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RE: Class Project – Regulatory Research Dossier 

Imagine… 

You have just begun working as a new attorney at a boutique law firm in Washington, DC. 
(Congratulations!) Your firm represents a small but exclusive group of businesses and non-profits with 
interests that are affected by federal regulatory activities. The firm has just landed an important new 
client, and you have been assigned to the team that will work on the new account.  

Though the client has various interests, a number of them are linked to a particular set of federal 
administrative regulations. Your team expects to be doing a lot of work in the upcoming months and 
years that will address these regulations—compliance work, litigation, possibly even lobbying. So, as 
part of the prep work involved in establishing the account, your supervising attorney has asked you to 
prepare a research dossier on these regs. 

The dossier you will be preparing is intended to serve as a tool to simplify later research projects. The 
idea is that future researchers will be able to turn to your dossier for a listing of sources relevant to 
general research on the regs.  

The supervising attorney has listed a variety of specific things she expects the dossier to contain, but she 
is leaving many of the decisions about content, organization, and structure up to you. Indeed, it seems 
like the assignment is intended at least in part to test your understanding of administrative research.  

(You can stop imagining now.) 

 

  



Topic: Each student will prepare a dossier on a separate topic of regulation.  Choosing dossier topics will 
form part of the general course work for the class. Most dossiers will focus on a single part or sub-part 
from the Code of Federal Regulations. All topic choices must be approved by the instructors. 

Due Date: Your completed dossier is due at 5 p.m. on June 26, though you are welcome to turn it in 
early. 

Content: Your dossier should include, in the order and arrangement you choose, citations to— 

1) THE REGULATIONS themselves: 
a) The current, codified version of the regulations (CFR); 
b) Any agency actions contributing to the current text of the regs (Federal Register); 
c) Any current or past proposals to change the regulations (Federal Register); 
d) Plans to change the regulations in the future (Unified Agenda/Regulatory Plan); 
e) Materials demonstrating regulatory intent (various); 

2) The STATUTORY AUTHORITY for the regulations: 
a) The current, codified version of any enabling statutes (United States Code); 
b) All session laws contributing to the existing codified text (Statutes at Large); 

3) LEGISLATIVE HISTORY for the most relevant applicable statutes: 
a) Any and all available compiled legislative histories; and 
b) A full legislative history (i.e., a complete listing of relevant legislative documents). 

4) SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS: 
a) Sources interpreting or explaining the regulations or enabling statutes (case law, 

secondary sources, guidance documents, etc.); 
b) Anything else relevant to understanding or applying the regulations. 

Grading: Your dossier will be graded on the following characteristics— 

1. The accuracy and completeness of your dossier (50%) 
a. Are citations to relevant materials missing? 
b. Is any of the included material inappropriate or irrelevant? 
c. Are individual items listed in the appropriate categories? 

2. The overall organization and usefulness of your final product (25%) 
a. Are the organization and arrangement either obvious or clearly explained? 
b. How easily can users find and access the information they need? 
c. Do organizational choices demonstrate an understanding of the dossier’s purpose? 

3. The quality and professionalism demonstrated by your final product (25%) 
a. Does the dossier contain typos, misspellings, grammatical mistakes, or obvious 

formatting errors? 
b. Are citations in proper format? 
c. Does the final document appear to have been prepared with care and 

consideration? (The dossier does not need to be professionally bound or 
commercially printed, but it should be clean, neat, and presentable.) 



Optional Features: If you wish, your dossier may include organizational elements (e.g., table of 
contents, index tabs) or explanatory information (e.g., written introduction, source annotations) 
supplementing the required materials, but you will receive credit for such features only to the extent 
that they enhance the general organization and/or professionalism of your finished product.  

Anonymity: Dossiers are not eligible for anonymous grading. You must clearly indicate your name on 
your completed document. Any failure to do so will result in a deduction to the quality and 
professionalism grade for the dossier.  

Unprofessional Work: While quality and professionalism generally represent only 25% of the overall 
grade for the project, the instructors reserve the right to reject projects that demonstrate markedly 
unprofessional work. (See the heading “Unprofessional Work” in the class syllabus.) 

Honor Code: You are required to work individually on all aspects of your dossier.  YOU MAY NOT 
REQUEST OR RECEIVE ANY ASSISTANCE IN COMPLETING THE ASSIGNMENT WITHOUT THE EXPRESS 
PERMISSION OF YOUR INSTRUCTORS.  Exception: You may request assistance from law library staff in 
finding and using library source materials. However, you must clearly inform all staff members that your 
question is in connection with the final project for this class, and you must accept the staff member’s 
decision on the extent to which they can assist you. Any violation of these restrictions is an Honor Code 
matter. See your class syllabus for further honor code restrictions. 

 


