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Course Description 

This course covers in greater depth various legislative and administrative research topics introduced in 
the first-year LARW classes. Students will thoroughly examine federal legislative and regulatory 
processes and master strategies for finding and using various legal and interpretive materials produced 
by Congress, the President, and government agencies. The course addresses traditional and electronic 
research methods, techniques for tracking contemporary activity, and the use of FOIA requests and 
similar mechanisms for obtaining otherwise inaccessible information. As a final project, students will 
compile an extensive report documenting a federal agency’s statutory authority and regulatory activity. 

Course Objectives 

Over the course of the class, you will: 

A. Improve your general research skills and your grasp of research strategies and tools; 
B. Become proficient in finding and accessing a variety of federal legislative and administrative 

materials; 
C. Learn in detail about the federal legislative process and about the regulatory process used most 

commonly by federal agencies; and 
D. Enhance your abilities to use legislative and administrative sources to determine the answers to 

legal questions, develop legal arguments, and interpret other sources of law. 
 

Contacting the Instructors 

Office Hours: We are available Monday-Friday, between 8-5.  If we cannot be found in our offices or at 
the reference desk, please email us. We check email regularly.  

Grading 

Final grades in the course will be calculated as follows: 

 30% — Class Participation & Exercises 
 70% — Final Research Project 



Readings  

There is no required text for this class, but various readings may be assigned over the course of the 
semester. All materials will be placed on reserve at the law library’s circulation desk except for those 
sources that are publicly available online or accessible through a library database. 

Attendance and Participation 

Regular and punctual class attendance is required in accordance with the American Bar Association's 
Standards for Approval of Law Schools. Excessive absenteeism is unacceptable. As detailed in the 
Academic Policies available at http://washburnlaw.edu/policies/academic.php, students missing more 
than one (70 minute) session of this 1 credit course may be barred from completing the course.  We 
reserve the right to excuse additional absences in extreme circumstances or for students who seek and 
receive permission at least 48 hours before a class meeting. Even excused absences may be penalized 
with a deduction from the Class Participation & Exercises portion of a student’s grade. The decision to 
excuse absences, the penalties assessed, and any documentation required will be entirely at our 
discretion. 

Class participation is an essential element of this course and a critical portion of each student’s grade. 
Students are expected to read and fully consider all assigned materials before class and to participate 
intelligently in class discussion on the materials. Proper consideration of the readings includes personal 
review of any research tools, websites, or online databases mentioned in the readings prior to class. Any 
refusal or failure to participate fully in class may be treated as an unexcused absence. Participation that 
demonstrates a failure to complete assigned readings or to consider material carefully will result in a 
point deduction from the Class Participation & Exercises portion of the student’s grade. 

Research Exercise 

We may periodically assign various research exercises.  Satisfactory completion of all exercises is 
required.  Submissions that are incomplete or unsatisfactory will result in a point deduction from the 
Class Participation & Exercises portion of your grade. Unless otherwise noted, all assignments will be 
due prior to the beginning of the next scheduled class meeting.  Late submissions will be penalized.  

TWEN 

A TWEN page or site will be set up for the use of the students and instructor in this class. It is each 
student’s responsibility to ensure that they have access to the TWEN materials and to check the site 
regularly for new information or class announcements. Unless otherwise indicated, all assignments are 
to be submitted using the Assignment Drop Box feature available through the class TWEN page. 

Final Project 

Your final project for this class consists of a research dossier on a federal administrative agency’s 
regulatory activity. You will choose a specific agency and a precise topic of regulation and prepare a 

http://washburnlaw.edu/policies/academic.php


report that tracks the agency’s current and prospective regulatory activities in the area and the agency’s 
statutory authority to regulate on the topic..  

You should think of this project as work product designed to help a supervising attorney research and 
investigate future questions regarding the topic of regulation. In an actual workplace, you would want 
such a project to demonstrate analytical quality, accuracy, completeness, good organization, and 
professionalism. Your grade for the project will be based primarily on the extent to which your final 
product achieves these goals. While it is certainly not a traditional seminar paper, you will find this to be 
an extensive project that demands a substantial time commitment on your part. 

The final project will be due at 5:00 p.m. on Tues, June 26, but it may be submitted early. 

Further details on the project will be distributed as the semester progresses. 

Unprofessional Work 

The law is a profession, and law schools are graduate schools entrusted with training capable 
professionals.  Accordingly, we reserve the right to reject or return any assignment to you—graded or 
ungraded, with or without penalty—if we consider your work product to be unprofessional.  A lack of 
professionalism includes, but is not limited to: egregious errors in spelling, punctuation, or citation; 
obvious formatting problems; poor organization; failure to follow instructions; and any other 
characteristic reflecting lack of care or inattention to detail.  

Honor Code 

Unless an assignment expressly indicates otherwise, you are required to work individually on all 
research exercises and on your final project.  You may discuss general research techniques, sources, and 
skills with others, but YOU MAY NOT SEEK OR RECEIVE HELP IN ANSWERING ANY OF THE ACTUAL 
QUESTIONS ON CLASS ASSIGNMENTS.  Exception: You may always request assistance with your research 
from law library staff, but you must clearly inform all staff members that your question is in connection 
with an assignment for this class. Any violation of these restrictions is an Honor Code matter. 

Please understand, as well, that intentionally damaging, marking, highlighting, or writing in library books 
or other library resources is a crime, a tort, a potential Honor Code violation, a grave moral failing, and a 
tremendous personal  affront to us as your instructors. As professional librarians, we find such practices 
personally offensive. In other words, DO NOT WRITE IN OUR BOOKS!  

  



Tentative Schedule of Class Topics 

May 22: Class Introduction, research process, introduction to research tools.  

May 24: Research tools. Begin Administrative Law Research 

May 29-June 4: Administrative Law Research 

June 12-21: Legislative Research  

Final Project Due at 5:00 p.m. on Tues. June 26 

You are welcome to turn it in early!  
 


