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Introduction to Researching Local Government Law in California 

You are interning at a firm that represents a small gift store chain, Bull’s Eye. Bull’s Eye recently 

expanded its operations to a few selected cities in California. These cities are popular tourist 

destinations, so in addition to gifts, Bull’s Eye carries a small selection of groceries, vitamins, and 

personal care products. To help Bull’s Eye with its new California operations, you are advising it on 

complying with a variety state and local laws, in particular the type of bag it should consider for its retail 

customers. Bull’s Eye is an environmentally friendly company, and it recently invested a substantial 

amount of money in compostable plastic bags for use at its stores nationwide.  

You have been asked to research whether these compostable bags are currently permitted under 

California state law, and also to investigate whether there are any county or city ordinances addressing 

this issue. Your team is researching the laws in the cities of Los Angeles and Laguna Beach. 

1. A great place to start your research is with secondary sources. Navigate to Westlaw Next > 

Secondary Sources, Lexis Advance > Secondary Materials, or try LegalTrac, to search for law 

review articles or legal news on plastic bags and California.  

 

a. Skim a few of the article summaries, and list a few key terms that will be helpful for your 

search on this topic (for example, are the bags always called “plastic bags” or are they 

referred to by different terms?): 

 

b. List one article that you would use to learn more about this topic: 

 

 

2. Your supervising attorney has asked you to use an annotated code (on Westlaw or LEXIS) to look 

at California statutes on at-store recycling programs and plastic bags for retail customers.  

 

a. In what code do you find this section?   

 

b. Looking at the definitions section, how is a bag provided by the store to the customer at 

point of sale defined? If a reusable bag is made from plastic, how thick does it need to 

be?  

 

c. Shepardize this law. Which city’s ordinance on plastic bags was the subject of recent 

litigation?  

 

3. Using the key terms and other information you’ve gathered thus far, locate the current 

ordinances for plastic bags in the following cities. (You can use the Institute of Governmental 

Studies at UC Berkeley’s California Local Codes and Charters list, 

http://igs.berkeley.edu/library/california-local-government-documents/codes-and-charters or 

use Google to search for entry points to the codes.) 

 

http://igs.berkeley.edu/library/california-local-government-documents/codes-and-charters
http://igs.berkeley.edu/library/california-local-government-documents/codes-and-charters
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a. City of Los Angeles: Navigate to the Municipal Code and find the ordinance that 

addresses shopping bags for retail customers. 

 

i. What search terms found the best results?  

 

ii. In what chapter is the ordinance codified?   

 

iii. What is the Article number? 

 

iv. What is the ordinance number?  

 

v. What are some of the questions would you need to ask your client Bull’s Eye to 

determine if this ordinance applies to its Los Angeles retail location? 

 

 

 

vi. Assuming this ordinance applies and looking at the definitions, can Bull’s Eye 

provide its customers in the City of Los Angeles with a compostable plastic bag? 

 

 

 

b. City of Laguna Beach: Navigate to the Municipal Code for the City of Laguna Beach and 

find the ordinance that addresses shopping bags for retail customers. 

 

i. In what Title do you find the ordinance?  

 

ii. In what Chapter?  

 

iii. Looking at the definitions, can Bull’s Eye provide its customers in the City of 

Laguna Beach with a compostable plastic bag? What information would you 

need from your client to answer?  

 

iv. Looking at the definitions, can Bull’s Eye legally provide plastic bags for a 

customer buying meat or produce?  

 

v. What is the effective date of this ordinance? Where did you find it?  


