Quick Tips for Using THOMAS and FDSys Websites

THOMAS
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php
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Tip: Remember to go to the correct Congress (e.g., current, 109" etc.)

Tip: Use “Bill Summary & Status” page

Tip: Use “All Congressional Actions” or “All Congressional Actions with Amendments” page
Tip: Does not have congressional hearings or presidential documents

Finding Information When You Have the Public Law Number:
1. Under “More Legislative Information” (middle column), click on “Public Laws”
2. Select the Congress you need (defaults to current Congress)
3. Select the appropriate “Range of Public Laws”
4. Laws are in chronological order, by the second part of the Public Law number (i.e., the
bolded black numbers at the beginning of each listing)
5. Click on the bill number (blue link) to bring up the “Bill Summary & Status” page

Finding Information When You Have the Bill Number (Current Congress):
1. Under “Legislation in Current Congress”, choose “Bill Number” option
2. Put bill number in the search box, but MUST use “hr” or “s”, e.g., “hr1234”
3. Takes you to the “Bill Summary and Status” page

Finding Information When You Have the Bill Number (Previous Congresses):

Under “Legislation in Current Congress”, click on “More Search Options”

Under “Bills and Resolutions”, click on “Bill Summary and Status”

Select appropriate Congress

In “Enter Search” area, use down arrow to change from “Word/Phrase” to “Bill Number”
Put bill number in the search box, but MUST use “hr” or “s”, e.g., “hr1234”

Takes you to the “Bill Summary and Status” page
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FDSys
www.fdsys.gov
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Report of the U.S. Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence Review of
the Terrorist Attacks on U.S. Facilities
| in Benghazi, Libya, September 11-12,
2012

Tip: From the Government Printing Office (GPO); has the PDF versions that THOMAS links to
Tip: Unlike THOMAS, has congressional hearings and presidential documents
Tip: For “drill down” browsing access, go to the “Browse” navigation menu on the right

Finding a Known Congressional Hearing:
1. In “Browse” navigation menu (on right), click on “Congressional Hearings”
2. Select appropriate Congress
3. Select appropriate chamber (House or Senate)
4. Select committee
5. Are in chronological order, by date

Finding a Known Presidential Document:
1. In “Browse” navigation menu (on right), click on “Compilation of Presidential
Documents”
2. Select appropriate year
Select appropriate month
4. Are in chronological order, by date
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