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Why is the cloud a big deal?
Jargon
Physical hardware
Multiple access points & collaboration

The cloud is basically putting the internet in between your computer and its hard drive
Computer doesn’t need to be as powerful and therefore doesn’t have to be as large
Virtualization of software
___
I think any discussion about apps has to start around the cloud. The cloud is the innovation
that really changed how we interact with software, and it’s the innovation that created the
world of apps and tablets. I’m sure you’re all familiar with the term, it’s pretty much jargon
at this point, but the heck does the cloud actually mean? How does all of this work?
Here’s an easy way to break it down: the cloud is servers, and servers, essentially, are hard
drives connected to the internet. Hard drives store data, we probably all familiar with this.
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So, the cloud means data is stored remotely. So why is this a big deal? Well, it is for a few
reasons. Back in the old days, the old days being 10 or 15 years ago or so, the majority of
information was stored locally, meaning it was saved in your computer’s hard drive. If you
wanted to access some document or picture you saved, you had to load up that specific
computer where that document or picture was saved, and use that particular machine to
access that data. Beyond having the one access point to this data, the other issue is your
desktop PC itself—it used to be pretty large, bulky, and not something you’d want to lug
around like if it were a mobile computer. That’s because hard drives are large, relatively
speaking. They’re about the size of a normal piece of toast. But beyond the actual hard drive,
you needed a power source that was capable of powering it, and then a cooling system to
cool down the power source and the internal components, and before long, you’re stuck
with that bulky desktop from 10-15 years ago that everybody knows and loves.
So, the cloud is important in two ways: it allows for remote storage of data (aka no hard
drives), and this in turn leads to a higher proliferation of mobile devices. At a hardware level,
mobile devices now don’t need to have big, cumbersome, physical hard drives attached to
them because data does not have to be stored locally. So, this is one of the reasons
computers have become smaller—without the big physical, hard drive, we don’t need a
cooling system or big power source either. Granted, technological advancements caused
other internal components of mobile devices to become smaller, but being able to shed the
physical hard drive poundage really helps.
And, because data is stored remotely, rather than in the specific computer you’re using, data
can be accessed by many different devices. Say you’ve been saving pictures to dropbox on
your mobile phone, well, you can load up your laptop and access those same pictures. You
have multiple access points to the same data, because, again, you’re accessing that data
remotely because that data exists in the cloud.
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Before we get too far into the benefits of cloud computing, we should first examine the
negative.
Again, the AmLaw tech survey stated 97% of firms embrace cloud computing, and, of
course, of those 97%, 92% have security concerns regarding their cloud computing. The
biggest issue is the leap of faith involved in relinquishing control of data to a third-party.
Letting your data out of the nest.
The Cloud Security Alliance is an industry group comprised of information security and
cloud computing professionals, they put together an often-cited white paper on the biggest
issues facing the adoption of cloud computing.
Data Breach – This is a pretty simple concept--outsiders try to break into the data net.
Because data is saved on servers that are outside of your control, there is the potential for
this issue to occur. Cloud computing requires a leap of faith involved with who you choose
to buy server space from. And granted, a lot of you might be thinking this has nothing to do
with me, the IT chiefs or KM chiefs handle this at my firm, but, think about in your personal
life. When you use Gmail or any other web-based e-mail service, when you use Facebook
or LinkedIn, or any other social media platform, you’re putting your faith in those particular
services that they are protecting your information from a data breach—and these issues do
happen. LinkedIn had a few higher profile security breaches—including one where a hacker
obtained millions of passwords. Now, a users information can be used to break into the
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data over and over again, and harvest other information. You may not know your data has
been compromised, and users could be stealing intellectual property for a sustained amount
of time.
Data Loss – Again, a pretty simple concept. What if your data accidentally gets deleted. The
server your information is stored on could malfunction, or the cloud server provider may
accidentally delete your information. There could be a geographic disaster—like an
earthquake or fire—that takes out the server farm where your information is stored.
Public v. private clouds – “A public cloud is this sort of service, offered to everyone. Gmail is a
public cloud. Office 365 is a public cloud. Amazon Web Services (AWS) is a series of public
cloud services. Dropbox is a public cloud service. Why? Because anyone can use these
services, as long as they pay for what they use.
A private cloud is pretty much exactly this same sort of service, except you own it and it runs
in your datacenter. Instead of offering instantly deployed, metered services to the world at
large, you offer these services to your internal customers, the various departments and
organizations in your company.
The big difference, of course, between a public and private cloud is that if you're running a
private cloud, you're physically managing the machines, paying for them, and operating all
the infrastructure, including the software that does the instant deployment and billing of
services.”
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A future trend toward tablet deployment?
http://www.americanlawyer.com/PubArticleTAL.jsp?id=1202625654151

http://legal-ipad.tumblr.com/
http://legal-ipad.tumblr.com/post/59013814846/lawyers-use-of-mobile-computing-climbsin-2013
Software as a service (software and data are centrally hosted on the cloud).
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Apps arise because of the cloud – because you’re using off-site computing power and
storage, you’re computing device can now be small, and mobile
Because everything is available to access remotely, you don’t need to install and save
software locally—you can download an app which enables you to access remote software - virtualization
Apps = gaining access to software rather than installing software
Software doesn’t have to be locally stored

So the cloud laid the groundwork for the rise of mobile devices. And, mobile devices and
the cloud in conjunction have really created the world of apps. Apps, of course, are third
party software created for use by specific mobile devices. They are distributed digitally via
app marketplaces—the app store is apple’s, Google Play is for droid based phones (but
there’s also the Amazon Appstore, getJar, and more for Droid phones, I’m not as familiar
with those). The software itself is written by start-ups, primarily. The creation of app stores
is pretty interesting and really mimics the way the internet was created in that, really a
digital distribution platform was created, notably, the content to be distributed on this
platform was to come later. It’s an interesting concept with technology—you build the
distribution model first, and then the content gets created.
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App is short for “mobile application”, and is a software application that runs on a
smartphone, tablet, or other portable computing device.
Apps for the iPhone and iPad are in the iTunes store.
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So, to start off the discussion of legal research apps, the first question to ask is, what are
the big vendors doing? Interestingly, both Westlaw and Lexis have taken a similar
approach—they’ve both created an app that essentially jumps the user into their next
generation legal research interfaces, WestlawNext and Lexis Advance. The display of the
actual next generation interfaces do take advantage of the peculiarities of the tablet and
mobile research environments, basically having their next gen interfaces conform to their
environments. But, that’s it, there isn’t any functionality offered above and beyond what a
user can access on his and her desktop, the users are essentially accessing the same
software. But that may be a good thing because these interfaces have really been set up
with a lot of cloud computing functionality built in, so, the mode of accessing the actual
interface isn’t as important as the access itself. Research trails are saved, like they were in
the classic versions of Westlaw and Lexis. Users can view cases they’ve already viewed and
paid for in the past, without the fear of incurring more charges, just like before. But the
cloud computing aspects really shine in foldering and alert creation. Users can create
folders, generally topical or legal issue related, and once they stumble across source
material that looks alluring, they can easily put this material into the appropriate folder
they’ve created for it, where they can access it in the future, and add annotations to it.
Beyond this, they can also share the contents of their folders with other users who have
Next or Advance accounts, and allow those users to view and edit/annotate the materials
in the folders as well! So, this is definitely cloud computing technology. The folder
information isn’t shared locally, like it would’ve been in the olden days, rather, Westlaw and
Lexis save this information to their own server farm/cloud, so when a user logs in, this
information is tied to their account. The WestlawNext app, interestingly, was named the
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15th most used apps at firms by the recent technology survey put together by ILTA, which is
the International Legal Technology Assocation, an industry group made up of IT and KM
professionals. Their tech report surveyed their membership, so the prevalence of
WestlawNext is evident—IT and KM folks at least know about it.
Westlaw Next mobile sites:
http://info.legalsolutions.thomsonreuters.com/westlawnext/mobileipad/mobile/default.aspx
Lexis Advance mobile sites: http://www.lexisnexis.com/en-us/products/mobile.page
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Beyond the apps that basically conform the next generation research databases to tablet or
phone environments, the big publishers are also throwing dartboards at the wall and
producing apps with various topics to see if any of them are useful. This mimics the world
of independent app producers that we’ll talk more about later, in that it follows the path of
creating the app with a particular purpose or subject, and then throwing it out into the
marketplace to see if it has any use. So, the market ultimately dictates if these apps
continue to be updated, and if they’ll continue to exist.

My Legal Projects - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/my-legal-projects/id432767946?mt=8
Essentially, it’s an organizational tool with some cross collaboration with Westlaw Next. The
app is marketed towards Summer associates, but that doesn’t necessarily have to be it’s
only audience. $1.99. What it does is allows the user, basically, to create a client/matter
database using their phone. The user can create the name, assigning attorney,
client/matter, and status of a project—add in information like jurisdiction, key terms,
relevant cases and statutes, etc., share this information with colleagues via email, set
deadlines, and link from this app directly into Westlaw Next. Is this app particularly useful?
Westlaw Case Notebook Portable E-Transcript - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/westlawcase-notebook-portable/id544497711
This app enables users the ability to review and annotate e-transcripts using their mobile
device. A user imports an e-transcript file, which is in the .ptx format—you can use e-mail,
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dropbox, and iTunes to import. And, once you have the transcript you can search its full text
for keywords, you can add electronic highlighting and notes, and you can e-mail this
transcript with your highlights and notes included. This works with your desktop version of
Westlaw Case Notebook. Free.
CLFR – DissoMaster - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cflr-dissomaster/id467108693?mt=8
I’m surprised this app was made; topically, it’s probably my favorite app among the bunch. So
what it does is it calculates the amount of child and spousal support a person would have to
pay. It asks a series of income and tax-related questions, and then spits out the total monthly
amount of the payments. Of course, since these laws are dictated strongly by the states, it
serves to mention that this app is only for California, which also piques my interest. Free.
CLE Mobile https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cle-mobile/id342571285
This is the app version of the West LegalEdcenter, and enables users to listen to CLE
programming on their iPhone or iPad, as well as browse program materials and post to
discussion forums. Attorneys can earn CLE credit by downloading CLE courses via this app—
available are a total of 4,500 courses to choose from. Free.

Westlaw Portfolio - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/westlaw-portfolio/id474348357?mt=8
(a magazine they produce, basically) – this app is an online magazine. West puts together this
publication that covers the impact of changing laws and regulations in various areas of law.
Looks nice, is well produced, and includes audio and video portions. Free.
Osborn’s Concise Law Dictionary - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/osborns-concise-lawdictionary/id419132521?mt=8
Osborn’s concise law dictionary is essentially an e-book, costs $13.99, contains 4,700 entries.
The app version is nice because you can bookmark entries, but other than that, it’s
essentially an e-book.
Black’s Law Dictionary - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/blacks-law-dictionary9th/id312542731
Again, this is basically an e-book, albeit a little pricier one: $54.99. This is the 9th edition,
again features bookmarking, also features an audio function that helps with pronunciation.
RefScan - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/thomson-reuters-refscan/id596094780?mt=8
More of a scholarly angle. Lets you scan and capture your references. “Access bibliographic
information and times cited counts directly from the world’s leading research platform, Web
of Knowledge, and save them to your free EndNote Web account to retrieve anytime,
anywhere – no subscriptions required. This app makes it even easier to access the content
and tools you need wherever your discoveries happen.” The only problem is it doesn’t work,
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but it’s free.
CheckpointPocket Assistant - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/checkpoint-pocketassistant/id640773393 -- this just came out in October. Includes key federal tax rates, so you
can easily and quickly view what the rates are for single taxpayers, married taxpayer filing
jointly or separately, etc. Organizing federal tax information is something a few app
producers are trying to accomplish, so it isn’t that surprising to see Thomson Reuters throw
their hat into the ring too. Free.

7

Lexis Tax Law Community - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lexisnexis-tax-lawcommunity/id453483001?mt=8
This is a current awareness product for tax lawyers. The app is a launching point into tax
law news, blogs, emerging issues, and podcasts. The actual articles, at least the Lexisproduced ones, are hyperlinked to more Lexis content. This app is free. Tax law seems to
lend itself to a lot of products like these—it’s an insular practice, so it’s kind of tidy to
organize and produce apps for.
LexisNexis Quick Law - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lexisnexisquicklaw/id417479315?mt=8
This is an app designed for our friends from the north, QuickLaw enables users to submit
citations into the app, and the app pulls up the case law. Users can quickly find cases by
case name or citation, access the annotated versions of the cases, and access QuickCite
records on the law. This too is free but requires a lexis Canadian account. But, yes, this app
is specifically designed for Canadian case law—my personal take is that Lexis developed
something like this to work out the kinks for a similar type of product for U.S. case law.
LexisNexis Legal News - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lexisnexis-legalnews/id405139884?mt=8
This is a news aggregator app; news aggregators are something you’ll stumble across with
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some regularity, apparently, everyone has the same idea but is trying to find the best way to
implement it—essentially news aggregators take news feeds from a bunch of different
sources, try to figure out what the most important news is, and then delivers the more
important news to their users. The big benefit this particular app has it that it can draw from
the content base of LexisNexis. So, it’s a real good example of the Lexis and Nexis people
reaching across their respective fences and playing nice with each other. So, it takes news,
performs some internal algorithm to find what the most relevant news topics are, and then
separates them into specific subjects. As far as legal subjects go, the topics include banking,
bankruptcy, constitutional law, copyright & trademarks, criminal law, emerging issues,
environmental law, estate practice & elder law, healthcare, immigration, insurance,
intellectual property, international & foreign law, labor & employment, real estate, securities,
tax law, torts and workers compensation law—so a lot of practice areas.
LexisNexis CourtLink - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/courtlink/id427425945?mt=8
Courtlink is the docket alert and tracking software suite that Lexis offers. As you may know,
other companies have their own docket tracking and alert software suites as well-Bloomberg Law has docket tracking capability, as well as Westlaw. Lexis’s Courtlink has a
really good coverage, and now has this app that sinks with your Courtlink account.
Essentially, you can get the docket tracking and alert information from your CourtLink
account sent to this particular app. This is another good example of cloud computing—the
service itself saves all of your data, so it doesn’t matter if you log into Courtlink via your
desktop or via the app, the information is all there. The app is free, the service isn’t.
LexisNexis Get Cases & Shepardize - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id336328468?mt=8
Here’s another app that taps into software Lexis already utilizes, it’s LexisNexis Get Cases &
Shepardize. Also, this is another Lexis cloud collaboration, where a user is required to have a
Lexis account, and this app accesses their already-established account. Essentially, all the
user does is enter the citation of the case law they’re interested about, and this app pulls the
shepard’s symbols, and case law itself. Moreover, it’s the same annotated, edited version of
the case that would appear had the user logged into Lexis Advance, or Classic Lexis.

LexisNexis Law School Q&A - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lexisnexis-law-school-qa/id456123341?mt=8
This app is a course preparation utility, meaning, it’s aimed towards law school students and
prepares them for their upcoming coursework. In the app are 28 modules based on
particular legal concepts and areas of the law. The user downloads a module. This app itself
is free, but the modules themselves cost $19.99 a piece. And, the module itself contains
study guides, question and answer sessions, and example essay questions. The actual
questions and editorials have been written by law school professors and experts in their

8

particular field, so the content level is high.
Mealey’s Legal News - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mealeys-legalnews/id464849427?mt=8
Another app that is free but ties into your Lexis account is the Mealey’s Legal News app. If
you’re familiar with Mealey’s than you probably can guess what this app does—basically it
uses the users mobile device as the distribution platform for Mealey’s reports. Mealey’s
publishes practice group specific reports that include case summaries, expert commentaries,
court documents and attorney listings for notable cases in certain practice groups.
LexisNexis Lead Alert - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lexisnexis-leadalert/id434790409?mt=8
This is an app that ties into LexisNexis’s Law Firm Marketing solutions software. What it
purports to do is deliver lead information as well as legal questions from ask a lawyer to your
specific mobile device. It also enables users to respond to potential clients quickly and easily
via the device, by the use of various templates. Again it is free, but appears to require a law
firm marketing solution subscription. An app that appears to be designed for more a plaintiff
firm, or possible a solo practitioner. The only review it has on the iTunes store says it doesn’t
work, so I don’t have much to go off of.
LexisNexis Accurint - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lexisnexis-accurintmobile/id437590816
This app is free but requires an Accurint subscription. Accurint, of course, is Lexis’s robust
public records searching software. The software allows users to locate people addresses,
phone numbers, asset information, business information, relatives, associates, and more
public-record-based info. The app enables users to do this from their mobile device, of
course, meaning it can be done in the field.
Lexis Legal News Briefs - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lexis-legal-newsbriefs/id482604378
This app seems to be half-baked, considering the existence of the more robust LexisNexis
Legal News—this app, called LexisNexis Legal News Briefs, only covers 7 sources, the Chicago
Tribune, LA Times, Miami Herald, National Law Journal, New York Times, and Washington
Post; it separates legal news into various practice areas (m & a, securities, ip, etc.), but again
you’re only getting those 7 sources, unlike the above Legal News that taps into the Nexis side
of the fence. It’s free, but you do wrack up transactional lexis fees from using it.
Martindale-Hubbell https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/martindale-hubbelllawyer/id435514424
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These last two apps kind of do the same thing, but have different audiences in mind.
Martindale-Hubbell is an app designed for attorneys, at least from a marketing standpoint—
the app purports to enable attorneys to find other attorneys to refer a case to, to validate the
credentials of a lawyer, evaluate the background information on a fellow lawyer, and contact
various lawyers. Basically, the database this app rests on top of, MartindaleHubbell.com,
contains biographical information about attorneys—I wouldn’t the we-based Martindale
Hubbell say it’s the Facebook of attorneys because the pages are a little more static, it’s
almost like the yellow pages of attorneys, attorneys can set up their profiles, information
about themselves and about their firms, including experience, practice areas, contact
information and more. This app is free, however, I hear the attorneys themselves will
probably charge you.
Lawyers.com https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id403765721?mt=8
Again, this is basically the same as Martindale-Hubbell, but is designed more for those who
need a lawyer. Different interface, same data underneath it all. Joe Q. Citizen can search for
lawyers by name, practice area, or location—there are lawyer rankings on the site, contact
information, even driving directions. This app, too, is free.

8

CCH Mobile - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cch-mobile/id395677479
CCH Mobile’ s app somewhat resembles Lexis and Westlaw in that it serves a diving-off
point/different interface to access content that is robustly available via their desktop
counterparts. However, in CCH’s version, the app doesn’t provide all of the data and
information the desktop version does, rather the app emphasizes the publisher’s tax
content. The app does require a current subscription to CCH, and provides users with rate
tables and smart charts, again, with a pretty strong tax-emphasis. So CCH is kind of
straddling the fence between what the big publishers do—basically make a portal to their
robust interfaces, and just trying to do a couple of things really efficiently. Free but need a
subscription.
Loislaw - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/loislaw-mobile/id555024702?mt=8
Loislaw is taking a pretty similar approach to fastcase, which will see in a little bit. What this
app does is deliver case law to its user. The user can search by keyword, citation or case
name to access case law. In the case law itself, other case law and regulatory content will
be linked. Users can save searches and documents for later use, as well as email documents
to themselves. Free but not a subscription.
IC Mobile - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/intelliconnect-mobile/id440254141?mt=8
This is another app that benefits from cloud computing in that users who set up alerts in

9

their intelliconnect subscription can then access the results of these alerts via this app; this
app also enables searching of intelliconnect publications. So this is another app that doesn’t
allow the user the full content of the desktop version, but tries to make a certain portion of
the content easier and quicker to search.
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WK MBE Law In A Flash - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wolters-kluwer-mbe-lawin/id543632302?mt=8
Wolters Kluwer has produced an interesting app with this MBE Law in a Flash. The app is a
series of flash cards, ideal for reviewing legal topics point by point. The cards ask a legal
question, challenging the user to come up with the answer. The user, of course, taps the
flash card and the answer is revealed to them. I would assume the audience for this
particular app would be law school students, but it is a good way to polish up on legal
concepts and kind of an interesting diversion from a lot of these legal-research-oriented
apps. This app is free.
Cite-Checker - https://itunes.apple.com/app/cite-checker-app-yourguide/id684248826?mt=8
The cite-checker app basically uses the same engine as the law in a flash app, except the
flash cards contain information on blue book citation. It has concise, quick reference
information on correct citation formatting for legal memoranda, briefs, and more. This app
costs $2.99.
Bouvier LD - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wolters-kluwer-bouvierlaw/id477134436?mt=8
This is a legal dictionary, so the app is pretty similar to the black’s law dictionary app and
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Osborne’s app that West already produces. This app is free to download but requires a
$19.99 upgrade to download all of the entries. It enables bookmarking of terms, the ability
to flashcard definitions, and the ability to add notes.
AFJ - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id687479340
Continuing in the vein of book-centered apps is the Almanac of the Federal Judiciary app.
The almanac of the federal judiciary is a really invaluable resource—it give typical directory
information on all the federal judges in the federal court system, including each judge’s
academic and professional background, but, notably, it also features lawyer commentary on
the judges.
Current awareness/law dailies: IP - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ip-law-dailymobile/id514104556?mt=8
Wolters Kluwer has a number of current awareness/law dailies that detail breaking court
decisions and legislative developments per practice groups. There’s current awareness dailies
for a number of practice areas. The apps are free to download but do require a subscription
to intelliconnect. IP, Antitrust, insurance,
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Most popular legal app, and for good reason, namely, the price tag.
Fastcase – case law searching for free! That’s amazing! It supports Boolean searches,
natural language searches, and citation searches.
There’s a desktop version that’s more robust and can coordinate with this app to give you
some cloud computing capabilities. This app has done an excellent job of integrating into
various state’s bar associations; in fact, West Virginia, Maryland, and New York attorneys all
have access to it via their bar associations.
Jenkins provides free membership to fastcase to those member firms that have less than
50 attorneys
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Alternative Investment, Antitrust & Trade, Banking Daily, Broker/Dealer Compliance,
Corporate Accountability, Daily Report for Executives, Daily Tax Report,
Bloomberg Law, who’ve really made some waves, recently, in the legal research world with
their Bloomberg law interface, have some legal apps, but opt to emphasize more current
awareness items than anything else, which makes sense, because this is publisher created
content. These do require a subscription with Bloomberg law.
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Bloomberg recently purchased BNA, and in so doing, inherited the apps BNA had
developed for its various resources. There’s really three pools of app, the first is a suite of
current awareness materials. They have what are called BNA insights, which are electronic
newsletter dedicated to particular practice groups, like environmental, labor and
employment, etc. (free but requires a subscription). And, they have more current
awareness materials in the BNA Law Reports (free, but also requires a Bloomberg
subscription)—which are newsletters as well that contain breaking legislative, regulatory, or
business developments in various areas of law. They have a quick tax reference app, which
includes various federal tax rates and schedules. And, lastly, they have a court directory app
which gives detailed information on how to reach the courts, and their respective judges—
it costs $9.99.
– Current Awareness
http://www.bna.com/mobile-apps/
http://www.bna.com/quick-tax-reference-app/
Court Directory: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/court-directory/id441970786?mt=8
BNA Insights – https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/bloomberg-bnainsights/id475862801?mt=8 – has a general insights app, but also more custom-tailored to
practice groups, like environmental, and labor and employment, for example.
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BNA Law Reports - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/law-reports/id557548420
Another for police officers, another for payroll specialists—branching away from just law
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Hein—put in the more of a bigger publisher slides
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/heinonline-app/id466881844?mt=8
App is free but requires a subscription to Hein Online. Kind of taking the Westlaw
Next/Lexis Advance approach of really being a portal into the typical content of the desktop
version of the database, rather than re-packing or over something radical and new. Users
can search and locate law review and law journal articles.
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Current awareness apps—there’s a bevy of current awareness-directed apps, really,
because there are a bevy of current awareness hard-print newsletters and trade journals.
SCOTUSblog -- https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/supreme-court-unitedstates/id723205705?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
This is the accompanying app to the supreme court’s law blog, a site that comprehensively
covers the cases being argued before the supreme court. The desktop site contains
scanned briefs and writs of cert. The app features the same editorial content as the site.
ABA Journal - https://itunes.apple.com/app/aba-journal-for-iphoneipad/id367064750?mt=8
This app mirrors the American Bar Association’s journal content.
American Lawyer - https://itunes.apple.com/app/the-american-lawyer/id398472628?mt=8
And the American Lawyer app mirrors the content of the nation’s leading legal monthly
magazine. In fact, if there’s a particular legal publication you enjoy, chances are there is an
accompanying app that can deliver to you the same content.
Legal Edge - https://itunes.apple.com/app/legal-edge/id333365053?mt=8
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Legal Edge is a news aggregator, which means that the developers of this app do not actually
create any content, rather, their software trolls a huge number of content providers, selects
relevant articles, organizes them into their appropriate practice groups, and delivers this
information to the user. The content is provided by Amlaw 100 firms—so, granted, you will
get a lot of firm marketing department created content.
BigIntoLaw - https://itunes.apple.com/app/law-ratchet/id595732218 http://lawratchet.com/home/
BigIntoLaw is another news aggregator that takes news content produced by thousands of
sources, boils them all down into a big relevancy-based list of results, and sorts them into
categories for the user to easily access. The app is free to download.
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Exhibit A,
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/exhibit-a/id392621180?mt=8
And now we get to the independent app developers. These are the smaller start-up like
developers that basically create something, throw it in the marketplace and see if it sticks
or not. When you’re reviewing these products in the iTunes store, I strongly encourage
people to check when these apps have last been updated. It’s the second thing listed on
the categorical description of the app. The following three basically all do the same thing—
management and presentation apps.
Exhibit A is the first of these I’m going to talk about. First, it costs $14.99, and is produced,
not by a company, but by Michael Henderson. It’s a presentation app, meaning, it’s an app
designed to organize and spice up presentations you put together. It enables the user to
import documents through a variety of means, dropbox, itunes, wifi, ftp, and e-mail. You
can organize the documents into projects, and mark up the documents. And then, after you
have your documents in order, you can present by plugging in an hdmi or svga chord into a
tv, or even airplay and an appletv.
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https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/client-file/id483212618?mt=8
Next is Client File, an app that has the hefty price-tag of $49.99, developed by a small app
producer named Client File App. The idea behind this app is to organize and digitally carry
all the files related to a particular client. It essentially puts a method of organization on top
of dropbox—the user uploads all their files to dropbox and then uses to Client File to
manage the documents themselves. This app too has the ability to save user’s annotations
and too can be used for presentation. The big selling point is to make your client files
paperless and more organized.
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Trial Pad
89.99
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/trialpad/id381223425?mt=8
This management and presentation app costs a hefty $89.99, and is designed by a company
called Saurian Communications, Inc. Again, files can be imported by Dropbox, WebDAV, email, photo apps, i-tunes, etc. And then you can display by plugging the device into a
television or monitor via HDMI or VGA cables. You can annotate the files again, share them
with colleagues (since this is all dropbox based), and all with a stream-lined interface.
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Transcript Pad
89.99
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/transcriptpad/id400464448
Transcript Pad is created by Saurian Communications, just like Trial Pad. It too costs $89.99.
The whole point of this app is to handle the process of transcript reviews. Transcripts can
be full-text searched, annotated with highlights and notes, and print or email the transcript.
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iJuror
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ijuror/id372486285
Next are two apps designed for the jury selection process. The first is iJuror, which costs
$19.99. The user taps into a jury slot, fills out questionnaires on the particular jury member,
saves it to the app, and can sort and share the particular information. Users can input basic
juror details like age, gender, race, etc., and also create custom fields using sliders. It alleges
to being faster than pen and paper. Produced by Front9 Technologies.
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iJury
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ijury/id468556111?mt=8
iJury is another jury selection app, and also costs $14.99, and is produced by Dynamis Law.
As a word of warning, this hasn’t been updated in a year, which, given iOS big transition to
operating system 7, is kind of a red flag to me. But, it pretty much does the same things of
the last app. You can select jury members, fill out the information about them in a juror
questionnaire, just like the last app, with default fields like name, gender, race, etc., and
then custom fields the user can input. It enables jury pool evaluation statistics, so, rather
than viewing the individual juries, you can see what the answers are for a collective jury.
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https://itunes.apple.com/app/courtroom-objections/id372347918?mt=8
This first app, courtroom objections, is a quick reference guide to common objections and
responses. Users just spin through the categories for objections, click into them, and are
provided with detail on the particular criteria for objections. State rules for Pennsylvania
have been added to the app. It costs 2.99, and is produced by an independent producer
named Anthony Shorter.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/trialevidence/id390360684?mt=8
And, in the same vein is Courtroom Evidentiary Foundations, also produced by Anthony
Shorter, and costing $1.99. It’s almost flash-cardy in its delivery, again, different categories
and concepts of courtroom evidence are selectable, with deeper explanations of what
they mean. For example, users can select “admissions”, “authentication”, “selfauthentication”, etc., and be delivered various information on these categories.
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Time Master + Billing: https://itunes.apple.com/app/time-masterbilling/id310289408?mt=8
Time Master + Billing is a pretty clever niche piece of software, probably designed more for
smaller firms and the solo practitioner, since the big firms usually have their own software
subscriptions to handle this issue. This app is $9.99 and is created by a company called OnCore Software. It’s a time management suite, meaning, it keeps track of all the time that
has been sent working on a project, and can save this information to multiple clients and
matters. With the additional purchase of in-app software, invoices can be generated with
this information. It can sort all the time and billing information and even track expenses,
like mileage, etc.
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Smart Dockets - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/smart-dockets/id551062162?mt=8&ignmpt=uo%3D4
Smart Dockets is an app created by American LegalNet, and is free. This is a legal
calendaring app, meaning, a user sets the court, and the stage of your proceedings, and it
will calculate the deadlines for upcoming events using the courts rules.
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DkT
-- pacer app
Enables bookmarking of dockets and documents—update from last update, rather than
updating entire docket
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Docket in your Pocket
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/docket-in-your-pocket-pennsylvania/id421703565?mt=8
Docket in your Pocket enables users to search for persons or companies to see if they have
been involved in any civil or criminal litigation. To give it a little local importance, currently,
the only state it covers is Pennsylvania. Essentially, we’re probably all familiar with the UJS
site here, and how to conduct docket searching on it, basically, it is a big data dump from
the UJS servers to this particular app. The marketing behind this app has been pretty
interesting, initially Due Diligence Enterprises was marketing it attorneys, really, seeing
them as the only market for the particular app, but later they started to expand their
market base to other professions that would have an interest in this particular information,
like law enforcement, and then even ran some print ads for people who might be going on
dates or meeting people for the first time—the idea being you can do a quick litigation
search to make sure the person you’ve been set up with on a date isn’t some criminal. They
had planned to expand behind Pennsylvania, but I haven’t seen any of this occur yet. It
think the ease of downloading from the UJS is the big issue here. It costs $14.99.
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Thomson Reuters Pro View
http://thomsonreuters.com/site/proview/
Now to switch gears to eReader apps in the context of legal research materials—legal
materials publishers don’t quite operate like their commercial brethren, meaning you can’t
quite go on to Amazon and download the Annotated US Code to your kindle. Instead,
publishers typically offer an eReader you have to download, which enables you to get
access to the publisher’s particular marketplace. In Thomson Reuters case, this
marketplace is called Pro View. Once you download Pro View, you can download some
titles for free, and then purchase other title and have them all enabled to be able to be
read on your mobile device as well as your desktop computer. This is another cloud
computing angle, where you are getting a license to particular information, you access
software on different devices, and you can access the same materials because everything is
tied to your account. In pro view, users can make annotations and do full-text searching of
documents, so there are some strong benefits.
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LexisNexis Digital Library
http://www.lexisnexis.com/ebooks/lending/
On the other side of the publishing fence is LexisNexis’s Digital Library, which is a
collaboration between LexisNexis and the company OverDrive. OverDrive is the biggest
company in the library world as the go between publishers offering eBooks and libraries. In
the public library OverDrive model, publishers upload their books into OverDrive, and then
libraries have the option of purchasing licenses for the books so that their patrons would
have access to the particular titles. This is kind of the idea here, where, instead of a public
library, we’re looking at firm libraries. Basically, Lexis has uploaded a bunch of titles into
OverDrive, and firms have the option of purchasing seat licenses for the particular titles.
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The following apps all do the exact same thing--at a macro level, they organize information
that’s available to all of us for free. All of these apps basically offer e-reader versions of the
federal rules and the constitution.
Law Stack free - https://itunes.apple.com/app/lawstack/id338178992?mt=8
LawStack is free, with the option for users to make in-app purchases for various state rules,
usually they cost $1.99.
AllLaw - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/alllaw/id545185815?mt=8
AllLaw is free, with the option to make in-app purchases for state rules for usually around
$6. This one also has a legal dictionary and tax court opinions for free too.
Litigator - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/litigator/id399814567?mt=8 federal rules, local
rules $14.99
Litigator, for some reason, is 14.99 and essentially only adds supreme court rules, and title
18 and title 28. In-app purchases are $5.
LawBox - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lawbox-2013-mobile-lawlibrary/id323396784?mt=8

29

LawBox is free, offers the same rules, and offers state laws for usually around $5.
PushLegal Choice - Mobile Legal Research - https://itunes.apple.com/in/app/pushlegalchoice-mobile-legal/id659329698?mt=8 https://pushlegal.com/
And PushLegal does the same thing but incorporates a handy-dandy bookshelf to organize
your titles. Again, free, with the option to purchase various codes, mostly Texas-based in this
case.
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BrowZine
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/browzine/id463787411?mt=8
This is big in academic circles, but could have some relevance for expert searches. It’s an
app that includes thousands of scholarly journals, covering all kinds of disciplines. You can
browse titles of journals or by subject, view tables of content of current and past journals,
create a personal bookshelf of journals that are important to you, and then save and share
articles with dropbox, zotero, and other services. So, it’s a big collaborative, journalsearching app.
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Dropbox (15.2 percent), -- 15.2 percent of respondents use this app, according to 2013
American Bar Association’s latest Legal Technology Survey Report
http://www.lawsitesblog.com/2013/08/the-most-popular-apps-for-lawyers-and-otherinsights-on-mobile-lawyering-from-the-aba-tech-survey.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dropbox/id327630330

Stepping away from strictly legal apps, I’d like to cover some apps that are basically
indispensable when it comes to using mobile devices. The first is dropbox, which has been
mentioned a few times by now because dropbox does an excellent job of crosscollaborating with other apps. Basically, what it is, is free cloud space for you to save your
documents and files to—so you can download dropbox for your mobile device and your
desktop, and, if you save files into dropbox, you can access them on those different
devices. This has all kinds of great features that has put on top of the cloud free space
apps—in my personal case, when I’m connected to free Wi-Fi, dropbox downloads all the
pictures I have, so I have a cloud back-up of everything I’ve taken with my camera. And
then, I can access these same files on my desktop pc.
They give you 2 gigs of space for free when you sign up. And another cool feature is that
you can send a link to a particular file to somebody so they can access that particular
item—so, it’s a little easier than attaching a file, especially in those cases where files are
big. I share videos of my 2-year-old daughter with my parents using dropbox and it works
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great.
In the ILTA technology survey, DropBox was reported as being one of the most used apps in
firms.
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Evernote (9.8 percent), -- 2013 American Bar Association’s latest Legal Technology Survey
Report
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/evernote/id281796108
Evernote is another app that is used extensively by lawyers—in fact, according to the ABA’s
Legal Technology Survey Report 9.8 percent of attorneys who responded to the survey use
this app. This is one of the more popular apps out there because it’s great—it’s pretty
simple, you take notes with this app, notes you can access on any device again, since this is
a cloud-based app, but beyond notes, this has good voice recognition software, allows for
voice and audio notes, allows for the user to organize and share their notes, and easily can
be used to make to-do and task lists. Clearly, it’s not just for the legal world, but it’s
definitely dynamic enough where it can be used in a law firm setting. It’s free.
http://www.lawsitesblog.com/2013/08/the-most-popular-apps-for-lawyers-and-otherinsights-on-mobile-lawyering-from-the-aba-tech-survey.html
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Dragon Dictation
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dragon-dictation/id341446764
Dragon Dictation is a voice-recognition app—which is pretty cut and dried. This app, too, is
really popular as per the 2013 American Bar Association’s latest Legal Technology Survey
Report. It saves voice-to-text transcriptions that can be sent as sms, emails, or pasted into
any application using the clipboard. It might be a nice suggestion for any attorney that still
insists on dictating. It’s free.
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Lastly, the world of apps is constantly changing. Apple has stated that its app store
generated 10 billion dollars worth of sales this past year. Needless to say, new apps are
constantly being developed and introduced into the market, including, of course, apps
designed for legal research. So, what’s the best way to keep abreast of all this information,
what are the best sources for finding out what new legal apps are hitting/have hit the
market? Well, there are plenty of good libguides that have been made by academic law
libraries—the law school library stay pretty up-to-date on this information, and I’ve put
down the UCLA and Minnesota lib guides of good examples of sites that keep up-to-date on
this information. Also, the ABA have released books entitled iPad apps in hour for lawyers
and android apps for one hour for lawyers—they are good, though they take more than
one hour to get through. But, the unfortunate thing about writing a book about apps is that
it’s out-of-date as soon as it’s published. There are a lot of good apps in these books,
including a majority of the apps I’ve talked about here today, but again, they can get out of
date pretty fast. There are some more review sites that I didn’t put on this slide, but Robert
Ambrogi’s lawsitesblog does an excellent job of reviewing new apps among other newer
technologies, there are also sites called iphonejd that’s good, and thedroidlawyer, these
sites do a good job in reviewing apps right when they come to market.
http://www.gottabemobile.com/2014/01/07/itunes-app-store-reaches-record-sales-1billion-in-december-alone/
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