melissa Serfass

Grants Committee
Chair: Cynthia Lewis
Susan Boland
Irene Good
Melissa Serfass

Historian
Don Arndt

Nominations Committee
Chair: Don Arndt
James Duggan
Ken Hirsh
Sheri Lewis

Program Planning Committee
Chair: Susan Boland
Don Arndt
Therese Clarke
Debbie Ginsberg
Dominick Grillo
Sally Irvin
Sheri Lewis
Eric Young

Webmaster
June Liebert

Publications Committee
Chair: Eric Kistler
Editor of Connecting: Liz Glankler
Therese Clarke
Cathy Cochran
Debbie Ginsberg

Recruitment & Involvement Committee
Chair: Vicki Szymczak
Julieanne Hartman
Cynthia Lewis
Eric Young

Roundtable Planning/Coordinating Committee
Chair: Eric Young
Julieanne Hartman

Strategic Planning Committee
Chair: Robert Jacoby
Susan Boland
Eric Gilson
Sally Irvin
Kris Niedringhaus

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continuedfrom page 9) Kevin Reiss
Chris Tighe

Technology Competencies Committee
Chair: Eric Gilson Liaison to AALL
Hadi Amjadi Sally Irvin
Lila Faulkner
Sally Irvin Liaison to ALL-SIS
Steven Melamut Eric Young
Kris Niedringhaus

Liaison to RIPS
Web Development Committee Melissa Serfass
Chair: June Liebert
Roy Balleste Job Description Database
Kevin Cook Chair: Robert Linz
Debbie Ginsberg Co-Chair: Don Arndt
Julieanne Hartman Cathy Cochran
Kris Niedringhaus Kevin Cook

(Continuedfrom page 8)

fabulous food and historically significant sites. "But," you say, "Texas, in July!" Well there's
not much we can do about the thermometer, but hey, Texas has some of the most efficient air
conditioning in the country. You might need short sleeves outside, but you'd better pack a
jacket for the inside! In the coming months we'll be sending out some survival tips (like drink
lots of water, or other cold beverage of your choice, wear a hat, carry a portable fan, walk
slowly and enjoy the smell of some of the best food south of the Red River) and we'll highlight
the multicultural experiences that make up San Antonio.

The Preliminary Program will be out soon, so look for the fascinating library tours (one of
which is the very private library at The Alamo), the fun trips like tubing down the Guadalupe
River, and information about a fantastic closing banquet. Come visit San Antonio, relax, and
enjoy our Texas hospitality!

Monica M. Ortale
The Fred Parks Law Library
South Texas College of Law
Email: ortale@stcl.edu


