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This syllabus was used for my section of the first-year legal research class at Penn State Law, Legal 
Research Tools and Strategies.  The syllabus includes the readings and other activities assigned and a 
basic outline of the topics covered per week.  Class activities and homework assignments included 
CALI lessons, practice exercises, and readings.  The second page breaks down the graded 
assignments and what percentage of the grade each assignment was worth.    
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Core 908: Legal Research Tools and Strategies 
Fall 2016 

Section 204, Room 110 (Courtroom) 
Tuesday & Thursday: 8:00-8:50 am 

2 Credits 
 
Instructor: Rebecca A. Mattson 
Scholarly Communications & Faculty Services Librarian 
Room 221 
(814)867-2239 
ram6023@psu.edu 
Office Hours: Walk-in or by appointment  
 

Purpose and Goals 

The primary goal of the Legal Research Tools and Strategies course is to familiarize first year students 
with the process of discovering, evaluating, critically analyzing, and applying sources of American legal 
authority used by lawyers to understand facts and resolve issues.  While much of the course necessarily 
focuses on students developing a comfortable facility for the discovery phase of the legal research process 
in which they learn to find law and legal commentary in its various publication formats, an equally 
important outcome of the course is to provide students with opportunities to evaluate, analyze and apply 
the legal authority they discover in the context of the legal matters they will be expected to handle as law 
students and lawyers. 

Course Materials 
 
Required:   

Legal Research Tools and Strategies, Custom Edition  
       Curated by Rebecca Mattson, Theresa Tarves and Andrew Wartluft 
 Published by Wolters Kluwer, 2016 
 ISBN: 978-1-4548-8214-5 
 

CALI Access –Instructions are available here: 
https://pennstatelaw.psu.edu/intranet/current-students/cali-authorization-
information  

 
WestlawNext, Lexis Advance, Bloomberg Law access (registration instructions provided 
at the first class) 
 
Laptop required at all classes  

 
Course site – access to all course materials including additional readings, assignments 
and class recordings 

mailto:ram6023@psu.edu
mailto:ram6023@psu.edu
https://pennstatelaw.psu.edu/intranet/current-students/cali-authorization-information
https://pennstatelaw.psu.edu/intranet/current-students/cali-authorization-information
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Course Schedule 

The course schedule in this syllabus is subject to change based on how far we get in class each session.  
Changes will be announced in class and posted on Canvas.  
 

Class Topic  Reading & Exercises 

1 – 8/18/16  Intro to course and legal research process  Textbook pp. vii –7 (Introduction 
& Chapter 1) 
Article: The Importance of Legal 
Research 
 

2 – 8/23/16 Introduction to US Government, Sources of Law, 
and Authority 

 Textbook Chapter 2 (pp. 9-27) 
Register for Westlaw, Lexis, 
Bloomberg, and CALI 
 

3 – 8/25/16 Anatomy of a Case & Introduction to databases  Article: How to Read a Legal 
Opinion 
CALI lesson “Anatomy of a Case” 

4 – 8/30/16 Fact Gathering and Issue Spotting   Textbook Chapter 3 (pp. 29 – 33) 
Case Briefing Exercise due at 
start of class 

5 – 9/1/16 Formulating Searches: Terms & Connectors & 
Keyword 

 Textbook Chapter 5 (pp. 59-65) 
CALI Lesson “Introduction to 
Search Logic and Strategies” 

6 – 9/6/16 Developing Legal Research Plans and Logs  Textbook Chapters 4 (pp. 35 – 
48) & 6 (pp. 67-73) 

7 – 8/8/16 Cost-effective legal research and evaluating 
sources 

 Article: Legal Research with No 
Down Payment: 7 Cost-Effective 
Research Tools 

8 – 9/13/16 Introduction to Secondary Sources  Textbook Chapter 7 (pp. 75-113) 
CALI Lesson “Introduction to 
Secondary Sources” 

9 – 9/15/16 Choosing the Best Secondary Source  Article: Smart Researchers Save 
Time by Starting with Legal 
Treatises 
Article: Legal Encyclopedias: 
research “well begun” 
Article: Restatements: An 
Influential Secondary Source 

10 – 9/20/16 Using secondary sources to find background and 
primary material 
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Class Topic  Reading & Exercises 

11- 9/22/16 Introduction to case research: court system, 
review of authority, intro to finding aids 

 Textbook Chapter 8, pp. 117- 143 
 

12 – 9/27/16 Finding cases using search terms, review 
searching and finding aids 

 AmJur Section: Reports, 
Unpublished Opinions, Headnotes 

13 – 9/29/16 Citators  Textbook Chapter 8 pp. 144-172 

14 – 10/4/16 Review of research exercise in class  Putting it together research 
exercise  

15 – 10/6/16 Introduction to statutes; How a bill becomes a 
law; reading a statute  

 Textbook Chapter 9 pp. 175-179, 
213-214 
CALI Lesson “Introduction to 
State and Federal Statutes” 

16 – 10/11/16 Session laws v. codified laws, locating a statute  Textbook Chapter 9 pp. 180-199 
Case law wrap up due 

17 – 10/13/16 Locating historical statutes   

18 – 10/18/16 Legislative History  Textbook Chapter 9 (pp. 215-
241) 
CALI Lesson “Researching 
Federal Legislative History” 

19 – 10/20/16 Review class  Putting it together research 
exercise 

20 – 10/25/16 Introduction to Administrative Law 
Finding regulations 

 Textbook Chapter 10 pp. 244-260 

21 – 10/27/16 Updating regulations   

22 – 11/1/16 Updating Regulations, continued  Statutory Research Wrap-up due 

23 – 11/3/16 Presidential Papers, Executive Orders, and 
Judicial Function 

 Textbook Chapter 10 pp. 261-274 

24 – 11/8/16 Review class  Putting it together research 
exercise 

25 – 11/10/16 Research Exam   

26 – 11/15/16 Prepare for practice: finding medical & 
interdisciplinary materials 

  

27 – 11/17/16 Prepare for practice: dockets, jury verdicts, 
litigation searches 

  

28 – 11/22/16 Last Day of Class – review   

29 – 11/24/16 No Class – Happy Thanksgiving!   
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Assignment Due Dates and Grading Policy 

Date Subject 

10/11/16 Cases wrap-up assignment due (10%) 

11/1/16 Statutes wrap-up assignment due (10%) 

11/10/16 Research Exam (15%) 

11/28/16 Administrative regulations wrap-up assignment due (10%) 

12/4/16 Final Assignment due (25%) 

Ongoing Attendance (5%), see course policies for details 

Ongoing In-Class Exercises (C/I) (10%) 

Ongoing Homework Assignments (C/I) (10%) 

Ongoing Participation (5%) 
 

All graded assignments are due at 11:50 PM on the due date.  Please review the course policies document 
for the full grading policy.  All in-class exercises are due at the end of the class period. 

***IMPORTANT***: You must access CALI Lessons using the links in the assignment in Course Modules in 
order to receive credit for taking the lesson. 

 

In-Class and Homework assignments are not graded.  However, some may be scored unofficially on either a 
scale of A-F or 4-0 (4 being high).  These are not included in your final grades but will help gauge your 
progress throughout the course and relative to your peers. 

For purposes of Complete/Incomplete, only fully completed assignments will count as complete.  This 
requires full answers, not just words.  For in-class assignments, remember to use time wisely to complete 
the assignment by the end of the class period. 



 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: SUMMER ASSOCIATE 
FROM: SUPERVISING PARTNER 
DATE: NOVEMBER 3, 2016 
RE: LEGAL RESEARCH PLAN AND RESEARCH FOR NEW CLIENT 
  
 

Our new clients are Amy and Matt Stark, residents of State College, Pennsylvania.  The Starks began 
trying to conceive a baby in 2010.  After two years of disappointment, they sought medical advice from 
one of the top reproductive endocrinologists in Pennsylvania.  After testing, Matt was diagnosed with 
azoospermia, which meant that he could not father any biological children.  They decided to use a sperm 
donor to inseminate Amy. 

The Starks consulted with their reproductive endocrinologist, and he suggested that they use “Loving 
Homes,” a nationally known and well-regarded sperm bank headquartered in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  
After much research, the Starks chose Donor 3409.  Donor 3409 was described as tall and blonde 
(features that are similar to Matt Stark) and a medical student with excellent grades.  Loving Homes 
stated in their informational material that all potential donors undergo a “rigorous screening process” 
that includes background screening, a physical evaluation, and a mental evaluation by a trained 
counselor.  The medical director reviews the information and decides if the candidate will be accepted 
as a donor.  If that person is accepted, he needs to compete a physical examination every six months. 

Amy became pregnant with Donor 3409’s sperm and gave birth to a son, Jonathan, in 2013. Jonathan 
showed developmental delays, in particular failure to thrive, and was diagnosed early in life with Cystic 
Fibrosis, a genetic disorder inherited through mutations from both parents’ genes.  Amy had tested as a 
carrier for cystic fibrosis during her fertility treatments; however, due to Loving Home’s assurances that 
all sperm donors were screened for health and genetics, the Starks did not worry that their child would 
possibly have such a disorder. 

We’d like to sue Loving Homes in the Court of Common Pleas for breach of contract and negligence.  We 
are seeking monetary damages for the cost of the fertility treatments, the cost of the pregnancy, the 
cost of care for Jonathan, and punitive damages. 
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