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These are materials used to teach citation and research methods on tax resources in one class 
session of an upper-level tax law seminar. Many resources that students cite are electronic and 
not fully explained by the Bluebook. While covering distinct rules, these materials are primarily 
intended to help the students understand how to cite inventively – through analogy and 
reference to other Bluebook rules – in an effort to ease their Bluebook dread. Real effort was 
made to provide several citations where the Bluebook rules are ambiguous or non-existent and 
reasoning for each possible outcome. Included are lecture notes, a PowerPoint presentation, 
and handouts (essentially the script of the lecture so the material can be reviewed later). 

mailto:jckearne@loyno.edu


1 

Law and Poverty: Tax and Social Justice Seminar 
 

Janet Kearney, Reference Associate.  
My email and phone number can be found on the law library’s staff and faculty page: 504 867 5687, 
jckearne@loyno.edu. You can find me in my office (Room 206) or at the reference desk, Sunday-Wednesday 1-
9pm and Thursday 10am-6pm.  
 
For this document: BB stands for Bluebook. R stands for Bluebook rule. T stands for Bluebook table.  
 
 
Introduction 
So let’s talk about BB generally. BB is divided into three sections. The Bluepages are for documents you file 
with courts, so if you intend to practice in tax you should become familiar with these. The white pages contain 
more detailed rules and focus on academic writings, like your seminar paper and those found in law reviews. 
The tables show which authority to cite and how to properly abbreviate. Within the white pages, rules 1-9 apply 
to all types of sources you cite, like subdivisions and signals. So if you are citing a statute and are unsure of how 
to cite a supplement, those instructions will be found in R3 on subdivisions. Confused about when to use “see” 
v. when to use “see also”? Then check out R1.2. Do not neglect these rules.  
 
If you think BB is difficult and contains a number of ambiguous rules, you would be correct. I think the biggest 
reason people find the BB difficult is because of the disconnect between the way you actually research and the 
way the BB wants you to cite sources. The BB requires that citations be to the most official source. Do you 
know what I mean when I say official source? 
 
I am going to go through some of the materials that are on your Blackboard cite. I am going to tell you a bit 
about how you would research for them on your own, but then I am going to focus primarily on how you would 
cite those documents. I will be talking only about the main parts of the cite, not punctuation or short cites.  
 

It is better to cite the source you actually use. If you utilize the USCA on Westlaw to 
research statutes, cite to the USCA. Do not cite to the USC. Also, if your instructor gives 

you specific citation rules, you should follow that over the BB. (That applies to any 
organization you are writing cites for.) 

 
 
 
Services: R19, T15 
First I am going to talk about services because they come up frequently in tax law. Services began as loose-leaf 
binders that librarians would update with new pages as they became available. Depending on the service, they 
had cases, legislative materials, commentaries, etc. The most popular publishers are Commerce Clearing House 
(CCH) and Bloomberg BNA (BNA), both available from the library’s website. Cited according to R19 and T15, 
the citations generally include the name of the document, the volume of the service, the title of the service, the 
publisher, the pincite, and the date.  
 

mailto:jckearne@loyno.edu
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Print: It is easy to follow the citation formats in the BB. We have a lot of these and other print materials in the 
library – a lot! More than five shelves worth of services and books.  

 
Overview: Personal Tax Credits, Dependent Care, Child Tax, [2014] 1 Stand. Fed. Tax. Rep. (CCH) ¶ 
3501 (May 6, 2014).  

1. Title: this could be a case, legislation, or commentary. If a case or legislation, follow those rules 
for names. If it is commentary or editorial content, italicize the title. 

2. Volume number: depends on the exact reporter 
3. Publisher 
4. Subdivision: paragraph is preferred, using the paragraph symbol. If the paragraph designation is 

more than one page, you can use pincite: ¶ 3501 at 14,755.  
5. Date: if available. Is not always.  

See Figure 1. 
 

Electronic: Like most things, these services have gone electronic, which makes them problematic for the BB. 
The only real reference to electronic services is that the BB cite wants you to include a parallel citation to an 
electronic database identifier, which I’ve found most of these databases do not use. Additionally, they now 
include much material electronically that does not have a specific reporter name. It raises the question of 
whether they should be cited more like services or more like databases such as WestlawNext. If you cite from 
these sources, you will have to make your best judgment because there is little guidance. Analogize the best you 
can to other rules and remember the point of a citation is to allow someone to find it.  

 
Regular commentary: People utilize these services because they provide lots of information, including 
summaries and editorial comments.  
 
Tax Calendar: General Filing Rules, 2015 Stand. Fed. Tax Rep. (CCH, Intelliconnect) ¶ 101.  

1. This looks very similar to the print cite. I added Intelliconnect because it shows where you 
actually found it. This is similar to the way Westlaw is sometimes cited [as West(Westlaw . . 
. )] 

See Figure 2. 
 
 
Legislative History: The service is great for legislative history because it will compile legislative history for a 
particular subject. See in the database it has summaries for many different laws. We’ll look at another way to 
search legislative history in just a bit.  

 
Joint Committee Summary of P.L. 109-73 (Katrina Emergency Tax Relief Act of 2005), Congress 
(United States), [2015] Stand. Fed. Tax Rep. (CCH, Intelliconnect).  
 
Here, the service used the reporter name but did not use a paragraph number so there is no paragraph 
number to note. 
[http://intelliconnect.cch.com/scion/secure/ctx_4169402/index.jsp?uAppCtx=RWI&is_citator=false&lin
k_type=1&document_id=%28%40%40FED01+P9802.10%29fed019b84a8347b691000af52001b78be8c
7809&cfu=TAA&1447896547252=&cpid=WKUS-Legal-IC#page[25]  

http://intelliconnect.cch.com/scion/secure/ctx_4169402/index.jsp?uAppCtx=RWI&is_citator=false&link_type=1&document_id=%28%40%40FED01+P9802.10%29fed019b84a8347b691000af52001b78be8c7809&cfu=TAA&1447896547252=&cpid=WKUS-Legal-IC#page%5B25
http://intelliconnect.cch.com/scion/secure/ctx_4169402/index.jsp?uAppCtx=RWI&is_citator=false&link_type=1&document_id=%28%40%40FED01+P9802.10%29fed019b84a8347b691000af52001b78be8c7809&cfu=TAA&1447896547252=&cpid=WKUS-Legal-IC#page%5B25
http://intelliconnect.cch.com/scion/secure/ctx_4169402/index.jsp?uAppCtx=RWI&is_citator=false&link_type=1&document_id=%28%40%40FED01+P9802.10%29fed019b84a8347b691000af52001b78be8c7809&cfu=TAA&1447896547252=&cpid=WKUS-Legal-IC#page%5B25
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Other I.R.S. Documents, T1.2  
As noted above, T1 provides the controlling information for all citations to government agencies. On page 242, 
T1 provides, “Cite all other Treasury materials, including Delegation Orders . . . Notices, Announcements, and 
News Releases to the Cumulative Bulletin [C.B.], Internal Revenue Bulletin [I.R.B.], or Internal Revenue 
Manual (IRM), if therein. Otherwise cite by number and date issued.” So while there are a number of general 
rules for government documents, ALL IRS MATERIALS SHOULD BE CITED AS NOTED ON PAGE 242. 
 
Citation, generally: 

1. Title of organization 
2. Type of document 
3. Document number 
4. C.B., I.R.B., or IRM identifier 
5. Date, if the year is not obvious from the identifier  
6. If you pulled the source from one, include: Service citation or Database identifier (like a WL 

number).  
7. If the document is practically only available on the agency’s website, include the URL.  

 
Exception: I would think generic IRS websites with no identifying numbers would be cited as regular websites. 
So the example we gave earlier is likely still correct: Helpful resources: Publications, Articles, YouTube Videos 
and Other Identity Theft Related Outreach, I.R.S., https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Helpful-resources-
Publications-articles-YouTube-videos-and-other-identity-theft-related-outreach (last updated Nov. 23, 2015). 
 
 
I.R.S. Revenue Rulings: R14, T1.2  
Where can you find these and other related documents? Print, IRS website, Hein, Westlaw, BNA, CCH.  
 
Citation: R14 governs administrative materials in conjunction with T1.2, which lists citation conventions for 
many federal agencies. If there is any difference between R14 and T1.2, T1.2 governs.  
 
Page 241 in BB is where Treasury Dep’t materials begin. It lists a couple of different types of documents and 
gives examples of citations. These tables do not give detailed instructions so you’ll need the document in front 
of you to help you discover what each piece means. 
 
Basic Rules: 

1. Everything is in regular typeface.  
2. First list the title of the document as abbreviated,  
3. Then the citation to the publication in which the document is found.  

a. If the year is not included in the publication name, it is added in parentheses to the end of the 
citation.  

 
Citation Options:  

1. From IRS Website: See Figure 14:  

https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Helpful-resources-Publications-articles-YouTube-videos-and-other-identity-theft-related-outreach
https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Helpful-resources-Publications-articles-YouTube-videos-and-other-identity-theft-related-outreach
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a. PDF: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-irbs/irb08-28.pdf  
1. Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B. 76.  

b. HTML: https://www.irs.gov/irb/2008-28_IRB/ar06.html.  
1. Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B.  

1. Note there is no page number.  
2. This cite is not really recognized within the BB. They have not figured out 

how to include citations to non-PDF websites that are still government 
documents.  

3. This type of rule also goes against what is supposed to be the policy of the 
BB: that citations make things easy to find for others. 

c. Why no URL? Because it is an authentic, official copy that preserves pagination. R18.2.1(a). 
2. From Service: See Figure 15. 

a. Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B., reproduced in Fed. Tax (CCH, Intelliconnect).  
1. There is no page number because it is not listed within the reproduction on 

Intelliconnect.  
b. Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B. 76, reproduced in Tax & Acct. Ctr. (BNA).  

3. From Database: See Figure 15.  
a. Westlaw: Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B. 76, 2008 WL 2468948.  
b. Lexis: Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B. 76, 2008 IRB LEXIS 473. 

1. Why does this not need a “reprinted” reference? Because this is the citation form in 
R14.4.  

 
As you will see from the examples below, this excludes the actual title of the document, which can often be 
essential for others to locate the document.  
 
Examples: 

IRS Documents with publication numbers: I.R.S. PUB. 4535 (Nov. 2015), https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-
pdf/p4535.pdf.  
 
Internal Revenue Manual: IRM 8.1.1 (Apr. 4, 2014). 
 
Notice that has been published: I.R.S. Notice 2015-77, 2015-47 I.R.B. 676.  
 
Notice that has not been published: I.R.S. Notice 2015-81 (Nov. 20, 2015), https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-
drop/n-15-81.pdf.  
 
News: I.R.S. News Release IR-2015-130 (Nov. 20, 2015), https://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/New-
IRS-Guidance-to-Simplify-ABLE-Program-Administration.  

 
 
Internal Revenue Code: R12, 12.8.1, 12.9.1, 12.5, T1 
Research  

1. The USC is official and preferred by BB because it is published by the federal government. You can 
find these in print or online at 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-irbs/irb08-28.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/irb/2008-28_IRB/ar06.html
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4535.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4535.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-15-81.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-15-81.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/New-IRS-Guidance-to-Simplify-ABLE-Program-Administration
https://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/New-IRS-Guidance-to-Simplify-ABLE-Program-Administration
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http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collectionUScode.action?collectionCode=USCODE and 
http://uscode.house.gov/.  

2. Unofficial: USCA – Westlaw and USCS – Lexis 
a. Better for research because of the annotations, but BB prefers USC 

 
Citation 

From gpo.gov and US Code: 
I.R.C. § 165 (2012 & Supp. 2013).  
See Figure 3.  
[http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2013-title26/html/USCODE-2013-title26-subtitleA-
chap1-subchapB-partVI-sec165.htm]  

From Westlaw:  
I.R.C. § 165 (West, Westlaw through Pub. L. No. 114-61 (excluding Pub .L. Nos. 114-52, 114-54, 
114-59, & 114-60). 
See Figure 4.  

 
1. Replace 26 USC with I.R.C. 
2. Section symbol and number 
3. Year:  

a. For the USC 
1. most recent print (six year intervals, most recent 2012) 
2. If it has changed since the print edition, you will also have to cite the supplement in 

which the changes appear, as above.  
1. In the citation above, the date is (2012 & Supp. 2013). 2012 because we know 

that is the last print edition; we know it is part of the 2013 supplement because 
of the designation on the page.  

b. For commercial publishers: 
1. Print: use copyright date 
2. Westlaw/Lexis: use the “through Pub. L. No.” designation  

4. No need for URL  
a. when citing to USC online via uscode.house.gov and gpo.gov because it is authentic and 

official  
b. or when citing to USCA on Westlaw and USCS on Lexis because the BB says so. (This is 

practical because they are subscription only and have long URLs.) 
 
 
Cases: R10, T1 
Cases are printed in reports and BB organizes case citations by reporter preference. The BB citation preference 
to:  

1. Official reporters in T1 
2. Unofficial reporters in T1 
3. Public domain citation (If it has a public domain citation, it should be a parallel cite to a reporter.) 
4. Other unofficial reporters not listed in T1 
5. A computer database 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collectionUScode.action?collectionCode=USCODE
http://uscode.house.gov/
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2013-title26/html/USCODE-2013-title26-subtitleA-chap1-subchapB-partVI-sec165.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2013-title26/html/USCODE-2013-title26-subtitleA-chap1-subchapB-partVI-sec165.htm
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6. A service 
7. A slip opinion 
8. Internet source 
9. Newspaper  

 
Where to find most cases:  

Supreme Court: cite to US Reporter or if not yet published, S. Ct. Reporter (on Hein, Westlaw, in print) 
 
Federal Appellate Courts: Federal Reporters, F., F. 2d, F. 3d, F. App’x. (on Westlaw, in print) 
 
Tax Court: 

1. United States Tax Court Reports (T.C.) (1942-date) (in print; PDFs at the Tax Court website, 
www.ustaxcourt.gov)  

2. Reports of the United States Board of Tax Appeals (B.T.A.) (1924-1942) (In print; 
Intelliconnect: select Federal Tax, Primary Sources, Cases) 

3. Tax Court Memorandum Decisions (T.C.M.) – CCH only  
 
Citations  

To reporter: See Figure 5. 
United States v. Kirby Lumber Co., 284 U.S. 1 (1931). 

1. Names: The rules on case names cover seven pages in the BB. You have to read them!  
a. Most important is that in citations,  

i. You abbreviate any word listed in T6 unless the word is part of a geographic 
entity (for example, South Dakota).  

ii. Abbreviate geographical units using T10, unless it is the name of the party – 
United States is the proper party name. R10.2.2. You do not include “of 
America” because of 10.2.1(f).  

iii. Commissioner of Internal Revenue: “Commissioner” in textual sentences and 
“Comm’r” in citations. R10.2.1(j).  

2. Reporter: Volume of reporter, followed by reporter abbreviation (found in T1), then first 
page of case. If there is a pincite, add a comma then the pincite. 

3. Parentheses: Will always contain the year of the decision. If the name of the court is obvious 
from the reporter, you only include the year. If the name is not obvious, then you include the 
court abbreviation (using the Bluepages, T6, T7, and T10).  

a. What is obvious? Use common sense. The reporter (U.S.) is only for the Supreme 
Court so you only use the year. But a reporter for a federal appellate court will always 
need the name of the case because the reporters are F., F. 2d, and F. 3d.  

 
To service, R10, 15, T19: See Figure 6.  
Haddix v. Comm’r, 2015-220 T.C.M. (CCH, Intelliconnect) Dec. 60,499(M) (T.C. Nov. 18, 2015).  

1. Many lower level decisions will not be bound in official reporters but will instead be printed 
in specialized places like CCH.  

2. Find these cases in print and also on Intelliconnect. Select Federal Tax, Primary Sources, Tax 
Court Memoranda.  

http://www.ustaxcourt.gov/
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a. Name of the case – follow same rules as R10. 
b. The volume number 
c. The reporter abbreviation 
d. The publisher in parentheses 
e. The subdivision 
f. Then in parentheses, the court abbreviation and the date of the case 

i. If it is in loose-leaf, use the exact date of the case. 
ii. If it is bound, use the year of the case.  

iii. You can tell the difference in the online version by whether the citation 
given has a reporter volume and page number.  

2. Note that older cases in T.C.M. will have reporter designations and starting page numbers 
so that will be placed after the case name: See Figure 7. 
Blessing U. Anyanwu v. Comm’r, 107 T.C.M. (CCH, Intelliconnect) 1591 (T.C. 2014). 

 
Court Documents: R10.8.3 
Bloomberg is the best place to find court documents for federal courts. It has some state listings but for federal 
cases within the last 10-15 years, it will usually have every single document. 
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/start  
 
EDLA Criminal Case:  
To find a document on Bloomberg: On the main page, select Litigation & Dockets. Then select Search Dockets. 
You can narrow by court, party names, keywords, dates, etc.  
 
Citation: 

If the case has not been published: See Figure 8. 
Judgment at 1, United States v. Asad, No. 12-00127 (E.D. La. Apr. 3, 2013), Doc. No. 61.  

 
1. Name of the document: How to decide on the name of the document? Depends. If there are many 

documents with the same first word you may want to use a longer title. I like to use the capital words 
on the docket list for the document title.  

a. If there is a pincite, it will follow the document name with an “at”: Brief at 5.  
2. Party names, follow regular case name rules 
3. Docket number, remove the letters.  
4. Then in parentheses,  

a. Put the court abbreviation (look to Bluepages for district court abbreviation, and T6, 7, and 
10).  

b. Followed by the date of the filing. I use the date stamped on the top of the document.  
5. Comma and document number. If it is from PACER, it is likely to say ECF No. If it is from 

Bloomberg, it is likely to say Doc. No. This is not required by BB but it makes everyone’s life so 
much easier, and it should be required.  

 
If the case has been published (meaning it has a reporter): 
1. Name of the document, followed by “at [pincite]” 
2. Full case citation 

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/start
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3. Docket number in parentheses 
4. Document number  

 
Websites: R18.2.2 
These are webpages that cannot be cited as anything else in the BB.  
 
Citations: 
 Typical website: see Figure 9. 

Helpful resources: Publications, Articles, YouTube Videos and Other Identity Theft Related Outreach, 
I.R.S., https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Helpful-resources-Publications-articles-YouTube-videos-and-
other-identity-theft-related-outreach (last updated Nov. 23, 2015). 

1. Author in regular typeface. Can be person’s name or an institutional author. 
2. Title of the specific page in italics. Capitalize according to R8 (which is basically everything 

except articles and prepositions).  
3. Title of the main page – the domain name. Large and small caps. If the institutional author is 

obvious from the title of the main page, do not need an author.  
i. In the example, the institutional author is the same as the domain name so it is 

omitted.  
4. If there is a set date of the resource, it is then included in parentheses.  
5. URL 
6. If there is no set date, include a last visited or last updated date in parentheses. 

 
IRS Forms: see Figure 10. 
There is no set rule for these in academic writings. I like to cite as websites because they do not fit 
directly into any other BB rules. They could also be cited under T1.2. See Other IRS Documents below 
for more.  
 

Website Options: 
1. Form 14039: Identity Theft Affidavit, I.R.S. (Feb. 2014), https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-

pdf/f14039.pdf.  
1. I also like this because it allows you to easily differentiate between years of 

forms in case you are emphasizing changes. You can find many forms, old 
and new, on the IRS website and on Intelliconnect. Form 1040 from 2013: 

a. IRS Website: Form 1040: U.S. Individual Income Tax Return, I.R.S. 
(2013), https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040--2013.pdf.  

b. Intelliconnect: Select Federal Tax, Federal Tax Practice Tools, 
Intelliforms Online Library.  Form 1040: U.S. Individual Income Tax 
Return, I.R.S. (2013), Intelliforms Online Libr. (CCH, Intelliconnect).  

2. Examples from other periodicals: 
1. Form 14039 Rev. 2/2014 is available at https://www.irs.gov/ under “Forms 

and Pubs”.  
2. Form 14039.  

T1 Options:  
1. I.R.S. Form 14039 (Feb. 2014), https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf.  

https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Helpful-resources-Publications-articles-YouTube-videos-and-other-identity-theft-related-outreach
https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Helpful-resources-Publications-articles-YouTube-videos-and-other-identity-theft-related-outreach
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040--2013.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf
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2. I.R.S. Form 1040 (2013), https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040--2013.pdf.  
3. I.R.S. Form 1040 (2013), Intelliforms Online Libr. (CCH, Intelliconnect).  

 
 
 
Congressional Papers: R13 
Note: Much of R13 gives examples, rather than discussing in-depth what each part of the cite should look like.  
 
Unnumbered Committee Reports: R13.4(c)(i). See Figure 11.  

 
 
STAFF OF J. COMM. ON TAXATION, 109TH CONG., TECHNICAL EXPLANATION OF THE "KATRINA 

EMERGENCY TAX RELIEF ACT OF 2005" AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE ON SEPTEMBER 21, 2005 

(JCX-69-05) 17 (Comm. Rep. 2005).  
1. Author 
2. Congress Number 
3. Document Title 
4. Pincite 
5. Type of document and date in parentheses 

 
When we first started talking about services we cited a joint committee summary that is an editorial by 
the publisher; most of it is directly quoted from the committee report and some of it is paraphrasing. So 
how do you find the actual committee report? In the commentary it gave the public law number, 109-73, 
and a citation, Technical Explanation of the "Katrina Emergency Tax Relief Act of 2005," September 
23, 2005 (JCX-69-05). You can take that information and find the full report.  
 
The best place to look for Congressional reports and other related documents is ProQuest Congressional 
and Legislative Insight, both accessible from the library’s website. Quick overview of Congressional 
and Insight: http://lunolaw.blogspot.com/2015/11/electronic-resource-of-month-utilizing.html.  
 
Good free resources: Congress.gov; libraries that are federal depositories may have many of these 
documents in print.  
 
Because this is a law that passed, I would start with Legislative Insight. Congressional will have a lot of 
information on this bill, but not as many actual documents. I started searching with the public law 
number because I was looking for that specifically. You can also search using certain terms, narrowing 
the types of documents, and selecting dates.  
 
History on Legislative Insight will include Congressional Records, Committee Reports, CRS reports, 
etc.  

 
CRS Reports: R14.3(d). See Figure 12.  

CRS Reports are Congressional Research Service Reports.  
  

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040--2013.pdf
http://lunolaw.blogspot.com/2015/11/electronic-resource-of-month-utilizing.html
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ERIKA LUNDER, CONG. RESEARCH SERV., RS22269, H.R. 3768: THE KATRINA EMERGENCY TAX RELIEF 

ACT OF 2005 (2005).  
1. Author 
2. Cong. Research Serv.  
3. Document number 
4. Title 
5. Pincite 
6. Year  

 
This report was listed in the legislative history from Legislative Insight where we pulled the above staff 
report. You can also find CRS Reports in a service like CCH. As we discussed earlier, they also 
reproduce other documents. Although it is not preferred to cite a service for a case or statue, you can use 
them to cite other legislative materials. You just need to note where you actually found it by using the 
phrase reprinted in or an analogous phrase - R1.6(a)(ii)-(iii).  
 
ERIKA LUNDER, CONG. RESEARCH SERV., RS22269, H.R. 3768: THE KATRINA EMERGENCY TAX RELIEF 

ACT OF 2005 (2005), reproduced in Fed. Tax (CCH, Intelliconnect). 
 
This is a great example of how sometimes you have to use your imagination and analogize to make 
things work. Not all of CCH’s databases online are reflected in particular services. So I pulled what I 
could from online that reflected the database collection. You may think it would be better to cite it like 
Westlaw, which would be just as valid – because these documents are not part of the print loose-leaf that 
we copy for the other electronic citation.  

 
House and Senate Reports and Documents: R13.4. See Figure 13.  

These documents are great for legislative history, starting research, etc.  
 
H.R. REP. NO. 90-102, at 4 (1967).  

1. Name of the house (H.R. or S.) 
2. The phrase “Rep. No.” or “Doc. No.” – all of the above is in small caps 
3. Number of the Congress hyphen number of the document 
4. Comma followed by “at pincite” 
5. Year of publication in parentheses 

 
You may include the title if you also include the author, also in small caps.  
MARTHA GRIFFITHS, INCOME TAX SUPPORT TEST IN CASE OF CHILDREN OF DIVORCED PARENTS, H.R. 
REP. NO. 90-102, at 4 (1967).  

 
 
Interviews, in person or telephone: R17.2.5 
Citation 

Interview with Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Justice, U.S. Supreme Court, in New Orleans, La. (November 19, 
2015). 
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1. Type of interview. For in-person: Interview. For telephone: Telephone Interview 
2. The name of the individual and their affiliation, if any. If you conducted the interview, write 

“Interview with Janet Kearney, Loyola University New Orleans College of Law Library”. If 
someone else conducted the interview, write “Interview by Ruth Bader Ginsburg with Janet 
Kearney, Loyola . . . ” 

3. If in person, the location in which the interview was held 
4. Date in parentheses.  
5. Abbreviate using T6 and T10.  

 
 
News: R16, 18 
 
Articles:  

Regular online newspaper: R16.6(f). See Figure 16. 
Leslie Eaton & Joseph B. Treaster, Insurance Woes for Hurricane Katrina Victims, N.Y. TIMES (Sept. 2, 
2007), http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/02/business/worldbusiness/02iht-
orleans.4.7353442.html?_r=0.   

1. Author,  
2. Title of Article in Italics,  

1. Capitalize titles of articles according to R8.  
3. TITLE OF NEWSPAPER IN SMALL CAPS  

1. Use T10 and T13 to abbreviate periodical titles.  
4. (date in parentheses),  
5. URL.  

 
R16.6(a): You should designate when it is an opinion, editorial, or letter to the editor. Online opinion 
piece: See Figure 17. 
David Cay Johnston, Opinion, State’s Job Growth Defies Predictions after Tax Increases, SACRAMENTO 

BEE (July 20, 2014), http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/california-forum/article2604184.html.  
 
Blogs: R 18.2.2(b)(iii): A blog is cited as a regular website. If you have a blog run within a larger 
website, be sure you included it in the domain name. See Figure 17. 
Eric Morath, Why It Matters That New Businesses Are Creating Jobs More Slowly Than a Decade Ago, 
WALL ST. J.: REAL TIME ECON. (Nov. 19, 2015, 9:27 AM), 
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2015/11/19/why-it-matters-that-new-businesses-are-creating-jobs-more-
slowly-than-a-decade-ago/.  

 
Broadcasts: R18.6 
The citation depends on where you pull it from. 

TV/Film 
NBC Nightly News (NBC television broadcast Nov. 19, 2015). 
1. Title [films – small caps, TV and radio – italics]  
2. Then company/network that produced/aired the broadcast followed by exact date in parentheses.  

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/02/business/worldbusiness/02iht-orleans.4.7353442.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/02/business/worldbusiness/02iht-orleans.4.7353442.html?_r=0
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/california-forum/article2604184.html
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2015/11/19/why-it-matters-that-new-businesses-are-creating-jobs-more-slowly-than-a-decade-ago/
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2015/11/19/why-it-matters-that-new-businesses-are-creating-jobs-more-slowly-than-a-decade-ago/
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Published Online – cite as 18.2.2, websites 
NBC Nightly News, Hubble: The World’s Most Famous Telescope Turns 25, YOUTUBE (Feb. 17, 2015), 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs51HcgcAJ8.  

 
 
Law Review Articles: R16, 18 
Citation: 

1. Author names in regular typeface. 
2. Article title italicized 
3. Volume number 
4. Journal title in large and small caps. 
5. Page number the article begins on. If there is a pincite, it would follow after a comma (as in a case 

citation). 
6. Year of publication 
7. If an online source, add URL.  

 
Note: If you are citing an article you found online, but it is an exact copy of the print source, you do not need to 
put the URL, R18.2.1. See Figure 18. 

 
Paul L. Caron & James R. Repetti, Occupy the Tax Code: Using the Estate Tax to Reduce Inequality and 
Spur Economic Growth, 40 PEPP. L. REV. 1255 (2013).  
 
Francine J. Lipman, Access to Tax InJustice, 40 PEPP. L. REV. (2013), http://ssrn.com/abstract=2216961.  

1. There is no starting page number because it begins at page 1.  
 

Kiran Sheffrin, Trapped by Forgiveness: Taxing COD Income, 144 TAX NOTES 1191 (2014). 
 
 
Reports and other non-periodicals: R15 
R15 applies to all non-periodical materials that are not regular webpages under 18.2.2. In your course materials, 
you have studies, white papers, and reports. Sometimes it can be difficult to determine when something is a 
report, a periodical report, or a website. 
 
Citation, generally: 

1. AUTHOR,  
2. TITLE  
3. pincite  
4. (year),  
5. URL, if applicable   

 
You can let the authors characterize the source for you. For example, http://www.cbpp.org/research/tax-rate-
for-richest-400-taxpayers-plummeted-in-recent-decades-even-as-their-pre-tax. This looks like a website, but 
here you can see it says “pdf of the report”. So cite it under R15. It is better to use a stable URL, so I would 
include the PDF URL. See Figure 19.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs51HcgcAJ8
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2216961
http://www.cbpp.org/research/tax-rate-for-richest-400-taxpayers-plummeted-in-recent-decades-even-as-their-pre-tax
http://www.cbpp.org/research/tax-rate-for-richest-400-taxpayers-plummeted-in-recent-decades-even-as-their-pre-tax
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AVI FELLER & CHUCK MARR, TAX RATE FOR RICHEST 400 TAXPAYERS PLUMMETED IN RECENT 

DECADES, EVEN AS THEIR PRE-TAX INCOMES SKYROCKETED (2010), 
http://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/2-23-10tax.pdf.  

 
Another popular problem is that reports are cited under R15 but regularly published reports are cited like 
periodicals under R16. For example, http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-
yannelis-student-loan-defaults. This looks like a regular webpage, with a full PDF for you to download that 
looks like R15. But I noticed that it said Fall 2015, so I thought is this done every year? When you go to the 
main page for this section, you can see that they publish these every single year since 1970. That makes it a 
regular publication by an institute which makes it subject to R16, periodicals, which we discussed for journal 
articles.  

 
Adam Looney & Constantine Yannelis, A Crisis in Student Loans? How Changes in the Characteristics 
of Borrowers and in the Institutions They Attended Contributed to Rising Loan Defaults, 2015 

BROOKINGS PAPERS ON ECON. ACTIVITY (Sept. 10-11, 2015), 
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults. 

a. Here, I did not include a particular pincite because the entire thing starts at page 1. However, 
they reprint these papers in one big bundle, and when that is done there is a particular page it 
starts on, just like a journal article.  

b. If you were to cite it just to the summary, I would cite is under R18.  
1. Adam Looney & Constantine Yannelis, A Crisis in Student Loans? How Changes in 

the Characteristics of Borrowers and in the Institutions They Attended Contributed to 
Rising Loan Defaults, BROOKINGS 
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-
loan-defaults (last visited Nov. 18, 2015).  

 
 
General Government Documents (Reports, Letters, Etc.): R14, 15, T1 
The above rules on reports also apply to government agencies reports – R14.2(d). A regular report is cited as 
periodical R 16. An “other publication” – a one-time report – is cited as a book R15.  
 
15.7: Serial government publications 
One confusing thing about government reports is that they often release reports “regularly” – they do it once 
every year, but instead they are given publication numbers. This makes it part of a series of publications which 
is governed by R15.7. (This looks the same as R14.2(d)). See Figure 20. 

1. AUTHOR 
2. SERIAL NUMBER 

a. Characterize this however the agency does. (Leaflet, Publication, Publication No., etc.) 
3. TITLE 
4. Pincite 
5. (year) 
6. URL, if applicable 

 

http://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/2-23-10tax.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults
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MARK LINO, U.S. DEP’T OF AGRIC., CTR. FOR NUTRITIONAL POLICY & PROMOTION, MISC. PUB. NO. 
1528-2012, EXPENDITURES ON CHILDREN BY FAMILIES, 2012 (2013), 
http://www.cnpp.usda.gov/sites/default/files/expenditures_on_children_by_families/crc2012.pdf.  

 
Government letters, memos, policy documents, etc.  
R14.2(d) also provides a citation to Opinion Letters. How can you tell when a government document is in this 
category? Common-sense will have to apply. Take a look at this letter: 
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-fape-11-17-2015.pdf. It is clearly not a 
regulation, report, serial. It could be cited as a website, but because of R14.2(d), it is more appropriate to cite it 
like an Opinion Letter. See Figure 21. 

1. Author 
2. Title 

a. Can be simple as in just “Opinion Letter” or you can make it more descriptive 
3. Date of document 
4. Where available  

 
U.S. Dep’t of Education, Office of Special Education & Rehabilitative Services, Policy Guidance Letter 
on Meeting the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Requirements (Nov. 16, 2015), 
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-fape-11-17-2015.pdf.  

 
 

http://www.cnpp.usda.gov/sites/default/files/expenditures_on_children_by_families/crc2012.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-fape-11-17-2015.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-fape-11-17-2015.pdf
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• JD, Tulane Law School

• Bar, Louisiana

• Research Focus: foreign and international law, 
Louisiana law

Contact Information
• jckearne@loyno.edu
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Services – R19, T15
• Print loose-leaf compilations

• Contain commentaries, editorial notes, cases, agency 
documents, congressional documents, etc. 

• Have evolved into electronic databases

• BNA Tax & Accounting Center; CCH Intelliconnect

• http://law.loyno.edu/library/online-resources

http://law.loyno.edu/library/online-resources


Figure 1
Tax Calendar: 
General Filing 
Rules, 2015 
Stand. Fed. Tax 
Rep. (CCH, 
Intelliconnect) 
¶ 101. 



Figure 2

Tax Calendar: 
General Filing 
Rules, 2015 
Stand. Fed. 
Tax Rep. (CCH, 
Intelliconnect) 
¶ 101. 



Legislative History in Services
• http://intelliconnect.cch.com/scion/secure/ctx_4169402/index.jsp?uAppCtx

=RWI&is_citator=false&link_type=1&document_id=%28%40%40FED01+P9
802.10%29fed019b84a8347b691000af52001b78be8c7809&cfu=TAA&14478
96547252=&cpid=WKUS-Legal-IC#page[25

•Joint Committee Summary of P.L. 109-73 
(Katrina Emergency Tax Relief Act of 2005), 
Congress (United States), [2015] Stand. Fed. 
Tax Rep. (CCH, Intelliconnect). 

http://intelliconnect.cch.com/scion/secure/ctx_4169402/index.jsp?uAppCtx=RWI&is_citator=false&link_type=1&document_id=(@@FED01+P9802.10)fed019b84a8347b691000af52001b78be8c7809&cfu=TAA&1447896547252=&cpid=WKUS-Legal-IC#page%5B25


IRS Documents – T1.2

T1 provides the controlling information for all citations to government agencies. On 
page 242, T1 lists the citation rules for Treasury determinations, memorandum, and 
“Other Treasury Determinations”. It provides, “Cite all other Treasury materials, 
including Delegation Orders . . . Notices, Announcements, and News Releases to the 
Cumulative Bulletin [C.B.], Internal Revenue Bulletin [I.R.B.], or Internal Revenue 
Manual (IRM), if therein. Otherwise cite by number and date issued.” 

So while there are a number of general rules for government 
documents, ALL IRS MATERIALS SHOULD BE CITED AS 
NOTED ON PAGE 242.



IRS Documents – General Citation
• Type of document

• Document number

• C.B., I.R.B., or IRM identifier

• Date, if the year is not obvious from the identifier 

• If you pulled the source from one, include: Service citation or Database 
identifier (like a WL number). 

• If the document is practically only available on the agency’s website, include 
the URL. 



IRS Revenue Rulings – R14, T1.2
• Where to find: Print, IRS website, Hein, Westlaw, BNA, 

CCH. 

• Basic Rules:
• Everything is in regular typeface. 

• First list the title of the document as abbreviated, 

• Then the citation to the publication in which the document is 
found. 

• If the year is not included in the publication name, it is added 
in parentheses to the end of the citation. 



Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B. 76. Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B. 

Figure 14



Figure 15



Revenue Rulings from Services, 
Commercial Databases

• Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B., reproduced in Fed. Tax (CCH, 
Intelliconnect). 

• Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B. 76, reproduced in Tax & Acct. 
Ctr. (BNA). 

• Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B. 76, 2008 WL 2468948. 

• Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B. 76, 2008 IRB LEXIS 473.



Other IRS Citation Examples

• IRS Documents with publication numbers: I.R.S. PUB. 4535 (Nov. 2015), 
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4535.pdf. 

• Internal Revenue Manual: IRM 8.1.1 (Apr. 4, 2014).

• Notice that has been published: I.R.S. Notice 2015-77, 2015-47 I.R.B. 676. 

• Notice that has not been published: I.R.S. Notice 2015-81 (Nov. 20, 2015), 
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-15-81.pdf. 

• News: I.R.S. News Release IR-2015-130 (Nov. 20, 2015), 
https://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/New-IRS-Guidance-to-Simplify-ABLE-
Program-Administration. 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4535.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-15-81.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/New-IRS-Guidance-to-Simplify-ABLE-Program-Administration


Internal Revenue Code –
R12, 12.8.1, 19.9.1, 12.5, T1

• Found within the USC (USCA & USCS)

• You can find USC in print or online at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collectionUScode.action?collectionCode=USCODE and 
http://uscode.house.gov/.

• Replace 26 USC with I.R.C.

• Section symbol and number

• Year: 
• For the USC

• most recent print (six year intervals, most recent 2012)

• If it has changed since the print edition, you will also have to cite the supplement in which the changes appear, as above. 

• In the citation above, the date is (2012 & Supp. 2013). 2012 because we know that is the last print edition; we know it is part of the 2013 supplement because of the 
designation on the page. 

• For commercial publishers:

• Print: use copyright date

• Westlaw/Lexis: use the “through Pub. L. No.” designation 

• No need for URL 
• when citing to USC online via uscode.house.gov and gpo.gov because it is authentic and official 

• or when citing to USCA on Westlaw and USCS on Lexis because the BB says so. (This is practical because they are subscription only and have 
long URLs.) 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collectionUScode.action?collectionCode=USCODE
http://uscode.house.gov/


Figure 3

I.R.C. § 165 
(2012 & Supp. 
2013). 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2013-
title26/html/USCODE-2013-title26-subtitleA-
chap1-subchapB-partVI-sec165.htm

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2013-title26/html/USCODE-2013-title26-subtitleA-chap1-subchapB-partVI-sec165.htm


Figure 4I.R.C. § 165 (West, Westlaw through 
Pub. L. No. 114-61 (excluding Pub 
.L. Nos. 114-52, 114-54, 114-59, & 
114-60).



Cases – R10, T1
• Supreme Court: cite to US Reporter or if not yet published, S. Ct. 

Reporter (on Hein, Westlaw, in print)
• Federal Appellate Courts: Federal Reporters, F., F. 2d, F. 3d, F. 

App’x. (on Westlaw, in print)
• Tax Court:

• United States Tax Court Reports (T.C.) (1942-date) (in print; 
PDFs at the Tax Court website, www.ustaxcourt.gov) 

• Reports of the United States Board of Tax Appeals (B.T.A.) 
(1924-1942) (In print; Intelliconnect: select Federal Tax, Primary 
Sources, Cases)

• Tax Court Memorandum Decisions (T.C.M.) – CCH only 

http://www.ustaxcourt.gov/


Basic Case Citation: 
United States v. Kirby Lumber Co., 284 U.S. 1 (1931).

• Names: The rules on case names cover seven pages in the BB. You have to read them! 

• Most important is that in citations, 

• You abbreviate any word listed in T6 unless the word is part of a geographic entity (for example, South 
Dakota). 

• Abbreviate geographical units using T10, unless it is the name of the party – United States is the proper 
party name. R10.2.2. You do not include “of America” because of 10.2.1(f). 

• Commissioner of Internal Revenue: “Commissioner” in textual sentences and “Comm’r” in citations. 
R10.2.1(j). 

• Reporter: Volume of reporter, followed by reporter abbreviation (found in T1), then first 
page of case. If there is a pincite, add a comma then the pincite.

• Parentheses: Will always contain the year of the decision. If the name of the court is 
obvious from the reporter, you only include the year. If the name is not obvious, then 
you include the court abbreviation (using the Bluepages, T6, T7, and T10). 



United States v. 
Kirby Lumber Co., 
284 U.S. 1 (1931).

Figure 5: 
Citation to a 
reporter



Case Citation to a Service: Not Bound

• Find these cases in print and also on Intelliconnect. Select Federal Tax, 
Primary Sources, Tax Court Memoranda. 

• Name of the case – follow same rules as R10.

• The volume number

• The reporter abbreviation

• The publisher in parentheses

• The subdivision

• Then in parentheses, the court abbreviation and the date of the case

• If it is in loose-leaf, use the exact date of the case.



Figure 6: Citation 
to a service

Haddix v. Comm’r, 2015-220 
T.C.M. (CCH, Intelliconnect) Dec. 
60,499(M) (T.C. Nov. 18, 2015). 



Case Citation to a Service: Bound
• Note that older cases in 

T.C.M. will have reporter 
designations and starting 
page numbers so that will 
be placed after the case 
name: See Figure 7.

• Blessing U. Anyanwu v. 
Comm’r, 107 T.C.M. (CCH, 
Intelliconnect) 1591 (T.C. 
2014).

Figure 7



Court Documents – R10.8.3

• https://www.bloomberglaw.com/start

• Citation will depend on whether the case has been 
reported

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/start


Unpublished/Unfinished Case
• Name of the document: How to decide on the name of the document? Depends. If there 

are many documents with the same first word you may want to use a longer title. I like to 
use the capital words on the docket list for the document title. 
• If there is a pincite, it will follow the document name with an “at”: Brief at 5. 

• Party names, follow regular case name rules

• Docket number, remove the letters. 

• Then in parentheses, 
• Put the court abbreviation (look to Bluepages for district court abbreviation, and T6, 7, and 10). 

• Followed by the date of the filing. I use the date stamped on the top of the document. 

• Comma and document number. If it is from PACER, it is likely to say ECF No. If it is from 
Bloomberg, it is likely to say Doc. No. This is not required by BB but it makes everyone’s life 
so much easier, and it should be required. 

Judgment at 1, United States v. Asad, No. 12-00127 (E.D. 
La. Apr. 3, 2013), Doc. No. 61. 



Figure 8
Judgment at 1, 
United States v. 
Asad, No. 12-00127 
(E.D. La. Apr. 3, 
2013), Doc. No. 61. 



Published Case

• Name of the document, followed by “at [pincite]”

• Full case citation

• Docket number in parentheses

• Document number

Transcript of Oral Argument at 11, Ayers v. Belmontes, 549 U.S. 7 (2006) (No. 
05-00493). 



Websites – 18.2.2
• Author in regular typeface. Can be person’s name or an institutional author.

• Title of the specific page in italics. Capitalize according to R8 (which is basically everything except 
articles and prepositions). 

• Title of the main page – the domain name. Large and small caps. If the institutional author is 
obvious from the title of the main page, do not need an author. 
• In the example, the institutional author is the same as the domain name so it is omitted. 

• If there is a set date of the resource, it is then included in parentheses. 

• URL

• If there is no set date, include a last visited or last updated date in parentheses.

Helpful resources: Publications, Articles, YouTube Videos and Other Identity Theft 
Related Outreach, I.R.S., https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Helpful-resources-
Publications-articles-YouTube-videos-and-other-identity-theft-related-outreach
(last updated Nov. 23, 2015).

https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Helpful-resources-Publications-articles-YouTube-videos-and-other-identity-theft-related-outreach


Figure 9

Helpful resources: Publications, 
Articles, YouTube Videos and Other 
Identity Theft Related Outreach, 
I.R.S., 
https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Help
ful-resources-Publications-articles-
YouTube-videos-and-other-identity-
theft-related-outreach (last updated 
Nov. 23, 2015).

https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Helpful-resources-Publications-articles-YouTube-videos-and-other-identity-theft-related-outreach


IRS Forms – 18.2.2?
• Form 14039: Identity Theft Affidavit, I.R.S. (Feb. 2014), 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf. 

• IRS Website: Form 1040: U.S. Individual Income Tax Return, I.R.S. (2013), 
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040--2013.pdf. 

• Intelliconnect: Select Federal Tax, Federal Tax Practice Tools, Intelliforms
Online Library.  Form 1040: U.S. Individual Income Tax Return, I.R.S. (2013), 
Intelliforms Online Libr. (CCH, Intelliconnect). 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040--2013.pdf


Figure 10



IRS Forms – T1?
• I.R.S. Form 14039 (Feb. 2014), 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf. 

• I.R.S. Form 1040 (2013), https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-
prior/f1040--2013.pdf. 

• I.R.S. Form 1040 (2013), Intelliforms Online Libr. (CCH, 
Intelliconnect). 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040--2013.pdf


Federal Congressional Documents – R13

• Types: bills, resolutions, hearings, reports, numbered documents, unnumbered 
documents, committee prints, agency reports, journals

• Where to find: 

• ProQuest - http://lunolaw.blogspot.com/2015/11/electronic-resource-of-month-
utilizing.html

• http://congressional.proquest.com/legisinsight?id=PL109-73&type=LEG_HIST

• Services

• Print

• https://www.congress.gov/

• GPO 

http://lunolaw.blogspot.com/2015/11/electronic-resource-of-month-utilizing.html
http://congressional.proquest.com/legisinsight?id=PL109-73&type=LEG_HIST
https://www.congress.gov/


Unnumbered Committee Reports: R13.4(c)(i).
• Author

• Congress Number

• Document Title

• Pincite

• Type of document and date in parentheses

STAFF OF J. COMM. ON TAXATION, 109TH CONG., TECHNICAL EXPLANATION OF THE

"KATRINA EMERGENCY TAX RELIEF ACT OF 2005" AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND

SENATE ON SEPTEMBER 21, 2005 (JCX-69-05) 17 (Comm. Rep. 2005). 



STAFF OF J. COMM. ON TAXATION, 109TH CONG., 
TECHNICAL EXPLANATION OF THE "KATRINA

EMERGENCY TAX RELIEF ACT OF 2005" AS PASSED

BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE ON SEPTEMBER 21, 
2005 (JCX-69-05) 17 (Comm. Rep. 2005).

Figure 11



CRS Reports – Congressional Research Service 
– aka an agency report, R14.3(d)

• Author

• Cong. Research Serv. 

• Document number

• Title

• Pincite

• Year 

ERIKA LUNDER, CONG. RESEARCH SERV., RS22269, H.R. 3768: THE KATRINA

EMERGENCY TAX RELIEF ACT OF 2005 (2005). 



ERIKA LUNDER, CONG. RESEARCH

SERV., RS22269, H.R. 3768: THE

KATRINA EMERGENCY TAX RELIEF ACT

OF 2005 (2005). 

Figure 12



House and Senate Reports, Numbered 
Documents – R13.4

H.R. REP. NO. 90-102, at 4 (1967). 

• Name of the house (H.R. or S.)

• The phrase “Rep. No.” or “Doc. No.” – all of the above is in small caps

• Number of the Congress hyphen number of the document

• Comma followed by “at pincite”

• Year of publication in parentheses

You may include the title if you also include the author, also in small caps. 

• MARTHA GRIFFITHS, INCOME TAX SUPPORT TEST IN CASE OF CHILDREN OF DIVORCED PARENTS, H.R. 
REP. NO. 90-102, at 4 (1967). 



Figure 13

H.R. REP. NO. 90-102, at 4 (1967). 



Interviews – R17.2.5
• Type of interview. For in-person: Interview. For telephone: Telephone Interview
• The name of the individual and their affiliation, if any. If you conducted the interview, write 

“Interview with Janet Kearney, Loyola University New Orleans College of Law Library”. 
• If someone else conducted the interview, write “Interview by Ruth Bader Ginsburg with Janet 

Kearney, Loyola . . . ”

• If in person, the location in which the interview was held
• Date in parentheses. 
• Abbreviate using T6 and T10. 

Interview with Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Justice, U.S. Supreme Court, in New Orleans, La. 
(November 19, 2015).



Regular Online Newspaper – R16.6(f)

Leslie Eaton & Joseph B. Treaster, Insurance Woes for Hurricane Katrina Victims, N.Y. TIMES
(Sept. 2, 2007), http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/02/business/worldbusiness/02iht-
orleans.4.7353442.html?_r=0. 
• Author, 
• Title of Article in Italics, 

• Capitalize titles of articles according to R8. 

• TITLE OF NEWSPAPER IN SMALL CAPS

• Use T10 and T13 to abbreviate periodical titles. 

• (date in parentheses), 
• URL. 

• Note: This is a also a regular website citation under 18.2.2. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/02/business/worldbusiness/02iht-orleans.4.7353442.html?_r=0


Figure 16

Leslie Eaton & Joseph B. 
Treaster, Insurance Woes for 
Hurricane Katrina Victims, N.Y. 
TIMES (Sept. 2, 2007), 
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/0
9/02/business/worldbusiness/02i
ht-orleans.4.7353442.html?_r=0. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/02/business/worldbusiness/02iht-orleans.4.7353442.html?_r=0


Online Newspaper – R16.6(a): Designate an 
opinion, editorial, or letter to the editor. 

Blog – R18.2.2(b)(iii): Cite as website; when 
blog is part of a larger website, include both in 

the domain name.



Figure 17

David Cay Johnston, Opinion, State’s Job Growth 
Defies Predictions after Tax Increases, SACRAMENTO

BEE (July 20, 2014), 
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/california-
forum/article2604184.html. 

Eric Morath, Why It Matters That New Businesses Are 
Creating Jobs More Slowly Than a Decade Ago, WALL ST. 
J.: REAL TIME ECON. (Nov. 19, 2015, 9:27 AM), 
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2015/11/19/why-it-
matters-that-new-businesses-are-creating-jobs-more-
slowly-than-a-decade-ago/. 

http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/california-forum/article2604184.html
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2015/11/19/why-it-matters-that-new-businesses-are-creating-jobs-more-slowly-than-a-decade-ago/


Broadcasts – R18.6. Depends on where you 
pull it from. 

•TV/Film
• Title [films – small caps, TV and radio – italics] 

• Then company/network that produced/aired the 
broadcast followed by exact date in parentheses. 

NBC Nightly News (NBC television broadcast Nov. 
19, 2015).



Broadcasts – R18.6. Depends on where you 
pull it from. 

• Published Online – cite as 18.2.2, websites

NBC Nightly News, Hubble: The World’s Most Famous 
Telescope Turns 25, YOUTUBE (Feb. 17, 2015), 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs51HcgcAJ8. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs51HcgcAJ8


Law Journal Articles – R16, 18

• Author names in regular typeface.

• Article title italicized

• Volume number

• Journal title in large and small caps.

• Page number the article begins on. If there is a pincite, it would 
follow after a comma (as in a case citation).

• Year of publication

• If an online source, add URL. 



Figure 18 Note: If you are citing an article you 
found online, but it is an exact copy 
of the print source, you do not need 
to put the URL, R18.2.1. 

Paul L. Caron & James R. Repetti, Occupy 
the Tax Code: Using the Estate Tax to Reduce 
Inequality and Spur Economic Growth, 40 
PEPP. L. REV. 1255 (2013). 

Francine J. Lipman, Access to Tax InJustice, 
40 PEPP. L. REV. (2013), 
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2216961. 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=2216961


Reports and other non-periodicals – R15

• R15 applies to all non-periodical materials that are not regular 
webpages under 18.2.2. In your course materials, you have 
studies, white papers, and reports. Sometimes it can be 
difficult to determine when something is a report, a periodical 
report, or a website.

• Citation, generally:
• AUTHOR, 

• TITLE

• pincite 

• (year), 

• URL, if applicable.  



Let the author characterize the source for you

• http://www.cbpp.org/research/tax-rate-for-richest-400-taxpayers-
plummeted-in-recent-decades-even-as-their-pre-tax

• This looks like a website, but here you can see it says “pdf of the report”. So 
cite it under R15. It is better to use a stable URL, so I would include the PDF 
URL. 

http://www.cbpp.org/research/tax-rate-for-richest-400-taxpayers-plummeted-in-recent-decades-even-as-their-pre-tax


Figure 19

AVI FELLER & CHUCK MARR, TAX RATE FOR RICHEST 400 TAXPAYERS

PLUMMETED IN RECENT DECADES, EVEN AS THEIR PRE-TAX INCOMES

SKYROCKETED (2010), 
http://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/2-23-10tax.pdf. 

http://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/2-23-10tax.pdf


Report v. regularly published report – R15 v. R16

• Another popular problem is that reports are cited under R15 but regularly published reports are cited 
like periodicals under R16. 

• http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-
defaults. 

• This looks like a regular webpage, with a full PDF for you to download that looks like R15. But I 
noticed that it said Fall 2015, so I thought is this done every year? When you go to the main page 
for this section, you can see that they publish these every single year since 1970. That makes it a 
regular publication by an institute which makes it subject to R16, periodicals, which we discussed 
for journal articles.

Adam Looney & Constantine Yannelis, A Crisis in Student Loans? How Changes in the Characteristics of 
Borrowers and in the Institutions They Attended Contributed to Rising Loan Defaults, 2015 BROOKINGS
PAPERS ON ECON. ACTIVITY (Sept. 10-11, 2015), 
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults.

http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults


General Government Documents – R14.2, 15, 
T1

• Reports, letters, etc. 

• The above rules on reports also apply to government 
agencies reports – R14.2(c)-(d). 
• A regular report is cited as periodical R 16. [R14.2(c)]

• An “other publication” – a one-time report – is cited as a non-
periodical R15. [R14.2(d)]



Serial Government Publications – R14.2(d), R15.7

One confusing thing about government reports is that they 
often release reports “regularly” – they do it once every 
year, but instead they are given publication numbers. This 
makes it part of a series of publications which is governed 
by R15.7. (This looks the same as R14.2(d)). 



Serial Government Publications – R14.2(d), R15.7
• AUTHOR

• SERIAL NUMBER

• Characterize this however the agency does. (Leaflet, Publication, Publication No., etc.)

• TITLE

• Pincite
• (year)
• URL, if applicable

MARK LINO, U.S. DEP’T OF AGRIC., CTR. FOR NUTRITIONAL POLICY & PROMOTION, MISC. PUB. NO. 
1528-2012, EXPENDITURES ON CHILDREN BY FAMILIES, 2012 (2013), 
http://www.cnpp.usda.gov/sites/default/files/expenditures_on_children_by_families/crc2012.
pdf. 

http://www.cnpp.usda.gov/sites/default/files/expenditures_on_children_by_families/crc2012.pdf


Figure 20

MARK LINO, U.S. DEP’T OF AGRIC., CTR. FOR

NUTRITIONAL POLICY & PROMOTION, MISC. 
PUB. NO. 1528-2012, EXPENDITURES ON

CHILDREN BY FAMILIES, 2012 (2013), 
http://www.cnpp.usda.gov/sites/default/fil
es/expenditures_on_children_by_families/
crc2012.pdf. 

http://www.cnpp.usda.gov/sites/default/files/expenditures_on_children_by_families/crc2012.pdf


Government letters, memos, policy 
documents, etc. – R14.2(d)

• R14.2(d) also provides a citation to Opinion Letters. How can you tell when a 
government document is in this category? Common-sense will have to 
apply. 

• Take a look at this letter: 
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-
fape-11-17-2015.pdf. It is clearly not a regulation, report, serial. It could be 
cited as a website, but because of R14.2(d), it is more appropriate to cite it 
like an Opinion Letter.

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-fape-11-17-2015.pdf


Government letters, memos, policy 
documents, etc. – R14.2(d)

• Author

• Title
• Can be simple as in just “Opinion Letter” or you can make it more descriptive

• Date of document

• Where available 

U.S. Dep’t of Education, Office of Special Education & Rehabilitative Services, Policy 
Guidance Letter on Meeting the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Requirements 
(Nov. 16, 2015), http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-
fape-11-17-2015.pdf. 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-fape-11-17-2015.pdf


U.S. Dep’t of Education, Office of 
Special Education & Rehabilitative 
Services, Policy Guidance Letter on 
Meeting the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act Requirements (Nov. 16, 
2015), 
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/
idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-fape-11-
17-2015.pdf. 

Figure 21

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-fape-11-17-2015.pdf


Don’t Forget . . . 

• Short Citation Forms

• Capitalization

• Abbreviations

• Signals
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Law and Poverty: Tax and Social Justice Seminar 
 

Janet Kearney, Reference Associate.  
My email and phone number can be found on the law library’s staff and faculty page: 504 867 5687, jckearne@loyno.edu. You can find me in my 
office (Room 206) or at the reference desk, Sunday-Wednesday 1-9pm and Thursday 10am-6pm.  
 
For this document: BB stands for Bluebook. R stands for Bluebook rule. T stands for Bluebook table.  
 
 
Introduction 
So let’s talk about BB generally. BB is divided into three sections. The Bluepages are for documents you file with courts, so if you intend to practice 
in tax you should become familiar with these. The white pages contain more detailed rules and focus on academic writings, like your seminar paper 
and those found in law reviews. The tables show which authority to cite and how to properly abbreviate. Within the white pages, rules 1-9 apply to 
all types of sources you cite, like subdivisions and signals. So if you are citing a statute and are unsure of how to cite a supplement, those instructions 
will be found in R3 on subdivisions. Confused about when to use “see” v. when to use “see also”? Then check out R1.2. Do not neglect these rules.  
 
If you think BB is difficult and contains a number of ambiguous rules, you would be correct. I think the biggest reason people find the BB difficult is 
because of the disconnect between the way you actually research and the way the BB wants you to cite sources. The BB requires that citations be to 
the most official source. Do you know what I mean when I say official source? An official source primarily means that it is directly produced by the 
author of the document. For example, the official source of United States statutes are the USC – the United States Code – which is published by the 
government. The BB will typically tell you what the official source is within the citation. For example, in Table 1, the preferred source for Revenue 
Rulings from the Treasury is the Cumulative Bulletin, the Internal Revenue Bulletin, or Treasury Decisions Under Internal Revenue Laws.  
 
But if you were actually going to look for a USC provision or one of these government documents where would you pull it up? Westlaw? The copies 
of the Internal Revenue Code on your Blackboard page are from a commercial publisher, Wolters Kluwer. To make it even more difficult, Wolters 
Kluwer publishes these materials through CCH, the Commercial Clearing House. Let’s take a look at this resource, which can be accessed via the 
library’s website. It has statutory decisions, commentaries, IRS and other Treasury documents. A great place to do tax research and a one-stop shop 
because it has commentaries and primary law. Now if you were to look at BB rule 12 on statutes, it would tell you to first cite to the USC. Then the 
USCA (published by West) and the USCS (published by Lexis). Then if you needed to cite to a public law, you could use CCH. To make matters 
worse, we would likely call CCH a commercial database, but instead the BB refers to it as a service because it used to be only in print, which is 
governed by R19 and T15.  
 
I’m not telling you this to confuse you, but in an effort to make you understand that you are not alone in thinking it is complicated. For the rest of my 
time here, I am going to go through some of the materials that are on your Blackboard cite. I am going to tell you a bit about how you would research 
for them on your own, but then I am going to focus primarily on how you would cite those documents. I will be talking only about the main parts of 
the cite, not punctuation or short cites.  

mailto:jckearne@loyno.edu


 
It is better to cite the source you actually use. If you utilize the USCA on Westlaw to research statutes, cite to the USCA. Do not 
cite to the USC. Also, if your instructor gives you specific citation rules, you should follow that over the BB. (That applies to any 

organization you are writing cites for.) 
 
Services: R19, T15 

First I am going to talk about services because they come up frequently in tax law. Services began as loose-leaf binders that librarians would update 
with new pages as they became available. Depending on the service, they had cases, legislative materials, commentaries, etc. The most popular 
publishers are Commerce Clearing House (CCH) and Bloomberg BNA (BNA), both available from the library’s website. Cited according to R19 and 
T15, the citations generally include the name of the document, the volume of the service, the title of the service, the publisher, the pincite, and the 
date.  
 
Print: It is easy to follow the citation formats in the BB. We have a lot of these and other print materials in the library – a lot! More than five shelves 
worth of services and books.  

 
Overview: Personal Tax Credits, Dependent Care, Child Tax, [2014] 1 Stand. Fed. Tax. Rep. (CCH) ¶ 3501 (May 6, 2014).  

1. Title: this could be a case, legislation, or commentary. If a case or legislation, follow those rules for names. If it is commentary or 
editorial content, italicize the title. 

2. Volume number: depends on the exact reporter 
3. Publisher 
4. Subdivision: paragraph is preferred, using the paragraph symbol. If the paragraph designation is more than one page, you can use 

pincite: ¶ 3501 at 14,755.  
5. Date: if available. Is not always.  

See Figure 1. 
 

Electronic: Like most things, these services have gone electronic, which makes them problematic for the BB. The only real reference to electronic 
services is that the BB cite wants you to include a parallel citation to an electronic database identifier, which I’ve found most of these databases do 
not use. Additionally, they now include much material electronically that does not have a specific reporter name. It raises the question of whether 
they should be cited more like services or more like databases such as WestlawNext. If you cite from these sources, you will have to make your best 
judgment because there is little guidance. Analogize the best you can to other rules and remember the point of a citation is to allow someone to find 
it.  

 
Regular commentary: People utilize these services because they provide lots of information, including summaries and editorial comments.  
 
Tax Calendar: General Filing Rules, 2015 Stand. Fed. Tax Rep. (CCH, Intelliconnect) ¶ 101.  

1. This looks very similar to the print cite. I added Intelliconnect because it shows where you actually found it. This is similar to the 
way Westlaw is sometimes cited [as West(Westlaw . . . )] 

See Figure 2. 
 



 
Legislative History: The service is great for legislative history because it will compile legislative history for a particular subject. See in the database it 
has summaries for many different laws. We’ll look at another way to search legislative history in just a bit.  

 
Joint Committee Summary of P.L. 109-73 (Katrina Emergency Tax Relief Act of 2005), Congress (United States), [2015] Stand. Fed. Tax 
Rep. (CCH, Intelliconnect).  
 
Here, the service used the reporter name but did not use a paragraph number so there is no paragraph number to note. 
[http://intelliconnect.cch.com/scion/secure/ctx_4169402/index.jsp?uAppCtx=RWI&is_citator=false&link_type=1&document_id=%28%40%
40FED01+P9802.10%29fed019b84a8347b691000af52001b78be8c7809&cfu=TAA&1447896547252=&cpid=WKUS-Legal-IC#page[25]  

 
 
Internal Revenue Code: R12, 12.8.1, 12.9.1, 12.5, T1 
Research  

1. The USC is official and preferred by BB because it is published by the federal government. You can find these in print or online at 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collectionUScode.action?collectionCode=USCODE and http://uscode.house.gov/.  

2. Unofficial: USCA – Westlaw and USCS – Lexis 
a. Better for research because of the annotations, but BB prefers USC 

 
Citation 

From gpo.gov and US Code: 
I.R.C. § 165 (2012 & Supp. 2013).  
See Figure 3.  
[http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2013-title26/html/USCODE-2013-title26-subtitleA-chap1-subchapB-partVI-sec165.htm]  

From Westlaw:  
I.R.C. § 165 (West, Westlaw through Pub. L. No. 114-61 (excluding Pub .L. Nos. 114-52, 114-54, 114-59, & 114-60). 
See Figure 4.  

 
1. Replace 26 USC with I.R.C. 
2. Section symbol and number 
3. Year:  

a. For the USC 
1. most recent print (six year intervals, most recent 2012) 
2. If it has changed since the print edition, you will also have to cite the supplement in which the changes appear, as above.  

1. In the citation above, the date is (2012 & Supp. 2013). 2012 because we know that is the last print edition; we know 
it is part of the 2013 supplement because of the designation on the page.  

b. For commercial publishers: 
1. Print: use copyright date 
2. Westlaw/Lexis: use the “through Pub. L. No.” designation  

http://intelliconnect.cch.com/scion/secure/ctx_4169402/index.jsp?uAppCtx=RWI&is_citator=false&link_type=1&document_id=%28%40%40FED01+P9802.10%29fed019b84a8347b691000af52001b78be8c7809&cfu=TAA&1447896547252=&cpid=WKUS-Legal-IC#page%5B25
http://intelliconnect.cch.com/scion/secure/ctx_4169402/index.jsp?uAppCtx=RWI&is_citator=false&link_type=1&document_id=%28%40%40FED01+P9802.10%29fed019b84a8347b691000af52001b78be8c7809&cfu=TAA&1447896547252=&cpid=WKUS-Legal-IC#page%5B25
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collectionUScode.action?collectionCode=USCODE
http://uscode.house.gov/
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2013-title26/html/USCODE-2013-title26-subtitleA-chap1-subchapB-partVI-sec165.htm


4. No need for URL  
a. when citing to USC online via uscode.house.gov and gpo.gov because it is authentic and official  
b. or when citing to USCA on Westlaw and USCS on Lexis because the BB says so. (This is practical because they are subscription 

only and have long URLs.) 
 
 
Cases: R10, T1 
Cases are printed in reports and BB organizes case citations by reporter preference. The BB citation preference to:  

1. Official reporters in T1 
2. Unofficial reporters in T1 
3. Public domain citation (If it has a public domain citation, it should be a parallel cite to a reporter.) 
4. Other unofficial reporters not listed in T1 
5. A computer database 
6. A service 
7. A slip opinion 
8. Internet source 
9. Newspaper  

 
Where to find most cases:  

Supreme Court: cite to US Reporter or if not yet published, S. Ct. Reporter (on Hein, Westlaw, in print) 
 
Federal Appellate Courts: Federal Reporters, F., F. 2d, F. 3d, F. App’x. (on Westlaw, in print) 
 
Tax Court: 

1. United States Tax Court Reports (T.C.) (1942-date) (in print; PDFs at the Tax Court website, www.ustaxcourt.gov)  
2. Reports of the United States Board of Tax Appeals (B.T.A.) (1924-1942) (In print; Intelliconnect: select Federal Tax, Primary 

Sources, Cases) 
3. Tax Court Memorandum Decisions (T.C.M.) – CCH only  

 
Citations  

To reporter: See Figure 5. 
United States v. Kirby Lumber Co., 284 U.S. 1 (1931). 

1. Names: The rules on case names cover seven pages in the BB. You have to read them!  
a. Most important is that in citations,  

i. You abbreviate any word listed in T6 unless the word is part of a geographic entity (for example, South Dakota).  
ii. Abbreviate geographical units using T10, unless it is the name of the party – United States is the proper party name. 

R10.2.2. You do not include “of America” because of 10.2.1(f).  
iii. Commissioner of Internal Revenue: “Commissioner” in textual sentences and “Comm’r” in citations. R10.2.1(j).  

http://www.ustaxcourt.gov/


2. Reporter: Volume of reporter, followed by reporter abbreviation (found in T1), then first page of case. If there is a pincite, add a 
comma then the pincite. 

3. Parentheses: Will always contain the year of the decision. If the name of the court is obvious from the reporter, you only include 
the year. If the name is not obvious, then you include the court abbreviation (using the Bluepages, T6, T7, and T10).  

a. What is obvious? Use common sense. The reporter (U.S.) is only for the Supreme Court so you only use the year. But a 
reporter for a federal appellate court will always need the name of the case because the reporters are F., F. 2d, and F. 3d.  

 
To service, R10, 15, T19: See Figure 6.  
Haddix v. Comm’r, 2015-220 T.C.M. (CCH, Intelliconnect) Dec. 60,499(M) (T.C. Nov. 18, 2015).  

1. Many lower level decisions will not be bound in official reporters but will instead be printed in specialized places like CCH.  
2. Find these cases in print and also on Intelliconnect. Select Federal Tax, Primary Sources, Tax Court Memoranda.  

a. Name of the case – follow same rules as R10. 
b. The volume number 
c. The reporter abbreviation 
d. The publisher in parentheses 
e. The subdivision 
f. Then in parentheses, the court abbreviation and the date of the case 

i. If it is in loose-leaf, use the exact date of the case. 
ii. If it is bound, use the year of the case.  

iii. You can tell the difference in the online version by whether the citation given has a reporter volume and page 
number.  

2. Note that older cases in T.C.M. will have reporter designations and starting page numbers so that will be placed after the case 
name: See Figure 7. 
Blessing U. Anyanwu v. Comm’r, 107 T.C.M. (CCH, Intelliconnect) 1591 (T.C. 2014). 

 
Court Documents: R10.8.3 
Bloomberg is the best place to find court documents for federal courts. It has some state listings but for federal cases within the last 10-15 years, it 
will usually have every single document. https://www.bloomberglaw.com/start  
 
EDLA Criminal Case:  
To find a document on Bloomberg: On the main page, select Litigation & Dockets. Then select Search Dockets. You can narrow by court, party 
names, keywords, dates, etc.  
 
Citation: 

If the case has not been published: See Figure 8. 
Judgment at 1, United States v. Asad, No. 12-00127 (E.D. La. Apr. 3, 2013), Doc. No. 61.  

 
1. Name of the document: How to decide on the name of the document? Depends. If there are many documents with the same first word you 

may want to use a longer title. I like to use the capital words on the docket list for the document title.  

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/start


a. If there is a pincite, it will follow the document name with an “at”: Brief at 5.  
2. Party names, follow regular case name rules 
3. Docket number, remove the letters.  
4. Then in parentheses,  

a. Put the court abbreviation (look to Bluepages for district court abbreviation, and T6, 7, and 10).  
b. Followed by the date of the filing. I use the date stamped on the top of the document.  

5. Comma and document number. If it is from PACER, it is likely to say ECF No. If it is from Bloomberg, it is likely to say Doc. No. This is 
not required by BB but it makes everyone’s life so much easier, and it should be required.  

 
If the case has been published (meaning it has a reporter): 
1. Name of the document, followed by “at [pincite]” 
2. Full case citation 
3. Docket number in parentheses 
4. Document number  

 
Websites: R18.2.2 
These are webpages that cannot be cited as anything else in the BB.  
 
Citations: 
 Typical website: see Figure 9. 

Helpful resources: Publications, Articles, YouTube Videos and Other Identity Theft Related Outreach, I.R.S., 
https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Helpful-resources-Publications-articles-YouTube-videos-and-other-identity-theft-related-outreach (last 
updated Nov. 23, 2015). 

1. Author in regular typeface. Can be person’s name or an institutional author. 
2. Title of the specific page in italics. Capitalize according to R8 (which is basically everything except articles and prepositions).  
3. Title of the main page – the domain name. Large and small caps. If the institutional author is obvious from the title of the main 

page, do not need an author.  
i. In the example, the institutional author is the same as the domain name so it is omitted.  

4. If there is a set date of the resource, it is then included in parentheses.  
5. URL 
6. If there is no set date, include a last visited or last updated date in parentheses. 

 
IRS Forms: see Figure 10. 
There is no set rule for these in academic writings. I like to cite as websites because they do not fit directly into any other BB rules. They 
could also be cited under T1.2. See Other IRS Documents below for more.  
 

Website Options: 
1. Form 14039: Identity Theft Affidavit, I.R.S. (Feb. 2014), https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf.  

https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Helpful-resources-Publications-articles-YouTube-videos-and-other-identity-theft-related-outreach
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf


1. I also like this because it allows you to easily differentiate between years of forms in case you are emphasizing 
changes. You can find many forms, old and new, on the IRS website and on Intelliconnect. Form 1040 from 2013: 

a. IRS Website: Form 1040: U.S. Individual Income Tax Return, I.R.S. (2013), https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-
prior/f1040--2013.pdf.  

b. Intelliconnect: Select Federal Tax, Federal Tax Practice Tools, Intelliforms Online Library.  Form 1040: 
U.S. Individual Income Tax Return, I.R.S. (2013), Intelliforms Online Libr. (CCH, Intelliconnect).  

2. Examples from other periodicals: 
1. Form 14039 Rev. 2/2014 is available at https://www.irs.gov/ under “Forms and Pubs”.  
2. Form 14039.  

T1 Options:  
1. I.R.S. Form 14039 (Feb. 2014), https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf.  
2. I.R.S. Form 1040 (2013), https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040--2013.pdf.  
3. I.R.S. Form 1040 (2013), Intelliforms Online Libr. (CCH, Intelliconnect).  

 
 
I.R.S. Revenue Rulings: R14, T1.2  
Where can you find these and other related documents? Print, IRS website, Hein, Westlaw, BNA, CCH.  
 
Citation: R14 governs administrative materials in conjunction with T1.2, which lists citation conventions for many federal agencies. If there is any 
difference between R14 and T1.2, T1.2 governs.  
 
Page 241 in BB is where Treasury Dep’t materials begin. It lists a couple of different types of documents and gives examples of citations. These 
tables do not give detailed instructions so you’ll need the document in front of you to help you discover what each piece means. 
 
Basic Rules: 

1. Everything is in regular typeface.  
2. First list the title of the document as abbreviated,  
3. Then the citation to the publication in which the document is found.  

a. If the year is not included in the publication name, it is added in parentheses to the end of the citation.  
 
Citation Options:  

1. From IRS Website: See Figure 14:  
a. PDF: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-irbs/irb08-28.pdf  

1. Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B. 76.  
b. HTML: https://www.irs.gov/irb/2008-28_IRB/ar06.html.  

1. Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B.  
1. Note there is no page number.  
2. This cite is not really recognized within the BB. They have not figured out how to include citations to non-PDF 

websites that are still government documents.  

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040--2013.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040--2013.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040--2013.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-irbs/irb08-28.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/irb/2008-28_IRB/ar06.html


3. This type of rule also goes against what is supposed to be the policy of the BB: that citations make things easy to 
find for others. 

c. Why no URL? Because it is an authentic, official copy that preserves pagination. R18.2.1(a). 
2. From Service: See Figure 15. 

a. Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B., reproduced in Fed. Tax (CCH, Intelliconnect).  
1. There is no page number because it is not listed within the reproduction on Intelliconnect.  

b. Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B. 76, reproduced in Tax & Acct. Ctr. (BNA).  
3. From Database: See Figure 15.  

a. Westlaw: Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B. 76, 2008 WL 2468948.  
b. Lexis: Rev. Rul. 2008-34, 2008-28 I.R.B. 76, 2008 IRB LEXIS 473. 

1. Why does this not need a “reprinted” reference? Because this is the citation form in R14.4.  
 
Other I.R.S. Documents, T1.2  
As noted above, T1 provides the controlling information for all citations to government agencies. On page 242, T1 provides, “Cite all other Treasury 
materials, including Delegation Orders . . . Notices, Announcements, and News Releases to the Cumulative Bulletin [C.B.], Internal Revenue Bulletin 
[I.R.B.], or Internal Revenue Manual (IRM), if therein. Otherwise cite by number and date issued.” So while there are a number of general rules for 
government documents, ALL IRS MATERIALS SHOULD BE CITED AS NOTED ON PAGE 242. 
 
Citation, generally: 

1. Title of organization 
2. Type of document 
3. Document number 
4. C.B., I.R.B., or IRM identifier 
5. Date, if the year is not obvious from the identifier  
6. If you pulled the source from one, include: Service citation or Database identifier (like a WL number).  
7. If the document is practically only available on the agency’s website, include the URL.  

  
As you will see from the examples below, this excludes the actual title of the document, which can often be essential for others to locate the 
document.  
 
Examples: 

IRS Documents with publication numbers: I.R.S. PUB. 4535 (Nov. 2015), https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4535.pdf.  
 
Internal Revenue Manual: IRM 8.1.1 (Apr. 4, 2014). 
 
Notice that has been published: I.R.S. Notice 2015-77, 2015-47 I.R.B. 676.  
 
Notice that has not been published: I.R.S. Notice 2015-81 (Nov. 20, 2015), https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-15-81.pdf.  
 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4535.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-15-81.pdf


News: I.R.S. News Release IR-2015-130 (Nov. 20, 2015), https://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/New-IRS-Guidance-to-Simplify-ABLE-
Program-Administration.  
 

Exception: I would think generic IRS websites with no identifying numbers would be cited as regular websites. So the example we gave earlier is 
likely still correct: Helpful resources: Publications, Articles, YouTube Videos and Other Identity Theft Related Outreach, I.R.S., 
https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Helpful-resources-Publications-articles-YouTube-videos-and-other-identity-theft-related-outreach (last updated Nov. 
23, 2015). 
 
 
Congressional Papers: R13 
Note: Much of R13 gives examples, rather than discussing in-depth what each part of the cite should look like.  
 
Unnumbered Committee Reports: R13.4(c)(i). See Figure 11.  

 
 
STAFF OF J. COMM. ON TAXATION, 109TH CONG., TECHNICAL EXPLANATION OF THE "KATRINA EMERGENCY TAX RELIEF ACT OF 2005" AS 
PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE ON SEPTEMBER 21, 2005 (JCX-69-05) 17 (Comm. Rep. 2005).  

1. Author 
2. Congress Number 
3. Document Title 
4. Pincite 
5. Type of document and date in parentheses 

 
When we first started talking about services we cited a joint committee summary that is an editorial by the publisher; most of it is directly 
quoted from the committee report and some of it is paraphrasing. So how do you find the actual committee report? In the commentary it gave 
the public law number, 109-73, and a citation, Technical Explanation of the "Katrina Emergency Tax Relief Act of 2005," September 23, 
2005 (JCX-69-05). You can take that information and find the full report.  
 
The best place to look for Congressional reports and other related documents is ProQuest Congressional and Legislative Insight, both 
accessible from the library’s website. Quick overview of Congressional and Insight: http://lunolaw.blogspot.com/2015/11/electronic-resource-
of-month-utilizing.html.  
 
Good free resources: Congress.gov; libraries that are federal depositories may have many of these documents in print.  
 
Because this is a law that passed, I would start with Legislative Insight. Congressional will have a lot of information on this bill, but not as 
many actual documents. I started searching with the public law number because I was looking for that specifically. You can also search using 
certain terms, narrowing the types of documents, and selecting dates.  
 
History on Legislative Insight will include Congressional Records, Committee Reports, CRS reports, etc.  

https://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/New-IRS-Guidance-to-Simplify-ABLE-Program-Administration
https://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/New-IRS-Guidance-to-Simplify-ABLE-Program-Administration
https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Helpful-resources-Publications-articles-YouTube-videos-and-other-identity-theft-related-outreach
http://lunolaw.blogspot.com/2015/11/electronic-resource-of-month-utilizing.html
http://lunolaw.blogspot.com/2015/11/electronic-resource-of-month-utilizing.html


 
CRS Reports: R14.3(d). See Figure 12.  

CRS Reports are Congressional Research Service Reports.  
  
ERIKA LUNDER, CONG. RESEARCH SERV., RS22269, H.R. 3768: THE KATRINA EMERGENCY TAX RELIEF ACT OF 2005 (2005).  

1. Author 
2. Cong. Research Serv.  
3. Document number 
4. Title 
5. Pincite 
6. Year  

 
This report was listed in the legislative history from Legislative Insight where we pulled the above staff report. You can also find CRS 
Reports in a service like CCH. As we discussed earlier, they also reproduce other documents. Although it is not preferred to cite a service for 
a case or statue, you can use them to cite other legislative materials. You just need to note where you actually found it by using the phrase 
reprinted in or an analogous phrase - R1.6(a)(ii)-(iii).  
 
ERIKA LUNDER, CONG. RESEARCH SERV., RS22269, H.R. 3768: THE KATRINA EMERGENCY TAX RELIEF ACT OF 2005 (2005), reproduced in 
Fed. Tax (CCH, Intelliconnect). 
 
This is a great example of how sometimes you have to use your imagination and analogize to make things work. Not all of CCH’s databases 
online are reflected in particular services. So I pulled what I could from online that reflected the database collection. You may think it would 
be better to cite it like Westlaw, which would be just as valid – because these documents are not part of the print loose-leaf that we copy for 
the other electronic citation.  

 
House and Senate Reports and Documents: R13.4. See Figure 13.  

These documents are great for legislative history, starting research, etc.  
 
H.R. REP. NO. 90-102, at 4 (1967).  

1. Name of the house (H.R. or S.) 
2. The phrase “Rep. No.” or “Doc. No.” – all of the above is in small caps 
3. Number of the Congress hyphen number of the document 
4. Comma followed by “at pincite” 
5. Year of publication in parentheses 

 
You may include the title if you also include the author, also in small caps.  
MARTHA GRIFFITHS, INCOME TAX SUPPORT TEST IN CASE OF CHILDREN OF DIVORCED PARENTS, H.R. REP. NO. 90-102, at 4 (1967).  

 
 



 
Interviews, in person or telephone: R17.2.5 
Citation 

Interview with Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Justice, U.S. Supreme Court, in New Orleans, La. (November 19, 2015). 
 

1. Type of interview. For in-person: Interview. For telephone: Telephone Interview 
2. The name of the individual and their affiliation, if any. If you conducted the interview, write “Interview with Janet Kearney, Loyola 

University New Orleans College of Law Library”. If someone else conducted the interview, write “Interview by Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
with Janet Kearney, Loyola . . . ” 

3. If in person, the location in which the interview was held 
4. Date in parentheses.  
5. Abbreviate using T6 and T10.  

 
 
News: R16, 18 
 
Articles:  

Regular online newspaper: R16.6(f). See Figure 16. 
Leslie Eaton & Joseph B. Treaster, Insurance Woes for Hurricane Katrina Victims, N.Y. TIMES (Sept. 2, 2007), 
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/02/business/worldbusiness/02iht-orleans.4.7353442.html?_r=0.   

1. Author,  
2. Title of Article in Italics,  

1. Capitalize titles of articles according to R8.  
3. TITLE OF NEWSPAPER IN SMALL CAPS  

1. Use T10 and T13 to abbreviate periodical titles.  
4. (date in parentheses),  
5. URL.  

 
R16.6(a): You should designate when it is an opinion, editorial, or letter to the editor. Online opinion piece: See Figure 17. 
David Cay Johnston, Opinion, State’s Job Growth Defies Predictions after Tax Increases, SACRAMENTO BEE (July 20, 2014), 
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/california-forum/article2604184.html.  
 
Blogs: R 18.2.2(b)(iii): A blog is cited as a regular website. If you have a blog run within a larger website, be sure you included it in the 
domain name. See Figure 17. 
Eric Morath, Why It Matters That New Businesses Are Creating Jobs More Slowly Than a Decade Ago, WALL ST. J.: REAL TIME ECON. (Nov. 
19, 2015, 9:27 AM), http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2015/11/19/why-it-matters-that-new-businesses-are-creating-jobs-more-slowly-than-a-
decade-ago/.  

 
Broadcasts: R18.6 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/02/business/worldbusiness/02iht-orleans.4.7353442.html?_r=0
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/california-forum/article2604184.html
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2015/11/19/why-it-matters-that-new-businesses-are-creating-jobs-more-slowly-than-a-decade-ago/
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2015/11/19/why-it-matters-that-new-businesses-are-creating-jobs-more-slowly-than-a-decade-ago/


The citation depends on where you pull it from. 
TV/Film 
NBC Nightly News (NBC television broadcast Nov. 19, 2015). 
1. Title [films – small caps, TV and radio – italics]  
2. Then company/network that produced/aired the broadcast followed by exact date in parentheses.  

 
Published Online – cite as 18.2.2, websites 
NBC Nightly News, Hubble: The World’s Most Famous Telescope Turns 25, YOUTUBE (Feb. 17, 2015), 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs51HcgcAJ8.  

 
 
Law Review Articles: R16, 18 
Citation: 

1. Author names in regular typeface. 
2. Article title italicized 
3. Volume number 
4. Journal title in large and small caps. 
5. Page number the article begins on. If there is a pincite, it would follow after a comma (as in a case citation). 
6. Year of publication 
7. If an online source, add URL.  

 
Note: If you are citing an article you found online, but it is an exact copy of the print source, you do not need to put the URL, R18.2.1. See Figure 18. 

 
Paul L. Caron & James R. Repetti, Occupy the Tax Code: Using the Estate Tax to Reduce Inequality and Spur Economic Growth, 40 PEPP. L. 
REV. 1255 (2013).  
 
Francine J. Lipman, Access to Tax InJustice, 40 PEPP. L. REV. (2013), http://ssrn.com/abstract=2216961.  

1. There is no starting page number because it begins at page 1.  
 

Kiran Sheffrin, Trapped by Forgiveness: Taxing COD Income, 144 TAX NOTES 1191 (2014). 
 
 
Reports and other non-periodicals: R15 
R15 applies to all non-periodical materials that are not regular webpages under 18.2.2. In your course materials, you have studies, white papers, and 
reports. Sometimes it can be difficult to determine when something is a report, a periodical report, or a website. 
 
Citation, generally: 

1. AUTHOR,  
2. TITLE  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs51HcgcAJ8
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2216961


3. pincite  
4. (year),  
5. URL, if applicable   

 
You can let the authors characterize the source for you. For example, http://www.cbpp.org/research/tax-rate-for-richest-400-taxpayers-plummeted-
in-recent-decades-even-as-their-pre-tax. This looks like a website, but here you can see it says “pdf of the report”. So cite it under R15. It is better to 
use a stable URL, so I would include the PDF URL. See Figure 19.  

 
AVI FELLER & CHUCK MARR, TAX RATE FOR RICHEST 400 TAXPAYERS PLUMMETED IN RECENT DECADES, EVEN AS THEIR PRE-TAX INCOMES 
SKYROCKETED (2010), http://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/2-23-10tax.pdf.  

 
Another popular problem is that reports are cited under R15 but regularly published reports are cited like periodicals under R16. For example, 
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults. This looks like a regular webpage, with a full PDF 
for you to download that looks like R15. But I noticed that it said Fall 2015, so I thought is this done every year? When you go to the main page for 
this section, you can see that they publish these every single year since 1970. That makes it a regular publication by an institute which makes it 
subject to R16, periodicals, which we discussed for journal articles.  

 
Adam Looney & Constantine Yannelis, A Crisis in Student Loans? How Changes in the Characteristics of Borrowers and in the Institutions 
They Attended Contributed to Rising Loan Defaults, 2015 BROOKINGS PAPERS ON ECON. ACTIVITY (Sept. 10-11, 2015), 
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults. 

a. Here, I did not include a particular pincite because the entire thing starts at page 1. However, they reprint these papers in one big 
bundle, and when that is done there is a particular page it starts on, just like a journal article.  

b. If you were to cite it just to the summary, I would cite is under R18.  
1. Adam Looney & Constantine Yannelis, A Crisis in Student Loans? How Changes in the Characteristics of Borrowers and 

in the Institutions They Attended Contributed to Rising Loan Defaults, BROOKINGS 
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults (last visited Nov. 18, 
2015).  

 
 
General Government Documents (Reports, Letters, Etc.): R14, 15, T1 
The above rules on reports also apply to government agencies reports – R14.2(d). A regular report is cited as periodical R 16. An “other publication” 
– a one-time report – is cited as a book R15.  
 
15.7: Serial government publications 
One confusing thing about government reports is that they often release reports “regularly” – they do it once every year, but instead they are given 
publication numbers. This makes it part of a series of publications which is governed by R15.7. (This looks the same as R14.2(d)). See Figure 20. 

1. AUTHOR 
2. SERIAL NUMBER 

a. Characterize this however the agency does. (Leaflet, Publication, Publication No., etc.) 

http://www.cbpp.org/research/tax-rate-for-richest-400-taxpayers-plummeted-in-recent-decades-even-as-their-pre-tax
http://www.cbpp.org/research/tax-rate-for-richest-400-taxpayers-plummeted-in-recent-decades-even-as-their-pre-tax
http://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/2-23-10tax.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults
http://www.brookings.edu/about/projects/bpea/papers/2015/looney-yannelis-student-loan-defaults


3. TITLE 
4. Pincite 
5. (year) 
6. URL, if applicable 

 
MARK LINO, U.S. DEP’T OF AGRIC., CTR. FOR NUTRITIONAL POLICY & PROMOTION, MISC. PUB. NO. 1528-2012, EXPENDITURES ON CHILDREN 
BY FAMILIES, 2012 (2013), http://www.cnpp.usda.gov/sites/default/files/expenditures_on_children_by_families/crc2012.pdf.  

 
Government letters, memos, policy documents, etc.  
R14.2(d) also provides a citation to Opinion Letters. How can you tell when a government document is in this category? Common-sense will have to 
apply. Take a look at this letter: http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-fape-11-17-2015.pdf. It is clearly not a 
regulation, report, serial. It could be cited as a website, but because of R14.2(d), it is more appropriate to cite it like an Opinion Letter. See Figure 21. 

1. Author 
2. Title 

a. Can be simple as in just “Opinion Letter” or you can make it more descriptive 
3. Date of document 
4. Where available  

 
U.S. Dep’t of Education, Office of Special Education & Rehabilitative Services, Policy Guidance Letter on Meeting the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act Requirements (Nov. 16, 2015), http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-fape-11-17-
2015.pdf.  

 
 
 
 
  

http://www.cnpp.usda.gov/sites/default/files/expenditures_on_children_by_families/crc2012.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-fape-11-17-2015.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-fape-11-17-2015.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-fape-11-17-2015.pdf
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