
OBS-SIS OCLC Committee
2011-2012 Annual Report

Submitted by Karen Selden
(William A. Wise Law Library, University of Colorado Law School)

The OCLC Committee is open to any OBS-SIS member interested in news from and about OCLC and its products 
and services. There is no formal committee work involved with joining this group, so it’s an easy and informative 
group to join. 

The OCLC Committee experienced a year of change in 2011-2012. Former Chair Yuxin Li completed his service as  
Chair at the close of the 2011 Annual Meeting, and Karen Selden was appointed to take his place.

OCLC programming at the Annual Meetings also changed. Traditionally, the OCLC Update and Roundtable 
sessions were held at separate times during the AALL Annual Meetings, and not always consecutively. During the 
2011 Philadelphia Annual Meeting, the Update and Roundtable were combined into one 90-minute session. Because 
this combined format was well-received by the presenter and the audience, we will continue to use it in the future.  
The new combined program, named the OCLC Users Roundtable, is now considered an official, OBS-sponsored 
program. The annual  roundtable program will consist of an OCLC representative presenting an overview and 
update about new, enhanced, and future products and services offered by OCLC. Following the OCLC 
representative’s presentation, the bulk of the program time will be allotted to audience members to ask questions and 
to share comments, ideas, and concerns about OCLC products, services, and best practices with the speaker and 
other OCLC users in the audience.

With the update of the aallnet e-mail system in the fall of 2011, a new OBS OCLC Committee discussion list was 
established.  The list is available via the AALL website’s Member Communities section, and if you need assistance 
subscribing to the discussion list, please contact the Chair. Currently there are 29 members on the list, and the Chair 
plans to continue publicizing it to reach as many interested OBS members as possible. 

Speaking of e-mail lists, the one constant for the Committee in 2011-2012 is our faithful OCLC liaison, Glenn 
Patton, who continues to send appropriate OCLC news and updates to the Chair for posting on the OBS OCLC 
Committee discussion list, as well as the general OBS discussion list. The downside of the new aallnet e-mail 
system is that non-AALL members (such as Glenn Patton) are prohibited from posting directly to the lists, but 
asking the Chair to post on his behalf has worked well.

The former and current Chairs also authored the quarterly OCLC columns that appeared in each issue of Volume 
37of Technical Services Law Librarian. These columns included a summary the 2011 OCLC Update and 
Roundtable held at the Annual Meeting in Philadelphia and appropriate OCLC news and updates from Glenn Patton 
and other sources.

The OBS OCLC Committee Chair looks forward to another year of keeping OBS members informed about OCLC 
products and services. Please let the Chair know what issues, concerns, or ideas you would like to have explored or 
investigated. The Committee and Chair are here to serve the OBS membership, so please forward your comments 
and suggestions.
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